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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS 
OF MY OWN TIME. 



1783. 



Among the Persons of Eminence who have 
"strutted their Hour/ under the Reign of 
George the Third, and who about this Time 
disappeared from the great public Theatre; 
may be named General Sir John Irwine. His 
Person, Manners, and Conversation, were all 
made for the Drawing Room, where he seemed 
to be in his native Element. Though declining 
in Life, yet his Figure, tall, graceful, and digni- 
fied, set off by all the Ornaments of Dress, ac- 
companied with a Ribband and a Star, render- 
ed him conspicuous in every Company. He 
constantly reminded me of a Marshal of France, 
such as they are described by St. Simon, under 
Louis the Fourteenth. His Politeness, though 
somewhat formal, was nevertheless natural and 
2p 
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captiraling. Perhaps, at least so his Enemies 
asserted, his military Talents were not equally 
brilliant with his personal Accomplishments ; 
but he had not risen the more slowly on that 
account, to the Honors, or to the Eminences, 
of his Profession. While he was yet only a 
School-boy, his Father, Lieutenant General 
Irwine, gave him a Company in his own Re- 
giment, leaving him subsequently a very good 
Estate. Besides a Regiment, (the Sixth of 
Dragoon Guards,) and a Government, conferred 
on him by the Crown, he had held during 
several Years, the Post of Commander in Chief 
in Ireland, with very ample Appointments and 
Advantages. But, no Income, however large, 
could suffice tor his Expences, which bdng 
never restrained within any reasonable Limits, 
finally involved him in irretrievable Difficul- 
ties. The Fact will hardly obtain Belief, that 
at one of the Entertainments which he gave to 
the Lord Lieutenant in the Year 1781, at Dub- 
lin, he displayed on the Table, as the principal 
Piece in the Dessert, a Representation of the 
Fortress of Gibr^tar invested by the Spanish 
Forces, executed in Confectionary. It exhi- 
bited a faithful View of that celebrated Rock, 
so dear to the English Nation ; together with 
the Works, Batteries, and Artillery of the Be- 
siegers* which threw Sugar-plumbs against the 
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Walls. The Expence of this ostentatious 
Piece of Magnificence, did not fall short of 
fifteen Hundred Founds; and so incredible 
mxist the Circumstance appear ; that if I had 
not received the Assurance of it from Lord 
Sackville^ I should not venture to report it in 
these Memoirs. 

The greatest Intimacy subsisted between 
that Nobleman and Su: John, who owed much 
of his Advancement and Success in Life, to 
the Protection of Lionel, Duke of Dorset. 
Lord Sackville's disinterested Friendship still 
continued to bring him into Parliament, as his 
own Colleague for East Grinstead, after Ir- 
vine's Return from Ireland, which took place 
on the Dissolution of Lord North's Adminis- 
tration, down to his final Departure from Eng- 
land. Decorated with the Order of the Bath, 
which then conferred much Distinction ; and * 
of which he never fnled to display the Insignia 
whenever be went to the House of Commons, 
his personal Appearance was imposing. Even 
of a Morning, in his greatest Undress, he wore 
a small Star embroidered on his Frock, without 
which he rarely appeared any where ; and his 
travelling Hussar Cloaks, bore the same bril- 
liant Badge of Knighthood. No Man better 
knew the Value of ext^nal Figure, mded by 
Manner ; and Philip, Earl of Chesterfield him- 
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self, had not more successfully studied the 
Graces. It was impossible to possess finer 
Manners, without any Affectation ; or more 
perfect good Breeding. With such Pretensions 
of Person and of Address, it cannot surprize 
that he attained to a great Degree of Favor at 
St. James's. The King considered and treated 
Irwiiie, as a Person whose Conversation afford- 
ed him peculiar Gratification. He often de- 
lighted to protract the Discourse with a Cour- 
tier, whose Powers of Entertainment, however 
extensive, were always under the Restraint of 
profound Respect; and who never forgot the 
Character of the Prince whom he addressed, 
even for a single Moment. Irwine, though so 
fine a Gentleman, loved all the Indulgences of 
Conviviality, in which Gratifications he never 
restrained himself. The King, not unacquaint- 
»ed with these Particulars, having said to him 
one Day at the Drawing Room,- when con- 
versing on his common Mode of Life, « they 
" tell me, Sir John, that you love a Glass of 
" Wine ;" " Those, Sir, who have so reported 
" of me to Your Majesty," answered he, bowing 
profoundly, " have done me great Injustice. 
" They should have said a Bottle." 

Sir John Irwine's second Wife, a Daughter 
of the celebrated Physician Sir Edward Barry, 
who wrote with so much Elegance and In- 
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formation on the •' Wines of the Ancients," 
brought him no Issue ; but he afterwards con- 
tracted a third matrimonial Connexion. On 
his Return to England, his Debts became so 
numerous, and his Creditors so importunate, 
that, though as a Member of Parliament, his 
Person still remained secure, he found it im- 
possible to reside longer with Comfort in Lon- 
don. Quitting therefore privately his elegant 
House in Piccadilly, opposite the Green Park, 
he retired to the Continent, with his Wife and 
two Children. Landing in France, he hired a 
Chateau in the Province of Normandy, where 
his military Rank and Decorations secured for 
him every Testimony of Respect from the 
surrounding Gentry. He nevertheless soon 
experienced such pecuniary Difficulties, that 
as he could nourish no Hope of ever revisiting 
his native Country, he removed over the Alps, 
into Italy. The King, who sincerely regretted 
his Departure from England, and who well 
knew the Causes of it, often expressed his Con- 
cern for Sir John Irwine's Misfortunes ; which 
he endeavoured to alleviate by sending Sir 
John the Sum of a thousand Pounds from his 
Privy Purse, in two separate Payments. I 
know this Fact from the late Sir Charles Ho- 
tham ; who was, I think, himself, the Channel 
through which His Majesty transmitted the 
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first Donation of five Hundred Founds. The 
seccmd annual Payment reached Parma, on the 
Morning of Sir John Irwine's Decease. He 
expired in that City, towards the Close of May, 
1788, where he enjoyed the Favour and even 
Intimacy of the Duke of Parma, and the Arch- 
duchess Amelia his Consort, who were then 
the reigning Princes. He had nearly attained 
his sixty-first Year, at the Time of his Death ; 
and his characteristic Habits of Hospitality, 
accompanied with corresponding Expence, dis- 
tinguished him to the last Moments of his 
Career. While resident at Parma, he kept open 
House for all Englishmen of Consideration 
who passed through the Place ; and only a few 
Days previous to his Decease, he gave a Ball 
and Supper to the Sovereigns of Parma. Yet, 
all the Authority of the Duke was vainly 
exerted, to procure him the Rites of Christian 
Burial, it being opposed by the Priests of that 
Ingoted Country. The Remains of Sir John 
Irwine were privately conveyed by Night, 
and deposited in the Court Yard of a Pro- 
testant Banker; the Funeral Service being 
read by an English Gentleman, and the 
Body b^ng followed to the Grave, by the 
few Individuals of the same Nation who 
were then at Parma. Perhaps I ought ha*e 
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to add, that Sir John Irwine's Widow and 
Children owed to the gen^ous Interposition 
and personal Applications of the late Lord 
Melville, (then Mr. Dundas,) a PeoNon, 
which His Majesty granted them. Nor can 
I induce myself to omit, as it does the high- 
est Honor to that Nobleman, that he ob- 
tained and f(H-warded to I^y Irwine, the 
Grant in QueeticHi, at a Time wh«i she had 
vainly solicited it from all the Friends of 
her late Husband, while Mr. Dandas was 
hutlly known to him as a (»>mmon Ac 
qnuntance. Such Acts demonstrate an en- 
]ai^;ed and magnanimous Mind.* 

Lord John Carendish, though he had ne> 
gotiated and broo^t forward the JLoan ne- 
cessary to be raised, soon after he entered 
on Office ; yet did not propose the Taxes 
which woe to pay the latere^ of it, until 
many Weeks later in the Session. He at 
lengdi laid them before the House of Com- 
mons, where, on the whol^tfaey appeared 

* For thcM Pkrticalm, u mil a* tor tbe ComctioD of 
tome Erron into which I had fallen relative to Sir 3<im 
Iririne, I am indebted to the Lady. of Captain Walker, 
of Hii Majertj'a Royal Navy, Sir John** Dan^ter, who 
tUigiiigly fitTored me with them, under her Hand. 
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to meet with general Approbation, and even 
attracted some Encomiums. But, Lord 
John, whose Talents were not emineotly 
adapted for the Discussion of Measures of 
Finance, having stated his Ways and Means 
with tolerable Precision, left the Task of 
explaining and defending them, principally 
to his Associates in Power. Fox and Lord 
North, who undertook it with great Ability, 
repelled the Comments made from the' Op- 
position Side of the House, on the' new 
Taxes : while the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, quitting his Seat on the Treasury 
Bench, retired during a considerable Part 
of the Debate, behind the Speaker's Chair ; 
from which Retreat he peeped out on either 
Side^ as Individuals rose, for the Purpose 
of approving or of censuring his Budget. 
Lord Mahoii attacked it with his character- 
istic Impetuosity .of Voice and Manner, ac- 
companying his Comments with most severe 
Animadversions on Lord North's financial 
Plans, while he had remained at the Head of 
the Treasury. Fox defended his Colleague, 
both with the Arms of Reason and of Ridi- 
cule, which instantly brought forward Pitt. 
Between them the-Discassion was maintained 
with equal Acrimony and Ingenuity, for a 
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long Thoe. Pitt not only repeated Lord 
M ahoo's AsB^kms relative to Lord North's 
Taxes, wbicb, he said, from their Impolicy 
had gen»^y frustrated thnr intended Ob- 
ject-, but, added, " The present Sia^et seems 
" to be of a sknilar Description. False or 
" erroneous Principles are assumed, in Order 
" to snppprt the Measures adopted, whidi 
" ibs People of England are expected to 
" swallow as greedily, as tke Champion of 
" tke People has uttered them with Rapi- 
" dity." Fox took his RCTenge on the whole 
Cabinet of the Earl c£ SbelbuTne collectiTdy, 
whom be designated " as incapable of fioan- 
" cial Generation, as it was possible for Bar- 
" renness to be; having quitted their Em- 
" ployments, without leaving behibd them 
" a Trace of any Loan or Taxes." Lord 
North directed the Shafts of his Wit princi- 
pally against Lord Mahon, " whose Abili- 
" ties," be observed, " being so great, with- 
" out Expoience, must, when matured by 
" Time, render him a Prodigy, and an Or- 
" nameot to his Country, at the Head of the 
" Exchequer." 

Lord John Cavendish performed only 
a subordinate Part, throughout the whole 
Debate. His acknowledged Purity of Cha- 
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racter, whoi joined to his maivy Virtues; 
DQt to dwell on his high Desbent; ren- 
dered him aniversally respected: and the 
Advantage which his Party derived from 
those Qualities, in the public Estimation, 
was incalculable. The Nation ev^i seemed 
silently to demand some such Guarantee, 
wh«i the Interests of the Country were com- 
mitted to a Man of Fox's mined Fortune, 
and dissipated Habits of Life. Mr. Pitt, it 
is true, who had been so recently placed at 
the Head of the Exchequer, scarcely pos- 
sessed more Property than his Rival. But 
the People of England knew how to discri- 
minate between their respective Deficiency. 
Pitt, though not more distinguished by Ha- 
bits of Economy, than Fox, yet had oot 
dissipated his small Paternal Fortune in ■ 
any ostensible Vices : while Fox, besides a 
landed Estate, and a lucrative Office, both 
which he sold, had squandered an immense 
Sum of ready Money. Indeed, though Fox 
always appeared to me, whenever Loans or 
Burets were discussed in Parliament, to 
display a Capacity for arithmetical Calcula- 
tion, and all the Talents requisite for a Mi- 
nister of Finance, scarcely, if at all inferior 
to Mr. Pitt's Ability in that Line ; yet, J be- 
lieve, it never occurred to any Man's Mind, 
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to place Fox in the Controul of the Trea- 
sury, or of the Exdiequer, at any Period of 
Ilia Life. Almost as well might Henry the 
Fifth have placed FalstaflT there. Fox him- 
self seemed not to emulate a higher Post 
than Secretary of State, always interposing 
Lord John Cavendish in the Guardianship 
of the Public Money. Nor could the Brit- 
ish People confide their Interests to more 
incorruptible tnt^nty, than distinguished 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer: but be 
could not sustain the slightest Comparisoa 
with Pitt, Dor even witli Lord North, in the 
Powers of his Mind and Understanding, or 
in his parliamentary Talents, and Know" 
ledge of Business. 

[2d and 3d June.] The parliamentary 
Prosecution instituted against Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, continued to languish, rather than 
to advance towards any Consummation, 
throughout the whole Session. Neverthe- 
less, at this Time, the Evidence in his De- 
fence being clotted, Mr. Dundas rose, and 
moved that the Proceedings should not be 
discontinued by either a Prorogation or a 
Dissolution of Parliament. This Motion, 
which was intended to be accompanied with 

VOL. III. 2 a 
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.8 BUI for TQBtraiiuDg Rumbold from qvittiiis 
the Kiogdom, or from alienating his Pro- 
peftj, till the final Decision of the £Qquiry» 
gvre Rise to much Difference of Opinion. 
Sawbridge, Lord Nugent, and various oth<v 
Members, though by no means partial to 
the accofied Person, yet declared that they 
considered the vhole Business as unconsti- 
tntional and oppressive. Rigby, near two 
Months earlier, when the Subject was agi- 
tated in the Hous^ had not hesitated to 
stigmatize it with Epithets of Condemnation 
and Derision. Accustomed to speak his 
Sentiments on every Topic, with a blunt 
And overbearing, as well as dictatorial Ton^ 
" This Assembly," observ^ he, " is actbg 
*' in a Capacity, partly legislative, partly 
f judicial. We are now performing the 
** Functions of a Judge, and for ought I see, 
" we may have to do the Office of Hang- 
" man." On the presoit Occasion, he treat- 
ed the Motion in a similar Manner. . " We 
" are asked," said he, " to continue tiie Bill 
*' in Existence, even after a Dissolution of 
" Parliament What I Are we to bind five 
" Hundred and fifty-eight other Individuals, 
" to abide by and to adopt the Evidence 
'* which we alone have heard ? The Propo- 
" sitioD excites Ridicoje." 
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Rnmbold btmsel^ addressini^ the House, 
made a rery forcible add pathetic Appeal 
to their Feelings, no less than to dieir 
Justice. And he was heard with g;reat 
Attention. In Langnage of Energy, he 
depictured his Sufierings, deprecated all 
Ivrther Delay, implored the House, for 
their own Honour and Dignity, to acce- 
lerate the Conclusion ; cited Magna Charta, 
the Bulwark of our Liberties, where it is 
expressly declared that the Subject shall ex- 
perience no Delay of Justice; and protested, 
that whatever might prove their Decision, 
he would not shrink fi-om it. Nor did he 
omit to remark in how different a Manner, 
Burke, who was one of his ardent Prosecu- 
tors, had conducted himself towards Powell 
and Bembridge ^Men accused, like himself, 
but, not proved to be criminal. Lord North, 
though he voted for tiie Motion, (probably, 
more from Consideration for bis hew Allies, 
than fraifi Inclination,) yet agreed with Rig- 
by in Opinion, that one Parliament could 
not bind another ; still less could the pre- 
sent House of Commons who heard the Evi- 
dence legislate for their Successors, and 
eompet them to decide on that Evid^ice. 
The Solicitor General, Lee, a Man of up- 
2 o 2 
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right PriDciples, though of rude and repul- 
sive Manbers; who had UDiformly disap- 
proved the whole Proceedings, declared that 
,he could perceive no Reason for changing 
his Opinion relative to them ; and therefore, 
as &r as his individual Vote extended, he 
would never consent to retain Rumbold 
under the Terrors of a restraining Act. Ne- 
vertheless, as Pitt and Fox, Dundas and 
Burke, who rarely concurred on any Point, 
agreed on this Subject, Leave was given to 
brii^ in the Bill : but, its Features were soft- 
ened down by the Lord Advocate, when be 
presented it, next Day. Sir Thomas's per^ 
sonal Property remained no longer tied up ; 
only his landed Estate at Woodhall in the 
County of Hertford, being rendered respon- 
sible; and he was permitted to quit the 
Kingdom, from which Exercise of his> Free- 
dom he had been previously interdicted. At 
this Point terminated the Prosecution, which 
may be said to have died of a ^political 
Atrophy. 

While the Rockingham Party, during many 
Years had been excluded from Office, they 
loudly declaimed against Abuses of every 
Description, particularly against the extrar 
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Tagaot Expenditare of the public Money in 
TarioQS Departments, Nor, during the very 
«hort Period that the Treasury was under 
their Controul, which did not exceed three 
Months, can it be denied that they endea- 
voured to manifest the Sincerity of their En- 
gagements. Burke, who stood forward in 
the invidious Character of a Reformer, ac- 
quired no inconsiderable Merit with the 
Country at lai^, by his Exertions to reduce 
exorbitant Demands, or to abolish obsolete 
andovei^rown Establishments of every Kind, 
But, with Lord Rockingham's Life, these 
Efforts wholly ceased. From the Period of 
their Union with Lord North, when they 
began confidently to coant on a quiet Pos- 
session of Power and Emolument, at least 
for a few Years, in consequence of their 
Strength in both Houses of Parliament ; they 
senned to have greatly relaxed in the Seve- 
rity of their political Principles. Above all, 
they manifested a decided Aversion to any 
Reforms which did not originate with them- 
selves, and which were not subjected to 
their own ministerial Controul. A striking 
Exemplification of tl^is Fact, presented itself 
b^ore the End of die Session. 
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Mr. Pitt, who watched all their Conduct, 
and caDvassed all their Measures, with jea- 
ioos, as well as uoremitting Attention ; har- 
ing brought forward a Bill, in order to esta- 
blish Regulations in the Fees, Perquisiles* 
and other Emoluments received in most of 
the public Offices; instead of finding any 
Support from the other Side of the House, 
as might naturally have been expected, met 
with the warmest (^position in that Qaartn*. 
Ijord John Cavendish possessed indeed too 
much Ii^enuousness of Character, altogether 
to dispute the Utility of the Objects pror 
posed, and therefore contented himsdf with 
partially and indirectly resisting the FMaa: 
but. Fox and Burke loaded the Bill, its 
Author, and the Administration of which he 
had lately composed a Part, with the seve- 
rest Epidiets or Imputatioos. One of the 
Topics on which they commonly exhausted 
their Ridicule and Contempt, was the Speech 
pronounced from the Throne, at the Opening 
of the Session. This Cumpositioo, they af- 
fected to consider as a Mass of unuieaniDg 
Promises, either in themselves improper to 
be reduced to Practice, or never inteoded 
for any Purpose, except Delusion. Pitt, 
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therdbre, had in View to rescue the Admi- ' 
nistratioQ in vbich he had occupied a dis- 
tinguished Place, from Charges so injurious;' 
aud when he iutroduced the Measure, he 
observed, that it would prove " Hirf Ma^ 
" jesty's Speech was not full of mere empty 
*' Profession ; but, ou the contrary, the Mi- 
" nisters of that Period, if tbey had con^ 
" tinned in Power, were determined to have 
" carried every Part of it into Effect." Burk^ 
indignant, and accusfomed during many 
Years to treat Lord North, while plunged 
in the Embarrassments of the American' 
War, with Language of great Asperity, did' 
not sufficiently recollect with how differ^at 
an Antag(mist he now had to contend. 
Rising in one of those Paroxysms of Anger 
to which he was subject, he exclaimed, that' 
" the Conduct of the late Cabmet must be 
" exposed, for which Purpose he should' 
" move to lay certain Papers on the Table. 
** The House," added he, " will then haye 
"at once displayed before them, the Plans 
" of pretended Reform, contrasted with the 
" Practicesof Abuse. Prom the Comparison, 
" it may be ascertained whether the Speech 
*' in Question, was not a Parade of Profes- 
" sion and Promise, while their Measured 
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" were fiiH of CrimiQality." Expreaaions so 
strong, were not allowed by Pitt to pass 
without instant Animadversion. " Let the 
" Question between us," replied he, " be 
" brought to an immediate Test, and a full 
*' Enquiry set OD Foot The Right HoDora- 
" ble Gentleman best knows, whether bring- 
" ing forward Plans of theoretical Reform, 
" and committing practical Abuses in Office, 
" do, or do not meet in the same Person." 
Not a Word of Reply being uttered from Uie 
Treasury Bench, Pitt's Bill of Regulation 
experienced no further Opposition on that 
Evening. 

[17th June.] As it advanced however 
through the subsequent Stages, every Spe- 
cies of indirect Hostility was manifested 
towards it, Lord John Cavendish himself 
representing it as useless or unnecessary; 
though Pitt, after entering into all the De- 
tails of its Operation, declared his firm Con- 
viction that it would save the Public, at 
least forty Thousand Pounds a Year. Fox 
repeated the Words used by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ; to which Burke added, 
that the Bill held out the Reverse of true' 
QBConomical Reform ; substituting in its 
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Place, only Vexation and Expence. Some 
of tbe ComparisoDs aod AlloRions made by 
Burke in particular, reflectiog coutemptu- 
onsly OD Pitt, as a Projector and a Re- 
former, appeared, when foiling from Ms Lips, 
to affect his Audience with no little Sur- 
prize ; he having so recently, himself, laid 
Claim to general Approbation, in the same 
Character. As it might nevertheless have 
seemed too indecorous, not to permit the 
Bill to pass the House of Commons, Minis- 
ters allowed it to go up to the Peers : but, 
Uure the whole Force of Government drew 
out in array against the Measure. Even tbe 
Duke of Portland, who seldom exhibited 
any Specimens of Eloquence, stigmatized it 
as " more a Disease, than a Remedy ;" while 
Xx>rd Fitzwilliam decried it, as being both 
trifling and vexatious in its Nature. Thus 
attacked, the Measure was finally negatived. 
Such a Repugnance, demonstrated to the 
very Objects of Retrenchment, which they 
had themselves affected to introduce only a 
few Months before, with so much Zeal, even 
into the Palace, and at the Table of the 
Sovereign ; evidently, because they were 
DOW proposed from a hostile Source ; did 
not tail to make an adequate Impression on 
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the public Mind. It operated to the Dis- 
advantage of the Ministry in every Qnarter 
of the Kingdom ; and by unmasking theni^ 
in some Measure, it silently prepared the 
Way for those astoni^ing JSTents in the 
Interior of the Government, which took 
Place before the Conclasion of the YeAr. 

Some of the Abuses wbichi Pitt bad at- 
tempted to point out and expose, in tbe Pro- 
gress of the Bill which he introduced into tbe 
House of Commons, were indeed of a Des^ 
cription so singular, as to excite not only As- 
fonishment, but, even to produce a D^ree of 
Ridicule. They served to shew what extaisive 
Depredations had been committed upon the 
Public, in many, or in ail tbe principal 0^ 
fices, previous to the Period of Lord North's 
Resignation. That Nobleman formed the 
Mark, at which Pitt levelled his severest Cen- 
sures ; nor could the House alt<^ether refrain 
from Laughter, at one of the Charges, specify- 
ing a Sum of three hundred and forty Pounds 
paid to the Secretary of the Treasury, for the 
Article of FFAijvcort^. The annual Expence of 
the first Minister, for his individual Station' 
try, under which Denomination was bowevei* 
included tbe Whipcord, did not ^1 short; 
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■s it ^>peared, of &irteeB hundred Poands. 
Lord North, wheo called od, made aeveF- 
tfaelees not only a plausible, but, a very 
satis&ctory Defeoce, to moet of the alledged 
items. Relative to the Consumptioo oi 
Wkipcord, which had excited a great deal 
«f Mirth, having professed at the swne Time, 
his total Ignorance, Robinson undertook to 
give 80iDe sort of ExplaoatioD ; which, how- 
ever ingenious, or even well founded H might 
b^ yet diverted, more than it satisfied his 
Hearers. 

ft is certain that daring the Period antece. 
dent to 1782, the Abuses praetised in many 
great officii^ Departnients, which exceeded 
all reasonable Limits, loudly demanded pu-- 
Kcraientary R^ulation. I have, myself, had 
Occasion to betu*. if not to see. Specimens 
imd Instances of Depredation; (for they well 
merited the Name;) which will hardly olitain 
Belief in tbe present Days. I knew with 
some D^ree of Intimacy, a Lord of Trade, 
who possessing a Borough, and a very large 
Fortune, was, himself) a Member of the House 
of Commons in successive Parliaments. On 
his being sworn in at the Board of Trad^ 
be iswed an Order to provide a great Nom- 
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ber of Pewter Inkstands for his own Use; 
wbicb he afterwards comtnuted into one, 
composed of Silver. I have seen him at the 
Levee, dressed id a suit of green Velvety 
fabricated, as Fame reported, out of the 
Materials wdered in his public Character, 
for the ostensible Purpose of making Bags 
to contaio Office Papers. His Friends and 
Correspondents could recognize the Statio- 
nery, of which he had made an ample Pro- 
vision, more thau ten Years aiter the Board 
of Trade itself, abolished by Burke's Bill, 
had ceased to have any Existence. Even 
since 1782, similar Facts are said to have 
taken place. This Gentleman, or rather 
his Wife, formed one on the List of British 
Peerages, intended to have been either revived 
or created, by Lord North and Fox; the 
Number of which, as I recollect, amounted 
to Thirty-two, or Thirty-three; if the Cotdi- 
tioH had forced their way a second Time ' 
into the Cabinet, in the Banning of 1 784, as 
they confidently expected. 

Nor were these the only official and minis- 
terial Appropriations of the public Money, 
to private Purposes, that distinguished the 
Times under our Review. From the Ministry 
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of Sir Robert Walpole, down to the Concla- 
sion of Lord North's GoTemmeDt, few Places, 
of considerable Emolumeot, in any Depart- 
ment, were giveo, wholly unfettered, to the 
nominal Occupant. Even under Lord Rock- 
ingham's first Admbistratiou in 1785, we find 
Wilkes quartered on the whole of the Trea- 
sury ^d Admiralty Boards, to the annual 
Amount of 10402. a Year; the Marquis pay- 
ing bim 5002. ; the inferior Lords of the Tresr 
snry, 002. each; and the Members of the Board 
of Trade, each 402. This curious Fact is 
stated in Home's Letter to " Junius," of the 
StstJuly, 1771. It wRs not attempted to be 
. denied. When the Duke of Grafton, in June 
of the same Year, 1771, accepted the Office 
of Privy ^eal, which had beeu previously 
destined for Lord Weymouth; "Junius" 
more than insinuates, that the last mentioned 
Nobleman was quartered by the Duke upon 
Rigby, who from 1768 to 1782, nominally 
occupied the sole Paymastership of the 
Forces. I knew a £^y of Quality, who 
having been Daughter to a Person high in 
Office, was commonly said to have rode 
sixteen Persons at one Time ; to whom bo- 
Father had given Places, under that express 
Condition or Reservation. I believe she 
outlived ^m all. Gov^nuients, military 
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Appointmento, Offices in the Excise and 
Cuatoms; in a word, Places of erery De- 
scriptioD, at Home and Abroad, were fre- 
qaeotly loaded with Risers. 

I retaember, at the rery Time of which 
I am now speaking, in July, 1783, wbea 
the Bill for r^ulating the Offices in the 
Exchequer, was before the House of Ckim- 
mons; Hossey, enumerating the Abuses 
practised, asked, " Have Ministers nerer 
" heard of quartaing one Person upon ano- 
" tfacT? Will they venture to assert th^ 
" at this Moment, no Individual ostensibly 
" out of Place, is quartered upon the Sa- 
" lary of some Man in Employment? I mean 
" no Imputation on the present Government. 
" Such Practices, I believe, have prevailed 
" under all Administradons, during many 
" Years." Neither Fox, nor Lord North, 
though both the one and the other rose to 
speak durii^ the Course of the Evening, at- 
tempted to contest Hussey's Assertion. Mr. 
Pitt himseti^ when introducing the Bill to 
which Allusion has been recently made, re- 
capitulated many Alienations of public Mo- 
ney, whiclfwere then jH^ctised, but, which 
we can scarcely credit in the presait Times. 
In the Navy Office, wh^e no Feet were 
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iJlowed, wd where, tmder tha$ 2fame, they 
vere disclaimed, the chief Clerk, whose Sa- 
lary di4 iii>t exceed 3502. a Year, received 
ill Oijis annually, full 2i00/. The Lords of 
tiie Treasury were accustomed to . appoint 
their own Serrante to the Place of Stam- 
pers in the Stamp Office; iustantly g^ranting 
them Leave of Absence, so that the Duty 
was performed by Deputy. Not only 
(Joale and Caudles, but, even Articles of 
Fi)niiture w»e ordered by Pavons in high 
Employment, to be seat, at the public 
Expeace, to thdr Houses, both in Ix>Qdon, 
and in the Country. The Pott Office, and 
the Dock Yards, presented Facts equally 
dMoanding Reforni. Pitt declared that th* 
amiual a^regate Charge on Account of Sta> 
tionery Wares, exceeded eighteen Thousand 
Pounds; adding, that be had heard of Apart- 
mrats being papered at the Expence of the 
public. 1 feel it however incumbent on me 
to state, that Lord North made not mly tba 
most explicit and dignified Reply to these 
Allegations, as &r as they regarded him per- 
qooally or officially; but, dononstrated bis 
own Disinterestedness, while at the Head of 
Afiairs. " Whoi I was placed," said he,. 
" in ihs Controul of tl^e Treasury^ I found 
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" that my Predecessors had inrariabty beea 
" sapplied with Coals and Candles at the pnb- 
" lie Expence, according to aDcient, estab- 
" lished Usage, NevertbeletiB I did not avail 
" myself of the Practice, however confirmed 
" by Length of Time, bat, purchased those 
" Articles out of my own Purse." He sub- 
joined, " 1 not Mily took every PrecaatioD, 
" in Order to prev^it Fraud from being cfHo- 
" mittedtnmyName;but,IassuretheHoaBe, 
" I will make the most rigoroas Enquiries, 
" and if I discover Delinquency, 1 will leave 
" nothing undone to bring the OffoiderB to 
" Punishment." All these Modes of angment- 
ing the tair Income or Salary of Office, were 
extinguished, as i know, by Mr. Pitt, when 
he became First Minister, throughout every 
Department of the Revenue, as for 48 his 
ln6ueiice extended. But, he was. necessi- 
tated in many Cases to commit a greater 
Inroad on the Constitution, by distributing 
Honours and Dignities, as a Substitute for 
Emoluments. 

[25th and 26th June.] Notwithstanding 
the Ascendant which Fox exercised over the 
Cabinet, and in particular, over the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, an Event occurred at 
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this Time, where his iD^uence proved une-. 
qual to overcome the Obstacles opposed to. 
it. The Prince of Wales approachiDg the 
Period of his Minority, a separate Establish- 
ment became requisite for him ; and Carlton 
Honse, which had not been inhabited since 
the Decease of the Princess Dowa^r of 
Wales in 1772, was chosen to constitute his' 
future Residence. The Income proper for 
his Royal Highness's Support, became ne- 
cessarily a Subject of Discussion among the 
Members of Administration, and produced, 
great Difference of Opinioo. Fox thoi^ht 
that die Sum of one Hundred Thousand 
Pounds, would not be more than adequate' 
to maintain his State; while Lord John Ca- 
vendish, in wliose immediate official Depart- 
ment, the Business lay, conceived that a' 
Moiety of the Sum might suffice, under the 
Circumstances of the Country, and the In- 
cumbrances on the Civil List. His Majesty 
being of the latter Sentiment, it was adopted ; ' 
and Lord John having acquainted the House 
with the gracious Determination of the So- 
vereign, not to call on bis People for any 
additional Aid to his Civil List, but, to take 
on himself the present Expence of the Heir- 

VOL. III. 2 H 
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af^rrat, Kmited his Demand to the Sum of 
sixty Thousand Pounds, as a temporary 
Supply to the Crown, and sax Outfit Pitt 
instantly stood up, and having expressed 
his peffeet Approbation of the Propofeitioo^ 
as by no means unreasonable t>r exces«T6* 
he passed some very high Encomiums oft 
tlie Prince. Then, addressii^ his Discourse 
pointedly to the Secretary for Foreign Af- 
fairs, he observed that Rumours bad been 
circulated, in a Manner which seemed to 
stamp them with Authenticity, of a very extra- 
ordinary Nature. " Those Rumours," con- 
tinued he, " asserted, that it had been the 
- " Intention of some of the King's Ministers, 
"• contrary to His Majesty's avowed Wishes, 
'* whose paternal Affection for bis Subjects, 
'* suggested very different Ideas to hia Royal 
" Mind ; as well as contrary to a due Cousi- 
** deration for the exhausted Condition of the 
"Country ; to have proposed a very oiormous 
" Sum for the Prince of Wales's Establish- 
"ment. I rejoice exceedingly at finding those 
" Reports practically done away on tbis 
"^ Evening ; but, I trust, that Ministers will 
" take the present Occasion to rise in their 
'^ Places, and to deny that there ever existed 
" the slightest 'Foundation for suoh Assei^ 
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*' tions. On so important a Point, I expect 
" that they will famish na with an ample 
" Explanation." 

Fox, thus called on, rose, and in the 
manly Tone which always characterized him, 
repli^, that as the Vote now proposed^ 
went only to the Sum of fifty Thousand 
Pounds a Year, that Fact formed in itself a 
sufficient Answer to the Question. But, he 
added, that " Fonner Princes of Wales had 
" received lai^er Grants /rom Parliament, for 
" the Support of their Dignity." Having ex- 
patiated with equal Eloquence and Warmth 
of Colouring, on the eminent, as well as shin- 
ing Virtues of the Prince; not omitting the 
Merit of his ready Obedience on the present 
Occasion, to his Majesty's Pleasure ; the 
Secretary added, " If, however, it had re- 
** mained trith tne to advise, or had it been my 
" Province to make the Application of this 
*' Say, to the House, I do not hesitate to 
" repeat that 1 should have asked for a much 
" larger Sum. But, as the Pn^on who pos- 
" sesses the best Right to decide upon that 
" Point, has not coincided with me in 
" Sentiment, it becomes my Duty to obey, 
" aad to act implicitly by his Opinion." The 
2Ba 
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Vote then i^ss^ ivithout a dissentieot Voice; 
butf OD the followiBg Day, when Uie' Report 
was made from the Committee of Supply, 
Governor Johnstone resumed the Subject. 
It required all. the Strength of Nerves which 
he possessed, not to be deterred from toUcb-. 
ing upon a Topic so delicate in itself; neces-. 
sarily exposing the Individual- who agitated 
it, to aVariety of unpleasant Circumstances. 
Without however sufiering these Considera- 
tions to influence his Conduct, Johnstone, 
after expressing his Concurrence and Satis- 
faction at the Resolution of the preceding 
£Tening; observed, that it appeared, the 
Obligation was solely due to His Majesty, 
for taking the Allowance novr made to the 
Prince of Wales, out of the Civil List; as 
well as for limiting to the Sum of sixty 
ThouBcknd Pounds, the Aid demanded of 
Parliament on the present Occasion. " The 
" Ministers of the. Crown," continue he, 
" cannot lay Claim to the slightest D^^ree 
" of Merit, from the Alleviation thus effected 
"in .the Burthens 'to be inDposed upon the 
" People. Much Praise' has indeed been 
'* bestowed -by them, on the Prince of Wales, 
'* for submitting to so limited a Provision: 
" but, not a Syllable has felleu from their 
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" Lips, in Praise of the King, who is the 
"Author of this meritorious. Transaction'. 
" I readily admit His Royal Highness's high 
" Merit;' not, howerer, l)ecause the Grant is 
"IB itself too small, or inadequate; but, he- 
" cause, from the Expressions and Avovml of 
" the Secretary of State, the Prince has bdcn 
" aicouraged to imagine that double th6 
" Snm ought to have been given him, inde- 
" pendent of the Civil List, or of his Father, 
** arismgfromaVote^of Parliament, to he set:. 
'• tiedon'himsdf.'' — " His Majesty's Minister^ 
" are most reprehensible, thus to recommend 
" it in the Deed, and to blast it in the Act'; 
'* insinuating in the plainest Manner their 
"Desire to have granted His Royal High- 
** nes8 double the Provision : at the same 
'* Time informing us, that the present Propo- 
" sition emanates solely from the Sovereign, 
" whose Will on the present Point, they 
'' were unable to controut" — " The actual Al- 
^' lowance of fifty Thousand Pounds a Year, 
" with twelve Thousand more issuing from 
" the Revenues of Cornwall and of Wales, 
." constitute as ample an .^stahMshmeut for 
:" an unmarried Heir-apparent,' as a Country 
■** pressed down by War and Taxation, can 
■^ wjjth Propriety bestow," 
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Fox haviDg maaifested some Marks of 
Ccutempt, or rather, of Lerity, at the I&9t £x- 
pressioQ uttered by Johnstone, the GoTeroor 
exclaimed, " I well know. Mr. Speaker, 
" that the lai^est Sums appear as Mites to 
" the Secretary of State, who is accustomed 
"ioset at Defiance, all Ideas of ModeratiDn 
'' in his own personal Expences ; and v^o 
*' has now adopted the present desper^e £x- 
" pedientfor supplying his Profuuon and his 
" Ambition. To His Majesty alone, w^ owe 
" .the Proposition before us; and no Persons 
" are in general jnore lavish of CDcominms 
*' on the SoTeneign, than the Members of 
** Administration, when they mean toaasnme 
" to themselves the Merit of those Acts. 
" No such Commendations hare bem now 
*' bestowed on the King, who is indirectly 
*' censured for granting so small a Pittance 
" to bis Son. Delicacy ought to have re- 
"strained Ministers from expressing such 
" Sentiments in this Assembly, while they 
" think proper to occupy their official £ra- 
*' ployments. By sullenly refusing to ex- 
" plain whetbec they will not soon call on 
" us for further pecuniary Assistance to the 
•'^ Prince, they even encourage him to 
" incur Debts which must ultimately he 
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*' liquidated by Parliament." A Speedi go 
aboaading with offensiTe Penonalities, it 
might natnrally have been expected, would 
call up the Secretary of State, who seldom 
reraaioed silent under simitar Attacko; IVe- 
vertheless, the whole Treasury Bench sate 
mute, and the House rose immediatdy : bui, 
throughout the whole Proceeding, Fox uo- 
donbtedly appeared rather in the Character 
of a Friend and an Adherent of the Heqr 
to the Throne, than as a GonHdential Servant, 
WMJ a Cabinet Minister <^ George the Third. 
Pitt, even vdiite at the Head of Oppoaitioii, 
- «eemed to act more in the latter Capacity. 

I ought however in Justice to say, that fais 
Pariiameataiy Conduct, daring the whole 
Period of the Co€^ion Administration, dis- 
played Bother an iHiberal, a vindictiTe, nor 
an on^istinguishing Resistance to ministeri^ 
■Measures. On the contrary, he supported 
Government on more than one Occasion, 
when a ^tions Member of the House might 
hare acquired Popularity by an opposite 
'Line of Action. I could cite Instances in 
Proof of my Assertion. In die List of Taxes 
enumerated fey the Chancellor of the £xdie- 
^uer, and brought ferwE^d as Part ^ his 



.y Google 



472 UISTORJOAL [IT8*. 

Wajrs and Means, was one, imposing a 
small Stamp on Receipts. This Tax, wbicb 
~«xpaienced great Obstacles from various 
Parts of the House, excited much Clamour: 
Imt, Pitt refused to lend himself to it, and 
declared his Determination to give the Bill 
hia strenuous Support.- Among the favourite 
Objects of the Shelhurne Ministry, might-be 
-justly reckoned the Steps taken for comr 
'pelling public Acconntants to pay in their 
balances of national Money. Powis having 
About this Time, demanded whether Admi- 
nistxatioD was occupied on a Subject so im- 
portant to the State ; and Kenyon following 
up the Question, by asking if the Bill filed 
against Powell, as one of the Executors of 
the late Lord Holland; but, which bad been 
suspended by Powell's tragical Death, was 
about to be prosecuted ; the Solicitor Gene- 
ral, (Lee), rose in Reply. With the Sincerity 
and Independence of his natural Character, 
which disdained all Circnmlocution, he an- 
swered, that *' he never would revive the 
"Bill, to the Extent of the farmer, which 
" Powell's End had arrested," '■'■ The old 
." Bill," subjoined he, " reclaimed all the 
." Interest ever made by Lord Holland, while 
■" Paymaster of the Forces, out of the pnblip 
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" Money, m his Possession. I hold this 
" Measure to be sd oppressive, as well aa 
"uigust; so coDtrary to lung established 
"Usage, and of a Nature which would oc- 
" casiou such Apprehensions among all the 
^'Descendants of former Paymasters, that 
*' I. will rather resign my Office, tluui con^ 
" sent to countenance it" r 

Fox did not let pass the Occasion thu» 
offered him, of justifying bis Father's Me^ 
raory, at the Expence of the late Admioistra* 
tion. " My noble Relation," observed he; 
" was the only Paymaster . of the Forpes. 
*'' whom those Ministers selected for the Pur- 
" pose of exacting from bis Executors, Sums 
"which, if extorted, must reduce his Fa* 
" mily to B^gary. For, what was their D«- 
" mand ? — The Interest, not of Mopey witb- 
" held from the Public, after it; had beep re^ 
" claimed by Government; but,. the whol^ 
." accumulated Gain made by Lord Hollapd» 
"while at theHead of the Pay Office. Thiy 
." was a .Prosecution, which, if the Situation 
" in which I porsonally stood with Respect 
** to the last Cabinet, be considered, looked 
" very much like Persecution." Anxious 
proba.bly to effi^ce such an Imputatioo, 
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tfarewn on the Iiulividiials with wfaom he was 
•o closely comected, Pitt iostaDtly stood 
op, and declared that be did not think, la- 
terest oi the retroiipectiTe and comprefaenHTe 
Nature described, oaght to be demanded by 
the Pnblic. But, be justified the late At- 
torney General, (KenymiX for havii^ laid 
Claim to it on the Part of the Conntry, as 
that Law Officer cooceiTed it to be his Duty. 
Adding, "an Attorney General ought not 
" to exercise his Discretion on sucb a Point, 
" or to leaTe unclaimed, any supposed Right 
** of the Grown." Burke, boweres-, starting 
ap, exclaimed, " Precisely on the ssme 
** Ground, m^t the iniquitous MioHiters of 
** Hmry the Seventh, Empson and Dudley, 
** be defended !" Here the Matter teminated. 

[10th July.] The fruitless Attempt made 
'-by Pitt, to r^ulate the Abuses of Fees in 
the public Offices, did not constitute the 
«Bly msnccessful parliammtary fMlbrt un- 
dertaken by him, daring the Session. A 
«bort Time before its Ck>Be, liotd John Ca- 
"TOKliBh, as it would a[^>ear, somewhat in- 
«Mtionsl7 or inadvertently laid on the 
Table, a Book containing the List of pahlic 
AcceuntoatSt to ^idiom Simus of Meae^ 
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exceedng in the wbole {oHy4owr MillioDS, 
had been issaed by GoTerameDt, for which 
thef had nerer pamed tmy Accounts bef<n« 
HtB Anditws of the In^^re^t Pitt instantly 
ende&PDured to induce the House to vote an 
Addr^s to the Ctovb, requesting His Ma- 
jesty to take Measures for compelling the 
Paw)n8 named, to account fer those Saw*; 
and for prereotittg a future Recurrence of 
tiie same Abme. He seemed authorized ta 
assume, that such a Motion would be ^ 
analogous to the avowed Diepositiou and 
Pro&Bsions of the BockiiighEun Party, %9 
coEfienence from them any Resistance. AU 
HaB Ability, Eloquence, Wit f^ legenuity 
lof the ministerial Benches, were nev^the- 
lc88 called «vt, in order .to ivvaKdftte the 
Authenticity of tiie very Document, laid by 
the C%anceAloT of the Exchequer on the 
Table; which Book, his Colleagues now 
^eclaied to be destitute of proper Apthori^, 
and comequendy, aa npwU^ as well as io- 
«fficient Basis, en which to Ibwid the pro- 
posed Address to the Throne. 

l^is Treatment of Lord John io his o^cial 
CiqMdty, as Minister of Finance, by bis own 
^^rietids, in the Face of the Houflie of C«m- 
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mons, did not appear at first Sight, either the 
most respectful to him, or even the moet'der 
corous to themselves. Sheridan with consum- 
mate Address; coDtriTed, however, to raider 
it in some Measure palatahle, hy a ddicate 
Mixture of Compliment to his Inte^ty, ami 
of Censure on bis Prudence: while Lord 
North and Fox played their whole Artillery 
upon Pitt The two Secretaries of State 
seemed on that Day, to act in perfect Con- 
cert, and to be cordially united. To Fox; 
the Motion was, indeed, one of deep Inter 
rest; his Father standing on. the List, no- 
nrinally for twelve, out of the forty-four 
Millions, which had not been formal^ 
passed by the Auditors of the imprest; 
though it seemed to be gencs^Iy admitted, 
that the Money issued to Lord Holland, 
was substantially accounted for by that 
Nobleman's £xecutors. Fox objected iii 
strong T«'ms, to the Assertion of any spe- 
cific Sum remaining unaccounted for in the 
Exchequer, and indirectly accused Pitt of 
meaning to implicate Lord- Holland, by the 
proposed Vote, as a Defaulter. " The 
" Right Honorable Gentleman," added he, 
*" has probably the same Intentions, as those 
'* Individnftls manifented, who, when my nor 
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** ble Relation had ip' His 'Hands about four 
" hundred thousand Poifods of the public 
"Money, called him the Z)«/a«/ter o/'umie- 
" counted MillioHS." Nor was the Secretary 
lees sereiie en fais Colleague, the Chancellor 
of the Eiccfaequa', thsai -Sheridan had been; 
blatning Lord John's injudicious Candour, 
in .producmg a Soclitnent, of which so iqju- 
fious a Use haA been made by the Opposi- 
tion. Haring Anally expunged the moat e»- 
seiitial Clauses of the proposed Address to 
the Throne, Ministers allowed it to pass the 
HousSe. '■ ■ 

[lethJuly.] The Session, protracted to the 
middle of July, now drew towards a Termi- 
nation. During the Space of about three 
Months that Parliament reiaained sifting 
after the Formation of the new Ministry, both 
Houses, in particular, the Commons, had ma- 
nifested the utmost Disposition to give them 
- every Support. The Opposition, tho^b 
conducted by Pitt and Dundas, while it was 
.tacitly^ as well as powerfully sustained by 
Jenkinson ; yet rarely ventured on a " Divi- 
.sion, which only exposed the Paucity and 
'biwiority of their Numb^^. Lord North, 
.however obdcuwd . he might be by the sa- 
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P«dor Ebergy of Fox, still ninained ibe 
nominal Leada" of a teiy numerons Body, 
wbo looked to bim for Protection against 
tiie violent Members of the Rockingbam 
Party. But, his Colleague, without tfaa 
Title, was already become Ufa real First 
Minister ; as the great Elarl of Gbatbam had 
been formerly, under the late imd present 
Heign, when only Secretary of State, or 
whm holding the Priry Seal. The Strength 
of Fox^s Character, the Activity of his 
Mind, the Warmth of his Friendship, and 
the Splendour of his Talents ; — this Combi- 
nation of Endowments naturally attracting 
Adherents, enabled liim to absorb the whole 
Power of GoTemment. Burke, ardent, in- 
defatigable, and never losing Sight of his 
Object, impatiently looked forward to the 
great Task of reforming and remodelling 
India. The advanced Season of the Year at 
which the Administration came into Powet, 
and that Circumstance only, had induced 
Fox, as well as his Colleagues, to allow the 
present Session to elapse, without imme- 
diately availing themselves of the Patro- 
nage, and multiplied SonrOes of Advantage, 
whidi the Indian Empire offoed to thevc 
Avidity, ft presented a rich Harvest 
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which they deroored by Anticipation ; and 
the Bnjoymrat of which they reluctanUy 
postponed, evea for a few Months. But, 
the Magnitude, Importance, and compU- 
cated Nature of the poUtical Machine by 
which India was governed, demanded ma- 
ture Delibo^tion, before they Tentnred ta 
reconstruct it, as they meditated, entirely on 
new Principles. It was therefore finally 
det^miued in the Cabinet, to call Parlia- 
ment together early in the approaching An'- 
tomn, for the Purpose ; and the King was 
expressly made to declare the Intention, in 
his Speech pronounced from the Throne, on 
the Prorogation. Sheridan, by a wonderful 
Comlnnation of almost all the Talents which 
can meet in Man, under tbe Controul of 
noaiterable Equality of Temper, began al- 
ready to compete with Burke in parlia- 
mentary Estimation ; and frequently ob> 
tained a more ready or patient Hearing fi-om 
tbe House. Every Day, while it confirmed 
tbe Ascendant which he had there acquired, 
placed him higher among the most distin- 
guished Supports of Administration. 

If the Coalitiott looked round at Home, 
they beheld at ibi& Period, a docile Pariini- 
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meat, origioally called t<^tber by Lord 
North ; imd of which Assembly be still re- 
taiaed in his Hands, many of the secret 
-Springs or Keys, in both Houses. Abroadj 
every tbiog aDDOuoced the Coatinuance of 
■Peace. America was indeed lost; bat^ 
- the emancipated Colonies had ceased to be 
hostile to Great Britajn. France, exhausted 
even by her late Advantages beyond the 
Atlantic, weak in her GrOTemment, and alto- 
gether convulsed or deranged in her Finan- 
ces ; already nourished in her Vitals the 
. Seeds' of that fatal Revolution, which has 
since overturned Order, Religion, Morals, 
and the fmcient Fabrick of Europe. Joseph 
the Second, Emperor of Germany, suppress- 
'ing Monasteries and religious Establish- 
nients with one Hand ; with the other, in 
direct Violation of all sabsisting Treaties, 
rashly and wantonly demolished to their 
Foundations, the Works of the Garrison 
Cities of the Austrian Netherlands. I wit- 
nessed, myself, during the Course of that 
Summer, the Expulsion of the last Remains 
of the Dutch Troops maintained in the Bar- 
rier Towns, and the Destruction or Demo- 
lition of the Forti6cations themselves. Ex- 
cept Luxemboar^, placed at one Extremity, 
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toivards €rennany \ and Uie Citade) of Ant' 
werp, situate at the other Temiiuatioii of 
Flanders ; it was obvious that scarcely any 
Obstacle remained, to exclude France from 
OTerrunning the Low Countries at her Plea- 
sure. If these Reflections appeared how- ' 
ever to cause no Uneasiness to Ministers, 
yet a domestic Source of just Anxiety which 
they coald not surmount, presented itself 
in the fixed and unconquerable Alienation 
of the Kiu^. ' In vain did they endeavour 
to insinuate thems^ves into his pa:«onal 
Favour. He received- with Formality and ' 
Coldness, all their Advances; allowed them 
to dictate Measures ; gave them Audiences, 
signed Papers, and complied with their Ad- 
vice : but, be neither admitted them to his 
Confidence, nor ceased to consider them as 
Objects of his individual Aversion. The 
Consciousness of this Sentiment existing in 
the . royal Bosom, which sunk deep into 
Fox*s Mind, naturally impelled him to sub- 
stitute other FouDdatioDS, on which to con- 
struct, and to perpetuate his ministerial 
Greatness. 

No Man who has enjoyed the Opportuni- 
ties of studying Fox's Character, or of being^ ' 

VOL. III. 2 I 
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Jtrfond^d re^pectmg his i^i6fHfcd Liere of 
Action, W which f fiare had AcrtSs ; dan 
ho^evef dchxht thai he would htrve pt^eferted 
OetitteH^i Wore Force, aflnf €to<iiKtttidti hi 
Tt^lkreUce to harsher Methods of confirmiDg: ' 
fan rdxrer, if the Means of accomplishing it 
hdA be^D opAi to him. He wefl knew hoW 
difficnlt it was to retain Office ihr Defiance of 
the Soreragn ; and he could not be ignorant 
ihat by his Junction with Lord North, 
though he had stormed the Cabinet, be had 
lost his Popularity. All liis original Prin- 
ciples were monarchical, and even bis Ambi- 
tion partook of the Pliability of his Nature. 
His very Necessities rendered him ductile, 
and loudly called on him to bestow, some 
Attention on his private Fortune. In feet. 
We may question whether a more comply- - 
ing Minister, or one more disposed to httve 
gratified his Master in every Intimate Ob- 
ject of royal Desire, could have been found 
ftmokig His M^esty's Subjects. Mr. Pitt 
fiiauifested by no means the same Acqui- 
escence, or the same Suavity and ready 
Submission, on a Variety of Occasions^ when 
afterwards in Office, He was on the con- 
trary, often intractable aud pertinacious, as 
t know, even upon Points painfully interest: 
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ing to the King. But, if Geongc the Third 
did not regard him vith Afiiectiait, be «t 
least consider^ him with Esteem ; and un- 
^rtnnately &r Fox, it was not easy to ac- 
quire the Favour of the Sover^gD, exc^ 
through the Channel of his moral Approhar 
tion. " Hoefonte dtrimta Ciades" It was 
in Tain that the Secretary watched for a 
Moment of Weakness, of which he would 
no doubt have profited, to insinuate himself 
into the royal Confidence. There existed 
BO Mistresa to fecilitate his Approaches, to 
soften A^terities, and to J<Hin' the Medium 
of IteconciliatiDo. Under Geoige the j^rst, 
the Duchess of Keudal, or the Countess of 
DarlhigtoB, would have performed that 
Office for him, though not gratuitously ; as 
Mrs. Howard, or Madame de Walmoden, 
VDuId equally have done with George the 
Sec(Hid. 

^r can we reasanaUy question oo the 
Qlher Hand, that His Jtf^jesty justly appre- 
ciated the Secretary^ Character, and was 
veil aware that he would not prore more 
intractable or rigid while in Office, than 
other Men. But he did not choose to avail 
2i2 
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himself of such Assistance. I know tbat 
9ome three or four Years after the Time «f 
which I now speak, the King finding him- 
self alone with the Duke of Queensbaryr 
who had been one of tiie Lords of his Bed- 
ehamber ever since his Accession to" th# 
Crown, and with whcun he was accustomed 
to eonverse unreservedly on maoy Subjects ;. 
the Discourae turned on the Coalition Mi- 
nistry. " Sir," said the Duke, " Youf Ma- 
" jesty might safely have allowed Mr. Fox 
" to r«nain in Office, and you would haro 
** found in him etery Disposition to comply 
" with your Wishes. I can assert as an 
" undoubted Fact, that there was scarcely . 
" any Proof of his personal Devotion, or any 
" Sacrifice that he would not hare made, 
" to acquire your Favour." " He never said 
*' as much to me," answered the King. " No, 
" Sir," replied the Duke, " assuredly he 
" did not, because Your Majesty never gav^ 
" him any Encouragement to venture on 
** taking such a Step." George the Thirds 
during the eight or nine Months of his 
Captivity, only looked to Emancipation, 
and never attempted to gain or to conciliate 
his Ministerial Jttilors. 
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Bfeanwbile emei^ng, as the Duties of his 
high Office compelled him, from the Dissi- 
pation and Society of Brookes's; Fox, du- 
ring this brilliant, but, transitory Portion of 
his Life, fulfilled with unirersal Approbap 
tion, I might erea say, Admiration, all the 
essentia, no less than the ostensible Func- 
tions of Secretary of State. At his House 
in Grafton Street, where he resided, he re- 
ceived and entertained t^ foreign Ministers 
then resid^it in London from the various 
£urop«in Courts, with distinguished Eeiat. 
They, who were never weary of his Co'nv^^ " 
saition, respected his Talents, while they 
admired the immense Variety of his Informa- 
tion on all diplomatic Points. Delighted 
at the Facility vrith which he wrote or 
conversed in French, an Accomplishment 
not so general at that Tune, as it is now 
become; they were not less gratified by the 
liberal Hospitality of his Table, added' to 
the noble Amenity and Frankness of bis 
Manners. Nor can it be sufficiently regret- 
ted, that a Man so much formed to hare 
done Honor, and to have rendered essential 
Service to his Country, as Fox ; should, by 
the Errors or Imprudencies of bis own Coo- 
4iict, have rendered iumself obnoxious to 
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bjs Sovere^D, and tfans have excladed Iiim- 
sdf from Office. We cannot reflect witboat 
Concern, ttiat in the Course of a Life pro- 
longed to its fifty-dghth Year, Fox sat only 
about laneteen Months in the Cabinet, taken 
Blt(%ether: while Pitt, who terminated Ins 
comparatJTely short Career at forty-seven, 
paraed aknost his whole Life after he at- 
tuned to Manhood, in the first Employ- 
nienta ; or rather, in the highest Sitnaition of 
State, that of Prime Minister. However we 
may dilate as to the Saperiority of Taienl^ 
in these two extraordinary and ilhtstrions 
Men, Posterity will be at no Loss to decide 
respecting the Superiority of their Judg^ 



[Aagast] Pitt availing himself of this 
Interval of political Leisure, afforded him 
by the Triumph of the CoalitioH, and the 
'Recess of Pai-liament, endeavoured to ^atch 
% hasty Glimpse of the Continent, which he 
had sciEU-cely ever before visited. As if he 
foresaw that no other Occasion would ever 
E^in present itself for the Gratification of 
his Cariosity, he crossed over to Calais, add 
directed his Course in the first Instancy to 
Rheitns. Lord Hiurlow followed his £xi 
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ajilipk. Mr. Gieofi^ . Rose, v/h« had Ue^ 
one of tjie Xiwo Seo^taries of the Treasury, 
when Pitt filled the Post of Chancellor of 
the iplxchequer ; an4 ^ho has since deeer- 
s^lf risen by his diatingfuiKhed linaacu^ 
T^nts or Serricee, to much Jbj^her offijci^ 
Situations ; accompanied Lord l^uidov. J 
met them by Accident, at Antwerp. Pitt 
proceeding afterwards to Pari^, was ffre- 
aettted by «ur Embassador, the P^^^e ,yf 
Mancbest0-, to Louis the .l^^teeBt|y jtt Jr'ftp 
tainbleau, where the Fjench Cq,ui^ ftl^^ajM 
passed a copai^ei^Ie Poiti<>p ,af the Alt' 
'^omn. Bis JVame, ^nd <the ^^e ^f l|is dis- 
lii^ished Abilities, ^rhich bad |weceded ; his 
Appearance, disposed .^1 to jadjoiis itiip : 
bat, the -King, inComplianoewith.diestu^^ 
jEtiguette, tluit interdicted him froin spew- 
ing to Foreigners, who :were presented.^ 
Court; when added to his natural l^ypessj 
did not, I believe, exchaqge one Word with 
Pitt The Queen, whose superior Enei^ oi 
Mind emancipated her from such Reatraints, 
treated him with the utmost DistinctioD. 
Marie Antoinette entered into Conversatioa 
with him, as &r as his cold Manner, ei^ 
creased by an impetfect Knowledge of the 
French Language, would permit him ,tp 
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engage in Discourse. " Monsieur,^ said she 
to him, on bis retiring, with a Mabner even 
more expressive than the Words, " Je suit 
" charmie de vous voir, et de vous avoir vue." 
IMtt took Care to return to London from hts 
short Excursion, in Time to attend the Meet- 
ing of Parliament. 

While the two I>eaders of Ministry, and-of 
Opposition, were thus respectively occupied, 
the one in his officii Duties at Home, and 
the other on the Continent ; the King be- 
came a Prey to faahitual Dejection. Througb- 
out all the Troubles of his Reign, whe^ 
Wilkes and when " Junius" excited Dis- 
affection among his Subjects, as well as 
daring the most distressful Periods of the 
American War; or when the Capital exhi- 
bited Scenes of Outrage and of popular Vio- 
lence ] he bad maintained a serene Coun- 
tenance, Bud manifested an unshaken Firm- 
ness. But, his Fortitude sunk under the 
Bondage to which the Coalition had sub- 
, jected him. His natural Equality of Temper, 
Suavity of Manners, and Cheerfulness of De- 
portment, forsaking him in a great Measure, 
he became silent, thoughtful, taciturn, and 
uncommunicatiTe, Sometimes, wheit he re* 
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sided at Windsor, mounting his Horse, ac- 
companied by an Equerry and a single 
FooliDan ; after riding ten or twelve Miles, 
scarcely opening his Lips, he would dis- 
mount in order to inspect his Honnds, or to 
fiew his farming Improvements: then get- 
ting on horseback again, he returned b&ck 
to the Queen's Lodge in the same pensive 
or disconsolate Manner. From time to timc^ 
he admitted Mr. Jenkinson and XiOrd Thur- 
low, both of whom were Privy Conncillors, 
to pay their respects to him. He even re- 
peated to the latter of those distinguished 
Persons, his Wish already expressed, of going 
over to his Electoral Dominions for a few 
Mouths ; and abandoning to the Ministers, 
the Power of which they had got Possession. 
But, Lord Tburlow, after again dissuading 
him from having recourse to any strong or 
violent Expedients for procuring present 
Emancipation ; exhorted him to wait for a 
favorable Occasion, which Fox's Impetuosity 
or Imprudence would probably furnish, to 
liberate himself from the Yoke of the Coo- 
Ution. Time soon presented the propitious 
Moment for putting this Advice into Exe- 
cution. 
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[S^tember.] His ACi^ettir renaining iik- 
fleablein his ReselutioD not to cnnte^ay 
SritisJk Peers od tbe muustenal fiecom- 
jnendation, they contented diQiDS«lTeB witb 
taiderwg turn m List «f dgbt or june Jnuft 
Peen^^. Howev^ iiductuctl};, fae yet coiir 
MBted to ejcerasB this Act of the Pierogar 
tire. Nearly about tbe same Time, the '4e&- 
Aitive Treaties of Peace w^e concluded with 
Jounce and Spain; while David Hartley, who 
)md been sent to PariB «3^cffi6ly for tbe Pur- 
•pose, signed anotiier Ti<eaty with America. 
Hartley, who was Member for Hull, -tboogfi 
-deistitiite of any personad RecommendatioM 
«f Manner, possessed some . Talent, with 
.muuUied Probity, added "to inde&tigable 
.P^veverBnoe and Labour. His Sight, which 
was very defectiTe, compelled him always to 
wear Spectacles. The Rockingham Party 
contained not among them a more zealous 
Adherent; bnt, in Parliament, the intolerable 
Length, when increased by the Palness of his 
Speeches, rendered him an absolnte Nui- 
sance, even to his own Friends. His rising 
always opo^ted like a Dinner Bell. One 
Day, that he had thus wearied out tbe 
Patience of his Audience ; having nearly 
cleared a very full House, which was re- 
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dttoed frcAn thtee Hnndred, to about eiglity 
PetfiOHi, half a6le^ ; just at a Time when 
he 4ra6 eoEpected to close, be wiexpectedly 
kMvrI tblit the Riot Act sb»Uld be pead, 
ta a BoCument necftssaiy to elucidate, or 
-to-pbOre, -some.'of hisToregtni^ AflsertKmB.. 
Burke, trho sat close by faim, atnd wbo iri^ 
ing to qfieak to the Qacsiion under Discm- 
fliOD, which was a Part of the Budget, 4iad 
iieen .blasting Trith Iimpaiieiice for more 
tbtm au tfotir and a Half; finding Inniself 
«D ictnelly <diBappohrted, faonnced up, ez- 
^Mtaing, wbUe iie laid h<M. of Haiittey by 
^'06at,"TheiCiot Act! my dear Fnend. 
"fthe Riot Act! to what Purpose! don't 
" yttn see tiiot the Mob is ialreadyrceBa|iilete 
" iy dispersed ? You have not twenty Hear- 
" ers." Tbe sarcastic Wit of this Rdmarli^ 
in the Sfote of the House, which presented 
•to tbe View only empty -Benches ; when en- 
vreaaed by the Manner and ^ne ef D^psciT, 
in whicli Bdrke uttered it ; convulsed every 
Penon present except Hardiey, who neree 
cjmuged Countenance, and maisted on die 
-Riot Act bei&g read by one of the Cln-ks. 
Lord North himself recounted tbia Story to 
Sir John Macpherson, from wfaotn I re- 
ceired it 
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, I have heard the late Eari of Lireipool, 
then Mr. JenkiiisoD, say, that Hartley haT- 
mg risen to speak, about Five o'Cloek, 
daring the Session of the Year 1779, in the 
Month <^ June, or of July; and it being 
generally und^^tood, that he would mt- 
doabtedly continue a long Time on his 1^^, 
•8 he was to conclude with making a Mo- 
tion ; Mr, Jenkinson profited of the Occa- 
sion to breathe some Country Air. He 
walked, therefore, from the Hous^ to his 
Residence in Parliament Street; from whence 
mounting his Hors^ he rode out to a Place 
that he rmited, some Miles from Town. 
There he dined, strolled about, and in the 
Evening rcstumed slowly to London. As it 
was then near Nine o'Clock ; before he went 
down a second Time to the House of C(Hn> 
m(»s, he dispatched a Servant to Mra. Ben- 
net, the Housekeep^, requesting to be in- 
formed of the Names of the principal Persons 
who had spok^ in the Course of die Debate, 
and likewise to know about what Hour a 
Division might probably be expected to take 
Place. The Footman brought back for An- 
swer, that Mr. Hartley continued still speak- 
ii^, but, was expected to close soon; and 
that no other Person had yet tism except 
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himself. In Fact, wfaea Mr. Jeokinson en- 
tered, the .House soon afterwards. Hartley 
jremained exactly in the same Place and 
Attitude as he was, near fire Honrs before; 
regardless of the general Impatience, or of ' 
the profound Repose into which the Majo- 
rity of bis Hearers were sunk. However 
incredible this Anecdote appears, I have 
related it without Bxa^eration. 

[October.] Autumn produced universal 
Tranquillity; a Peace with Holland, follow- 
ing the Treaties made with France, Spain, 
and America. In India, Hostilities had 
been long terminated with the Mharattas; 
and the Death of Hyder Ally, the most for- 
midable Enemy with wfaiHn we had to c(»- 
tend in the East, which took place in De- 
cember, 1782, enabled us to continue die 
Contest with France in that Quarter of the 
World, till the Arrival at Madras, of tiie 
Intelligaice of a General Pacification in Eu- 
rope. I availed myself of a fortunate Cir- 
cumstance, to convey the first Information 
of this Event to India, and thereby stopped 
the further Effusion of Blood. Lord Wal- 
singha^ who honored me with bis Fri^d- 
ship, having in his Possession two " Extra- 
■' ordinaiy Gazettes," issued on the 23rd of ' 
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January, 1783, gave me one of them ; which 
Gazette I forwarded on the aAth of that 
Month, by the common Post, overlaod, 
tfaroDgh Vienna, Constantinople, Aleppo, 
and Bussora, to a Friend at Madras. It con* 
tained the Preliminaries of Peace juat signed 
at Paris, between Great Britain, France, and 
Spain. The King's Ministers, as well as the 
E^t India Company, were equally bound 
by every Principle of Humanity and Policy, 
to have anticipated that Gazette. But, 
Lord Sydney, then Secretary of State for 
the Department, having delayed, (on Account 
of the iinsettled Nature of the Adminisba- 
tion, which continued during many- Weeks 
in a Species of Suspension, after Lord Sfael- 
bnrae's Resignation;) to dispatch the " Cro* 
codile" Frigate, with the Intdl^nce; and 
the Court of Directors remaimng from the 
■ame Cause, equally n^Iigent or torpid ; 
my Letter reached Madras, about the mid- 
dle of the following Month of Jiue. Full 
six Weeks elapsed, subsequent to that Time, 
before any official Information, mther from 
the Court of Versailles, from the British 
GoT^-nment, or from the East India House, 
arrived on the Coast of Coromandd. Onr 
Position, at the Moment when my Acconnt 
Ifrw received in &&t Quarter of the Globe, 
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ungfat be esteemed most critical, as we had 
iferdied tbe Si^e of CadiMore, and were 
Boder honAy Apptfebaxeiim at a Sally being 
iDade od the PtM of &e fEneray ; whose 
Force wHbia the Walls, fer exceeded the 
dumber of our own Troops stationed in the 
Trenches before- the Place. Under these 
Circumstances, Lord Macartney, then Go- 
vernor of Madras, having dispatched his 
Secretary, Sir Geoi^e Staunton, to Ciiddar 
lore, with the Gazette which my Friend bad 
laid before him; Bussy, who commanded 
the French Forces, recognized its Authen- 
ticity, and consented to publish an immedi- 
ate Cessation <tf Arms. When tbe Account 
of BO extraordinary a Fact was receired in 
London Scorn Madras, early in 1784, to* 
gether with the Recognition of its beneficial 
Results to the East India Company; ft^ 
Member of the Court of Directors, who- then 
enjoyed great Consideration in Leadenhall 
Street ; impressed with a Sense of tbe pub- 
lic Bmefits that h&d accrued from it, erinced 
n Desire of procuring for me, as its Author, 
borne honorary Mark of the Company's Sar 
tisftction or Gratitude. But, on his men- 
-tioning the Subject to the Chairmao, and 
Deputy Chairman, they observed, that to 
thank me for sending out. Intelligence of the 
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ConcIuBiOD of Peace, must seem to imply 
a tacit Condemnation of their own Delay, in 
so long' withholding, or rather, in neglecting 
to forward the Information. The Business 
remained therefore onnoticed ; but I do not 
the less reflect upon it, as one of the most 
gratifying Acts of my whole Life. 

Hyder Ally, who had raised himself, like 
Buonaparte, from the Rank of a nulitary 
Officer in the Service of his Native Prince, 
. the Rajah or Soverei^ of Mysore, to the 
Possession of supreme Power in that Coun- 
try; was, beyond all Competition, the great- 
est Man whom India had beheld, since the 
Entry of Nadir Shaw into Dehli; or perhaps, 
unce the Death of Aurung Zebe. It was 
twice the Lot of Hyder, to overrun the Car- 
natic, and to penetrate to the Gates of Mar- 
dras. . His first Inuption, which took Place 
in 1769, may even be said to have dictated 
the Treaty of Peace, concluded under the 
very Walls of the City. Governor Du Pr6, ' 
who then presided over the East India Com^ 
pany's Affairs on the Coast of Coromandel; 
held more than one Interview with Hyder, 
while the N^;otiatioDs were still pending, in. 
order to adjust, or to accelerate the Con- 
ditions. Insensibly, during these personal 
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Conferences, as thdr matual Distrust and 
Distance wore off, the Nabob put manj 
Questions to Du Pr6, indicating equally the 
^nla^ment of his' Mind, and displaying the 
^aey Familiarity of his Manners. One of the 
Circumstances which most excited the Eng- 
lish Gotemor's Astonishment, was to see 
that Hyder had no Eye-brows ; nor, indeed, 
ft single Hair left on any Part of his Face. 
A Man constantly attended near him, whose 
sole Function and Employment consisted in 
puHing out, with a Fair of Nippers, the first 
Hair that made its Appearance on the Sul- 
tan's Countenauce. Hyder perceiving the 
Surprize which this Fact occasioned in Du 
Pr6,'said to him, " I observe, that you won- 
" derat my having no Eye-brows; as well 
" as at my Attention in causing every Hair 
** that appears on my Face, to be imme- 
* diately eradicated. The Reason I will 
" expltun to you. I am the Nabob of My- 
** gore, and it forms an Object of Policy 
*'* with me, that my Subjects should see no 
" Face in my Dominions, resembling the 
" Countenance of their Sovereign." Dii Pr6 
assured Sir John Macpherson, to whom 
he related this Anecdote, that he believed 
Hyder's Practice proved him to possess a 
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coDsuoiinate Roowledge of Human Nature 
especially of his own Subjects, " Fdr," 
»dded he, " the Impression which the Nbp 
." bob's Physiognomy made upon mysd^ 
.'* was not a little encreaaed by its Singu- 
*' larity." From the universal Testimony of 
all those Europeans who had Opportunities 
of knowing this extraordinary Prince, k is 
unquestionable that bis Manners, Voice, and 
Deportmeut, were the most soft and ingra- 
tiating to be imagined, whenever he wished 
to please, or Affected to be gracious and 
benign : but, he was terrible, and often fero- 
cious in his Anger, like the Caliph Haroun- 
Alraschid, or like Peter the First of Russia; ^ 
He died of Abcesses, or Cancers, in his 
XiOins; probably, the Consequences of De- 
bauchery ; which carried him off before he 
attained to old Age. After a War, which 
from its Commencement at Lexington in 
1775, had lasted near eight V^rs, the World 
began to enjoy Repose; but, the Efforts 
made by the Coalitiou to consolidate thar 
political Power, soon produced at Home the 
most violent Convulsions, which terminated 
in their total Downfal. 

Two great legal Characters finished their 
Course nearly together, in the Autumn of 



.y Google 



;1783.] . MEMOIRS. 409 

1783. DaqDiiig,.in AoguBt; and Wallace, 
in November. Both were eminent in their 
Profession; but, all the intellectual Supe- 
riority lay on the Side of the former. Yet 
Fortune bad a greater Share than Merit or 
Talents, in elevating the one to the Peerage, 
while the other felled of attaining to that 
Enjinence. If I^rd North's Administration 
{lad continued two or three Years longer, 
and coDsequaitJy if Lord Shelbume had 
he&a excluded .from Office, their Destiny 
might probably have been reversed. I have 
, been assured, that a short Time bc£)re Lord 
Ashburton's Decease, these two dutingnish- 
ed Lawyers finding themselves by Accidait 
in the satne Inn at Bagsfaot ; the one, on his 
Way down into. Devonshire, and the odier 
returning from thence to London; both of 
them conscious that thw Recovery from the 
Disorders under which they laboured, was 
desperate ;~KKprefl8ed a strong mutual Wish 
to enjoy a last Interview with each other. For 
that Purpose, they were carried into the same 
Apartment, laid down on two Sofes nearly 
opposite, and remained together for a long 
Time in Conversation. They then parted, 
^ Men ^bo could not hope to meet again 
in this World. By Wallace's Decease, Lee 
2 k2 
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became Attoraey-General, and Mansfield 
wa&r^laced m his former Sitaation of S'oli- 
citop^^eraT, which he had filled under 
Lord NorUi'a Admiaiatratimi^ 

I passed a conaiderable Part of the AiF' 
tumn with Lord Sackville, at Drayton in 
NorthamptonBhire> Though in his eixty^ 
ei^th Year, he possraaed Activity of Body,. 
Cheerfioloeas of Temper, and the perfect Pos- 
session of all his Faculties. Drayton faa^ 
formerly belonged to the MordauntSr Earls 
of Peterborough ; fix>m whom it passed into 
the Possession of Henry, Duke of Norfolk, 
by his Marriage with Lady Mary Mordaunt^ 
under the Reign of William the Third. He 
did not however long retain it, having been 
divorced from die Duchess, on Account of 
a criminal Cosnexitm which she carried on 
with Sir John Germaia: and as the Duke 
had no Issae by her, Jimy^n reverted to th& 
Lady. Lord SackviUe havii^, as it is welF 
knowi^ assumed the Name of Germain, and 
havinginheTitedtheEstateofDreyton,it wa» 
natural that I should enqnire how he came tv 
be called to ^at Succession. He has fre- 
quently related to me the Particulars, which 
I shall recount in his own Words^^ 
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" Sir John GermainV Bxtractioa,* aaid lie, 
'" which was Hncertaii), flnd rariously r&- 
" ported, has given rise to much Discussion. 
" His reputed Father bore Arma, as a piv 
" rate Soldier, iu the Life Guards of WiUmm 
" the Second, Prioce of Orange : but his 
*' Mother, who posswsed great personal 
*' Charms, Fame asserted to have been Hiat 
-" Prince's Mistress; and her Son was be- 
'" lieved to stand iu a very close Degree of 
" CfmsaDguioity to King William die Third. 
** Other Circtunstances tend to confirm this 
" Opinion. Sir John Germain inherited no 
" paternal Coat of Arras ; but he assnmed, 
" or I'^her used, as his Seat and armorial 
" Bearing, a red Cross : iiteaning thereby 
*' probably to imply, that his Pretensions 
^' ascended higher than his ostensible Birth. 
" Erea when, by the Prorinons of his Wi- 
•" dow, Lady Betty Germain's Will, J inhe- 
" rited Drayton, on the Condition of assum- 
" ing the Name oi Germain^ Bo Mention was 
-" made of the Ama, as is customary in 
-" almost all similar Cases. King WiUiana, 
" with whom Sir Johii eame over here from 
" Holland, in 1088, unquestionably r^arded 
" him with distinguishing Affection, and 
^ ftdvaiiced him in Lift;. He became a 
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" Member of Parliam«it, received the Honor 
" of Knighthood ; and various pecuniary 
" Grants or Donations to a considerable 
*' Amoant, were conferred on him by that 
*' Prince. 

" Sir John Germain, who possessed a very 
*' handsome Person, was always a distin- 
<f guished Favorite of the other Sex. His 
" Connexion with the Duchess of Norfolk; 
" finally procured him this Place and Estate; 
*' she having married him, after obtaining d 
" Divorce from her first Hiisband. They 
" lived together several Years; but, no Chil- 
f* dreu being I^ alive, and the Title of Earl 
" of Peterborough having reverted to a col- 
" lateral Branch of the Mordaunt Family, 
" she bequeathed to him, by her Will, in the 
" Year 1705, the Uoufce and Property of 
" Drayton, which lay entirely in her own 
" Disposal. Sir John, who, though he was 
" naturalized, and become by long Resi- 
" dence in this Country, in a great De^jee 
" an Englishman ; retained nevertheless ma- 
^' ny of the Halnts of a Native of Holland; 
" attached himsdf much to my Mother. 
** She being the Daughter of Marshal CoU' 
^'- ^ear, Itrothfr to the first Earl of Por(i 
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" more, who had entered early into the 
" Dutch Service, and who was an old 
"Friend of Sir John Germain; he always 
"■ called her his Conntrywoman, visited fre- 
" qnently at my Father's House, and was 
" kindly received hy the Duke and Duchess 
" of Dorset. Finding himself in Possession 
" of a considerable luided Property, after the 
'- Deatii of his AVife; and desirous of trans- 
" mitting it to bis own Descendants, but 
" being destitute of any natural Connexions, 
"he meditated to engraft himself on some 
'^ distingnisbed Family of this Kingdom. 
" For the express Purpose, while resident 
" at Bristol Wells, on Account of his Health^ 
" he cast bis Eyes upon Lady Betty Berke^ 
"ley, a Daughter of the £arl of Berkeley ; 
" whose Birth, Character, and Accomplish- 
" ments, rendered her every Way worthy of 
" his Choice. The Marriage took Place. 
*^ She was indeed, many Years yoai^r than 
" Sir John; but, as she pofssessed a superior 
" Understanding, added to the most correct 
"' Deportment, she acquired great Influence 
" over him. Having been, herself, previously 
** intimate with the Duchess of Dorset, the 
•' Friendship between the two Families be- 
^ eame cemented hy the Alliance. Sir John 
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" GermaJD had several Children by her, 
*' who all died young; and in tUe ETen. 
" ing of his Life becomiDg a Martyr to the 
'* Gout, as well as to other Diseases, Lady 
" Betty assiduously performed every Duty 
" of an afiectionate Wife, and of a careful 
" Nurse, about his Person. 

'* A short Time before his Decease, which 
♦' happened in the Year 1718, having called 
" her to his Bedside; * Lady Betty,' stud he, 
" ' I have made you a very indifferent Hus< 
" band, and particularly of late Years, when 
" Infirmities have rendered me a Burden to 
** myself: but I shall not be much longw 
" troublesome to you. I advise you pev» 
<' again to marry an old Man : hut I strenu- 
*' ously exhort you to marry when I am 
*' gone, and I will endeavour to put it in 
" your Power. You have ful6lled every 
" Obligation towards me in an exemplary 
" Manner, and I wish to demonstrate my 
" Sense of your Merits. I have, therefore, 
" by my Will, bequeathed you this Estate 
" which I received A'om my first Wife ; and 
" which, as she gave to me, so I leave to 
" you. I hope you will marry, and have 
'* Children to inherit it. But, if Events 
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" should determme otherwise, or if you 
*' should not have Issue that suirive you, 
" it would give me Pleasure to think, that 
" Drayton descended aAer your Decease, 
" to a younger Son of my Friend, the Dn- 
" chess of Dorset' In Consequence of this 
" Wish, expressed by Sir John Germain on 
" his D«ith-bed, I now enjoy the Estate. 
" Lady Betty, though young when left a 
" Widow, and though she survived him 
" above fifty Years, never married a second 
" Time. Her Friendship for my Mother, 
" always continued without piminution; 
" and her Rrapect for the Desire manifested 
'* by her Husband, induced her to fulfil bis 
** Wishes, to the Exclusion of any of her 
*' own Relations." 

While 5vriting on this Subject, I shall en- 
deavour to throw into one Point, some of the 
numerous Particulars relative to his own 
Family, which in the Course of Conversation 
I heard fix)m Lord Sackville. They all may 
he said to hold, more or less,, to English 
History. In order to give them more Verity 
t^nd Accui^cy, I shall, as nearly aa I am 
abl^ present them in bis own Words. 
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" The SackTilles," said he, " who came 
" into England with the Conqueror, and 
" who derived their Name from a small Vil- 
" lage of Low Normandy, hare never branch- 
" ed in the Lapse of more than seven Hun- 
" dred Years. During the two last €en- 
*' turies, the Family has produced three dis- 
" tiDgnisfaed Men ; of whom the first was 
" the Lord Treasurer Buckhnrst, whom our 
*' great Elizabeth thought worthy to suc- 
** ceed Lord Burleigh in that high Office, 
" and whom James the First created £arl 
" of Dorset. It would have been fortunate 
" for the Scottish King, if he had presided 
" longer in the Councils of the Crown ; but 
" he soon followed his roya! Mistress, and 
" made way, after a short Interval, for those 
" Favourites, Carr and Villiers, who covered 
" James with Disgrace. His Grandson, 
" Edward, Earl of Dorset, the Frigid and 
" Contemporary of Lord Herbert of Cher- 
" bnry ; but, better known by his Duel with 
" Lord Bruce, performed an. eminent Part 
** under Charles the First. He accompa- 
" nied that Prince during the civil Wars, 
** and fought in most of the Actions, from 
" Edge Hill, down to Naseby. But, like 
** the virtuous Lord Falkland, he r^retted 
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*' and lamented tbe Tery Advantages, to 
'* which he contributed by his Swo#d. Many 
*' of his Letters, written between T643, and 
" 1646, which are preserved ainon^ the Dor- 
" set Papers ; descriptive of tiie Scenes of 
" Havock then acting in every Part of th6 
" Kingdom, convey a high Idea of his Prin- 
" ciples. His Days were embittered and ab^ 
" breviated by bis royal Master's tragical 
" End, which he only survived about three 
" Years. 

" My Grand&ther, Charles, commonly 
*' called the witty Earl of Dorset, died about 
" ten Years before I was bom, after having 
" survived in a great D^jee his Faculties. 
" He was during his whole Life, the Patron 
" of Men of Genius, and the Dupe of Wo^ 
" men. Bountiful beyond Measure to both, 
" though he inherited not only the paternal 
" Estate of the Sackvilles, but likewise, that 
" of the Cranfields, Earls of Middlesex, in 
" right of his Mother; yet at his Decease, 
" my Father, then eighteen Years of Age^ 
" possessed so slender a Fortune, that his 
" Guardians, when they sent him to travel 
*' on the Continent, allowed him only eight 
" hundred Pounds a Year, for his Provision. 
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" Charles, Earl of Dorset^ mained three 
" Times ; but, only one of these Mairiages 
" contributed either to bis Hoooof, or to his 
" Felicity. His first Wife was the cele- 
■" brated Countess of Falmouth, well known 
" by h^ Gall^tries; the Mjm^ Begot of 
." ' Graramont*s Memoirs,* w^hom Drydea 
" has designated as 

* A leenung Wid«w, tMrt a btino Wife.' 

" Happily she left him no Issue ; and in hia 
" second matrimonial Connexion, he con- 
" suited not only his Inclination, but, hia 
" Judgme&t, when he gave his Hand to a 
" Daughter of the Earl of Northampton. He - 
** had then neariy attained his fiftieth Year; 
f and as he was only twenty-three at the 
*' Time of Charles the Second's Restoration, 
" the Excesses of that dissolfite Reign, in 
" which Lord Dorset led the Way, had al- 
" ready enfeebled his Constitution. Strongly 
*' attached to the Principles of civil Liberty, 
" he quitted James the Second, when that 
" in&tnated Prince attempted to introduce 
" Popery; and conducted the Princess Anne 
" of Denmark from her Father's Palace at 
" Whitehall, to Uie Coach which waited for 
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" ho- in St. Jftmea's Park, in order to con- 
« Tey her to Nottingfaam. While crdsaiDg 
" oyer from the Palace to the Park, bjr 
" Ni^t, and m Winter, one o( her Royal 
*' Higfaneaa's Shveu aticking feat in the Mod, 
*' the Accident threatened to impede her 
" Escape ; but, Lord Dorset immediately 
" drawi^ off his white Glove, put it on the 
" Princess's foot, and placed her safelyin 
" the Carriage. To King William, my 
** GrandAther rendered himself not less ac- 
" ceptable, than he had been to Chules the 
" Second ; and I have always been assured 
" that it only depended on himself, to have 
" been raised to a Dukedom nnder William's 
" Reign: but, his Wife's Relations, the 
" Comptons, treating the Matter, when he 
" mentioned it to them, with great Indifer- 
" «tce, he said, ' the £arldom of Dorset 
** was quite good enough ftH* him.' In Act; 
" my Father only attained to ^at Dignify, 
" near thirty Years afterwards, under Geori;e 
" the first 

** Extenuated by Pleasures and Indnl- 
" gences, the Eaii of Dorset sunk uader' a 
'^ premature old Age; though not as early 
** as Rochester, Buckingham, and so many 
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" oUiers of his Contemporaries had done, io- 
" eluding Charles the Second himself; alt 
" of whom fell Victims to their immoderate 
** Pursuit of Ei^oyments. A few Years be- 
" fore he died, he married a Woinan named 
" Roche, of very obscure Connexions, who 
" held him in a Sort of Captivity down at 
" Bath, where he expired at about sixty- 
'* nine. She suffered few Persons to ap- 
" proach him during his last Illness, or ta- 
'^ ther. Decay ; and was aapposed to have 
V converted his Weakness of Mind,' to her 
" own Objects of personal Acquisition. He 
" was indeed considered to be lallen into a 
" State of such Imbecility, as would render 
" it necessary to appoint Guardians, with a 
*' View to prevent his injuring the Family 
" Estate: but, the Intention was nevertlie- 
" less abandoned. You have no doubt 
" heard, and it is a Fact, that with a View 
** of ascertaining whether Lord Dorset con- 
" tinued to be of a sane Mind, Prior, whom 
** he had patronized and always r^;arded 
" with Predilection, was sent down to BaUi, 
» by the Family. Having obtained Access 
" to the Ear), and conversed with him, Prior 
" made his Report in these Words. ' Lord 
*' Dorset u certainly greatly declined in hia 
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" UDderstaoding^ but he drivels so much 
" bett» Sense even uow, than any other 
" Man can talk, that yon must not ca]l me 
" into Court, as a Witness to prove him an 
" Idiot.' 

" My Father having lost his own Mother, 
** when very young, was brought' up chiefly 
" by the Dowager Countess of Northamp- 
*' too, his Grandmother ; who being parti- 
" cularly acceptable to Queen Mary, she 
" commanded the Countess always to bring 
" her little Grandson, Iiord Buckhurat, to 
" Kensington Palace, though at that Time 
" hardly four Years of Age ; and he was at 
" lowed to amuse himself with a Child's 
" Cart in the Gallery. King William, like 
" almost all Dutchmen, never failed to attend 
" the Tea Table, every Evening. It hap- 
" pened that Her Majesty having, one After- 
" noon, by his Desire, made Tea, and waitr 
" ing for the King's Arrival, who was en- 
*' gaged on Business in his Cabinet, at the 
" other Extremity of the Gallery ; the Boy 
" hearing the Queen express her Impatience 
" at the Delay, ran away to the Closet, drag- 
" ging after him the Cart When he arrived 
" at the Door, he knocked ; and the King 
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•* askiog ' Who is there?' • Lord Back,'aii- 
" swered he, * And what does Lord Buck 
** want with me ? replied His Majesty. 
•' * You must come to Tea directly,* said he, 
" ' the Queen is waiting for you.' Khig 
*' William immediately laid down his Pen^ 
" and opened the Door ; then takii^ the 
" Child in his Arms, placed Lord Bnckhurst 
" in th« Cart, and seizing the Pole, drew 
" th^n both along the Gallery, quite to the 
" Room in which were seated the Queen, 
" Lady Northampton, and the Company^ 
" But, no sooner had he entered the Apart- 
" ment, than, exhausted with the Effort, 
" which had forced ihe Blood upon his 
" Lnngsi and being naturally asthmatic, he 
" threw himself into a Chair, and for some 
" Minutes was incapable of uttering a Word, 
** breathing with the utmost Difficulty. The 
"Countess of Northampton, shocked at the 
" Consequences of her Grandson's Indiscre- 
" tion, which threw the whole Circle into 
" great Consternation, would have punished 
" him : but the King interposed in his be- 
" half; and the Story is chiefly interesting, 
" because, (as serving to shew how kindly 
** be conld behave towards a troublesome 
** Child,) it places that Prince ina more ami> 
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" able Poiot of View, than he is commonly 
" represented in History. Henry the Fourth 
" of France, when playing with bis own 
" Children, could not have manifested more 
" Amenity, or good Humour. The Queen 
" being accustomed to take Lord Buckburst 
" ID her Arms, and to caress him wheo he 
" came to Kensington ; his Nurse, aware of 
"the Circumstance, gave him secretly a 
" written Paper, which she charged him to 
*' deliver privately to Her Miyesty, He 
" did so, without acqnaintiog Lady Nor- 
." thampton, who being present, would have 
<* interposed to prevent him : but the Queen 
" insisted on perusing its Contents. It con- 
" tained a Petition drawn up by the Woman, 
" in Favour of her Brother, then condemned 
" to Death for a capital Crime. Queen 
" Mary, touched with the Incident, laid it 
" before the King, who caused Enquiry to 
" be made into the Circumstances of the 
*' Case, with a View of extending Mercy to 
" the Culprit. On Examination, the Crime, 
" from its Magnitude, not admitUng of Par- 
" don, the Queen, as the only Alleviation left 
" in her Power to bestow, gave Lord Buck- 
" hurst a Purse containing ten Jacobusses ; 
" eiuoining him to present it to his Nurse 
vou in. 2 L 
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" irom herself, with the Assurances of her 
" Concern at the Impossibility that existed, 
*' of saving her Brother's Life." 

*' I was bom," continued Lord Sackvitle, 
" in the Year 1716, in the Haymarket, where 
" my Father then resided ; and received my 
" Name from Geoi^ the First, who was my 
" Godfather, having honoured the Ceremony 
" of my Baptism by his personal Presence. 
'* One of the earliest Circumstances which 
" made an Impression on my Mind, was that 
" of being carried, at five Years of Age, by 
" the Servants,' to the Gate of St. James's 
" Palace, in order to see the great Duke of 
'* Marlborough, as he came out of Court 
" He was then in a State of Caducity ; but 
" still retained the Vestiges oif a most grace- 
*' fal Figure, though he was obh'ged to be 
*' supported by a Servant on each Side, 
" while the Tears ran down his Cheeks, just 
"as he is drawn by Dr. Johnson, who 
" says, 

" From Marlborough's Eyes, die Tear* of Dotage Bow." 

" The Populace cheered him, while passing 
" through the Crowd to enter Us Carnage. 
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" I have however heard my Father assert, 
*' that the Duke of Marlborough by do 
*' Meaos fell into irrecoTerable or setded 
" Dotage, as we comnionly suppose; but, 
" manifested at Times a sound Understand- 
" ing, till within a very short Period of his 
" Decease; occasionally attending the Privy 
" Council, and sometimes speaking in his 
" o£5cial Capacity, on Points of public Bu- 
" sinesB, with his former Ability. 

" No Man displayed greater Zeal than my 
" Father, for the Succestioo in the House of 
" Brunswic. After Queen Anne's Death in 
" 1714, he was sent to Hanover; returned 
" with the new King from Heren Hansen to 
" England, in Sq>tember of the same Year ; 
" and had the Honour to accompany George 
" the First, in the Coach which conveyed him 
" on his I^anding, from Greenwich to Lon- 
" don. Thirty-three Years earlier, he had been 
" a Suitor for the Hand of the Queen, whom 
" he then succeeded ; having come over with 
*' that View, from Germany to this Country, 
" in 1681, by Permission of his Father, Er- 
" nest Augustus; but, the Proposition &iled 
" of Success. On his Return, riding a com- 
" mon FostHorsefrom London to Gravesend 
3l2 
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" where he took Shipping for Holland, the 
" Horse and the Road l>eiDg equally bad, he 
*' got a severe Fall, aod arrived at Gravesend, 
" covered with Mud. The King, who re- 
" lated this Circumstance to Lord Dorset, 
" as they came up together in the Coacbr 
" recognized, and pointed out the Spot 
I' where the Misadventure brfel him. 

*' When the Intelligence of his Decease, 
" which took Place near Osnabrugh, in the 
*' end of July, 1727, arrived in London ; the 
" Cabinet having immediately met, thought 
" proper to dispatch the Duke of Dorset 
" with the News, to the Prince of Wales. 
" HetbenreaidedatKew, inaSlateofgreat 
" Alienation from the King ; the two Courts 
" maiutaimng no Communication. Some 
" little Time being indispensable, to enable 
" my Father to appear in a suitable Manner 
" before the new Monarch, he sent forward 
" the Duchess his Wife, in order to announce 
" the Event. She arrived at Kew, just as 
" the Prince, according to his invariable 
" Custom, having undressed himself after 
" Dinner, had lain down in Bed. The Du- 
" chess demaoflins Pemaiasion to see him 
" immediately, on Business of the greatest 
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** IroportaDce, the Servaata acquainted the 
" PriDceis of W^es with her Arrival; aod 
" the Duchess, without a Moment'^ Hesita- 
" tioD, informed ber Royal Higbbess, that 
" George the First lay dead at Osnabrugh ; 
" that the Cabinet had ordered her Husband 
'* to be the Bearer of the Intelligence to his 
'^ Successor, and that the Duke would fol- 
" low her in a short Time. She added, that . 
" not a Moment should be lost in communi- 
" eating so great an Event to the Prince, as 
" the Ministers wished him to' come up to 
" London that same Evening, in order to sum- 
" mon a Privy Council, to issue a Proclama- 
" tion, and take other requisite Measures, at 
" the Commencement of a new Reign. 

" To the Propriety of all these Steps, the 
" Princess assented ; but, at the same Time 
"informed the Duchess, that she could not 
" venture to enter her Husband's Room, as 
" he had only just taken off his Clothes, and 
" composed himself to Sleep. ' Besides,' 
" added she, 'the Priiice will not give Credit 
" to the Intellig^ice ; but, will exclaim that 
" it is a Fabricatjon, designed for the Purpose 
. " of exposing him.' The Duchess continti- 
'* tng nevertheless to remonstrate with Her 
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' " Royal Highness, on the injarions Conse- 
"quehces of losing Time; and adding, tliat 
" the Duke of Dors^ would expect to find 
" the Prince not only apprized of it, but, 
*' ready to accompany bim to London ; the 
" Princess of Wales took off her Shoev, 
" opened the Chamber Door softly, and ad- 
" Tanced up to the Bed-side, while tny Mo- 
" tber remained at the Threshold, till she 
" should be allowed to enter the Aputmeat. 
" As soon as the Princess came near the 
" Bed, a Voice from under the Clothes cried 
'* out in Gierman, ' Was is das P* ' I am 
" come, Sir,' answered she, * to announce 
" to you the Death of the King, which has 
" taken Place in Germany." ' That is one 
" damned Trick,' returned the Prince, ' I do 
" not believe one Word of it.' * Sir,' said the 
" Princess, ' it is most certun. The Duchess 
" of Dorset has just brongbt the Intelli- 
" gence, imd the Duke will be here immedi- 
" ately. The Ministers hope that you will 
"repair to Town, this very Evening, as your 
" Presence tha« is indispensable. Her Royal 
" Highness then threw herself on her Knees, 
" to kiss the new King's Hand ; and beckon- 
" ing to the Duchess of Dorset to advance, 
" she cmne in likewise, knelt down, and 
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" assured him oi the iodisputable Truth of 
** his Father's decease. CoaTinced at length 
" of the Fact, he cooseated to get up and 
" dl^sH himself. The Duke df Dorset ar- 
" riving in his Coach and Six, ahnost imme< 
" di&tely. afterward^ George the S&oOnd 
" quitiei^ Kew the same £%'«iing, forLon- 
" don." 1 return to the Progress of public 
Affiurs. 

[November.] When we reflect on the Man- 
ner in which Fox had attained to Power ; as 
well. as on the long, though ineffectual Re- 
sistance niade.by the King; foIlowM by bis 
sullen Resignation under a Yoke which he 
fooAd it impossible to elude, or throw off; 
— !-wheD we consider these Facts, it cannot 
exdte .Surprize, that Fox should meditate 
the Means of confirming and perpetuating 
his prefarions Tenure of Office. He felt him- 
self personally odious to the Soverdgn, whom 
be had too deeply offended, easily to obtain 
' Foi^veness. From that Qaafter therefore, 
he well knew that -be might be undermined 
or subverted ; but, be could not hope to re- 
cerre a cordial Support. Unfortunately, he 
bad likewise recently lost ina very considor- 
able Degree, the Confidence and Attach- 
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meat of the People. So loa^ as the Ameri- 
can War lasted, he retained, in Defiance of 
hiB private Irr^ularities, their ardent Affec- 
tion. Of this Sentiment, they gare him 
many Proofe : particularly. aft«- his Dad 
^th Mr. Adam, wfaen the Wound which he 
rec^ved, exciting AppreheoBlons forihis Life, 
the Populace snrroonded his Lodgings, vith 
Testimonies of clamorous Anxiety, as well 
as of corresponding Resentment against his 
Ministerial and personal Opponents, 

Since that Time, the Inhabitants of West- 
minster manifesting the same Partiality, had 
elected him one of their RepresentatiTes in 
Parliament ; a Situation which raiabled him 
not only to defend th&i Liherties in the 
House of Commons; but, conferred likewise 
the Means of convoking, haranguing, and 
propelling them in tumultaary Assemblies, 
convened for the express Purpose, in West- 
minster Hall. To a Man of Fox's Eneigy 
and Talents, this additional Facility of thns 
presiding in a Species of Mob, at the very 
Door of the two Houses of Parliament, as 
well as at a very inconsiderable Distance 
from the Royal Residence, doubled his Coa- 
8e<}uence ; and might be said to repder him 



.y Google 



1783.] HEHOIBS. 521 

a Tribane of the People, in the most litentl 
Sense of tbe Word, nearly as that Office 
was exercised in ancient Rome, previous to 
tbe Subversion of tbe Commonwealtb. Nor 
had his Popularity suffered at all in the ge- 
neral £stimatioo, by his Acceptance of Of- 
fice under Lord Rockingham; though the 
Fallacy and Delusion of many of his Pro- 
mises or Assertions, had become sufficiently 
manifest, even during his short Stay in the 
Cabinet, under tbat Admioistratioii. On the 
Motives, and od the Propriety or Necessity, 
of his Resignation, after Lord Sbelbume's 
Elevation to the Head of the Treasury. 
Mankind seemed indeed divided ; some ap- 
plauding it, as an Act of magnanimous pub- 
lic Virtue, Renunciation, aqd Self-Demotion; 
while others beheld in it only personal Ri- 
vality, Enmity, and Resentment 

But, relative to his Junction with his pre* 
s«it Colleague Lord North, the Suffi-ages 
of tbe World, from the highest, down to the 
lowest Classes, united to reprobate it in a 
greater or in a less D^ree. And I have 
always thought that Fox himself, in his Im- 
patience to regain Office, miscalculated, or 
did not sufficiently appreciate, the Operation 
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on the public Mind, of hia Goodact; ia 
thus takiog to his Bosoib in March, 1783. 
the very Minister, on whose Head, in March* 
1782, he had inToked the utmost Vengeance 
of an o^nded and mined Nation. Some 
longer Intenral of Time was required, to re- 
concile Men to such an apparent Dereliction 
of Principle, and so total a Sacrifice of De> 
coram, at the Shrine of Ambition. Here 
the Transmutation had been so rapid, as 
not only to shock the most ordinary Under- 
standii^; bat, even to impress with secr^ 
Concern or Disgust, m&nj of those who. 
nevertheless, affected to justiiy, and to sup- 
port the Measure. Pope sbys, 

" Luit, through Mme certain Strainers well refio'd, 
" Is gentle Love, and cbanns all Female Kind." 

Bat it mast pass through those JR^hiers* 
and Itove its Dross behind, or conceal it, 
b^ore Love can charm, or challenge Re- 
spect I have heard Colonel Macalister, 
late Governor of the Island of Penang in the 
East Indies, frequently assert that there 
existed in the Town of that Colony, a Re- 
ceptacle or Space of Ground,, surrotuded 
by Walls, into which was commonly thrown 
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erery Species of corrupted and putrefied 
jSubstance. Id a hot Climate, the Process 
from Dissolution to RevivificatioD, we know, 
is T«7 quick. Maggots in immense Num- 
bers, of a prodigious Size, were speedily 
generated or produced irom tbis Filth; 
which, the Chinese Inhabitants of the SetUe- 
moit, who possessed no Means of regukr 
Subsistence, and who therefore w«re not 
fiistidious about their Diet, used to collect 
with Rakes, from off the Heaps of Carcases, 
and to devour immediately, after frying tiiedi 
in Ghee, or melted Butter. GoXoaei Maca- 
list^ indeed added, that the Chinese who 
i]&ed suth Aliments, became subject to cu- 
taneous and lel^rous Diseases of the most 
inreterate Kind. We perceire howeva*, that 
slA animal and vegetable Substances per- 
petually change their Forma; and disgust- 
ing as this Recital inay be, that Sentiment 
only arises frotn the Rapidity of the Meta- 
morphosis. Preciady of the same Kind, in 
a political Setase, appeared the Coalition be- 
tween Lord North and Fox ; a Transforma- 
tion, which being consummated in the Space 
of a f^w Hoars, was then imposed upon fhe 
HoQse of Commons and the Nation. But, 
the English, indignaat at sudi a Compact, 
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which revolted their moral Feeliugs; re- 
jected in geoeral with AbhorreDce, the Dish 
.served up to them, and dismissed the State 
Cooks who had prepared it for the Country. 

Well aware as Fox was therefore, that 
though he had a second Time forced his 
Way into high fimploytneot, yet he nei- 
iher ^oyed the Favor of the Crown, nor 
any longer possiessed the Affection of the 
People in general ; it was natural he should 
Jook to some other Quarter, for permanent 
-Support. In the two Houses of Parliament, 
where he commanded a decided Minority, 
be beheld the Foundation on which he might 
construct a Citadel, unassailable, as he con- 
caved, either by the Sovereign, or by the 
Nation. India, which presented the Mate- 
rials for his Edifice, seoned to invite his 
Cx^ous to re-model that vast Empire, con- 
vulsed and half subverted by internal Bis- 
cord or Corruption, added to extanal Hos- 
tilities. Burke, whose Friend or Relation 
of the same Name, William Burke, was al. 
ready st^oned in the East, as Agent with 
the R^jah of Tanjore ; tmd who had, him- 
self, taken a most active Part in all the Par- 
. liamentary Discussions arisiog out of the 
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Reports of the Secret and Select Commit- 
tees, during the two preceding Sessions ; 
aspired with eqaal Ardor, to second Fox 
in this gredt Undertaking. It bad even been 
announced from the Throne, when the Kin^ . 
terminated the Sitting oi Parliament, inthe 
preceding Month of July, that India would 
form the first Object of their Deliberations, 
on their again meeting for BuEdneas. 

During the Course of the Autumn, Fox 
and Burke therefore, aided by the Law Offi- 
cers of the Crown, drew up, and prepared 
the memorable Sill, which it was intended 
to introduce, as soon as the Session should 
commence in November. They communi- 
cated all the Heads and Outlines of it, to 
Lord North ; with wboia, indeed, as beii^ 
in his Department, the Measure oiight 
strictly to have originated : but, who was 
induced in this Instance, as in many other 
Cases, to allow the Enei^es of his Colleague, 
added to the superior Information possessed 
by Biirke on the Subject, to supplant, and 
in some Measure to supersede him in his 
official FunctioDS. The Sill, thus far oi^- 
nized, and having bem generally approved in 
the Cabinet, was then submitted to the Kipg, 



.y Google 



S2Q uiSToaiCAL [1783. 

lur his private Pn-asal and Sanction ; accon- 
pa&ied with foeconuDg Expressions on their 
Fart, of the Wish and Desire entertEiined bjr 
Ministers, to accommodate it to His Afajes- 
ty's Ideas upon every Point, before it should 
be brought into Parliament. Unable of 
himself by the Powers of his own Mind, 
without some Assistance, to form a compe- 
tent Judgment upon its complicated Pro- 
visions, Operatiop, and general Results, it 
was understood and believed that the King 
had early thought proper to lay it confiden- 
tially before Lord Thurlow ; desiring at the 
same Time to know his l^al Opinitm res- 
pectingits Nature. Common Ramour addml, 
that the Opinion delivered by Lord Thurlow, 
represented it as calculated to render Minis- 
ters independent of the Grown ; and as con- 
taining many Clauses injurious to, or nearly 
subversive of, the British Constitution itself: 
but, that His Majesty was advised to wait for 
its more complete Devdopement, before he 
expressed any Disapprobation, or attempted 
aby Resistance. Such might be considered 
the gena^I State and Aspect of Things in the 
first Days of November, when a curious 
Incident which unexpectedly took Place at 
St. James's, and which excited no little Spe- 
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cnlatioD, secfloed to shew that the Grmind 
<Hi which the MiDistrf stood, vas boHow 
and treacheroas. 

Sir Eyre Coote, who loog commanded 
the Armies oS the East India Company, on 
the Coast of Coromandel, with distinguished 
Repntati<Hi, and whose Name is immortalized 
m the modern History of Asia; after re- 
pulsing Hyder AUy, and rescning the Car- 
natic, expired at Madras, worn out and 
extenuated by Disease, on the 26th of April, 
1783; having survived hiS Antagonist Hyder, 
scarcely five Months. The Intelligence of 
bis Decease, which was transDiitted over^ 
land, reached Leadenhall Street, early in 
November. No sooner hfid it been commu- 
nicated to Fox, than he immediately destined 
the Ribband of the Order of the Both, 
which became vacant on Sir Eyre's Death, 
for one of his intimate Friends, Mr. Bielby 
' Thompson. This Gentleman, who possessed 
a very fine Estate in Yorkshire, at Wetherby 
Grange, near the Town of that Name ; sat 
at the Time in Parliament, as Member for 
-Thirsfce in the County of York. Fox, after 
conferring on the Subject, with the Duke of 
Portland and Lord North, whom he ac- 
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qnaioted with his lotentions, repaired to St. 
James's ; wliere haviog gone into the Closet, 
he announced to the King^, the Event that 
had taken Place in India. He then meo- 
tioned Mr. Thompson, as the, Person whom 
he wished, on the Fart of M inistera, to re- 
commend for the vacant Rihband ; and His 
Majesty in Answer, seems to have expressed 
that Species of Acquiescence, more probably 
tacit, than coached in precise Words, which 
the Secretary at once interpreted, whether 
judiciously or not, to constitute full Com- 
pliance. Without waiting therefore, for any 
more explicit Declaration from the King on 
the Subject, as Prudence seemed to dictate, 
Fox informed Mr. Thompson, of his having 
received the royal Assent ; and added, that 
the Investiture would take Place at the next 
Levee. Directions were accordingly issued 
to Norroy, King of Arms, and the proper 
Officers belonging to the Heralds' Collie, 
to attend at St James's for the Purpose. 
The Cireumstance being pnblickly known, 
Mr. Thompson was felicitated by Anticipa- 
tion, on the Honour destined for him : but, 
the Sequel proved that Fox had either mis- 
calculated or misunderstood, the whole 
Transaction. 
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On the Day fixed. His Majesty went to 
St. James's &t the usual Hour, to prepare 
for the Levee. After he had finished dress- 
ing, be sent out the Groom of the Bed 
Chamber in waiting, as was his frequent 
Custom, to bring him Information relative to 
the Number of Persons who were arrived. 
The Gentleman returning, acquainted the 
King, that besides agreat Crowd come to 
attend tlie Levee, the Officers of the Bath 
stood likewise without, ready for the Inves- 
titure. With some .Surprize marked in his 
Countenance, the King asked, what Inves- 
titure he meant? To which Question he 
replied, not without HeHtation, that he ub^ 
derstood it was intended to.confer the Order 
of the Sath on Mr. Bielby Thompson, who 
was attending there in Person for that ex- 
press Purpose. His Mf^esty made no An- 
swer; and immediately afterwards, the Duke 
of Portland entering, went into the Closet. 
In the Course of his Audience, the King 
observed to him, that no official Account 
having be«i as yet received fivm India, of 
Sir Eyre Coote's Death ; however authentic 
* the Information of that Event, transmitted 
fi*om Madras, might prove ; and his Ribband, 
together with the other Insigaia of the Order, 

VOL. III. 2 M 
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BDt haviogr be^Q bitberto deliv^ed back to 
himself;' be Bpf^rebended ' it wouId.be in- 
formal. b> fitl up the Va^;aH<2y, tHl , those 
Pdtuts w^re previousljr ascertained and exe- 
cuted. The Duke, tak^i by Surprize, after 
attempting reispectAiUy tt^brii^ His Mf^esty 
to another way of thinking, withdrew ; and 
finditig Mr. Fox in the next Room, commu- 
uicated to him this most UD£;xp«cted and 
mortifyiog Piece of Information, 

The Secretary, equally astonished, as well 
as cbagcined, iMtantly went in, wh«i a long 
Conversation tO0k Place between him and the 
Sovereign. In its;Prt>groi8, Fox stated that 
having some Days preceding, laid the Busi- 
ness before His Majesty \ and . concaving 
that he bad obtained hi» royal Approbation 
and Consent to confer on Mr. Thonips(Hi the 
vacant Red Ribband, it had been so signified 
to that Gentionan ; who, tc^tber with the 
proper Officers, were then waiting widiout, 
in Readiness for the Ceremony. He added, 
that in Point of Fact, no possible Doubt 
could be entertained of Sn- Eyre Coote's 
Death ; and that a Disappointment, after the • 
Prepata6on8 and Pablicity of the Affair, 
could not &il to be attended with vefy u»- 
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pleasant Conseqiteiices to AdminiBtration; 
in die genera) Opinion. To all these Argu- 
ments and Expostulations, the Kii^, after 
alledging bis own Reasons, remained inflexi* 
ble. Fox therefore quitdi^ the Closet, re- 
turned to his Colleagues, various of whom, 
assembled in 4he outer Room, were waiting 
under considerable Anxiety, and imparted to 
them the unsuccessful Result of his Au- 
dience. 3Vo little ConfusiAi ensued among ' 
fhem. Mr. Thompsoii, apprized of the mor* 
tiiying Fact, returned Home. The Officers 
of the Saik^ ordered to withdraw, were ac- 
quainted that the Ceremony expected, would 
not take Place on th^ Day. Every Parson 
present formed his own Comments or Con- 
jectures, respecting the Scene wlucfa bad 
jnst passed under his Eyes; and the old 
Courtis's did not feil to draw Inferences 
ftmn it,, highly adverse to the Duration of 
Ministers. It was obvious that the King, 
who felt BO Disposition to oblige them, bad 
got Possession of the Advantage Ground in 
the Contest; whereas Fox had- acted with 
some Dc^free of Indiscretion, as well as Pr» 
dpitation, in presuming nptw an Assent, 
rather implied or assumed, than unequivo- 
cally expressed. Many Men considered tfa« 
2h3 



.y Google 



SSt HISTORICAL [1783. 

whole PlxtCeeding, asaThi^ concerted, and 
the Result of deeper Causes thao were ' ap< 
parent to common Observers. By exposing 
the Administration to Ridicule, as well as to 
Mortification, it unquestionably served to 
prepare the public Mind, for some approach- 
ing CoDTulsion or Alteration in the Goverib- 
ment; 

If the BuBinesB of Sir Eyre Coote's Rib* 
band, was attended with Uiese unpleasant 
Results to the Ministry, they received on 
the other Hand, just at this Tvne, a prodi- 
gious Accession of Strength and Considera* 
tion, from the avowed Junction of the Prince 
of, Wales ; who having attained his twenty- 
first Year in the preceding Month of August, 
had recently established his Court and Re- 
sidence at Carlton House. Nature had be- 
stowed uncommon Graces on his Figure and 
Person, nor were his Manners less highly 
distingnished than his Birth. Probably. 
James, Duke of Monmouth, Son of Charles 
the Second, did not excel bim in all these 
bodily Accomplishments. Like the Princes 
of the House of Brunswick, he manifested 
an early Toidency to become corpulent ; nor 
did he, like George the Third, repress that 
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Dis^tosition by AbstineDce or Renanciations. 
CoDTivial, as weJI aa social in his Temper, 
destitute of all Reserve, and affable even to 
Familiarity in his Reception of every Person 
who had the Honour to approach him ; he 
presented in: these Respects, a Contrast to 
the shy, correct, and distant. Manners of 
the. King his Father. Endowed wilii all 
the Aptitudes to profit of Instruction, bis 
Mind had been cultivated with great Care ; 
and he was probably the only Prince in.Eu- - 
rope, Heir to a powerfbl Monarohy, compe- 
tent to peruse the Greek, as ^ell as the Ro- 
ma^ Poets and Historians, in their own Lan*- 
guage. Capable of warm, and steady Friend- 
ship, he possessed a Heart not lees anscepti- 
ble of Love, and alive to the. Impressions, as 
well as to the Seduction, of female Charms. 
Humane and compassionate, his Purse was. 
open to every Application of Distress; nor. 
was. it ever, shut against Genius or Merit. 
Even if these Virtues .w«r« mingled with 
considerable Alloy, yet bis Facility, his ar- 
dent Pursuit of Pleasure, and his Inattention 
to Economy, all might derive some Apology: 
from his Youth, and the Elevation on which, 
bie stoofj.; Circumstances that ijecessv'Iy exr 
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poeed him to great, as well as eonrespoBdiiig 
Temptatifms of every Kind. ' 

' Nor ought we, if we candidly examine the 
Subject, to feel eith» Suiprize, or any De- 
gree of moral Disapprobation, dt the Predi- 
lection and Preference which he had imbibed, 
and which he openly manifested for an Ad- 
ministration, odious to his Father. Wh«i 
he looked back on the twcnty^hree Yearn of 
George the Third's Reign, he hebdd little 
Matter of Admiration, though ample R^- 
sonfor R^retr At the Peace (tf 1763, Lord 
3ute had sacrificed or restored to France «nd 
iSpain, almost all the Acquisitions of Pitt 
Wilkes and "Junius,** aided by ChurchiU, 
bad covered with Opprobrimar, or ova* 
whelmed witii Ridicule, almbst all the Mi- . 
Bisters employed between the Treaty of Fou- 
tainbleau, and the CommmcemeDt of tl^e 
American War : nor had the Sovme^ him- 
self escaped their severe Animadversions on 
his personal Conduct and Government. In 
Hke Gulf of the Ammcan Contest, the T^rea- 
enres of England had been expended, faer 
Navy di^;raced, her Commerce nearly de> 
•Iroyed, her public Burtii^s acciimal&ted, 



.y Google 



1T83.] -HEHOIftS. S3i 

)i«r national Debt imraenBely aagmeoted, 
iier Annies defeated or made Prisoners, and 
we had finally lost a vast Empire beyond the 
Atlantic. Precisely »s this calamitous Con- 
- summation took 'Place, the Prince of Wales, 
«nel^ng fiSsin the Restraint nnder which be 
had been hitherto held, made his Appearance 
on the Theatre of public Life, aftd emanci- 
pated himself from parental 'Superintend- 
ence or Contronl. It was not- merely na- 
laral, but, almost nnavoida'ble, that fa^ should 
.Tiew those Events through the' Optics and 
Representations of Fox and Burke, rather 
than through any other ijTedium. Neither 
Geoige flie Second, nor Frederick hia Son, 
.could plead -the Hame Apology, or exhibit 
«uch valid Causes to justify eidisting, as they 
respeciirely did, under the Party adverse to 
the Measures of the Crown. Fox and his 
Friends,' who weH' knew bow to improve 
these fovonrable Circumstances, contrived to 
effect a deep, as vrell as a permanent Impres- 
sion on the Affections, no less thim on the 
Understanding, of ithe Heir apparent. 

\llth NoTonb^.i The Session now com- 
jbeneed ;-^a Session rendered conspionous 
beyond «ny other of the long Reign of George 
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the Third, by the Magnitude, Siagularity,- 
and Importance of its EveDts; unless we 
should except from this Remark, the Farliar 
ment that met iu November, 1788, on the 
Ring's niemorahle Malady. A Species of ' 
OBten»ble Unanimity, like the Calm ^at 
sometimes precedes the Storm, characterized 
its Opening; Mr. Pitt concurring warmly in 
the Address to the Throne moT^ by Ad- 
ministration, ' for ^proving (iie definitive 
Treaties signed with France, Spain, and 
America : though he did not fail to remark 
with indignant Asperity, on the Inconsistence 
of thanking the Crown for merely consunj-' 
mating the very Work, of which he and hia 
Colleagues had laid all the Foundatiooe ; in 
Consequence of conferring which national 
Benefit, they had been drivai fi'om Office. 
" Yet," concluded he, " if the Measures 
" which' Ministers mean to propose, should 
'* meet my Ideas, and appear to me salutary- 
*' in their Nature, I will not endeavour to 
", defeat them by an ignoble Opposition ; 
" but, 1 will on the contrary give them my 
" best Support." Fox, with much Inge- . 
nuity, endeavoured to demonstrate to the 
^ouse, that the definitive Treaties, far from 
bei^ sorile Transcripts of the Prelinqina- 
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lies, were od the contrary, materially altered 
in Favour , of this Country, And with a 
View to prove his Assertion, he particu- 
larized three Articles, on each of which, as 
he asserted, important Ameliorations had 
taken Place. These were, first, relative to 
the Condition of the British Johabitants of 
the Island of Tobago ; secondly, an accurate 
DefinKion of the geographical Limits, within 
which the Gum Trade on the Coast of Af* 
rica might in future be carried on; and 
lastly, the precise Boundaries affixed to the 
Possessions of our Allies in the East Indies.. 
I own however, that the aggregate Merit of 
these Concessions, or rather Alterations, did 
not appear to me entitled to much Enco- 
mium. They seemed to be rather Inaccura- 
cies or Inadvertencies, than Defects; and 
were such Blemishes, as every Administra- 
tion must equally have perceived and reme-. 
died, after the Lapse of a few Months. 

Pitt made little Answer to the Secretary of 
State's Speech, in the Progress of which, he 
had announced his Intention of bringing for- . 
ward almost immediately, his Plan for the 
new Government of India. But, Governor, 
^(^mstone, with the Warmth, not to say Vio- 
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lence, wMch characterised every Sentiment 
that usaally fell from his Lips;'c1aiAied for 
Mr. Hastings, all the Merit of ^xpefling 
llppoo Sultan from the Camatic, as vetl as . 
of effecting a Peace with the Mharatta Em- 
pire :— Services, which, if they were jofttly 
due to the Ability or Wisdom of the G6ver- 
nor General, as Johnstone asserted, might 
have challenged higher Testimobi^ of na- 
tional or parliamentary ApprobatiCtti; than 
Fox's boasted Improvements contained in 
&e definitive Treaty made with France. 
Johnstone concluded by warning the Minis- 
tors, not to eofwce any Plans for the Admi- 
Aistrallon 6( India, without previously con- 
sulting the Pcirsons, who, from local Know- 
ledge aiid Expek-ifentiej knew the Remedied 
mdtst applicable to the Disorders of those re- 
mote and valuable Possessions. The Tre&- 
sWy Bench observed a profound Silenc^ 
and the House soon afterwards broke np ; 
all Men looking forward with Anxiety to the 
great Measure now announced from minis- 
t«ial Authority, and of which the leading 
Features were already known by common 
Report, to be of the most vigorous, as well as 
affirmative Nature: The celebrated '* East 
Itidia Bill" foDowed, after the Interval of a 
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(ew Days. It was natural to suppose that 
Lord -North, witbia -whose Department laj 
all B^ulatioD of our Coucems in that Quar* 
ter- of the Globe, wonli} of Course open the 
Measure officially to the Elouse. Bnt, in- 
stead of so doing, he absented himself <» Ac- 
ooant of Indisposition, leaving Fox to p»- 
ffflnn the Task ;— a Line of Conduct, which, 
whether it arose from real Necessity, or whe- 
ther it was preconcerted, operated very dis- 
advantageously on the Minds of many in- 
dividuals attached to Lord North, who bad 
hitherto supported the Coalition. They be- . 
faield themselves in Faot^ completely aban- 
dmed by their ancient Leader ; wVo seemed 
to have delivered up himself, his Followers^ 
bis Sovereign, and his political Principles, to 
the unc(Hitrouled Dominion of his new As- 
sociates, Fox and Burke. 

[16di November.] I scarcely ever remem- 
ber, during the Time that I sate in Parlia- 
ment, a Day on which public Expectation 
was wound up to a higher Pitch, than when 
Fax opened his Bill. He did it in the most 
able and masterly Manner, detailing with 
Perspicuity, in Ltmgnage equally lucid and 
persnastve, the accumulated Embacratis- 
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meats. Abuses, and Mal-AdmiDistration^ 
which had necessitated the Adoption of a 
Measure of Vigor, for the Extrication of the 
East India Company. Having stated the 
Grievances, unong which he did not omit 
Hastings's amlHttous, profuse, and oppres- 
sive Policy, as the leading Source .of the Ca- 
lamities ' under vrhich India laboured; : and 
having declared that nothii^ except a total 
Change of the ancient System, could effect 
any real Benefit, he proceeded to uufold bis 
gig^tic Plan. " My Intention is." said h^ 
" to propose die Formation of a Board, con- 
" sisting of seven Individuals, invested with 
" Power to -appoint, as well as to di^Iace, all 
" Officers throughout Indosttm ; and under 
" whose Authority, the whole Govemme«it 
" or Administration of our extensive Posses. 
" sions in the East, shall be placed. My next 
" Proposition will be for the Establishment 
" of an assistant or subordinate Board, to be 
" composed of eight Persons ; to whose Su- 
" perintendence shall be submitted all the 
" commercial Concerns of the East India 
" Company. But, the latter Board is de- 
" signed to be subject to the absolute Con- 
" troul of the seven first named Commis- 
" sioners ; who, as well as the others, are to 
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" bttld their Sittings here in England."-^—" I 
"mean that Parliament shall in the present 
*' Instance, name all the Commissioners ; and 
" I intend their Damtion to be for the Term 
" of three, or of five Years, which Time will 
" enable us to form an Estimate of the Effl- 
" cacy and Utility of the Institution. If £x- 
" periebce shall prove it to be beneficial, 1 
" would then give to the King, the Power 
" of filling up all future VacancieB Eunong 
" the superior Commissioners. To the Court 
** of Proprietors would be left the Right of 
" Nomination at the inferior Board." 

- 'When he had thus developed the Outlines 
of his proposed Sill, and endeavoured to de- 
monstrate its salutary Operation, if adopted; 
at the same Time anticipating and replying to 
such Objections as, he conceived, might be 
made to it; he proceeded. " The Situation of 
*' the Country," observetl he, " demands of 
" a Minister, not only vigorous Measures, 
'' but, even a Degree of Risk, and Supe- 
" riority to personal Considerations of Dan- 
" ger. This is not a Moment, in which a 
" Secretary of State can remain idle. Those 
" who prefer Indulgence before Application, 
** may retire to private Life. My Office calla 
** for Exertion." Then reverting to his Coa- 
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litioQ villi Lord North, he aasored: iQie 
Hotts^ that, no material Difference of Opi- 
nicHi had arisot between him «id hiatioble 
Colleague, dunog the past Sammer. The 
Experiment of a mutnal Oblmon of past 
Anvnofiities, and a cordial Oo-Qperation for 
tb^ Fpnefijt of th^ Country^ had follj: ftmo- 
?e^ed,' " On ^the present (keasicwt I la* 
" ment, indeed,*^ added be, *' that Illaeai 
" and Infinnity should deprive nt6 ofthe 
" ^reat Abilities possessed by that noble 
*' JPerscHi ; but 1 am authorized to declare 
" that we perfectly ooineide in Sentiment r*- 
" spectiDg the Subject now before Parlia^ 
" ment; aod as the Bill must demand a i;er- 
*' tain Time for its Discussbn, I trust I nmy 
" stOl pnanise myself the Benefit , of bi» 
" powerful Support.** As the strcmgept 
Proof of Lord North's Acquiescence in, an4 
Approb8^on,of the Measure, Colonel. Noith» 
his eldest Son* seconded Fox's Motion. 

All Eyes were then directed towards Pitti 
who instantly rising, sareasticBlly remarked^ 
that ^though Lord North was indisposed, 
yet he d{d not coooelTe, any material impedi- 
ment to public Afoirs would result frpm it ; 
as the Secretary of State had d^noastrat^ 
how competent be was to perform, not only 
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his \own Share, of Parliamentary .fiusineas, 
but. the Doties of bis . Collea^e likenJriBe. 
Relative to the Bill now brought forward, 
be should suspend bis Jad^ent ;tiU it cakne 
f^Jly .be$^ t^. House; addiDg;^' " £itot<< 
" aiQns AbusieB bare beeD> no ddabt, cova» 
" nutte4 ia the M^agemeatof Ea«t ladii 
" AfJajrs. Aq^ eoonooas must th^ be, if 
**■ they, can justify a Measure, whitfb at once 
" abrogatc^^all tbe anciient. Charters or Pri- 
" vileges granted to tbe CQO^.any since it< 
" firSFt Existence." — *' Is it not thb atiowed 
*.* Principle ;of.i&e BtU just amraiinced, ta 
" pl^e..Uiewh<>l0Po\reroverour£aat.Iadia 
" DqipiQl^oQS> Id the'. Honda, of .seren Indt< 
" fiduals, who will derive their imtfodmle 
" Appointment from tbe. Mivifltet bimsdf? 
" In that Minister will center therefore pro- 
** spectivdy, thQ immenee'Patrobf^ e( tbosa 
" rich and eyt^isive PiVvlActe. I ant ready,; 
" as far as regards my own Opimon, thus 
" early to declare, that the whole Sy^era of 
V the Secretary of St&te i^peara to be ahso< 
*' lute Despotism on one Side; and on the 
" otber, the moiftt grods CorruptJoa." These 
severe AnimadTersions, however jvat tfaey 
might be in theitfselves, could not however 
arrest the Prog^s of the Meaanre, which 



.y Google 



644 HISTORICAL [1783. 

proceeded with onexampled Rapidity, thro' 
the lower House of ParliameDt. 

It is no longer possible, after the Lapse of 
above thirty Years, to deceive eitha- our- 
selves or Mankind, relative to the Nature, 
Provisions, and Effects of the Bill in Ques- 
tion. Its most determined Enemies cannot 
dispute the Energy, Vigor, and Decision, 
which breathed through every Clause; nor 
will candid Men refuse to allow the benefi- 
cial Tendency of many of its R^ulations. 
But, neither can the Friends at Fox, how- 
ever they may idolize his Memory, daiy the 
unwarrantable Spirit of Ambition, Rapacity, 
and Confiscation, by which it was equally 
distinguished in its leading Features. The 
instant Seizure of all the Effects, Papers, 
and Possessions of a great chartered Com- 
pany ; the total Extinction of the Court of 
Directors, who bad so long conducted its 
Afiairs; iand the Substitution of two new 
Boards, named by the Ministry, through the 
Medium of Parliament, for the future Go- 
vernment of India; — these Measures, bow- 
ever thdr Necessity might apparently be 
demonstrated, seemed rather revolutionary 
Subversions of Property by arbitrary Au- 
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thority, tbao suited to the mild, moderate, and 
equitable Spirit of the British Constitution. 
Other Features of the Sill, appeared still 
more open to Objection, since they evidently 
vested in Administration, .and therefore in 
Fox, as the Mipistehal Leader, a Power 
independent of the Sovereign. Such, in 
particular, might be esteemed the Clause, 
vhich uUimalely extended the Duration of 
the Act, to four Years ; a Term exceeding 
the possible Period to which the Existence 
of the House of Commons then sitting, could 
be protracted, they havii^ already entered 
on their fourth Session. 

Many other Rq^lations, growing out of 
the Bill, or connected with the Measure, 
excited just Alarm- Even in the subsequent 
Selection of the Seven Commissioners, who 
were to be appointed for the future Adminis- 
tration of the East India Company's Affairs 
at Home and Abroad, Fox's Ascendant over 
his Colleague was clearly defined: Lord 
Fitzwilliam, as the personal Representative 
«f the .deceased Marquis of Rockingham, 
being placed .at the Head of the Board,' 
while Mr. Frederick Montagu, another most 
respectable A<lherent of the same political 

VOL. III. 2 N 
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Pitrty, stood second in the List. Colonel 
North, Viscount Lewisham, and Sir Gil- 
bert JGliott, the three next Commisaioners, 
represented Lord North's Interest and Con- 
Bexions. No Division was attempted on 
any of these Names, but I well remember 
the general Laughter excited through the 
Opposrtion Ranks, when Colonel North was 
proposed. Indeed, Fox was so wdl aware 
of the Sneers or Comments to which that 
Nomination would give Rise, that he antici- 
pated them in his Speech on the Occasion. 
But, in order to secure at once the Majority 
of Voices, together with the efficient Con> 
troul of the Board itself; Sir Henry Fletch- 
er, one of the Representatives for the County 
of Cumberland, who in the Year preceding 
had been raised to the Dignity of a Baronet, 
by the Marquis of Rockingham; and Mr. 
Robert Gregory, Member for Rochester, 
were added to the Number. Both these last 
named Gentlemen, well known for their d^ 
voted Attachment to Fox, and possessing 
Seats in the House of C-ommons; having 
likewise in their own Persons, recently and 
repeatedly filled the highest Situations in 
the East India Direction ; it was obvious, 
must be resorted to as Guides, on Accouut 
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of tb^ii' local Koowl^edge aod Expefience ia 
the Company's Coacema. No Meaisures, it 
must be owned, could have been more abl^ 
concerted, for bringing under Ministerial 
Influence, and for perrawently retaining un- 
der their Subjectiou, tbe immense Patronage^ 
and.all the Sources, of Power, or of Emolu- 
ment, connected with India: while, on the 
other Hand, it was well understood, that the. 
first Employments, civil and military, from 
the Post of Governor General of Bengal, or 
CCuDjOiander in Chief at Calcutta, down to 
tbe Seats in Council at Madras and at Bom- 
bay, were already promised or filled up^ 
principally with Members of Parliament, 
distinguished for their Adherence to Ad* 
ministration. Tbe Names of tbe Individuals 
destined for these high Situations, became 
circulated in every Company ; and as many 
of theqt ^^^ better known among the Club 
at Brookes's, than in Leadenhall Street^ 
the Consciousness of all India being speer 
dily subjected to their rapacious Hands, by 
no means tended to reconcile or to tran- 
quillize tbe public Mind. 

[20tfa November.] Happily for the British 
ConstitutiiHi, the Activity and Energy of 



.y Google 



£4d HISTORICAL [1783' 

Opposition, seemed to keep Pace with the 
bold Policy and Ambition of the Secretary. 
Mr. William .Greoyille, then Member for 
the Town of Buckingham, and youngest of 
three Brothers vho hare alt filled 'with 
Distinction some of the highest Employ- 
ments of State, nnder tbe Reign of George 
the Third; came eminently forward on the 
present momentous Occasion. In a Speech 
of great Length, ^nd greater Ability, he 
gave Promise of4hose rigorous Powers of 
Mind, which he has since unfolded in the 
U[^er House of Parliament, b6th in, and 
out of Office. He wanted, indeed, the com- 
manding Tone, the Majesty, and all the 
c^tivating Rotundity, as well as Splendor 
of Pitt's Eloquence; but, in Solidity of Ar- 
gument, in Depth of Thought, and the 
Qualities that constitute a Statesman, he 
might be thought to equal his distinguished 
Relation. Having pointed out in the most 
convincing Terms, the Rapacity, Deq>otism, 
and personal A^randizenient, which lay 
concealed behind the ostensible R^ulations 
of Reform, in Fox's Bill; — having endea- 
voured to unmask the Attempt made to 
hoodwink and deceive the House, 'by nomi- 
nating Commissioners who would look only 
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to the Minister, and not to the SoTemgD, 
for the Duration of their Power; — he de- 
manded, '* by whom has a Plan bo pre^ant 
" with Ruin to the Constitution, been origi- 
" Dated and matured P — By the very Man, 
" whose Voice has during many Years beep 
" loudest in declaring, that the Influesce 
*' of the Crown is excessive, and big with 
" Danger to the Liberties of the Country." 
In Language more measured, and destitute 
of classic Oroament, but, not less calculate4 
by its very Brevity to impress his Audience, 
Jenkinson stated the Mes^ure projected* 
" as setting up within the Realm, a Species 
" of executive Authority, whichj would be 
" independent of all Controul on the Part of 
" the Sovereign." Nor did he fail to expose 
and to denounce the audacious Spirit of 
legislation, which could propose a Plan 
so subversive of every Principle on which 
rest the Liberties of England. Two Indivi- 
duals who have risen in our Time to the 
highest Honors and Dignities of the Bar, 
Scott and Erfikine, both, I believe, first pre- 
sented themselves on that Evening, to the 
Notice of the House; but, on opposite Sides: 
the former attacking, the latter defending, 
fox's Bill. Scarcely any Impression of th« 
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Speech pronounced by Scott, reniEuns on my 
Minii or Memory, except a general Idea of 
the Calmness and Candour which characte- 
rized it. One only Sentiment has survired 
in my Recollection, when he strikingly ob- 
eerved, that, " though Ministers, hy the 
" Words which they had put into His Ma- 
" jesty's Mouth, at the Opening of the Ses- 
" sion, had called upon Parliament to deJi- 
" berate;, yet it was now obvious, that in- 
" stead of consulting on the Affairs of India, 
" the Secretary of State had only convoked 
" them for the Pitfpose of Decision." 

Fox, ID his Reply, while he treated Scoti 
with great Marks of Consideration, and eveii 
of Respect for his Talents, as wdl as for the 
temperate Mode in which he had delivered 
his Opinions; exhausted on Jenkinson the 
severest Epithets of R^rOach. *• I well 
" anticipated," exclaimed he, *' long before 
*' they were uttered, the Observations whi<^ 
'* would proceed from that Quarter. When 
" I first heard the Doctrine broached, of 
** separating the Crown from its Ministers, 
" and treating them as divided Interests, t 
" instautly foresaw who would take the . 
** Lead on the present Evening. Such Doc- 
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" trines could origiimte from no other Indi- 
" vidtutl. When the Measures of GoTcmr 
*-' ment c^l for Censure or Punis^meiit, then^ 
"indeed, I admit, Ministers are solely re»- 
" ponsible: but, in almost every other Point. 
" of View, nothing can be more invidious 
" or.felae, than to make such a Distinction." 
Pitt, notwithstanding, who doubtless already 
knew the Ground, pressed the Secretary <^ 
State ap(m this tender Subject, w^th redoub- 
led Force. Having remarked on the Inconsis- 
tency and Contradiction of Fox's Assertions 
respecting the Unity of the Sovereign and 
his Ministers, " We hope indeed," added he, 
" that Uiey do materially differ. When- 
' " evec Admiaiatraition passes the Limits 
" of Jnstice and of Moderation, we tj-ust 
" that we shall always be able clearly ta 
" distinguish tfte Minister from the Sovereign. 
" The Secretary has exerted much lagennity 
V in attempting to conciliate and blend two 
" Powers, which ate in themselves distinct; 
" I can however discover no Reason for his 
'* introducing the present Bill at so early a 
" Period of the Session, and pressing it for- 
" ward through the jQouse, without allowing 
*' it a full Discussion, except the Design of 
*' settling MiniHers iu the Enjoyment of un- 
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" limited and absolute Power." It was evi-' 
dent by these Expressioos, how impEadently 
Fox bad acted in bringing forward a Mea-' 
sure, which, besides its rapacious Features,- 
and its arbitrary Spirit, enabled bis Oppo-' 
neots to accuse him, not without good Rea^' 
son, of labouring to build up bis own Gceat- 
ness, and to cement his own Power, at the 
£xpence of the Prince whom he served. - 
He thus opened with his own Hands, the 
political Abyss, in which he was erentually 
swallowed up. So blind is Ambition, unless, 
regulated and restrained by Judgment, as. 
veil as Moderation! Irritated at the Mo- 
tives imputed by Pitt and his Friends, to 
Administration, in framing the East India 
Bill, Burke rose towards the Close of the 
Debate, rather to indulge bis Spleen, and 
to vent his Anger, than to apply to Pitt's 
Arguments, the Toncb-stone of Reason. 
*' Those Arguments," he said, *' came, not- 
** from the Head, but, from the Heart; and 
" therefore neither merited, nor were capable 
" of receiving any Answer. The Ministerial 
" Opponents knew their own base Motives, 
*' for which Reason they attributed to others, 
" the Feelings by which they were, them- 
" selves, animated." IN'o Divitiou however, as 
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yet took Place, and the Bill proce«>ded for- 
ward with uaexampled Rapidity; while 
■ every other Topic of Conversation through? 
out the Metropolis, and I might almost say, 
throughout the Kingdom, was suspended in 
the Contemplation of this new, as well as 
comprehensive Measure. 

[27th IVoTeniber.] Both Sides meanwhile, 
{irepared for the greatest Exertions, and it 
was evident that Ministers, secure of a de- 
cided Majority in each House of Parliaoiait^ 
dreaded nothing except Delay. But, the 
Heads of Opposition had already found eBec* 
tuaL Means to inf<Hin the Sovereign of his 
J>anger, and to rouse him to Resistance 
though its Effects were not inmiediatdy 
perceptible. Fox, confident in the Superi- 
ority of his Numbers, which Circumstance 
he thought he had well ascertained; and 
instructed by all past Experience since the 
Period of the Revolution in 1688, that no 
British Sovereign could venture to oppose - 
himself personally agaiust the Representa^ 
lives of the People, sustained by the Peers ; 
only calculated the Time which bis Sill 
would demand in its Passage. He did not 
«§iu$ciently reflect, that he had lost in great 
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Measure the popular Support, without bavr 
tag acquired the Favor of the Crown. Nor 
did be seem to have justly appreciated tht 
general Disapprobatioo, or ifither Detesta* 
ttou, which the £ast India Bill eventually 
exdted tiiroagh all Ranks of Society. On 
these powerful Auxiliaries, though hitb^to 
not fully matured, Pitt confidently counted. 
Neva*, on any Occasion, did Fox display 
the vast Capacities of Memm'y, lucid Ar- 
nmgemeDt of Ideas, and Facilities of cloth- 
ing his Mfrtta* in Language of £nei^ and 
Effect, with which Nature had oidowed 
him, more fully thao on the seoond reading 
of his S^f Having endeavoured by, a 
Series of Arithmetical Reasonings, founded, 
as be asserted, on the Accoouts presented 
by the East India Company at the Bar of 
the House, with the View of shewing their 
Solvency ; to prove that tfaey were on the 
contrary, in a State of Distress approaching 
to Bankruptcy ; Fox added, " I well know 
** that in brii^ng forward the present Mea- 
" sure, I expose my own ministerial Situa- 
" tion to Hazard. But, when, on great 
** national Grounds, 1 can establish a Sys- 
" tem, at once salutary, as well as useful, to 
" liis Country and to Ipdia, I value littld 
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" the personal Risks that I may encounter. 
** If I fall, I shall &I1 in a great and glorious 
" Stru^Ie, not only for the Welfare of the 
" Company, but, for the Benefit of the Peo'- 
" pie of Britain, and of Indostan." 

Lord North, who bad hitherto been absent 
from the Houfee ever 'since the .Comnience^ 
memt of the Session, attended in his Place 
00 that Ereuing, seated by Fox's Side. He 
even spoke at considerable Length, in Snp^ 
port of the Bill ; bat, as I thought, without 
his.ustui Animation, and Powers of Persua- 
sion or Entertainment Not a ScintillatiaD of 
that Wit, which so often electrified or delif^t- 
ed bis Hearers, pervaded his Speech; and 
though k displayed great Ability, the Under- 
standing, rather than Ceovictiwi or IncHna- 
tioD, seemed to dictette all he uttered. Pitt, oii 
the other Hand, tasteoed like a Vulture, on 
the Secretary's Measure, which he held up 
to the Abhorrence f^ all Mankind, as " th6 
" most desp^ate and alarming Attempt to 
" exercise Tyranny, which ever disgraced the 
" Annals of this, or of any ottier Country.'' 
" Is the pretended ReKef," exclaimed 'he, 
" which we are to administer in Asia, to be 
.''grounded on Injustice and 'Violence lio 
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" Europe ? — 1 pledge myself to the World 
" at large, to point out the &tal Operation 
" of this Sm on every Thing sacred or dear 
" to Englishmen ; to prore its inimical In- 
** 6uence on our Goustitution and Liberties; 
** and to establish by incontrovertible Evi- 
" dence, the false and pernicious Principles 
"on which it is founded. But, all these Par- 
'* ticalars necessarily demand Time, which 
" the indecent, as well as unprecedented 
" Precipitancy of the Business, virtually 
" proscribes." — " The Secretary has passed in 
'' Review, the Statements made by the Com- 
" pany, and the Accounts presented at the 
" Bar, with a Rapidity which renders Gom- 
" prehension difficult, and Detection almost 
" impossible. For this, as well as for many 
** other Reasons, I trust there can be no 
*' Objection to defer the Debate for a single 
** Day, in order that the Falsehood of the 
" Assertions made, may be rendered mani- 
" fest to every Comprehension." Vainly 
however were any Reclamations addressed 
to Ministers who dreaded above all Things, 
the Operation of Dday ; and who, after 
having taken the Cabinet by Storm, were 
DOW impatient to secure their Possession of 
Power, beyond the Reach of Accident or 
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Fortune. Fox refusing to postpone the Disf- 
cussioo even for a few Hours, the Divisioa 
took Place ; whi<^, as beiog the first Trial 
of Strength on the East India Bill, excited 
no little Expectation. Jt proved a Triumph 
to the Coalition, and seenoed to set at De- 
face all further Opposition within th« 
Walls of that House of Parliament ; Ad- ■ 
ministration carrying with them 229 Votes, 
while the Minority did not exceed 120. Un- 
der these profiperons, but, fallacioos Appear- 
ances, terminated the Month of November. 

December.] Fox himself gave indeed the 
strongest Indication of his own Apprehen- 
sions, from the Interposition of Delay, by 
the Haste, not to say Uie Precipitation, with 
which he propelled the Bill through the 
House of Commons. Notwithstanding the 
Opposition given to it in every Stage, by 
Mr. Pitt and his Friends; in Defimice of Pe- 
titions presented from the Proprietors, as 
well as from the Directors, of the East India 
Company ; and equally contrary to the ge- 
neral Sentiment of the Capital, no leas than 
to the almost unanimous Voice of the Nation, 
which «oon began to manifest itself; he 
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poshed AH^vard the Measure with indeoeat 
Ardor. Scarcely three Weeks elapsed, from 
ike Time of his moviog for Leave to bring in 
the Bill, on the 18tb of November, to hi^ 
Appearance at the Bar of the House of 
Peers, on the 9th of December; when he 
presented it in Person, " magna comitasUe 
" Caterva," after its having passed liie House 
of Commons. An ordinary Turnpike, Ca- 
nal, or Enclosure BUI, if opposed in its 
Principles or Progress, might have taken 
l(>nger Time, than did this gigantic Experi- 
ment to render Administratioa in some Mea- 
«are independent of the Crown, and of the 
People. Yet, so well had the Secretary me- 
rdftated his Plan, such was the Parliamen- 
tary Strength possessed by the Coalition, 
and such the Ascendancy of Fox over the 
Lower House, that upon every Division, he 
earned the Question by a vast Superiority of 
Numbers, generally exceeding the Propor- 
tion of two to one. On the Question -of 
going into the Committee, which took Place 
on the first of December, I quitted Lord 
North, whom I had commonly supported 
up to that Time, and joined the Minority : 
conceiving it to be, upon every View of the 
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(Object, inipropei' lODger to adherft to a Mt- 
niBtef, who seemed to have forsaken hino^ 
self. 

The Go68t«^ation which Fox's JBtR occft- 
sicnied in Leadenhall Street, among that t>e- 
ffcriptiou of Men against whobi its ProvisioDft 
"w&te known to be peculiarly levelled, wad 
commonly, though erroneously, s^d to have 
proved fatal to Sir William James, who died 
Very suddenly-, just at this Time. It is how- 
ever (me that he was seized witii an Indi^ 
position, while sitting in the House of Com- 
moBs, during the Progress of the " Bast 
" India Bill," which compelled him instanCly 
to return Home ; but he recovered in a cer- 
tain D^ree the Attack, though he ner^ 
aftartvards quitted his own Hotise. Hift 
■Death took Place instantaneously, daring 
the Performance of the Ceremony of his cmty 
DaugbtCT's Marriage with the late Lord 
Rancliff, then Mr. Boothby Parkyns. t 
Vnew Sir William James with great Inti- 
macy, and discussed with him, the probable 
Results of the East India Measure, during 
the short Interval which elapsed between- hi^ 
first Seizure, and the Day of his Decease, 
■at bis Residence in Gerrard Street, Soho; 
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flis Ori^a. was so obscure, as almost to 
baffle Enquiry, and he had derived no Ad- 
vaotage from Education ; but he possesse4 
strong natural Abilities, aided by a Know- 
ledge of Mankind. Having been sent out early 
in Life, to Bombay, in the East India Com< 
pany's naval Sfervice, he there distinguished 
himself, by commanding the memorable Ex- 
pedition undertaken against Angria the Pi- 
rate; when we made ourselves Masters of 
Fort Geriah, his principal Establishment on 
the Coast of the Concan. Returniug to his na- 
tive Country after this successful ^nterpriz^ 
by which he acquired not only some For- 
tune, but, considerable Reputation; he rose 
to the first Employments at the India Housc^ 
as a Member of the Court of Directors ; sat 
in successive Parliaments ; was. elevated by 
the Friendship of the late Earl of Sandmch, 
when First Lord of the Admiralty, to the 
Baronetage ; and bad been elected Deputy 
Master of the Trinity House, in the preced- 
ing Month of June, when Lord Keppet was 
chosen Mtister of that Corporation. Those 
^Persons who asserted that Fox's £iU killed 
him, seem to have fui^otten that he had 
nearly attained his. Seventieth Year, when 
he expired. As his Dissolution took Place 
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OB Ifafr 16th of I>ecenl)«ff, be had noi tho 

Satis&ctMB to witness the B^ecttMi f>( thrt 
obooxiofw Measure, by the Bouse 4^ Peers, 
wbkh haj^eaed on the IbUowu^ Day. 

Never, probabjy, was so great a Portion; 
of Intellect brought to bear upon one Point 
or Subject, in so short a Space of Time, as 
the House of Commons exhibited between 
the Opening of the £ast India Bill, and its 
triumphant Arriral in the Upper House o£ 
parliament All the Sources of Ai^ument, 
Declamation, Wit, and Pathos, were suecea- 
uvely touched by Master Hands. Every 
Species of Information enlightened the Ob> 
ject under Discussion; nor was any Weapon 
of Sophistry, Humour, or even severe !»• 
Tective, left untried, which might operate oa 
the Understanding, Passions, and Feelings. 
of the Audience. The salient Poists of De- 
bate were so many, w striking, and so ani- 
mated) as to defy the Powers of Menory ; 
leaving on the Hearer's Mind, only a coa- 
fiiuied Hecollection of theijr Beauty, Delicacy^ 
•r Severity. History, antient and modwn, 
Poetry, even Scripture, all were successively 
pKsaed into the Service, or rendered sub- 
servient to the Purposes of the contending 

VOL. III. 3o 
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Parties. Will ii be believed that the " Apo-' 
calypee" of St. Jcrbn famished Images, which, 
by a-slight Effort of Iniagiaation, or by an' 
immaterial Deriatioa from the original Text^' 
were made to typify Fox, under the Fori:b 
of the " Beast that rose up out of the Sea, 
'* having seven Heads ?" Their Application^ 
to the^ev^n Commissioners appointed by the- 
Bill, was at once so happy, and so natural, 
that it could not be mistaken, and stood in' 
need of no Explanation. The Words which 
were made to designate the Secretary of 
State himself, seemed almost to identify him 
by a very characteristic feature, his bold 
Eloquence. " And. there was given to him' 
" a JHouth speaking great Things" But, 
in the Duration of the Power of t/te Beast,' 
as; compared with that of the East India 
Bill, a Difference of six Months appeared : 
the '* Apocalypse" stating that " Power was ' 
" given unto him to continue forty and two ' 
" Months ;" whereas Eox's BUI compro^ 
bended forty-eight Montfis, or four Years.' 
Pensions, Peerages, and Places, were pointed 
out by the Passage where it is said, ~" And 
'* he causeth All, both small and great, rich 
" and poor, to receive a Mark in their right ' 
" Hand, or in their Forehead." 
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Mr, Scott, who now as Lord £ldoD, liolds 
the Great Seal, was the Persoo by whom so 
curious an AHusioa was presented -to the 
House ; as I think, on the third Readiag of 
the'Sill. But, Sheridan, though he &mld 
not possibly anticipate an Attack of such a 
Nature, yet having contrived in the Course 
of the Debate, to procure some Leaves of 
" the Book of Revelations," with admirable 
Ability found Materials in that Work, equal- 
ly suited to Fox's Defence or Justificatipn ; 
transforming him from " the Dragon and the 
" Beast," under both which Types he had 
been deeigiiated, to a. Species of aogelic 
or tutelary Being, by producing other Quo- 
tations taken from St John, full as appli- 
cable in their Tenor to the Secretary of 
State. 

[1st December.] The Powers of Mind ex- 
erted throughout the Vwgre&s of the Mea- 
sure, seemed to be concentrated in the me- 
morable Debate that took Place upon send- 
ing the Silt to a Committee, which was 
opened by Powis. His beautiful and severe 
Animadversion on its double Author; a Me> 
taphor drawn likewise from Holy Writ ; 
made a strong Impression. " I hear indeed," 
2o2 
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nid he, " the Vowe of Jacob." a(e«iiiiig 
JRdk; " hmt ilae Hmiet ane ttime ai Eseui." 
JLord IVaolb, who was fknaent at ibe Time, 
tb<^h wuch isdi^oaed, quitted ike Uouw 
ill the Coime of the fireniBg;, overcoDoe mth 
Ihe Munoderate tient. Foiw, wito did sot 
hesitate to denoninaie the MiU, '* the Mo- 
" dera Aabd, which alBcadj ahnost reftt^wl 
"Ahe iClouds;" and Who oompaved Fof.^B 
TnatajeBt of the East ladia GoqajMpjr, with 
" iHhyhick'B l>eaMmd of a Po«od «^ Wleah, to 
" ibe <ciit Mareet Ibe Uout :" exptemed ne- 
vertbefesB his peraosal Sbeepeot for the £e- 
cntery ; hut added, that, be " tfkbed ^ 
" see tim tbefierrao^ aot the Master, of his 
*' SovereigD." No Speech itcoammQed mth- 
, in the WaUa of the Hov»e of Commoas, 
throughout the whole Proceedings during 
the great Experiment made by Ministers to 
consolidate their Tenune ^ Offi^, tended 
more to accelerate their Down&I, tb^n did 
Hob of PowiB. He was nekher a Candidate 
for Place, nor a Courtier, whose Eyes yrere 
directed to SL James's; uor a Lawyer^ 
lookii^ to the Dignities and Preferments of 
WestmiDoter HaM. As a Country QeoUe- 
man, representing an extensive County, be 
delivered with manly Firmness, bis Opi- 
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skoia; «faicfa weoe feunded m toEBWon 
Seme; aovdeit in Language of great F«rce, 
ruing at Tinm to » Pitch «f afisettag Elo- 
^^Mn«e, «d Mntaiaed bf anin^ieAcherf Fvo- 
^. During ^ Aaficrican War, be bad 
Mrred vitb Zeal and Abiif&f mdvr Fok, ia 
lie Fmmt Hanks; liad «Mdiuted hf ias ac- 
tire KxcrtioBs, to (tiniaieb tfae fei^aeooe of 
die Crown^ and bad greatly aontributed ta 
4ri*« L«*d KcTtb from^ the Hdin. But, he 
fKrwbeiierdtbeStrueiturewkKhhabadlMtalf 
im Efiorta to orertora, vaised anew on mare 
solid FouD^fions ; viile " the Man of tiie 
** Feaple, was ceavcffted ioto tbe Cbatnpion 
" of laAuencA." — " if," scud Powis, " the 
" Secretary af State's ModeratioD (fid oot 
" iMrm a Soarantee against his Ambilioo, 
" we n^giit in^ae ^iw>, when CDtaoiuiuBg 
" wHb farasetf, tlitis t» expf'ese Ihs iDten* 
*■ tione ; * I bare, k is true, feroed nyself into 
" higb EfepleyneDt, hf joiaing a Maa i»d 
" a Party, whom, after succesnve Yeam of 
" Parliamentary Opposition, I had expelled 
" from Power. But, by my J«metioa with 
" tbe noble Lord in tie blue Ribband, I 
" have lost much of vy Popularity. StiO, 
" as I bave great IvQaeate tfaDongbout tiie. 
'* Cwmiry, sftstamed by powerfut Coanei^ 
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" ions, I will make good Uhc of my Time. 
" The Indies shall constitute the Basis of 
" my • Greatness. Availing myself of my 
" present Prospmty, I will construct a gol- 
" den Fortress in this new Land of Promise; 
'" which, by placing in it a select Garrison 
" of chosen and determined Adherents, on 
" whose Zeal and Attachment I may impli- 
" citly rely, I can render impr^nable: A 
" Fortress . which will not open its Gates, 
" either to the Summons of the People, or 
, " to the Commands of the Sovereign.' — " For 
" God's Sake, let us unite to crush this aw- 
" ful Pile, before it swells to such a Size, as 
" to leave no Room for the other compoomt 
"Farts of- the British Constitution I AI- 
"ready scarce a Vestige of the East. India 
" Company is to be traced; and if the presoit 
, *\£m paaaea, we shall consign the. Glory, 
" the Dignity, and the Liberties of onr 
" Country, to .ultimate, as well as certain 
'• Destiruction." 

Burke, unable longer to observe Silence 
after such Reflexions, then rose; and in a 
Dissertation, rather than a Sp«Fecb,. which 
lasted more than three Hours, exhausted all 
the Powers Of his mighty Mind, - ip t)ie Jus- 
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tification of his Friend's Measure. The most 
-^oraDt Member of the House,- who had at- 
tended to the Massof Informatioo, Historical, 
Political, aod Financial, Tvbich fell from the 
Lips of Burke on that Occasion, must have 
departed, rich in Knowledge of ludoslan. -It 
seemed impossible to crowd greater Variety 
of Matter applicable to the Subject, into a 
^smaller Compass;. and those who differed 
most widely from,. him in Opinion, did not 
jender the less Justice to his gigantic Range 
of Ideas, his lucid Exposition of Events, 
and the harmonic Flow of his Periods. 
There were Portions of this' Harangue, in 
which he appeared to be animated by Feel- 
ings and Considerations the most b^iign, as 
well as elevated ; and the Classic Language 
in which he made Fox's Pan^yric, for hav- 
ing, dared to venture on a Measure so . beset 
with Dangers, but, so pregnant, as he as- 
serted, with Benefits to Mankind, could not 
be exceeded in Beauty. 

, Indeed, if I were compelled to name the 
finest Composition pronounced in the House 
of Commons, during the whole Time that I 
remained a Member of that Assembly, from 
1780 to 1794, I should select this Speech of 
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JIuFfee. Nor can I he ««clpected «f Fartt- 
*iity eitker towiwdii 4be Antiwr, or Ibe Fre- 
diictioB. I^ie ^•mer, ^agk he exoitotf 
Admir&tkm 1^ fats Genius, wan too much 
^e Slsve of his owa Frejadices, to* inpla- 
. fiaUe, petulant, in»cible, and impcrnMU to 
Beeson i»n amof Sabjects, to awaken gene- 
ral good Will, or «« -oobciliate AtfectioK. 
To die wbah) System wlucb hie ATgatueatt 
mere joeant to support, I wa^ decidedly 
Ikofltile. Yf4 I did not on these Acoounto, 
r^Hler less Justice to the natcUess Powers 
of Int^ect wUch Diatured «o wonderful aa 
ffiuBkn. Far Srom suffering by a Compa- 
xiMHi witfa the Oratsoo* of the greatest a»- 
tient Masters, Graek or Ronaa, 1 beliere it 
would gain on an impartial Exanainatiea. 
Among the Fassages ot peculiar Beaatyt 
Sugfat be named his Picture of the young 
Hen s^t out from En^and to India, in 
Ordet" to amass sudden Wealtii. " Animat- 
" ed," said he, " witii all the Avarice of 
*' Age, and all the impetuous Ardour of 
** Youth, they roll in, one after another, 
*' Ware afta Wave : while Nothing presents 
** itsejf to the View of the unhappy Natifee, 
" except an interminable Prospect of new 
(( Fligbtfl (tf vonidious Birds of Passage, with 
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*' A|](iciitet untia^ for a Food, which is 
*' oMtiDttaUf wiMMg under their Attacks. — 
" Every other Conqueror, Arab, Taiter, or 
*' Pershn, has left behiad him 80Ute Mono- 
" «ent, «idier of roysJ Spleodor, or of ueefiil 
" Be»e6ceBoe. Eaglaad has erected neither 
" ChMfches, BOr Hoepitale, nor S<jio(^, nor 
" Palaces. If T<mboitow we were expdled 
" fr«m Ittdostan, Nothing would remain to 
** indtckte ^at k had been possesited, dnrhis 
" the ingfonooa Period of our Domiiuoa, b^ 
" any hetter Tenante thoa the Onran-Outang 
" «r ibeTiger." Thii fine Burst of laiafina- 
tion, eron though we abowld ooooeive it to 
be lao highlf coloured, yet prcMots ««e of 
Ae Oftost virid Assemblages of aaiiiiated 
Life, ever ■abniittad to the hiHnaa Uodeiv 
■taadtiig, while it appeals to the beet Feei- 
ng «f avr riatiHB. 

Hit fiulogiun «f Mr. Francis, (mom Sir 
Pbilip,) wbetber we acqvtesce in ile exact 
Aocaracy of Reeeoiblance, or not, camtot 
be perused witlioBt A^miratioD. Yet ma 
it «Boeeded t^ his Portrait trf Fox, whom 
B«rk<e-oMBpai«d with the Lawgrrers of Ad- 
tiqaity, while l^islatiog for Asia, tcai de- 
spieiag -ererT persfmai CoDnderatioa^ ia Or- 



.y Google 



570 HISTORICAL [1783. 

^r to diffase Felicity over distant Portions 
ofthe-Earth. "He is. well aware," added 
Burke, " of the Sniu'es which are spread in 
"his Path, from -personal Animosity, from 
" Court- Intrigues, and possibly, from popu- 
"lar Delusion. But, he has hazarded his 
*' £ase, his Security, his Power, . and his 
- " Popularity, in the present noble Attempt 
" This is the Road whicb,all Heroes- have 
"trod before him. He will recollect that 
" Obloquy constitutes a necessary Ingre- 
" dient in the Composition of Glory.. He 
" will recollect, thai it was not only in the 
" Roman Customs, but, ia in the Nature, and 
" Constitution of Things, for Calumny to«ac- 
" company Triumph." However classic 
might be these Allusions, and whatever 
Mt^c might -pervade the whole of Burke's 
Discourse ; or however persuaded he was of ■ 
the Reality of all the predicted Advantages, 
that would flow froni the Measure ; tbe moral 
Effect of his Speech in producing Convic- 
tion, by no means corresponded with the 
Admiratiop which it excited. Fox, who 
reserved himself on that Night to answer 
Dundas and Pitt, rose at a late Hour, ^d 
spoke with his usual Ability. " A Charter," 
observed he, " is only a Trust fqr some 
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*< given Benefit If abused, it may, and 
" ought to be resumed. ' Sovereigns are 
." sacred ; yet, with all my Reverence and 
^' Attachment towards them, had I lived 
" under the Reign of James the Second, I 
" should certainly have contribated'my Ef- 
.'* forts in those illustrious Stmggles, which 
'* rescued Us from hereditary Servitude, and 
" recorded the Doctrine that Trust abused, 
■^'-is revocable." On Mr. Thomas Pitt, who, 
when alluding to the East India BiU, bad 
asserted that '* it was ^ Measure which 
" might be naturally expected from a Coali- 
"tion.oftwo M^i, who having first seized 
" by Force on the Government, evidently 
" intended to finish their Career by dealing 
" a Death-blow to their Country," the Se- 
cretary animadverted in Terms of more than 
ordinary Asperity. " I will tell-that-Honor- 
'Vable Gentleman," said- Fox, looking him 
steadily in the Face, " that the Men who 
" have brooght forward this Bill, are not 
" to be brow-beaten by studied Gesture ; 
" noE terrified by tremulous Tones, solemn 
'" PbraseSi or hard Epithets. To Arguments, 
V. they are ready to reply. He chaises Us 
" with having seized upon the Government. 
", His Majesty changed his Miuisters, last 
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"April, as he did twelve Months earlier; 
" each Tinae in Cdneequence of a Vote of 
*' this House. S« his Predecessors did; 
*' and his Successors will, I doubt not, tmt- 
" ta^ the Example. The Votes of Parli»- 
" ment always have, and always will, -I 
** trust, decide op the Duration of Ministry. 
*' Such it the Nature of our Constitution.*' 

lliai addressing himself to the House at 
lar^, ** A doable Game," exclmmed Fox, 
*' is playing on this Occasion by Opposition, 
" to which, 1 hope, this Assembly, and the 
" whole Kingdom will pay Attentioo. ft 
" i» attempted to injure Administration 
■* throng two Channels at the sane Time ; 
" tfaroi^h a tertaut great Quarter, aad 
" tfarongh the People. To the former, they 
" assert that the present Bill increases the 
" Influoice of Ministers against the Crown t 
" while they persuade the Nation, that it 
" augments the Power of the Sorerdgn to 
" their Injury. That they will fiul in both 
" these Ex(>erim«its, I have no Donht. Jn 
■*' the greet Quarter, I trnst, they are well 
" nnderstood ; because the prmcely Mind of 
" that eievated PerMmage, ferms a Security 
** t^oMcl tkeir Devices. They will speedily 
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" dissipate hj their Conduct, any t«uipo- 
" rary 'Illusion which they may have spread 
" among t^ie Multitude." Nor was Fox 
less severe in his Remarks upon Jenkinson, 
than he had been, wh«i cooHnentiog on Mr. 
Thomas Pitt. The former oi those Gentle- 
m^ being seated near William Pitt on the 
Opposition Bench, as was likewise Dundas, 
" When I behold," observed the Secretary, 
" the Right Honorable Gentleman now 9ur> 
" rounded by the Objects of his early and 
" h^editary Avarsion. and hew him revile 
" the CoalituM, I am lost in Amawm^t at 
" his IncoDsietence. Well may my noble 
" Fri^d, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
" assert, that We never sought to attain 
" Power by Cabal, or Intrigue! The safest 
" Path to royal, as wdl as to popular Favor, 
" is by reducing the Burthens, and restoring 
" the .Glory of the Nation." Then 6xing his 
£yes on - Jenkinson, " Let those Persons," 
said he, " wAo <um at Office through other 
" Channel*, b^ mysterious and inscrutable 
" Meant, speak out ! If they will not, the 
*' Country must perc^ve that their Arts 
" cannot, bear Examination, and that their 
" S^ty lies in their Obscurity. The Frin- 
" ciples which We profess, are thoroughly 
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"known. With, them 1 prefer to perish; 
" rather thaa maintaJD Myself by adoptti^ 
" others." After endeavouring to do away 
the Eflfect of PoMia's Soliloquy, which 
seemed deeply to affect him. Fox concluded 
, by addreasJDg his last Words to Pitt ; who 
ia the Course of a most able Speech; had 
declared that " he woald stake his Cha- 
" ractfer with the Public, on the dangerou^ 
" Nature and Tendency of the Bill under 
" Discussion." '* I meet him," said the Se-' 
cretary, *' in his own Terms of Defiauc^ 
" and 1 0|^se him. Character against Cha- 
" teeter. I stake upon the Excellence of 
" the present Measure, all that is most deat' 
" to M6d;- Talents, Honour^ present Repu- 
" tation, and future Fame. All these I risk 
" on the constitutional Safety, theenlai^ed' 
" Policy, the Equity, and the Wisdom of the' 
" Bill," There were Persons who thought 
that under all the Circumstances of the 
Case, the Sttdce was by no Means equal ; 
and that it resembled the Armour of Diomed, 
when weighed in Value against that of Glau- 
cus. The Division, however, which took' 
Place at a very late Hour, fully equalled 
the Expectation of Ministers,' being more 
than two to one. Ayes, 217. Noes, 103. 



.y Google 



1783J MEUOiRij. - 575 

Soiiameroas and flattering a Suppiort, which 
proved how well Uie Secretary had prepared 
the Grouod, ooly acceleratedthe final Ca- 
tastrophe. 

[8th December.] On the third Reading of 
the Bill, a new Auxiliary appeared on the 
Side of Opposition, in the Person of Mr. 
John James Hamilton, since raised by Pitt 
t(> the Dignity of a Marquis ; who. having 
taken his Seat only a few Days precedmg,' 
as a Memher of the House, opened the De- 
bate in a Speech of considerable ' Ability. 
Wilkes drew however far nuire . Attention; 
not only by the decided Part which he took 
against the Measure itself, hut, by the cla& 
sic, neiTOUS, and pointed Terms in which he 
inveighed against its Pabricators. " No Epi- 
" thet," said be, " can reach the Enormity 
" of i^ Guilt,' and I shall therefore content 
" Myself with characterizing it -as a swind- 
" ling Bill, drawn and presented by theSe^ 
" cretary of State, to obtain Money on false 
" Pretences. I consider it as the bitter 
" Fruit of the Cottlition: — for, after the la- 
" mentable Consequences- thatresulted from 
" the Infraction of the American Ckattera 
" bythe noUe LordJo the blue^Rtbbaiid, 1 
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" believe he wovld never have leriurcd iei 
** attack the Franchises and Profierty •§ a 
" great chartered Conqumy, if he had not 
" connected himself in impious Le^;«e wkh 
" so daring a Colleague. When he had se- 
** cored a fit AccotspHce, the Plan and 
" Share of the Plunder being previQaaly 
" adJQBted, it was resolved between them, 
" to rob the East India Conpany. I protest 
" that i nourish no ill Will persoiudlj, to 
" either of the Secrctarica ef State; bat 1 
" deprecate and dread the uuiatiiral, ioeoft- 
" gruotis Unioii of two IndividuaLi^ who 
" never could have been brenghtta coaloscc^ 
" except for the DirisioD (rfthe puhUc Spoite, 
" and fbr the Partition of all Power auong 
" tbemselves; to be followed by the Peairuc- 
*' tion of public Freedom, and the Inde* 
*' pendance of this Assembly. The noble 
** I^ord possesses, I beliore, the laost un- 
** spotted Int^rity : but, Lotc of Place, 
" combining with Indolence of natural Via- 
*' position, led him throughout the whole 
" Progress of the American Contest, to con- 
" nive at Meu in public Office fleecing the 
" State, beyond the Example of former 
" Timea. His own Hands were clean ; but, 
*' not so those of hts Dependants. As a 
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" private NobletnaD, be is formed to be ad- 
' mired and beloved. To a rich Vein of 
" elc^nt, brilliant, and claBsic Wit, he joia^ 
" easy Manners, noaffected Saavity of Temi- 
" per, and every amiable or companionable 
" Quality. Wonld to Heaven J coald com- 
" mead his Reverence for the Gonstitutioii, 
" his Love of Freedom, and his Zeal for the 
-" Preservation of those Privileges and Frad- 
" chises, which constitute the Birthright 
" of Bnglishmen I* 

This accurate and admirable Portrait, 
■Itetched by the Hand of a Master who 
well knew the Ori^nal, was followed by an 
Apostrophe to Fox, not less calculate^ to 
attract Attrition. " With the present Col- 
" league of that noble Lord," continued 
Wilkes, *' 1 have acted during many Ses- 
" sions, in Hostility to him. By his Side I 
" fought in all the Stru^les to repress the 
" Power of the Crown. With what Admi- 
" ration have I listened to his manly Elo^ 
*' quence, sustained by the Powers of Argu- 
" meot and Reason I So perfect a ParKa- 
" m^tar^ Debater, this Assembly has never 
" beheld/ ■ 1 grieve when I reflect how un- 
" availit^ have been all our £fforte, to pre- 
VOL. III. 2 p 
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-" rent Ibe Dismemberinent of so laige a 
**. Poiiaott o£ Uie Empire: ' Bui^ I atn ibdig- 
" pant when I see th^noble JLonI pccupying 
" oQe of the highest Employments, re>coti- 
" ducted to PowCT, nay, caressed and <^e- 
" risbed by the very Man wha'solembty 
** engaged to impeach hint, ks the great 
" Criminal qf Skate, the Corrupter of Par- 
" liament. the AtUhor and Contrivtr qf our 
" national Destrueti&n" ■ 

From every Qoarter of the House^, the 
lceen«st Shafits vrere filmed at the Measure; 
soeaeiof which penetrated deep, while othera 
«nly E^peared to gr^ize on the Surface; but, 
/all left their Impression. White Pitt, powep- 
iuUy sustained by Mr. William Grenville, 
and Duoda^, attacked it with the Arms of 
Reason ; others tried the Operation of Irony 
and Ridicule. Ardeo, who soon aAerwards 
fbecame Solicitor General, on the Change of 
.Ministry, clung to it through every Stage 
willi ^reat Pertinacity and Spirit, not unac- 
companied by l^;al Ability. The seven Com- 
missioners, and their eight Assistant INrec- 
tors, wete compared by Mr. Wilberferce, to 
ao many Doctors and Apothecaries, sum- 
moned for the Purpose of putting the Patient, 
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tiie East India Company, to Death, abcord- . 
ing to the Rules of Art. Many Members, 
long accustomed to consider Fox, as the Star 
by which they gnided their polUisat Coiira^ 
covered him on this Occasion, with Re- 
proaches or Maledictions. Martin, a Man, 
who though not distinguished by superior 
intellectnal Parts, yielded to none in Probity, 
invoked Curses on the Coalition, as the Grave 
of all Prindple. " When once the present 
*' Sill is passed," said he, " Men who thiuk 
" and act independantly, may spare than- 
" selves the Trouble of coming down to this 
" Assembly. — I will, however, steadily op- 
** pose it, as I have done in every former 
" Stage, till it is seat up to the Peers. I tras^ 
" theywill esteem it utterly iuconsistenteilfaer 
*' with their Justice, Or with their Dignity, 
" to pass such a SiU. But, even if it should 
" be otherwise, one Hope is still left us.— > 
" I mean, thai His Mtgesty will refuse his 
** Assent to so pernicious a Measure." Mar- 
tin did not hesitate to declare, that neither 
Sir George Savile, nor Sir Charles Turner, 
the latter of whom was already dead ; and 
the former lay extenuated by Diseases which 
speedily conducted him to the Grave; — 
would, had they been present, have lent any 
2p2 
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CoDotenaKe or Support to the £a0t Indi» 
BiU. , 

Sir Richard Hill, to whom Scripture was 
fitmiliar, compared the Secretary's Conduct 
io affecting to protect and caress the £ast 
India Company, while he immolated them 
to his Ambitiov; with the Treachery of Joab 
to Amasa, who at the Moment that he pre- 
tended to embrace him, stabbed him to the 
Heart. " If," added Sir Richard, " I mi^ht 
" present a Gift to him who will have exteod- 
" ed at his Feet, the whole Patronage of the 
" £ast, and who by this Biil will be rendered 
" greater than any Oriental Nabob: — If the 
" Secretary would deign to accept from my 
" Hands, so small a Boon as a Motto, I wilt 
" venture to offer him, "iVonstonfua/uerafit.'^ 
In more homely Language, dastitute of adven- 
titious Ornament, Sir Cecil Wray declared 
that the Measure impressed him with Hor- 
ror, from its Enormity, Corruption, and per- 
nicious Consequences to the State. Some 
of the finest Passages of Shakspeare, taken 
from his '* Julius Csesar," were applied by 
Scott and Arden, to Fox, as the new Dicttif 
tor, with extraordinary Effect. Powis ac-- 
cused the Secretary with deceiving himself 
and the House, by Professions of Zeal and 
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DisiDterestedness, Trhich served only as ' a 
Cover to his ambitious Designs. " He still 
" persists," said Powis, " to maintain the 
" Purity of his politicfd Principles, and to 
" bid bis deluded Countrymen confide in 
** his jair Promises. But, I form my Judg- 
" Dient by Measures, not by Men. And by 
" that Criterion I mean to try all the Sup- 
" porters of the present enormous Measure, 
** which aims a mortal Blow at the Indepen- 
" dance of Parliament." Jenkinson, t«Dpe- 
rately, but, in Language of Energy, depic- 
tured the unconstitutional Nature of the 
Power thus attempted to be set up, which 
must prove subversive of the Royal Pre- 
n^tive; and from opposite Sides, Fox 
was assailed as the Enemy of his Country, 
who sacrificed to his insatiable Ambition, 
the Fame, tiie Character, and the Conside- 
ration, that he had attained by a long Series 
of public Services, 

Not that he by any Means wanted De- 
fenders distinguished for Integrity, as well 
as for l^;al and parliamentary Ability. Mr. 
Erskine spoke repeatedly, at great Length, 
during the Progress of the Bill, in Support 
of this obnoxious Measure. His Enemies 
pronounced his Performances tame, and des. 
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titate of ib<i Animation, which «o powerfully 
characterized fats Speeches in Westminster 
Hall. Tfaejr maiDtamed that, however re- 
splendent he appeared as an Advocate, w^ale 
addreasmg a Jury, he fell to the Level of an 
ordinary Man, if not below it, when seated 
on the ministerial Bench; where another 
Species ofOratory was demanded to impress 
Conviction, or to extort Admiration. To 
me, who, having never witnessed his jaris- 
pmdential Talents, could not make any 
such Comparison, he appeared to exhibit 
shining Powers of Declamation. Lee, the 
Attorney General, in a Speech replete witii 
tiiat coarse, strong, and illiberal Species 
of Invective, which usually accompanied his 
Addresses to the House ; and which always 
appeared to me, more befitting the Robin- 
hood Society, than accommodated to a Le^ 
gislative Assembly; treated with indignant 
Contempt, the Repugnance manifested to^ 
violate the Charter of the East India Com- 
pany. He did not even hesitate to describe 
that Charter, esteemed hy many Members' 
so sacred, and incapable of Sabversion ex- 
cept by arbitrary Violence, as " a mere 
" Skin of Parchment, to which was ap- 
" poided a Seal of Wax." This imprudent, 
if not censurable Declaration, coming from 
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inch a Qnartec, bowever qualified or palU- 
atsd it ifiight be by siibseqaeftt Expla- 
tHititetfi, 'op^tirted injtijionsly 'ta Miaisters. 
With the ^aae coatumelioaa Lerily htt.spoke 
ef his O^e, whicb;, ' be said, . '■ hb vsdued 
** not a Itash;" addtng, ?' my-loanied {^«id, 
" (Ardeq,) BhoDldhareitTe-morroWfif I^d 
" tiot coDCOf e that bycontintnDg to bold it,- 
'i I ' can- be of -sonie -Utility, -to -Aduaibwtra-^ 
** tipn." ^lie Chanc^lor'of tin fixcheqaca'/ - 
irritatad at the severe AnimadvernoBs made 
by MV. Thomas Pitt, oa fhe Violence with- 
'trhicb Adtniaistration had' seised 6a tbe 
Reins of Gov^nmeiit, denied tbe Cbiuge 
with much IndigoatioD. His Eloqueace- 
fell however &r short of his Feelings, aod 
was Addressed rather to tbe moral- Sefise 
of bis Auditors, than it appealed to their 
Understandings, or to their Jadgment. 

Genial Bnrgoyne, anririog Post from 
Ireland, (spontaneously, as he asserted;) 
and qaitting the meaner Duties of Com- 
mander-in-GhieC which Employment he held 
in that Kingdom, in Order to fulfil his high- 
er Obligations,- as a L^slator at Westmin- 
ster ; spoke warmly in Favor of the Bill. ' 
Having, many Yean earlier, acted as Gbair- 



.y Google 



SM HJSTOKtCAL [1783. 

man of one of the first Comniittees i^tpointed 
by tbe Huuse, for iDquirii^ into the AfiauB 
of the East, be was heard with Atl£ati<n. 
He confirmed all the Horrors and Enonni' 
ties attributed, by Burke, to the Earopeans 
-vrho governed Asia : Atrocities, which tbe 
General illustrated by a Citation prepared 
^or the Purpose, extracted fix>m the Sixth 
JEneid of Vii^l, descriptive of tbe Guilt of 

■ Q powerlul Criminal, such as Hastiogs might 
be esteoned, condemned fur his Crimes oa 
Earth, to undergo the. Pains of Tartarus. 
It did not impress the House as poyrerfiilly 

. as Arden's Line firom Shakspeare, directed 
to Fox, 

" It it ibe briglit P*y Ibat brti^ forth the Adder," 

or as Wilberforce's Invocation to the Secre- 
tary of State, under the Character of the 
J'oiien Angel, furnished by Milton. I remem- 
ber Burke addressiug Lord North, when 
first iViinister, in somewhat similar Terms, 
shortly before his Resignation, early in 1782. 
^H^y profess'og an equal Contempt for 
Qu:A»tioiislrom Shakspeare, or from Milton, 
aqd exjiressing his Admiration at hearing 
iScrtpture lall from the Lips of a Lawyer ; 
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with none of whiofa Materials for Debate, 
he.. said, that he came provided; yet pro- 
fessed to have furnished htmsdif with some 
Ai^ameDts applicable- to the Sobjecl under 
Discussion. Without Circumlocadoo, or 
any false Scruples of fostidioua Delicacy, he 
declared bis utter Disregard of the chartered 
Bights of the CotDpaoy, which he said, he 
considered ** as a Bugbear, only fit to iiitimi- 
*f date Children." He even advised th^r 
VioIatioD, as the primary Step to all Reform 
in the AdmioiBlration of India. 

, No Individual distinguished himself more 
throughout the whole Progress of these inte- 
resting Proceedings, than Slieridan ;• whose 
matchless Endowm^its of Mind, equally 
adapted to Contests of Wit, or of Ai^ument, 
and ever under the Cootroul of imperturb- 
able Temper, enabled him to extend inva- 
luable Assistance to the Minist^. But, 
natber was Fox wauting to himself, or to' 
his Friends. On the contrary, performing 
every Function of a Geoeral, and of a private 
Soldier; combating in the front Banks; 
leaving no Charge unrepelled, no Insinuation 
unnoticed, no Aigument uorefiited; he tilled 
with Astomshment, as well as with Admira- 
tion, even those who tbouglit themselves 
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best able to appreciate tke Magnitnde and 
£xteBt of hie pu^iimemtery Tdlents. After 
deeding his M^tromAe severe Attacks 
•f Pitt, he did not disdaia or enit to 
answer tbe Allegatidns made by vr^ous 
Members of mferior Waght. To Powib, to 
S«ott, to Dandas, and even to Martin, he 
Bereraily^recied the most pointed Repfiest 
calculated to jnsttfy him, not only as a 
Ifinister, but, in his individual and moral 
Gapadty. . Determined on carrying through 
the SiU, without a-Momeafs Delay; ap- 
prehensive of new Obstacles arising, every 
Honr; within, as well as without the Walls 
of Ae House; and seeming to r^^d Par- 
UamaBt -as convoked, not for die PnrpObe of 
Deliberation, but, of Dedsiou; he refused 
to postpone the Measure, e^n for. a single 
Night Vainly, Scott adjnred inm, in the 
Language of Desdemona to Othello, " Kill 
"Bit n<H to^tight, my Iiordl let me live 
" but one Day I" The House, towards two 
•*Clock in the Morning, became so cla- 
nmrotts for the Question, that a Divinon was 
on tbe Point of taking Place, when an un- 
ocpected incident prolonged the Discossion, 
and arrested the universal imlpatience of tbe 
Assembly. 
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Mr.,I|epry Flood,, one pi t^ie niQst cdte^ 
l^rated Orators . ia .\he Jr^h Parliament, 
flhp i^ imt Jbflpn brought, Jnfojr Ae City 
of Wjni;|kp9fa'; rl»og for the firet Time, 
prq>V^ ito .fipf^ in tke British Jlovwe 
«f CopaaKujs.'. Qis App^^rNice prodflced 
^ .iastwit ,OqIdi, .,tiod be,. wu~ beard. with 
qDiTersal Cariosity, vrhtle ,he delivierod bis 
^eQtinidvtfl. vithich .were atroogly immical to 
the £a8t l^dia JBiill. Though ;pafinwsiiig 
UHl? loetd, or accujcate lufotnoatida on:the( 
iviDwdUte Subject of D«j|tf^ be ^ks nittt 
gr«at Ability :BD'd good jSeasti: but, tbe slow, 
ttij^wai;^, ^nd .seiateyticws Stylq of TEitiuva- 
atioii whtcb characterized .his Bloq^eace; 
haymmr calculated. to exoite AdrairalMD it 
tt%bt he ia-the Senate of tke lister King-, 
dom, appeared to English £ars, coldi Mi% 
and deficient in* some of the best Recom- 
m«ndatioa$ tp AtteEdion. Uufqrtuiu^y, 
too, i^r Flood* ooe.^f his own Couytrymeo* 
Gourtenay, ia«$apUy opwed on bim auch 
a Batt^y of Ridicule ifind Wit, sea«OAed 
irith AUuMOOs or Bffbsctions of the jnost 
peraoiml and painful Kind, as ^^emed to 
OverwheliQ ^ new Meoiber. He toade no 
AUeuipt ftt K^ly, and under the^e Circwi- 
stances began the division, l^tf^madft tH-. 
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nmpbant Exhibitioii of ministerial Stroigth, 
the Coalition nnmberiog 208, while only 
102 Persons, of whom I was one, followed 
Pitt into the Lobby. Yet within twelve 
Days afteitwards he found himself irat Mi- 
nister, and so remained for above seventeen 
Years. Meanwhile, the Secretary never 
relaxed his Exertions, till, having suraaotHit- 
cd all Opposition, he carried up the Bill, 
accompanied by a vast Number of his Adhe- 
rents, who participated in his Success, to 
the Bar of the House of Peers. Its Passage 
through that Assembly being already se- 
cured, as he justly conceived, on solid 
Grounds, and liie royal' Negative never excit- 
mg- any Apprehension, the Measure seined 
. apparently to be placed beyoud the Reach 
of FcH*tnne. 

. [0th— 17th Decemb^.] But, with the Ai^ 
rival of the East India Bill in the House of 
Lords, terminated nevertheless the pros- 
perous Cu^er of Ministers. The King, 
whose Opinions and Wishes, however they 
might have been suspected by, or even 
knovni to a few Persons, were not as yet 
publicly divulged, or clearly ascertained; 
now c<«nii^ forward, as the Urgency of the 
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Occasion seemed to demand, commanicated 
ttirough aathentic Channels, his utter Dis- 
approbation of the Measure. Lord Temple, 
though one of the first Individuals thus 
authorized, formed by no means the sole or 
exclusive Medium, through which the Royal 
IMeasure was so signified and circulated; 
Very little Time, in Fact, remained to th« 
Sovereign, if he desired to avert the impend- 
ing Misfortune. For, the Secretary of Statev 
who seems to have been wdl aware that a» 
soon as the Measure was felt and under- 
stood, it would excite universal Afarin ; had 
betimes secured such a Majority in the 
Upper House, as must speedily have left to 
the Crown no possible Means of Relief, 
except one scarcely known to the British 
Constitution since the Revolution of 1088 ; 
namely, a Refusal of the Royal Assent 
to the Sill, after its Passage through both 
Houses of Parliament. In this critical Junc- 
ture, His Majesty caused such Ailments 
or Expostulations to be ofiered to many 
Members of the House of Lords, Spiritual,' 
as well as Temporal ; and the Necessity of 
Resistance was so strongly depictured by 
his Emissaries, as to overturn all Fox's Ma^ 
ehinery in an Instant. Proxies given to the 



.y Google 



690 HjsTDitieu. [17^ 

Miujster, wore EMdeslyiietoked; and ^«t 
first IfaTiDg^ile ^^ilBBDJRtraiion J&ftMinoriQr 
of fi^^V upttD .4be QofsticHk of A^otmi* 
meat; the' ^1 ItadbE was stibsequeotly re* 
jecti^ two DayH later,' by NiAeteen Votes. 
Ooe baddred 'aod ser^tyHdoe Peers voted 
on the OccteioD, either m PtarBoo, or by 
Ph>xy ; * prodigioTiei Attendance, if we con- 
sider the ]n*ited N^nbers of the British 
Pcetagie at that Time. 

The Archbiahops of Canterbury and of 
Yort, led the Way, thoii^ thfe former Pre- 
late, whose Conuexi<msi political and matri- 
monial sefemed to connect him with th4 
CoaUHon, had beeA 'preriously rej^rded 
as a firm Support^- <tf the Measure.' The 
latter (Markbaita,) who was not less a Conr* 
tier than a Scholar, thr(Aighout Life dways 
kept his Eye constantly fixed on the Throne, 
Nor can it excite Suiftrizcv' that all those 
noble IcuitTidinis without Exception, who 
occupied Situations in the Royal House* 
hold, or near the King's Person, should, 
wi^oui fastidiously hesitating, give the Ex- 
amine of Tergiversation. The greato- Num- 
ber among them, had only assented to the 
East India Bill, on a Supposition, and uur 
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der the Belief that it had received the pre- 
vious GoncQiT^ice w Approbation of His 
Majesty, They ai>aDdoBed Ministers, and 
joined the Oown; manifiMting by thor 
Votes, how vast is the perscmfd Infloeace «f 
(be Soveragn, when strenuonsly exated, 
over the Members of i^ iJpper House of 
Parliament. ITie Prince of Wides, who had 
only taken the Oatbs and ida Seat in that 
Assembly, on the first Day of the Session^ 
the 11th of November; when it was moved to 
ftdjonm on the l^th of December, had voted 
in Person with the Administration. Bnt, 
having received A Notification of his Father's 
Disapprobation of die £ast India Bill, and of 
the whole Conduct of Ministers, he abs^ited 
-himself on . the second Difision, wheii that 
Mea&ure was finally rejected. Lord Riverei, 
one of the Lords of the King's Bedchambo*, 
who had given his Vote by Proxy to the 
Coalitiou, on the first Question, withdrew 
it on the Second Division ; as did the Barls 
of Hardwicke and of Egremont. L<wd Stor- 
mont, though as being a Member of the 
Cabinet, and President of the Council, he 
had personally supported the J3t// on the 
15th, when he considered it' as having the 
Sanction of the Crown, yet voted on the 
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other Side, forty-eigbt Houts afterwards. 
His Uncle, the Earl o/ Mansfield^ who wiae 
supposed to have iofluenced him in this. De- 
terminatioD, exhilnted the same Example. 
Both were present in the first Dirisioo, as 
Supporters of the Measdre; and both ap- 
peared in the House as Enemies to it, when 
thrown out on the 17th of December. The 
Earl of Oxford, one of His Majesty's most 
antient Savants, who bad been near bis 
Person more than twenty Years, in the Ca- 
pacity of a Lord of the Bedchamber ; baying 
been induced to support the CoaHtiom 
by his Proxy on the 15th, sent it to the 
opposite Side, on the subsequent Division. 
Fox and Burke, togetherwith many of their 
warmest Adherents, who during the Pro- 
gress of the first Debate had r^nained on 
the Steps of the Throne, in order by thar 
Presence to encourage their Friends in the 
Upper House, had the Mortification to wit- 
ness the Defeat experienced on that Even- 
ing ; — a Defeat which served as a Warning of 
its final Destiny. 

The Debates which took Place in the 
Upper House, On the two Questions of Ad- 
journment and of Rejection ; however infe- 
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rioran Interest tbey excited, when compared 
Tritfa the Discussions that agitated ibe House 
of Commons on the same Subject; yet 
strongly arrested national Attention. Lord 
Thurlow, after reprobating the* Sill, and 
t}«ating with contemptuous Ridicule the 
Reports ol" the " Select Committee, " on 
which defective or erroneons Foundations, 
the pretended Necessity for the Measure 
rested; declared that " if it passed, the 
"King would in Fact take the Diadem from 
" his own Head, and place it on the Head 
" of Mr. Fox." In more intemperate Lan- 
guage, scarcely befitting so dignified an 
Assembly, the Earl of Abingdon, a Noble- 
man of very eccentric Character, and re- 
strained by no Forms of parliamentary De- 
corum, while expressing his Abhorrence of 
a Coalition which had given Birth to this 
political Monster ; qualified Charles James 
Fox by Name, as '* a Moantebank Secretary 
" of State, accustomed formerly to ascend 
" the Stages at Covent Garden, and at West- 
. " minster Hall, from which he harangued 
" the Mob ; but, now calling himself the 
" Minister of the People, though anteiated 
'* by the criminal Ambition of Cromwell, 
** and aiming at Rgal Power." He even 

VOL, III. 2 Q 
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accused the Secretary with exceediDg in 
Violence, by his Sazure of the East India 
Company's Charter, the worst Acts of those 
Tyrants, Charles the Second, and his Bror 
tber James. With great Pertinacity, the 
Dulce of Richmond pointed out the Injus- 
tice of the Measure : nor did the Ties of 
Consanguinity which connected him with - 
Fox, prevent him from severely arraigning 
the recent Grant of a Pension of one thou- 
sand Pounds a Year, made to Sir William 
Gordon; in Order, by vacating his Seat for 
Portsmouth, that he might enable Govem- 
inent to introduce Mr. Erskine into the 
House of Commons, at this critical Junc- 
ture. Unsolicited, and nnconn'ected with 
Party, Lord Camden entered his strong 
Protest against such an Infraction.of all Law 
on the Part of Administration, by bringing 
forward an Act, not, as it professed to be, of 
R^ulation, but, of rapacious Confiscation. 

Ministers, thus powerfully assailed, if they 
exhibited the Talents, by no means displayed 
the Energies, exerted by their Opponents; 
Lord Loughborough, on whom devolved the 
principal Weight of defending the Govern- 
ment, found himself ill supported in that 
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Attempt. The Speaker, Lord Maosfieldi 
voted indeed with AdministratioD on the 
Question of Adjournment; bnt remained 
altogether silent, and extended no active 
Assistance. Conscious that his Colleagues 
bad lost the Confidence of the King, the 
DiJke of Portland alluded with Warmth, in 
the Course of Debate, to Lord Temple's re- 
cent Audience of the Sovereign, which he 
denounced as a Violation of the Constitution. 
But, that Nobleman avowing the Fact, and 
justifying it as the Privil^e of an hereditary 
Counsellor of the Crown, to offer Advice, 
called on the Duke to bring forward against 
him a specific Charge. Lord Shelbume, - 
though! he once,'! believe, attended in his 
Place, took no Part whatever in the Discus- 
sions, nor ever voted on the Question, either 
in Person, or by Proxy : —a Line of Con- 
duct, which, when we consider that he bad 
been expelled from Power by the Coalition, 
only a few Months earlier, opened a wide 
Field for political Speculation, on the Mo- 
tives of his Silence or Secession. 

It will be readily admitted, that if we try 
the. Conduct of Geoi^ the Third, in per- 
sonally interposing to influence the Debates, 
2 Q 2 
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arid to rehder himaelf Master of the Deli- 
bet^tions of the uppet* House, by the Spirit 
of our Constitutioo, as fixed siuce the £%• 
pulsion of James the Second ; it appears at 
first Sight, subversive of every Principle of 
political Freedom. Such an ill-timed and 
imprudent Interference had in Fact laid the 
Foinidation of all the Misfortunes of Charles 
the First But, the same Line of Conduct, 
which in 1641 excited general Indignation, 
in 1783 awakened no Sentiment of national 
Condemnation. Chi the contrary, the King's 
Position being perfectly understood ; the Im- 
possibility of his flxtticatioa from the Minis- 
terial Toils wound about him, appeared so 
clearly demonstrated, unless by a decided 
personal Effort to arrest the Bill in its Pro- 
gress through the House of Lords, that the 
Country at large affixed its Sanction to the 
Act. There were, nevertheless, it must be 
admitted, many Individuals who thought 
that the royal Disapprobation should have 
been earlier signified ; and who inclined to 
accuse the King of something like Dnplicity 
or Deception, in liis Treatment of Adminis- 
tration. We must however candidly allow, 
tbvt he 4as not bound to observe any Mea- 
sures of scrupulous Delicacy, with Men who 
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had ^tered hi» Cabinet by Violence, who 
held bim in Bondage, and who meditated 
to rendor that Bond^;e perpetual., Nor was 
it easy for him to discover and to detect* 
by the Force of his own Intellect, witbont 
l^;al Aseistanee, the InvastoiiB on his Inde- 
pendence and Prerogative, contained in the 
Provisions of the Sill, as originaUy sub- 
mitted to him ; till they were exposed and 
made manifest, by the Discussitms that took 
Place in the House of Commons. The Ra- 
pidity with which it was carried up to the 
Peers, and the little Delay which Fox evi- 
dently m^ant it should there undergo, before 
it was presented for his Concurrence, left 
him no Option in his Line of Conduct, and 
Tcry little Time for Action. These Reasons 
exculpated and justified an Interference, ap* 
parently so irreconcileable with the Genius 
of the British Constitution.. A Fact not 
generally known, but, not the less true, is, 
that His Majesty was advised, and had taken 
the Resolution, if the Bill had actually 
passed the House of Lords, to have never- 
theless refused to it the Royal Assent He 
would then have instantly changed his Mi- 
nisters, dissolved the Parliament, and thrown 
himself for Protection upon his People. 
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Those Persons who have had the best Op- 
portunities of knowing his Character, and 
appreciating his Firmness under the most 
alarming or distressful Circumstances, while 
sustained hy the Conviction of acting right ; 
will not doubt or disbelieve the Fact Nor 
would the Nation, probably, bare con- 
demned his Conduct, or have delivered him 
np again into the Hands of the Coalition. 
Happily however, the middle Line which 
he adopted, prevented the Necessity of re< 
curring to such painful Extremities. 

[17th December.] Though Fox's Bill was 
thus rejected by the upper House, he still 
remained, together with Lord North, in Pos- 
session of their respective Offices, no Change 
whatever in Administration having yet taken 
Place. Fox even delivered, as Secretary of 
State, from the Treasury Beach, the most 
bitter and animated Philippic ever pro- 
nounced vrithin the Walls of the House of ' 
Commons ; in the Course of which, he dealt 
out every Accusation against the Sovereign, 
and those Members of the House of Peers ; 
the Prsetonan Bands, or rather the Janiza- 
ries, as he denominated them; who had 
strangled the Measure by th^r Sultan's 
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Order. Nor did he hesitate to compare the 
Paper intrusted by his Majesty to Lord 
Tranple, which bad operated such iDJurious 
£ffects to the AdmiDistration, with the -Re- 
script of Tiberius sent to the Roman Senate 
from Capraea, for the Condemnation of Se- 
janu^, unheard in his Defence, and without 
adducing Proofs of bis Guilt. Id classic 
Language, and in the Words of Juvenal, he 
reprobated such an Interference, as wholly 
destructive of the British Constitution. 

The whole of this Debate formed one of 
the most curious and singular Scenes ever 
witnessed ; the Ministers being virtually out 
of Office, though still occupying their official 
Seats; while Pitt and his Friends, though 
nominally in Opposition, in Fact possessed 
the royal Confidence. Fox anticipated in- 
deed with Certainty, the total Rejection of 
his Sm in the upper House: but, as the 
Peers sate late before the Division took 
Place, the Fact was not known at the Hour 
when the Secretary made his memorable 
Philippic. The Proceedings in the House of 
Commons, were opened with a sort of mock 
Solemnity, calculated to give them a Dt^ree 
of dramatic Effect ; the Mace being sent 
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round, on a Request made to the Speaker, 
for the Purpose, to summon tbe Attendance 
of all Members found in the adjacrat Bomub. 
This extrawdinary Mandate from the Ghur, 
BO unusual, 'was designed to spread Alarm, 
as if the Privileges of the House were in- 
vaded ^by the unconstitutional Influence or 
Interference of the Crown. Precedents were 
sought for and found, for the Vote proposed 
to t>e adopted, in the Year 1640, when 
the Conduct of Charles the First was said 
to exhibit a striking Conformity with the 
Act of George the Third, in thus person- 
ally exerting himself through various noble 
Individuals, to throw out the East India 
Bill. The Elements of the Business being 
arranged and prepared, a second Motion 
was proposed from the minieterial Side of 
the House, reprobating, as " subversive of 
** the Constitution, the Attempt to report 
" any Opinion of bis Majesty upon a de- 
" pending Bill, with a View to influence 
" Members." Its Object being to designate 
and to criminate Lord Temple, who bad 
exerted himself more than any other Peer 
in circulating the royal Wishes, the Pro- 
position was strongly opposed by Mr. Wil- 
liam Grenville, that Nobleman's youngest 
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Brother. He called on the Accuser to stand 
forth, add to make good the Charge. 

Pitt, after treating with Derision the pre* 
paratory Formalities, which introduced the 
Resolation then eubmitted to the House, de- 
manded on what Ground the Assertion itself 
reposed, except upon vague Surmise, or com- 
mon Humour? Fox now came forward for 
the last Time in his ministerial Capacity, and 
jn a Speech of unreasonable Length, but, of 
prodigious Enei^y, accompanied with more 
than ordinary Asperity of Language, fae &i- 
deavoured to rally his disheartened Troops ; 
among whom, many already began to per- 
ceive that they had committed themselves, 
on erroneous Suppositions, beyond their In- 
tention. We may indeed safely assume, that 
only a small Proportion of the fire Hundred 
and .fifty-eight Members who then composed 
the lower House of Parliament, possessed 
Ability, Industry, and Leisure suffici^it, in 
Addition to local Knowledge, for enabling 
them to weigh in their own Scales, the East 
India Bill : — a Measure of so complex and 
comprehensive a Nature in itself; and at 
that Time, not at all generally understood 
throughout the Kiogdoml Fox'rf Followers, 
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it is true, were for the raost Part, zealously 
and personally attached to him, as their sole 
Leader, round whom they rallied, in, or out 
of Power. But, Lord North counted many 
Adherents, who, in supporting his Mea- . 
sores, believed that they were maintaining 
the GoTemmeot, and looked more to the 
Minister, than to the Man. Various ludi- ' 
Tiduals held Offices in the royal Household, 
or about the Court ; among which Descrip- 
tion of Members, a great Defection must 
naturally be expected. Such was the State 
of that Assembly on the Night of the 17Ut of 
December ; one of the most extraordinary to 
be found in our History ! 

" The Deliberations of this Evening," ob- 
served Fox, when he rose, " must decide 
" wheUier we are to be henceforward Free- 
" men or Slaves ; whether this House is the 
" Palladium of Liberty, or the Engine of 
" Despotism ; whether we are prospectively 
*' to exercise any Functions of our own, or 
" to become the mere Echo of secret Infln- 
" ence. — I trust, Englishmen will be as jea- 
" lous of that Infiuence, as superior to open 
" Violence. — The Bill, though matured by 
" all Uie Abilities of this House, and though 
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"" supported by nearly two to one, on every 
" Division during its Progress, will in all 
" Probability be lost elsewhere. By whom? 
"By an independent Majority? No! By 
" the Votes of the Lords of the Bed-cham- 
^ ber." After exhausting bis Resentment 
on those noble Persons, who had, as he 
asserted, " forfeited by their Conduct, every 
" Claim to the Character of Gentlemen, and 
*' d^raded the characteristic Indepmdence 
" of the Peerage, as well as vilified the 
" British L^slature in the Eyes of all 
" Europe," the Secretary diverged to other 
Topics of Declamation, " On what Foun- 
" dation," demanded he, " do the Ministers 
" stand, who come into Office by Means , of 
" secret Influence? Have they not a Halter 
" about their Necks ? They bold their Em- 
" ployments, not at the Option of the So- 
" vereign, but, of the very Reptiles who 
" burrow under the Throne. What Man 
" would stoop to such Humiliation ! Bot/s, 
** without Judgment, Experi^ice, or Know- 
" ledge of the World, may thns precipi- 
^* tafely follow the headlong Course of Am- 
" bition, and vault into the Seat, while the 
" Reins we committed to other Sands : bnt, 
'* the Minister who can submit to such Do- 
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" gradatioQ, and the Country which tole- 
" rates it, must be mutual Cursea to each 
" other." 

Having thus depictured Pitt's Position, 
Fox turned round upon Jenkinson. " Dur- 
*' ing the Int^regnum of the last Spriog^," 
observed he, " 1 never had a Doubt, with 
" whom that disgraceful Suspension of Go- 
" venmient originated. In Kke Manner, no 
" sooner were pretended Grounds of Olgec- 
" tion stated to the East India Bill, than 
" I instantly looked to the same Quarter. 
" The same dark and mystoious Cabal 
" which then invested the Throne, mislead- 
*' ing the royal Mind with unworthy Arts, 
" has been once more employed to po^orm 
*' a similar Part But, will this enlightened 
" Country revert to those Ages, when Prin- 
" ces were Tyrants, Ministers were Mini- 
" ons, and Government only Intrigue? — For 
" God's Sake, in every Case strangle us not 
'* in the very Moment when we look for 
" Success, by an infamous Band of Bed- 
" chamber Janizaries ! — When the Hour ar- 
" rives, and it may not be very distant, 
" which shall dismiss me from the public 
" Service, I will not imitate the Example 
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" set me by the late Chancellor of the 
" Excheqaer, of liDgeriog ia Office, after the 
" Datiooal Voice calls on me to be gone. 
" / did not come in by tk6 Fiat of Majesty, 
" though hy that Fiat I am not reluctant to 
"go out. I ever stood, and wish only to 
" stand, oo public Ground. — The People qf 
"■ England have made me what I am. It 
" was by their Partiality I have been called 
" to a Station in their Service. Perhaps it 
" would not be treating them well, hastily or 
" precipitately to abandon the Post which 
" they have confided to me." Pox concluded 
nevertiielesa this Harangue, one of the most 
violent ever pronounced in my Time, within 
the Walls of the House, by an Encomium 
on the very Sovereign whose Service he was 
about to quit, and on whom he had thrown 
out so many severe Reflections. " No Man," 
said he, " venerates him more than I do, for 
" his personal and domestic Virtues." But, 
as he subjoined, that " the present Genera- 
" tion r^arded his Majesty for the Tirtuous 
" Example which he exhibited, and Posterity 
* would long adore him for his Progeny,'' 
Pepper Arden did not fail to remark, that 
Fox's Veneration for the Sovereign arose 
principally from Attacluuent to his Posteri^. 
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Vaioly, nerertheless, Pitt ui^ed bim to 
retire, and thus to anticipate his Dismis- 
sion from Employment Content with ren- 
dering the Majority of the House subser- , 
vient to his Views, by passing various Reso- 
lutions, calculated not only to stigmatize 
the late Interference of the Crown ; but, in- 
tended at the same Time to prevent the In- 
terruption of their Deliberations, by any Act 
of Prerogative ; all whirh Motions be carried 
by a. Majority of more than two to one ; the 
Coalition Ministers refused to give in their 
Resignation. Under these Circumstances, 
which called for Decision, the King dis- 
played no Irresolution. Conscious that he 
had advanced too far to recede, either with 
Honor or with Benefit, he passed the whole 
of the 18th of December, in making Dis. 
positions for the Formation of a new Cabinet; 
and finding, at a late Honr of the Evening, 
that the two Secretaries of State still de- 
clined to resign, he signified to them, by 
a Messenger, that he had no further Occa- 
sion for their Services. They received at 
the same Time, Information, that a personal 
Interview would be disagreeable to him; and 
were ordered to deliver up the Seals of their 
respective Departments, through the Me- 
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diom of the two UQder-Secretaries, Eraser 
and Nepean. Mr. Fox immediately- com- 
plied; but, Lord North haviDg deposited 
the Seal of his Office in the Hands of his 
Son, Colonel North, one of his Under-Secre- 
taries, who could no where be found for 
a considerable Time; the. King waited pa- 
tiently at St. James's, till it should be 
brought to him. Mr. Pollock, first Clerk 
in .Lord North's Office, who had already 
retired to rest, being called out of bis Bed, 
in consequence of the RequisitioD from His 
Majesty, went in Search of Colonel North. 
After a long Delay, he was found, aud 
produced the Seal ; which being brought to 
the King about One o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing, he delivered it into Lord Temple's 
Hands, and then returned to the Queen's 
House. 

[I9th December.] On the ensuing Day, it 
being, iudispensable to form a Govemm^it 
with the least possible Delay, Mr. Pitt, 
notwithstanding his Youth, was placed at 
the Head of the new Cabinet, as first Lord 
of the Treasury, aud Chaucellor of the Ex- 
chequer ; an Instance without Precedent in 
our Annals, and which, will probably never 
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be again realized ! Lord^Bolingbroke, then 
Mr. St. Joho, had indeed, under Queen 
Anne, been made Secretary at War, as early 
in Life; and we have since seen Lord Henr^ 
Petty, now Marqnis of Lansdown, at about 
the same Age, raised to the Chancdiorship 
of the Exchequer, in 1806, after Mr. Pitt's 
Decease. But, there is a wide Interval, froni 
catber of the above Examples, to the Eleva- 
tion before us. If we reflect likewise on the 
decided Majority against which Pitt had to 
contend in the House of Commons, con- 
ducted by such Energies and Talents as 
Fox possessed; we may be tempted, on 
first Consideration, to accuse him of Impru- 
. dence and Temerity. The Event neverthe- 
less proved, that in accepting Employment, 
under all the DisadTaotages here enume- 
rated, he had maturely weighed the Peril 
and the Consequences. Other Impediments, 
not less serious, presented themselves in the 
interior of the Cabinet recently formed ; where 
Lord Temple insisted on the immediate Dis- 
solution of Parliament, as a St^ necessary 
to their mroisterial Preservation, if not even 
to their personal Safety. But, Pitt, with 
consummate Judgment, while he retained in 
his own Hands so powerful an Engine, 
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which he held suspended over the House of 
Commons, abstained from using it, till the ' 
Progress of Affairs should justify the Inter- 
position. Conscious that no Act of the Royal 
Prerogative, could be more generally repug- 
nant to the Inclinations of the Members of the 
lower House^ than a X)is8olutiou before thej 
had sat half the Period for which they had 
been elected, he resisted Lord Temple's Pro- 
position ; who, in Consequence immediately 
resigned, only three Days after his Appoint- 
ment; thus involving the half-formed Ad- 
ministration in Confusion ^nd Embarrass- 
ment, not wholly exempt even from some 
D^ree of. Ridicule and of Danger. Never 
did any Ministry commence its Career under 
a more inauspicious and apparaitly despe- 
rate Predicament, which was destined so 
long to retain Possession of the Reins of 
J*ower! 

. Pepper Arden having moved Pitt^ Writ 
loT the Borough of Appleby, Dandas^ act- 
ing as his Delegate while be could not he 
personally present in the House, endeavour- 
ed to induce that Assembly to meet on the 
ijubsequeot Day, (Saturday, the 20th of De- 
cember,) in order to expedite the Passage of 
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tti^TLMtix. But, Fox, ho* oat of Office, 
aitectihg Ito suppose thiat an imtnedtate IMs- 
sblatioii of Parfiaojeni impended, pereniplo- 
rily reAised his Consent ito tbe Proposition. 
1ke observed, thict ** though he did noi den^ 
" the iRight of the Crown to ijissoh'e, y^t no 
•* iF'ersoft would renture to Bay, such a Pre- 
" rogative oiight to bie exercised, merilijf to 
" suit the Cmveni^ce o/aii amlntious young 
^ Stan." Lord Mulgrave, -who not long 
afterwards becaine Joint Paymaster of the 
i^orcc^ tinder the new Mhii^try, supporfeid 
Ipfr. Dtindad; and iii the Course of hid 
Sfieech eiifpressed great Pleasare, ttiat "i 
" ^atitiob which ha^ too long maintaiBed 
*' Pbi^Ses^oii of Power, wds at length driVe'A 
" froib Place." Lord North and Poie bemg 
s^ted close to each other on the Opposition 
Bench, susteibed by a Tery numerons At- 
tendance of Uieir Friends, constituting aft 
undisputed Majority of the Members pre- 
sent; a toad and general Laugh arose among 
theto, at the Word Faction. " I am glad,* 
Tesomed Lord Mulgrave, " to find that Gen- 
" tlemen are so merry upon their Misfortune. 
" I still however rejoice that their Power 
^* is extinct Not that I mean," looking at 
Lord North, " I am glad to see my nobl^ 
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*' Frieod in the blu^ Rftiband, out of £idt 
" ploynieot I respect hie Character. I too 
" well know his Integrity and Abilities, not 
" to wish that he were m Office : but. I la- 
" ment to behold him in such bad Company." 
Kenyon likewise spoke on the same Sid^ 
with his cbaract^istic Disregard of all per- 
sonal Objects w Interests, though he was 
bade Attorney Gen^^ only a few Days 
ailerwards, ibr the second Time. " I am 
" neither in the Secrets of those Persons 
" who are just dismisBed,* said he, " nor of 
" their Successors ; and therdiwe I cannot 
** kaoSir whethCT Parliament will, or will 
" not be disserved. If a Dissolution should 
" take Place, I am ^orant whether I may 
" hare a Seat in l3ie tiext House of Con- 
** mons. Nor, indeed, do I wish it. But, 
" be that as it may, 1 will Buppwt the Pro- 
" position of Mr. Dundas, because the mott 
*' fetal Cttiseqnenoee to public Credit nust 
** ensne, if the Land Tax does not ^>eedily 
^ P^s." Lord N<Hih answered both Kex^ 
yoa and Lord Mulgranv with his accus- 
tomed Saavity, Wit, «id Powers of A^fu- 
mentr bvt Pox holding &8t the Supre- 
macy which be possessed over iLe House, 
refosed to permit the Assembly to m^ 
2s2 
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on the following Day. Nor did Dundas 
veoture on a Division, well knowing how 
decided a Superiority of Numbers the Cott- 
lition could command within those Watls. 
An AdjouromeDt then took Place. 

[20th and Slst December.] Meanwhile the 
Sovereign proceeded to constitute a new 
Administration ; but, even after Lord Tem- 
pleV Resignation, when the Cabinet was at 
length cbmpleated, Pitt might be said to 
constitute its whole Strength in one House,' 
as Lord Thurlow equally sustained the 
Weight of Government in the other Assem* 
bly. The great Seal was entrusted to the 
latter, for the fourth Time under the Reign 
of George the Third. Lord Gower, made 
President of the Council, and the Duke of 
Rutland, who was appointed Privy Seal, 
brought indeed collectively a considerable 
Acceiision of Parliamentary Interest and 
Connexions; but, could boast only a very 
scanty Addition of Eloquence, or of Talents'. 
The new Secretaries of State, Lord Sydney^ 
and the Marquis, of Carmarthen, even if 
their Abilities had been of the most brilliant 
Description ; — an Assertion which assuredly 
could not be made coosistently with Truth ; 



.y Google 



1783.] MKUOIRS. 013 

— jet were both Members of tbe House of 
Feers: a Disadvantage only to be surniouat* 
ed by Pitt's taking oa bimself, the whole 
Weight of Business in the House of Coio- 
mons, and thus uaitiog in some Measure in 
his own Person, the Defence of every Do- 
partmeut. Lord Howe, restored to the 
Head of the Admiralty, was re-admitted 
into the Cabinet ; and tlie Dnke of Ricb- 
mond returned to the Ordnance: but no 
Mention was ever made of Lord Sbelburne^ 
for any Place in the Administration. He 
seemed to be completely extinct io the pub- 
lic Recollection, 

Sir Geoi^ Howard obtained the Com- 
mand of the Forces ; but, neither he, nor 
the Duke of Richmond, were taken into the 
Cabinet. The new Commander-in-Chief, a 
Man of almost gigantic Stature and Propor- 
tions, who had long been decorated with the 
Order of the Batk^ was universally esteemed; 
himself highly bred, an accomplished Cour^ 
tier, and a gallant Soldier: but, like Sir 
John Irwine, of whom I have had Occasion 
to speak, he owed his military Elevation and 
Employments, more perhaps to royal Favor^ 
than to any distinguished Talents, or profes' 
Monal Services. He was one of the Repre* 
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« 
ftentatives for the Town of Stamford. His 
l^itimate Descent from, or Alliance by Con- 
stmgaiuity wiA'the Dukes of Norfolk, not- 
wftfastanding the apparent Evidence of his 
Name, vbs, I believe, not established on 
incentestf^Ie Grounds. He attained, as did 
General Conway, not many Y^rs afler- 
nrards, to the Rank of Field Marshal ; A 
Dignity of which the British Service had an- 
tecedently famished only a few Examples. 
For the Embassy to Paris, the Dnke of Dor- 
set was selected by PiU. As he honoured 
me with his Friendship down to the Close 
of his Life, or rather till he survived lumse)^ 
it may be naturally expected that I should 
say a few Words respecting him. He was 
the Sob of Lord John Sackville, eWer Bro- , 
tber of Lord George ; and succeeded colla- 
temlly -to the Title, en the Demise of his 
Uncle, Charles, second Dufce of Dorset, 
mentioned so frequently in ^ Dt»dington's 
©iary," as the Earl of Middlesex. The 
Duke, when named Embassador to Ver- 
sailles, had nearly attained his fortieth Year. 
flis Person, if not handsome, was -highly 
egreealile; his Features, pleasing; the Ex- 
pression of his Countenance, noble, and in- 
leresting; bis Manners soft, quiet, ingra- 
^tin^, and formed for a Court; destitute 
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pi all 4V(%<4«^<9?> '»»'. w' d«^pi?»t ra Pk- 
flity. Pe 4^pla;e)( ic^s?"). OsHhw stifflilg 

J«)» .9f thf W.wM, h^d ti^T^pd oyfr ^ 
llia,4^^r^p jP^rt Qf %rppe, f>n^ |i^ i^(- 

iPsJpnlste) ^r such a JliSBiop. fl« li»4 
jtafised nuck Twe in Italy, )«l>ew be ip- 
iifced a strwg P^ssipn ^r all U(e.)?ip? Atjf^ 
S«d,? Plif!4ils<!(i<»l *)r ^ef «f T-'lf*'? »4 
.Artiste ;— ,» Twfc! ubicji l>e ii>^ttlg«l eyep 
)M!y<8i4 lji« |Lii»it« (rf hie Fortpue, and if 
Abe £!r<>*ifefati<p pf irbicb, be mapifestefl tha|t 
4»e inherits f«)Die pf the .ftwUiiijB of ,bi 
^Iffrrnted Anssstw. Pbarles, ^4 vf jjpf- 
Jist. B.Bt, the ije(ij9cnty (rf bie ^steto, wbe|i 
(ODntrsrtffi jti* bi« Mgb Paok, JBipo«e4 
liimtf OB Ihf Jjiterqiitjr of bis PitgqfOr 
^n. CwMiftepsd as JloibaMiijiyOf tp Enuieft 
jtboMgb be .eo.vbl B«t f uati^ia a ComparifOH 
/or iliploiiiatlic /ibility, or Strengtb of Intel- 
leet, yith tbe ^rJ of Stair, or witb the firat 
Svmx Vi»lj>ole, Srotber of Sir Robert, whp 
bltd >i^ew«t<><i tbe Eeclisb Sovereign, at 
the Courts of Lonis .the fourteenth and Fif 
teentb; be niigbt at least be regarded as 
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eqaal in Taleots, to any of the Noblemed 
■wlio bad filled that Office during the last 
Years of George the Second, or under the 
Reign of George the Third ; if we except, 
as we must do, Lord Stormont. To Marie 
Antoinette, the French Queen, the Duke of 
Dorset rendered himself highly acceptable, 
possessed her Esteem, and enjoyed some De- 
gree of her personal Favor;— ^Circumstanceii 
by no Means unessential to a Man placed ui 
his public Situation, as that Princess per- 
formed a much more important Part in -the 
Cabinet and Councils of Louis the Sixteenth, 
than did the two Queens, her immediate 
Predecessors. Maria Theresa, Daughter of 
Philip the Fourth, King of Spain, who es- 
poused Louis' the Fourteenth; and Maria 
Xieciinska, Consort of his Successor, pos- 
sessed throughout tiieir Whole Lives, no 
Shadow of political Power or Interest 
Marie Antoinette's Protection, aided by bis 
Connexion with the Polignacs, had sufficed 
to procure for the Count d'Adhemar, at the 
Conclusion of Peace, the Embassy to the 
Court of England : but he was Jar inferior in 
every Accomplishment of Mind and of Man- 
ners, to the Duke of Dorset, 
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Mr. Ardea became Solicitor General. Na- 
ture has seldom cast a human Being in a less 
«l^ant or pleafiing' Mould. Even Dunmi^'s 
Foson would hare gained by a Comparieon 
vith Arden's Figure and Countenance. Nor 
were his l^;al Talents more conspicuous in 
Uie general £stimation of the Bar. But, bis 
early Acquaintance with Pitt, which Time 
had matured into Friendship, covered or 
concealed every jurisprudential Deficiency. 
That powo^l Protection, in Defiance of 
Xord Thurlow's avowed Dislike, or rather. 
Antipathy, condncted the new Solicitor Ge- 
neral rapidly to the Honors and Dignities of 
the Law ; finally pladng him, where almost 
all those Individuals patronized by the Mi* 
nister, found their ultimate Repose, in the 
House of Peers. He possessed no mean 
Talents for Debate, and displayed not oii\j 
Ardour, but. Ability in the Defence of his 
Friends. When Fox, at this very Time pro- 
posed that a Resolution should be adopted^ 
declaring any Minister criminal who should 
advise His Majesty to dissolve the Parlia- 
moit, Arden instantly stood up to r^ro- 
t)ate such Doctrine. " What Impediment," 
«xctaimed be, *' can be opposed to the just 
'' Prerogative of the Crown? A Resolution 
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" of this Hoase? He mwt be ind^ 4 fmkt 
" Minister, unfit to goieni thie great Conor 
" try, vbo can be deterr«d from lidTyqc » 
" DiutohitioD, by any Tenor of ettck it N%- 
*' ture. Is tUs House of CooamiiBS t9 juflgff 
" spon a Qaestioii of tkcuromi OoDtioMWMv 
" or AoniUlatioD ? That Measure is ^t t9 
*' be tried before such Judgts. It j^iU b» 
*' detmrnned by amot&tr Hoiise wiiim tb^i^ 
''Walls;' fluid T^&fjr nuty posnbly a(iplsud» 
f instead of censaring or oondfinningr ^kfi 
■" ResolutioD. I admit that it is ao li|^t 
" Matter to adnse such a JStsp : but, th^ 
'" Individoals who are to be annihilftM l>y 
" its Operation, are ,of alt others the leiat 
" proper to decide respecting it," Fox jr^ 
plied, that " he mnsi he a ^oli Minister ut 
^* deed, who dionld dare to despise thp 
** Voice of the ,Peo|;4e." But, Ard^ jrow > 
«ecbnd Time, aud Mhile h« adraitt^d l^t 
^ve People merited ewry AttentioB, whcD 
.tiieir OpinioB was solemnly or clearly prQ- 
aooBoed, namtained , . ami distinctly repeated 
his originfd i>eolaratiQQ. It must Jikevise 
be allowed, tbKt no Man in Parliament; had 
ig^en a more pentiDacious wad unrenaittHig 
OppoMtion to Fox's £ast India Bill, thaji 
Arden. The bttt Blow aimed at it, befon H 
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pa«fied Ae lower Houae, caj»« fr<na bw 
laps. For, J reooUect, tbfU after tbat^ol^ 
juudoan Measam bad been carried, oa the 
■third Reo/drng, by a Mfjority <tf maie ttiav 
.tino toooe; die SoUciUir Geneml, Man«field, 
bttring liseii to iMove for Leave to bring Vf n 
iClauje, dacTaring it to be a PuUic JSiU.; 
Arden eKt^aimed, that " be bad no Ob- 
-" iectum: faut, that be vai aot surprised at ' 
" Us havug escaped bis teaniBd Frieedb 
-** Meaawf, a> every other Person considered 
"ike Bill to beji Private Jobr With that 
-Stigma impresaed on the Meafinre, Fox, 
iregaridleBB«f the Sarcafim, bare it in TjRiiunfiA 
itQ the iBar of Hke Lords. 

Tlie Kiog's Table, coTered with fiadges 
>«f Office, fieals, Wands, and Gold Stsckm 
^ofasdly piren jin by the Adherents e£ ,lhe 
-dismssed Ministers, f)resflntied an extixKvdi- 
-nary Spectacle. Aiaong Uie fonsmost U> 
4eeixfy bis ministerial Fidelity, the HonoraUfS 
iCbarles Oceville, nextfirotbta: t« tbeJSariaf 
Warwick, rerrigned bis Otfficeof Xr^anrer qf 
the Honsehold. Possessing, like bis Uncle, 
Sir William Hamilton, an el^;ant Miad, end 
a Taste-for many Branches of tiie fine Arts, 
which Pursuit bad carried him into ^kpta- 
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•ces beyond the Bounds of severe Prudence; 
his ResignatioD of such an Employment 
could not therefore be to him ip any Sense; 
a Matter of Indifference. I iiave heard Mr. 
Greville, whom I very particularly knew^ 
often say, that the King most kindly expos- 
tulated with him, when he entered the Closet 
to lay down hit4 Place, and urged him by no 
Means to commit an Act so unnecessary ; 
the Treasurership of the Household bdng, 
not a ministerial, but, a persoual Situation in 
the Family of the Sovereign. I oug^ht like- 
wise to add that Fox. who well knew Mr. 
Greville's private Embarrassments, had, with 
a Liberality of Mind truly noble, exhorted 
him to retain his Post ; absolving him at 
ithe same Time from all Considerations of 
a political Kind. But, his Feelmgs of 
Honor were too delicate, to permit of hi« 
following either the Suggestions of Conve- 
nience, the Exhortations of Fox, or the Ex- 
postulations of his Sovereign. He retired 
for several Years from Court, and from 
'public Life, into comparative Obscurity. 

Lord Hiochiugbrook, less scrupulous, and 
perhaps with better Sense, instead of quitting 
his Office of Master of the Buck Hounds; 
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though bis Father, the Earl of Sandwich* 
followed the Fortunes of the Coalition; 
wisely abandooed that obnoxious Party, and 
declined to gire in his Resignation. Sir 
George Yonge went back to his Office of 
Secretary at War, which he had held under 
Itord Shelburne's Administration'; a Post 
that seemed to he hereditary in his Family ; 
fats Father, Sir William Tonge, having occu- 
pied it with much Distinction, under the 
Reign of George the Second. Sir William^ 
who performed no inconsiderable Part in the 
political Annals of that Period, was equally 
distinguished likewise in another Line, 
among the Men of Wit, Pleasure, and 
Gallantry. Lady Vane makes honorable 
Mention of bim, in those Memoirs of her 
Life, which Smollet has inserted in the third 
Volume of bis " Peregrine Pickle." Ihave 
heard Lord Sackville say, who remembered 
Sir William Yonge, that, when Secretary at 
War, having waited officially on John, Dnke 
ofAi^le, then Commander-in-Chief of the 
Forces, in Order to make his Report on a 
.Matter of Business ; the Duke kept him 
standing, while he himself remained s«tted 
for a considerable Time. Their ministerial 
Conference being ended, he immediately re* 
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f ii<»t«d Sir William to take a Chur. " No, 
*' Sir," replied he, " if the Secretary at Wai 
" ia not worthy to sit doira id the Presence 
" of the Commaoder-m-Chief ; it woald be 
" alfa^;ether unbecoming Sir WiUiam Yoi^;er 
" to be seated to Con^ny with the Duke 
"ofAi^le." So saying, h« abruptly quitted 
fbe Room. Sir George Yooge, with whom 
I was much acquainted, did not want 
Talents, and he maintained his Place in ft 
Debate, though he possessed no Pretension 
to Eloquence : but, in iHtftianHmtary Capa- 
city, {always considered him as inferior to 
his Father. 

[i2d— 241h December.] Meanwhile Fox, 
■*ho remained completely Master of the 
House of CommoDB, where Mr. Pitt could 
not even appear dnring the Tine necessary 
fbr his R&^lection ; might be said to sway 
tritfa absolute Power, the Ddiberations of 
fliat Asi^embly. His fir^ Cares were directed 
to prevent afber a Pronation, or a Disao- 
hitioD of Parliament, by adopting Resolu- 
tions calculated to render each of those Pro- 
ceedings, difficult and dangerous to Minis- 
ters. Having consented to pass the Land 
Tk^ Bill, for which Act (tf Compliance with 



.y Google 



irSi-i kEltOIRS. «^ 

^tibirc NeuessH^, hfe assntbed Ito ohliti&ry 
Metit, as a Proof of bis Superibrtty to att 
intenested of lections View«, he made a Jull 
Display of his OmoipoteDce within diose 
Walis. Nor cooW all the Assurances ^¥ea. 
hj Mr. Dundas from the IVeasnry Bench, 
though confirmed by Mr. Bankes, ibe Friend 
Aod Representative of the new First Minis- 
ter ; declaring by his express Autiierity, ^t 
iie Wou^d neither advise snch an Act of Pre- 
Togative. nor would continue in Offlee, if the 
Crown had Recourse to it ; prevail on Fox 
to allow of an Adjonmnient f6r tlia Christmas 
Recess, till be li&d voted, without ezperi- 
eacidg any Impedldi^nt, an Address to the 
Throne, oif the ibo«t criminating Nature^ 
which was ordered to be pr^^aented by the 
whole House. Aflfectii^to conuder Pitt as 
a mere Creatine of secret Influence, the 
Child of the back Stairs. Fox treated 
Bankes's reiterated Protestations in the 
Name of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
with the most insnitiDg emd contemptuous 
Levity or IMiu-egard. " As &r as that Gen- 
" tiemah's private Character is concerned," 
said Fox, " I woiild readil; take his Word ; 
" but, to spe^k plainly, if X was, n>y8elf, in 
** the Situation Which be now fills, knowii^ 
'** as ntuch as I do of the- Power of seciiet 
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" Influence, I would not a;^ any Man to 
" take my Word. Because, at the very 
" Moment when I might be engaged in de- 
" clarii^ that Parliament would not be dis- 
"-solved, that very Measure might be deter- 
** mined on, in Consequraice of secret Ad- 
,." vice. — It is the Duty of the Honse to banish 
" that pernicious and baneful Agent, secret 
" Influence, forever from about the Throne." 
Bankes still pressing the Poiut, and repeat- 
tug» that " if any Idea of proroguing or dis^ 
" solving Parliament should be eutertained 
" aMfwhere, Mr. Pitt would instantly res^ ;"' 
Fox replied, " I have no Doubt that be 
" might act spiritedly on the Occasion : but, 
" what Compensation could bjs Resignation 
" produce to the Public, for the Evils which 
" must result from a Dissolution? — There is 
" not a Moment to be lost ! and J hope that 
" if any Adjournment at all takes Place, it 
" will only be for a Sevf Days." 

On receiving the King's Answer, which, 
titough gracious and conciliating in its Ex- 
pressions, did not breathe the less Deter- 
Jbinatlou ; after passing upon it the most 
setere Comments, as a Mixture of Duplicity 
and Ambiguity, Fox then permitted of an 
Adjournment for the short Period of Six- 
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te^ Days ; an Intefral indispeDsably re- 
quisite to complete the minieterial Arrange- 
meotfi. The ResigQation or Dismission of 
the new Administration, was however con- 
fidentiy anticipated by the Party, and an- 
nounced by Fox himself in one of his 
Speeches ; — I think, on the 24th of Decem- 
bei- ; — when he ventured to predict, tiiaf its 
Duration could not possibly exceed a few 
Weeksi " The State of this Country," ex- 
claimed he, " will not admit of a long Re- 
" cess : — for, as the present Ministers camiot 
" stand long ; aud indeed, to talk of the Per- 
*' manency of such an Administration, would 
" only be laughing at and insulting th^m ; 
**;^it will become necessary to move for aoo- 
" ther Set of Writs, 'after the Holydays, in 
" the Room of those Gentlemen who must 
" vacate their Seats, on the Formation of a 
** new Governmait. In Order therefore to 
*' prevHit the Calamities that menace the 
" Constitution, I would propose the shcn-test 
'• Recess possible."—" Tt may be ai^ed, that 
"knowing, as I do, the Ministry cannot last^ 
" I manifest an Impatience to be restored to 
'^ Office. I do not know that 1 shall form 
'! one of the next Administration ; but I con- 
" fess, I am impatient that the Sense of the 
VOL. III. 3 s 
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" House may be speedily takoi oa the pre^ 
" s^it Mitusters." So coofidoit was he, in* 
deed, or at least he pretended to be, of Pitt's, 
ipevitable Dismission, that he mentioned ina 
subsequent Part of his Speech, the Youth of 
the ChaQcellor of the Exchequer, and the 
Weakness incident to his early Period of Life, 
as the only possible Excuse for his Temerity 
in accepting Office. How far Fox thorongbly 
believed his own Predictions of bis Rival's 
imminent Fall, may perhaps be questioned; 
but, the most experioiced Members among 
them, with Welbore £llis at thejr Head, 
joined ostensibly in this Opinion; which, it' 
must be confessed, was built up(m all the 
]^recedeat8 known since tlie Elevation of the 
flonse of Hanover tfi the Throne, 

Lord North, who had been absent, from 
the Effect of Indisposition, during a great' 
Part of the Debates, while the East India- 
Bill was in its Progress through the House 
of Conun<Hi3; made ample CompoisatioA' 
for his sliort and iovolmitary Retreat, by 
bis Presence and Exertioas after the Dis- 
mission of Ministers. During the I^umber 
of Years that I sat with him in Parliament, 
X never witnessed a more brilUfUit inhibition- 
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of his intellectual Poweiis, than on the 2id 
of December, when Erskine mored for an 
Address to the Throne, deprecating a Dis- 
solution. Indeed^ from the Instant he ros^ 
till he concluded, almost ereiy Sentence 
teemed with the keenest Wit, or with the 
most severe, yet delicate Satire. In the 
Commencement of his Speech^ Lord North 
justified by cogent Ai^amentjs« bis Union 
with Fox, as hariog been dictated by State 
Necessity and public UtiKty ; eiilt^zing in 
animated LangnagCf the Virtues> uu less 
than the Abilities, of his late Colleague, 
whom he wished in fuUire always to be de^ 
signated as his "Right Honorable Friend." 
*' Our political Connexion," continued he, 
" was founded on Principles of mutual Ho- 
*' noar. The great Points of Policy on which 
" we had differed, being no more, we 
" thought . that without Inconsistency we 
" might cordially act together. The Expe- 
" riment has succeeded. No little Jealousies 
" have disturbed our Union. ■ All has been 
" good Faith on one Part, and Confidepceon 
*' the other. No unworthy Concessions were 
•• made by eitiier Side. I appeal to my Right 
** Honorable Friend, if I ever renounced or 
" sacrificed any Opinion resting oa Principle, 
2s2 
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" uateos iniienthe Propriety of such AeDua- 
^ ciatioii became, af^jareat froia Reason and 
^' Aigntnent Qn the other Haod I muat 
" fleclare in Justice to him, that he aeiei 
" abandoned any' Principle which, he main* 
" tained when m Oj^kosition to iny Govern- 
" ment.''-^'" We are chai^^ with having 
" seized on tbe Reins of Power. This, I 
*' confess, is a Charge whu:fa 1 do not under- 
" stand (— for, the Country waited full six 
" Weeks, without havii^ any Administra- 
^' tion. Brery Eflbrt was-TEiiiUy exerted to 
f * form a Cabinet, and when all Meansiailed, 
f the Mhiisters quitted tfaor Offices. Tlie 
"Cabinet renainedemfrty; so that if. we 
f jeiztdon it^ we could only have so done, 
"by marchii^ in, after the Garrison bad 
^' fled; who, while. evacuating the Fortress, 
"exclaimed, 'What a cursed CoaUtttm is 
** this, whichw expels Us from our Sitna- 
** tions !'— If, hawei;er, we did get Possession 
** of Power, we at least carried it by Storm, 
" bravely, in the Face of the Enemy, not 
" by Sap. We made our Advances above 
"Ground, in View of the Foe. Not by 
<K miningitt- the dark, and blowing up the 
** Fort, before the Garrison knew that any 
f^ Attack was meditated." 
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Tlie logenufcty, Pleaftautry, and Force of 
this eloqiient J>dence, can hardly beiex- 
ceeded. Tben, alter seVterelyarrdi^iiig the 
'Mode of Pitt's Aifoabsion into the Cabinet, 
Vhtdi he stigmatized as surr^itiouB and un- 
eonstiintifhi^l ; hk direi^d with ibconceiT- 
afale Hulnour into the Path bf Ridicule, so 
analf^ouB to his Formation of Mind. Alld- 
ding to the Wish expressed more than once 
b; Mr. Martin, (borrbv^ed iirom Hotspar's 
iDTOcalioD in Shakspeare,) that a Starliog 
should be perched cm the. Speaker's Chair, 
'who might incessantly repeat the Words, 
" Cursed CoaHtionr be obserred, that so 
longasan Honorable Member of that Hoos^ 
" conti»oed to pronomice those Sftnnds, as 
" tf by Rote, and -idldiout any fiiced Idea, l«t 
" Vhitt woilld be the Sabject of Debate; he 
" coBociTed the. Starling to be Unnecessary, 
" inasmuch as the Grendeman would make 
" jast as great an Impression as the Bird, 
" on his Hearers.** Having convulsed the 
House With'Liiughtw, by this severe, but, 
ludicrous Remark, he compared, or rather he 
. contrasted, the Conduct of the two Men, who 
were shut up in the £ddystone Lighthouse, 
during six Wedis, witK the opp<Aite Line 
of Action «Dbraced by Fox and himself, 
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'' Those Men," said he, - " from reciprocal 
f* Enmity, preferred luting the Fire go oat» 
f' and beholding the Nary of England 
^* dashed to Pieces, rather than lend each 
!' other any Assistance. But, we, animated 
" by other and more enlarged Sentiments, 
"considered the Preserration of the Vessel 
'.* of State, our primary Duty ; and, we 
^* agreed, that at all Events, the Fire in 
^' the Lighthouse should not be eztin- 
'.' guished." An Allusion so ingenious, as 
well as felicitous, almost electrified his Au- 
dioice ; and if Wit could have supported or 
restored the CoaUtion, it must, when fitlling 
from his Ia^, have overborne every Im- 
pedim^it But, the moral Impression made 
on the public Mind, to their Disadvantage, 
daily acquiring Strength, fioallycompleated 
their Down&l, though the Catastrophe was 
protracted for more than three Months, by 
various Circumstances. 

, [26th— 31st December.] If the Straggle 
for Power had lain only between Pitt and 
Fox, the former of whom, whatever might 
be the Extent of his Talents, was unable to 
command a Mf^or ty upon any Qnestion that 
arose in the Houst. ->f Commons, while the 
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latter carried CTery Motion; the Contest 
wouH, no doubt, have been soon decided. 
Or, had the Dispute been, as under Charles 
the First, between the Sovereign, claiming 
to exercise Prerogatives antiquated and op- 
pressive, on the one Hand ; and the repre- 
sentative Body on the other, propelled and 
sustained by the People, as their Oi^ans- 
and Protectors against arbitrary Violence; 
—the Termination might have been fore- 
seen withoat much Penetration. But, Fox, 
though he was become by hisUnion with 
hotd North, Master of the Deliberations of 
the lower House, had sacrificed to that very 
Union, in a considerable De^^ee, the good 
Opinion of the Country; and the Bemains 
of his former Popularity which survived his 
Coalition with Lord North, had since been 
shipwrecked in the India Bill. He had 
therefore imprudently, though as it would 
nevertheless seem, reflectively, engaged in 
a Conflict, where the Crown and the Nation 
both combined against him. Witboet the 
Aid of the People, the Sovereign would^ 
indeed, have been powerless. As little could 
the House of Peers, unsupported by the 
pnblic Voice, have checked bis Career. If 
was their Union which became irresisti- 
U«. Fox, who, whatever his Admirers at»f 
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assert, possessed more Genius, Eloquence^ 
and Talent, than Prudence or Judgment; 
does not appear to have deeply we%he4 
and appreciated these Facts, before he enter- 
led the Lists. Unfortunately for him too, the 
Champion wanted by the Crown, and who 
seemed to .be expressly made for the Con- 
junctu^t presented himself ia Pitt. His 
Name, rendered illustrious by his Fatber's 
public Services ; the Decorum of his Man- 
ners, so opposed to those of Fox ; even hi^ 
very. Youth, which should have operated 
against him, appeared to recommend him to 
national Favor. The King availed himself 
of these Aids, to overwhelm the Coalition 
under the Ruins of the Fortress which they 
had so nearly constructed, and fopdly deemed 
inassailable. Only Time was still wanting, 
in Order to enlighten, to awaken, and to 
animate the People at targe ; who not being 
^ yet fully informed upon all tlK Points <tf 
Fox's Sill, required to be roused into Ex- 
ertion, before the last Address should be 
made to them as Electors. 

. I well remember, not more than a Fort- 
night subsequent to the Period of which 
I am qow speaking. Governor Johnstone 
rismg in the House ; — I believe, it happened 
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on the first Day Of their Meeting alter the 
RecesB, the 12tfa of January ; — insisted with 
great Force of Reasoning, on this Point. 
I knew Johnstone Well, consulted, and in- 
deed acted in some Degree of Concert with 
him, throughout the whole' Progress of the 
East India Bill. He was not less attached 
to Lord Northi than myself; hut, that amia^ 
ble Nc^leman, as well as most accomplished 
Statesman, no longer held the Reins. Snf 
rendering^ all his own Volitions, he seemed 
to adopt those of his more active, as well 
as ambifioQs Colleague :— for, assuredly, 
Lord North, if he had not heen asso- 
ciated with' Fox and Barke, would never, 
from the Suggestions of his own Judgment, 
iyr Inclination, or Opinion, have originated 
so strong and unconstitutional a Measure. 
He was carried along by the Torrent, and 
finally swept away in its Course. Johnstone, 
addressing the House of Commons, expati- 
ated on the Rapacity, and other Features of 
Fox's Sill. " It becomes," said he, " more 
" detested fi^m Day to Day, by the wisest 
" and most impartial Men throughout the 
*' Nation, as the confiscating Principle on 
** which it is fonnded, and the Artifice with 
" which it has been carried on so far towards 
" its Completion, are more known and un- 
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** dOTsfood by all RanlcB. The Rejection 
"of so dangeroaa an Experimoit on the 
" British CoDstitutioD, ib r^arded by every 
" thjaking lodiTidual, as one of the greatest 
" Triumphs over inordinate Ambition, re- 
" corded in onr Annals. I do not assert 
" that these Sentiments have as yet pervaded 
" Me lotoir Order* ijfSoci^, The Daogen 
*' arising irom political or legislative lostitu* 
" tions, vhen railed by the Arts and £lo* 
*' quence of snperior Statesmai, or of ac- 
" complished Orators, are not immediately 
" ohrious to the wisest Capacity, and make 
" their Way slowly to vulgar Comprehend 
" sion. Thank God, they are obviated for 
" the [veseDt Moment I But, whe&o* there 
" exist Sense and Virtue sufficient in the 
" Country, to protect us from the Machina^ 
" tions still carried on against the puhtic 
*' Freedom ; — forms the great Cause of that 
" Struggle, on which we are assembled to 
" decide within these Walls." 

Pitt, with a Judgment beyond his YearSy 
instead of pronaturely dissolving the House 
of Commons, as a Man of meaner Talents, 
or of less Resource, would have done; un- 
dertook the £xpermient of endeavouring 
first to conciliate, or to convince, the Mtyo- 
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ri^; fhas allowing the popular Sentiment 
full Leisure to expand, and finally to oveiv 
power all Resistance : while he reserved for 
the proper Moment, whenever it should be 
thoroughly matured, his final Appeal to 
the Country, by a Dissolution. Such was 
the real State of Afiairs in the last Days 
of December, 1783, at the Time when Pitt, 
contrary to eAl Precedent, and under appa- 
rent Difficulties the most insurmountably 
ventured to accept the Reins of Govern- 
meat 

It forms an Object of the most natural and 
rational Curiosity, minutely to survey him at 
this critical Period of hts Life. He vras not 
tiien much more than Twenty-four Years and 
a Half old, and consequently had not attained 
the Age, at which many Individuals, under 
the testamentary Dispositions of their Pa- 
rents, are still l^ally considered to be in 
a State of Tutelage or Minority. In the 
Formation of his Person' he vras tall and 
slender, but, without Elegance or Grace. 
His Countenance, taken as a M-hole, did 
not display either the fine Expression of 
Character, or the Intellect of Fox's Face, ou 
every Feature of which, his Mind was more 
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or less forcibly depictured. It was mot till 
PiU's £ye lent AnimatioD to his othef Fea- 
tures, which were in themseives tame, that 
tUey lighted up, and became stroi^ly iatetli- 
gent. Fox, ev^i when quiescent, cbuld not 
be mistaken for ati ordinary Man. Id his 
Manners, Pitt, if not reputsire, was cold, 
stiff, apd without Suavity or AineDity. He 
seemed never to invite Approach, or to en- 
courage Acquaintance ; though, when ad- 
dressed, be Qonld be polite, communicative, 
and occasionally gracious. Smiles were not 
natural to him, even when seated on the 
Treasury Bench; where, placed at the Sum- 
mit of Pow», young, surrounded by Fol- 
lowers, Admirers, and Flatterers, he main- 
tained a more sullen Gravity than bm 
Antagonist exhibited, who beheld around 
hilp only tite Companions of his political 
Exile, Poverty, and Privations. From tbe 
Instamt that Pitt entered the Door-way of 
the House of Commims, he advanced up the 
Floor with a quick and firm Step, his Head 
erwt and thrown back, looking neither to 
the right nor to tbe left; nor tavouring 
with a Nod or a Glance, any of the Individu- 
als seated <m either Side, amoug whom, 
many who possessed five Thousand Pounds 
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a Year, would bare been gratified even by 
so slight a Mark of AtteDtion. It was not 
thus that Lord North or Fox treated Parlia- 
meat ; nor from Them, wonld Parliameot 
hare so patiently endured it: bat, Pittseem* 
ed made to- guide and to command, even 
more than to persuade or to convince, the 
Assembly that he addresaedt- 

In the Flower of Youth when he was 
placed at the Head of AdminislaratioB, be 
manifeated none of the : okaracteratic Vir- 
tues or Defi»;ta usually .accompanying that 
Period of Life. Chazles the Twelfth. King 
of Sweden, could not have exhibited more 
Coldness, Indifiet^aice. or Apathy towards 
Women; a Point of his Character, oh which 
hia Enemies dwelt with mal^imt, though 
impotent, Satisfaction : while his Friends la^ 
houred witii equal Pertinacity to r^>e) the 
ImputattpQ. To him the Opposition applied; 
as had been done to \as Father, the Descrip- 
tion given of a Roman Youth : 

" MultetuKt, feoitqae Purr; sodant et-aUt; 
" Abatinuit Veoere."— 

lo Order to justify him from such a sup- 
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posed Bfank in hii» Formation, his ^dhe* 
rents whispered, that he was no more chaste 
than other Men, though more decorous in 
his Pleasures; and they aaserted, that he 
nade frequent Visits to a Female of ilistin- 
fnished Charms, who resided on the other 
Side of Westminster Bridge : but I new 
could learn from any of them, her Name or 
Abode. Pitt's apparent Insensibility towards 
the other Sex^ and his Chastity, formed 
indeed, <me of the Subjects on which the 
Minority exhausted their Wit, or rather, their 
Malevolence ; as if it had been necesaary 
that the First Minister of George the Third, 
should be, like the Chancellor of Charles 
the Second^ '* the greatest LibertiBe in his 
•' Dominions." I recollect, soon after Pitt 
became confinned in Power, his detaining 
the House of Commons from the Business of 
the Day, dwiog a short Time, while he 
wait up to the House of Lords; and as 
Mrs. Siddons was to perform the Part of 
" Belvidera" that ETening, when Fox never 
failed, if possible, to attend, seated among 
the Musicians, in the Orchestra at Drnry 
Lane, the Opposition impatiently expected 
Pitt's Return, in Order to propose an Ad- 
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jonnuueDt. As soon as the Door opened, 
and he made his Appearance, one of them, a 
Man of a classic Mind, exclaimed, 

" Jam redit et Virgo !" 

If, however, the Minister viewed Women 
with Indifference, he was no Enemy to 
Wine, nor to the social Conviviality of the 
Table. His Constitution, in which a latent' 
and hereditary Gout early displayed itself; 
which Disorder, heightened by political Dis-' 
tress, domestic and fore%n, carried him off 
at Forty-seveu; always demanded the Aid 
and Stimulus of the Grape. It was not 
therefore in him, so much a Gratification or 
an Indulgence, as a physical Want, though 
he unquestionably yielded to its Seductions, 
without making any great Effort at Resist- 
ance; resembling in this Respect, a distin- 
guished Consular Character of Antiquity^' 
' relative to whose Virtue Horace says. 

** Namttir «t Prisci Catonu, 
" Sape Hero caluisK Virtof.** 

la the Autumn of 1784, he had indeed, 
nearly &Uen a Victim to one of those festive 
Meetings, at which no severe Renunciations 
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were enjoined by the Host, or practised by 
the Quests. Retnraing, by Way of Frolic, 
very late at Night, on Horseback to Wim- 
bledon, from Addiscombe, the Seat of A&. 
JenkinsOD, near Croydoo, where the Party 
had dined ; Lord Tburlow, who was then 
Chancellor, Pitt, and Dundas, found the 
Turnpike Gate situate between Tooting and 
Streatham, thrown open. Being elevated 
above their usual Prudence, and having no 
Servant near them, they passed through the 
Gate at a brisk Pace, without stopping to 
pay the Toll; regardless of the Remoostran- 
ces or Threats of the Keeper of the Turn- 
pike, who running after them, and believing 
them to belong to some Highwaymen, who 
had recently committed Depredations on 
that Road, dischai^ed the Contents of his 
Blunderbuss at their ^cks. Happily he 
did no injury. To this curious and narrow 
Escape of the first Minister, which furnished 
Matter of Pleasantry, though perhaps not 
of rejoicing, to the Opposition, Allusion is 
thus made in the " Rolliad :" 

" How u be waodcred darkling o'er the Piain. 
" His Resion drown'd in Jenkinson'a Cbampeign, 
" A Rustic's Hand, but righteous Fate wilbstood, 
" Had ihed a Premier's, for a Robber's Blood. 
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Probably, no Uea in h^ Office, since 
Charles the Second's Time,, drank harder 
than Pitf s CompanioDB ; as, in Addition to 
Ae Individu^s already named, we shoold 
not omit the Doke of |lutland and Lord 
Gower, nether, of whom professed or prac- 
tised MortJfic[^tion. Oi^ce, and once only, 
the House of Commons witnessed a Devi^ 
ation from . strict Sobriety in the first Minis- 
ter and the Treasurer of the Navy; who 
lia?i^ cooo^ down after a Kepast, not of a 
PyUiagorean Description, found themselves 
unable to m^age the Debate, or to reply 
to the Ai^uments of the Minority, with thdr 
aocustomed Ability. No illiberal Notice or 
Advantage waq howev^ taken of this soli- 
tary Act of Indiscretion. The House broke 
up, and it sunk into Oblivioti. Fox never 
sttl^ected himself, either in, or pat of Office, 
to similar Comments. He was always fresh; 
but, the Treasury Bench, under the Co- 
(Uitiott Ministry, had not wanted some noble 
Advooates of the Honse of Hpw.ard, for the 
quick Circulation of the Bottle. 

Pitt, at bis coming into Office was soon 
surrounded by a chosen Phalanx of, young . 
Men, who participated in lus Triumph, prea- 

VOL. 111. 2 T 
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Bed nc^r him on a Day of expected Debate, 
and constituted the Resource of his teifnire 
Hours. Powis, when descrihing about this ' 
Time, " the Forces led by the Right Hoaor 
" able Gentlemaa on the Treasury Bench," 
id his Speech of the 9th of March, 1784, 
only a few Days previoas to the Dissoluti<Hi 
of Parliament; said, "The irst may be 
" called bis Body Guard, composed of 
" light young Troops, who ^oot their little 
" Arrows with amazing Dexterity, agamst 
" those who refuse to swear AUegiance to 
" their Chief." High Birth, personal Devo- 
tion, and political Connexion, more than 
Talents, formed the ordinary Fonndattoo 
of the Minister's Partiality for those distio- 
l^isbed Individuals; most of whom, with 
only one Exception, we have since aeea 
elevated to the Peerage, or loaded with Pre- 
iferments and sinecure Appointments. la 
general, the Duke de Montausier's Obser- 
vation to Louis the Fourteenth, when speak- 
ing of VerSEulles, " Vous avex beau faire, 
" Sire, vous n'e» ferez jamais ^'un- Pavori 
" sons Mhite" might well apply to diem. 
With Fox's Associates and Comrades, Hare, 
Fitzpatriek, and Sheridan, they could sus- 
tahi no Competition for mental £ndow- 
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ments. Lord GrenvUle, then Mr. William 
Grenville, lUDst not however foe included 
in this Remark, His near Connexion with 
the first Minister, by Consangninify, when 
added to his distingnished Abilities, placed 
him on far higher Ground. As little will 
tiie Obserration apply to Lord Momington, 
since created Marquis Wellesley; to the 
present Earl of Harrowby, then Mr. Ryder ; 
or to Wilberforce: all three, Men of undis- 
puted Talents. 

In Suavity of Temper, M^nanimity of 
Disposition, and Oblivion of Injury or Of- 
fence, Fox rose superior to Pitt Even 
Dundas possessed iar more Liberality of 
Character, as he manifested on many Occar* 
sions. I hare beard Fox, after dealing out 
the severest Insinuations or Accusations 
against Lord North, wh«i that Nobleman 
was at the Head of the Treasury, towards 
the £nd of the American War ; on bdng 
convinced that be bad exceeded the £ur 
Limits of parliamentary Attack, or had 
deviated into personal Abus^ explain, re- 
tract, and apologize for his Violence or 
Indecorum. Mr. )*itt, though he rarely 
committed sucb ft Breach of Propriety, and 
2x2 
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wa^ tOQre measured in his Census or Coon 
d&^na^OD, sekloiPk if erer, iqftfle Cooces- 
sioa, l^s even tned, at ao e^^rly FerioiJ 
of hw miaistMiai Cayeer, t<v ov^ii^r Sberi- 
d^^ l^y iqakint earcastic Allusion to tW 
tiieatricajl Bmployinents or dtaou^tic Ato- 
ca^p^ of that emin^t Member, as formiog 
a ipore appropriate Object of his AUention, 
tbaii parliameDt^ry Declaipaitio^ and Pof- 
suits: — AUuwiDns, vhich^ however classic. the 
Language in which they were couched, 
might be justly deemed illiberal in their 
ISatnre. But; SberidaQ, yitii »draind)le 
Ipt^es^oe of |r^4. tiimed against him hit 
«vn Weapons ; leaTic^ behind lum the lim- 
pjeaaon, <tf his Grei^us, drawn from the 
T^r; KeyoB which Pitt had pressed, when 
he applied; to tbe &T8i Minister, die Denomi- 
naUon of tfce " Apgry Boy," wiMi which . 
Ben /imf9n. furnished him on tite InHtaat. 

In cl.^sic Knowledge and Acquirements 
of every Kind, as drawn from Greek and 
^oman Soprces^ Pitt and Fox nrigfat fiurly 
dispute for Pre-emrnence ; but the. latter left 
his Uival &r behind, in all die Variety of 
el^ant Information derived from modoii 
History, Poetry, and foreign Languages. 
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W« oaf ht aot, 4a4eed, t9 -be surprized at 
lAm Sapenontf, if we i«c9Uect l^at Fox 
was above tea Yean old» than Pitt. Amt 
he aodri^ied a much fitr<»gN nratoral At* 
taf^meDt to |>oIite Letten> aix] ^qjoyfed 
mdSnitely more Leisure f<x its JndulgeDce. 
I^ as {fa as my Means of ItafiMnwtffm 
tn&r eaaUed tfte to fonn~a Ju%tti^t, fio»- 
sessed companrtively smftll g^Ki^ Ac^ 
^Bsiotarice with those Authors, tr¥ich int- 
nifib the Ubraries Of Mto of Taste audi 
Science. H^w, indeed, we m&y ask, should 
be ev€x halve attuned it? Several Movtbs 
before be cocD^teated bis tw^ity-aecdnd 
Year, he foutid bimseIC with a very slesder: 
Porbuie, placed ia the Bouse of Comffions^ 
which Situation ojpened to his aspiritig and 
amlHtiOttfl Mind, "Ae ntost briUifHit Proe{fecte 
of :i^evation. From thai Period, if we ex- 
cept the Protogatioa of 478] ;— for in 178S, 
he was Chancellor of tiie Exchequer, and in 
1788, he visited the Cuitine&t; — what Por- 
tion <tf Time codd he devote to Kteraiy 
Pursuits or AociMBplishra^t P Near sev^ 
Years later than the Period of which 
I speak, in the Autumn of Uie Year 
1700, wbcD it was expected that a Rup- 
ture would have tafcoi Places betvcra the 
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Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, respect- 
ing the Afl^r of Nootka Sound; being alone 
with him in Downing Street, and conversuig 
on the Subject of the Spanish Possessions 
lying along the Shore of the Pacific Ocean, 
he owned to me Uuit he not only never 
had read, but. he assured me, he never had 
heard of Commodore Byron's Netrrative of 
his Shipwreck in the " W^;er," on the 
Coast of Patagonia : — ^A Book to be fotind 
in every Circulating Library. But, on the 
other Hand, the Rapidity and Facility with 
which he acquired, d^^ted, and converted 
to Purposes of Utility, bis Knowledge, was 
altogetb^ wond^ul. With the French 
Language he was grammatically conver- 
saot; but, at twenty-five he spoke it imper- 
fectly, and wrote in it without Freedom or 
Facility, though he subsequently improved 
in these Particnlars. I repeat it, as a Secre- 
tary of State for the foreign Department, 
he could have sustained no Competition 
with Fox, in all the Branches of solid, or 
of ornamental Attainment, that qualify for 
such a Situation. 

It is not easy to decide relative to their 
respecttve Si^ieriority in Eloquence. Fox's 
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^Oratory was more impassioned : Pitt's coald 
boast greater Coirectness of DictioD. The 
former exhibited, while speaking, all theTri- 
bunitian Rage : the latter displayed the Con- 
sular Dig^iiy. But, it mu8t not be forgot- 
.tai that the one commonly attacked, while 
the other generally defended ; and it is more 
easy to impugn or to censure, than to justify 
Measures of State. Had they changed Po- 
sitions in the House, the Character of their 
Speeches would doubtless have taken a 
,Ting^ , though it would not have been radi- 
cally altered, by such a Variation in thdr po- 
litical Destiny. From Fox's finest Speci- 
meus of Oratory, much, as it ai^)eared to m^ 
might generally have been taken away, with- 
out injuring, the £fiect, or maimiDg the Cmi- 
clusion. To Pitt's Speeches nothing seemed 
.wanting, yet was there no Redundancy. 
He seemed, as by Intuition, to hit the pre- 
cise Pobt, where, having attained his Object, 
as far as Eloquence could effect it, he sat 
.down. This distinctive and opposite Cha- 
.racteristic of the two Men, arose, partly at 
least, from an Opinion or Principle which 
Fox had adopted. He assumed, that ooe- 
third of his Audience was always eith^ 
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abseot, or at Dinner, or asleep; and be 
Iberefore usually made a atkirt Resamption 
or Epitome of his Ailments, fbr tbe Bene- 
6t Of this Part of tbe Membo^. So diat, 
after speaking at great Length, and some- 
time apparently summing up, as if about to 
conclude; wfaenerer be saw a considerable 
Influx of Attendance, be b^an anew: re- 
'gardless of tbe Ipipatience manifested on 
the Part of those, whose Attention was 
already elcbansted by long Exertion. Pitt 
never condescended to avail himself of such 
a Practice; neither lengthening bis SpeeGfaes, 
nor- abbreviating tbein, fromany Considera- 
tions except the Necessity of fiiHy developing 
bis Ideas. Indeed, so well was the relative 
Proportion of Time generally taken np by 
the two Speakers, on great Occasions, 
known to tbe old Members, that they cal- 
cnlated, whenever Fox was three Hours 
oa his Ijegs, Pitt relied within two. In all 
tbe corporeal Part of Oratory, be observed 
likewise more Moderation and Measure than 
Fox ; who on great Occasions, seemed, like 
tbe Pythian Priestess, " to labour with th' 
" ibspiring God," and to dissolve in Floods 
of Perspiration. The Minister, it is true. 
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became sometimes wanned with his SulDgect, 
and bad occasionally recoars^ to his Hand- 
fcerefaid^: bat, ratho- in Order to take Breath, 
or b rec^l Mb Thougbta, hj a notnentluy 
Padse, than from physical Agitation. 

A vital Defect in PittV Gompositioa as a 
Mab, must be esteamed his Want of £cono- 
my: it Was bereditjiry, conBtitutioDal, and 
remakied insiRi&onntable down to the Close 
of his Life. The great £arl of CfaEVtham, 
his FaftM*, had to contend witft the Bame 
cbaracteristiti Deficitiiicy ; and tiever vnde^ 
stood, SB Xonl Holland Mad doae, the Art 
idf accumulating a Ftfrtane. Bbt, tiie first 
Mr. Pitt, besides the lucrative Sioecore of 
the Privy Seal, vhidi he held durii^ severe 
Years, esjoyed' the Estate of Burton Pya- - 
sent in the County of Somerset, bequeathed 
to faisa by Sit William Pyneeiit; together 
with a Pension Of three Tlronsand Poniids a 
Year, bestowed on hiin by the Crown. 
Nose of these Possessitms, however, de- 
scended to bis second Son, whose whole 
patrimonial Inheritance amounted, I believe, 
only to five Thousand Pounds ; and it never 
received any ostensiUe A^^«ltat&on, ex- 
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cept a L^cy of three Tbonsand Pounds, 
bequeathed him in October, 1787, by dte 
Duke of Rutland. We may tberefOTe be 
enabled, vHb these Data, to form some Idea 
of the Elevation of Pitt's Mind, his Con- 
tempt of Money, and hifl Disregard of every 
selfish or interested Object; wheD, on Sir 
Edward Walpole's Decease^ in January, 
1784, he disdained to take the Clerkship of 
the Pells in die Exchequer, though, as the 
Head of that Department; he might have 
conferred it on himself; thon^ Lord Thur- 
low pressed him not to reject such a/ fair 
Occasion of renderii^ himself independent; 
and though eveaey Man in the Kingdom 
roust have approved the Act, on an impar- 
tial Survey of his Situation. For, he might 
not have retained his official Employments, 
during a single Week. Perhaps it is to be 
regretted that he should have made such a 
Sacrifice of private Interest, to Glory : but 
it operated throughout his whole Life, and 
even beyond the Grave, by its Effect on 
Parliament and on the Nation. Antiquity 
cannot exhibit any more shining Instance of 
Disinterestedness, either drawn fivm Tbe- 
ban and Athenian Story, or from the Con- 
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sular Ag^s of Roiue. Juvenal's Observa- 
tion on bumaD Nature, 



" Quif emm Virtutem uoplectitur ipnm, 
" Pnemia ai toUaa?" 



did not eeem to i^iy to Pitt. Possibly, 
bowever, on a deep Estimate, he found even 
bie pecuniary Recompense in tbis noble 
Act of Renunciation. The Honse of Com- 
mons vrould hardly have bestowed the post- 
humous Marks of solid Admiration and 
Respect, which they voted in 1806, on any 
Mimster who had enjoyed during two and 
tvrenty Years,- a sinecure Place of three 
Thousand Pounds per Annum, in Addition 
to his official Emoluments. 

The Salaries and other Advantages an- 
nexed to the Place of First Lord of the 
Treasury and Chancellor of die Exchequer, 
even though unaided by any private For- 
tune, yet undoubtedly with prudent Manage- 
ment, might have been found adequate to 
Pitt's annual Expenditure. But, when un- Q 

suj^rted by Economy, they proved wholly * 

. insufficient for the Purpose. When he was 
appointed First Minister, his youngest Sis- 
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ier. Lady Harriet Pitt, resided wM liiu, and 
saperinteiuled \m EstabfisbiiWirt in DoWB^ 
log Street. She possessed, in Addition to 
other tmiuent inte^ectttal BadomiKots, that 
Quality which her Father and Brother 
wanted ; and eo long; as she personally con- 
trolled his domestic Affairs, \ hare been 
Assured that they were restrained within 
•rery reasooable Lmiits. Unibrtonatdy for 
him, in September, 1785. wHhin two 'Years 
after he came mto Power, Lady Harriet gave 
her Hatid to Mr. Elliot, 'frbo became Lord 
EITiot on bis Father's Demise ; and snbse- 
iquent to her Marriage, Pitt's pecuniary Con- 
cerns f^ll into the utmost Disorder. Debts 
accumillated ; and it was commonly asserted, 
that the Collectors of the Taxes found more 
Difficulty in levying them from the Chan^ 
cellor of the Exchequer, than from ahnost 
any bth&r Inhabitant Of Wesbninster. Even 
Tradesmen's bills, particniarly those of 
Coachmakers, ytete said to be frequently 
paid, not in Money, but, by ordering nev^ 
Articles, and thus aug^menting the Pressure 
of the Evii itself. 

It was not till 1792, on the Eaii of GaiM^ 
ford's Decease, (bdter known to us as Lord 
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IHoE^,) that Mr. DoDdas having leunt the 
fatelli^nce, and koowiog bis Friend*s Dis- 
intereaiiedB^ss, hurried to St Japies's, went 
into tbo Clos^ and asked of His Majesty, 
tbe Place oi Lord Wardra qf the Cinqoe 
Porta, for Pi*t; which Office the Kiqg imme- 
diately coaferred «p bjjn, thwtgh it bad been 
preTioa#l7 ietcaded by ^le Sovereiga, as I 
know, for the late Duke «f Dorset. Such 
was the Supeoonty of tfaje first Mioister's 
Mind, to every Object of personal Emolu- 
ment or Acquisition, th^t he disdained to 
mk my indiridua) ^evmrd, even from the 
Prince whom b^ bad so long and so effica- 
(riottsly. servsft. - Fof my Kji^ledge of this 
curious and infereslii^ Fact, 1 am indebted 
t9 the R^bt Hm^able William Dundas, Ne> 
pbew to the late Lord Melville, whose; Au- 
tfaonty on such % Poiut, { presume, is.siipe> 
rifir to all Coa&radicti<»i. The Salary,, which 
ip Mr. Pitt's. Person was rendered nominally 
Three Thous^d, five huudred Pounds « 
y^F, ^sbt h^VQ formed a very handsome 
Aididiljiovi to bi^ o^ial Income: but, the 
iw o e(w» r y Deductions of many Kinds, to be 
aa^defrein that Sum; the Expences which he 
jskcurred in altering or embellishing Walmer 
Castle ; ^nd n)ore than both these Sources 
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of Expenditure, his Facility or Liberality m 
grantiog small Pensions toiavalidedor aged 
Artificers, of variouB Descriptions, belong- 
ing to the Cinque Ports ; — so many com- 
bined Canses reduced the real Rec^rt belov 
half its ostensible Amount. . Yet when be 
Trent out of Office in 1801, loaded with 
Debts, he possessed no other independent 
Means of Subsistence. It is indeed true, 
that as early as 1 790, he had been elected 
Master of the Trinity House; but I have 
always <M)nsidered that Appointment, though 
highly honorable, as unproductive of any 
pecuniary Emolum^tt. When we reflect oa 
the Circumstances here enumerated, we may 
r^ret, but we cannot wonder, that after 
holding the Reins of Government, almost his 
whole-Life; and conferring so many Digni- 
ties, as well as Offices, during a Period, 
taken aUc^ther, of near nineteen Years ; he 
should ultimately die not only poor, but, 
oppressed under a Burthen of Debt. Yet 
must we distinguish between a Sort of vir- 
tuous, or at least, venial Pov^y, if I may so 
express myself caused by Want of Economy, 
in a Man who devoted his Exertions to the 
public Service; and Fox's similar Wants, 
produced by a Rage for Play, wtuch not 
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ODiy reduced him from Afflaence, to a State 
of DerelictioD, but, finally compelled him to ' 
accept .an eleemosynary Contribution from 
his political and personal Friends, in Qrder 
to fiimiBfa him with the Means of Subsist- 
once. It iB unnecessary to contrast the two 
Positions or Characters, which undoubtedly 
excite in our Minde very opposite Sensa-' 
tions, and awaken widely different Degrees - 
of moral Censure or Disapprobation. 

Pitt's great Superiority over his Antago- 
nist, and his consequent ministerial Success 
flowed principally from two Causes. The 
first was, bis admirable Judgment. That 
Intelligence restrained his parliamentary Ex- 
ertions during the American War, and in- 
duced him, while heaping Accusations on' 
the Ministers, to spare the King. I know 
that he received a Hint, soon after he began 
to speak, in the House of Commons, waming> 
him to avoid that Rock on which Fox had 
split, and to be cautious bow he mentioned, 
or alluded with Severity, to the Royal Name. 
He did not despise the Advice. Tbe same 
anp^rior Intelligence impelled him, 'wfaen 
Lord North was driven from Power, to re- 
fuse Office under, an Administration, whicht 
he forraaw, from its component Materials, 
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could only be of i^rt Duratioo. It dictated 
to him, to tak£ tbe ChaicelLon^q) of &». 
Exchequer iioder Lord Sfaelborae; bnit, it 
ecfaalty suggested to him, the ImpraotfoiK 
bility of retaimi^ the SitaatioD of First 
Minister, when pressed by his Majesty id 
Marcli, 1783, to assume that high Office, 
after the £arl of Sfaelbume's Resignation. 
In renouDcing a SitoatioB so flatter iog to his 
Pride and his Ambitiba, Uiough it lay com- 
pletely within his Grasp, he exhibited, whea 
not tw^ty-fonr, the dee^^t And cdmest 
PiBceromait: ibx, if he had yidded to hi» 
own' loclioationB and tbe. Wishes . of the 
$oretei^, it se^ns (iertain that ht could not' 
h»ve QMWtained biuisdlf in Powee against 
Fax and. Lord N<Hth; who had not then 
committed any.othar Act calculated to ex- 
cite the public Condemnation, except die 
mere Approximation of thek* respective Par- 
liamentary Adherents, followed by their own 
politic UnkAi; . 

Pitt; with coOsumnaate Judgment, waited 
till the CotUitim had brought forward the 
"Bast, India Bill," and could no longer 
recede, in Order to profit of their India-. 
crefytm. He accepted in Deoember, tba 
tytq ^afiojmtuta, vhidi, nine Wtonths eai^ 
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lier, he had irisely declined; exhibitiDg, on 
,both Occasions, equal Ability: but he never 
associated Lord Shelbume to his Power, 
uor allowed him a Place in the Cabinet. 
His whole Conduct, while struggling against 
^ox's Mi^rity in the House of CommoDs, 
during successive Months, which t wit- 
nessed ; formed the Triumph of paramount 
.Capacity over imprudent Ambition and 
rapacious Precipitation.. If we were to 
pursue the Comparison lower down in Pitt's 
Life, we should trace the same Effects 
reeultiog from similar Causes, during the 
critical Conflict which took Place between 
him and Fox, in the Winter of 1788 ; when 
the latter, instead of advising the Heir Ap^ 
parent to accept the Regency under any 
Conditions, however apparently severe, on 
.which Parliament might think proper t<> 
conf<»- it during the uncertain Nature of 
.the King's Malady, laid Claim to it for 
His Royal Highness, as a Matter of Right 
The Minister instantly perceived, and fits- 
tened, like an £agle, on his Adversary's 
Eitot; which, by producing Delay, hap- 
pily allowed Time . for his Majesty's Re^ 
tlovery, and of Course perpetuated the 
J>uration of Pitt's Power. Bat, thia Part 
TOL. III. 3 u 
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of bis ministerial Conduct, belongs to ano- 
ther Period of ttie " Memoirs of my own 
" Time" 

The second Point that gave him an Ascen- 
dant over Fox, arose from the Correctness- 
of his I^eportment, and Regularity of his 
private Life. Tliis Circumstance, which, 
under Charles the Second, Would harfe 
counted for little in the Scale, operated widi 
decisive £ffect in his Favour, under a Fribce 
such as Ge€>rge the Third. Nor did it 
produce less beneficial Results aiiBOQg the 
I^eople at large. Some internal Gtiaratttee, 
drawn from moral Character, high Integrity, 
and Indisputable Rectitude of Intention, 
seemed indeed necessary, in order tb justiiy 
to the Nation, the Choice of the Soveretgn* 
when entrusting^ to a young Man, destitute 
of Property, tiie Finances and Concerns (rf 
an Empire, rednced by a long and disastrous . 
War, to a State of great Depression. Pitt 
possessed in Fact no other Stake to depoaif^ 
as a Security fbr his good Conduct, unless we 
lake into our Calculation, his possible Re- 
version of tiie Earldom of Chatham. Helitui 
likewise to contend, like Epatninondas in 
Antiquity, with another Deficiency. During 
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Ibe whole Course of die eighteenth Century, 
and I believe I may say, since the Acces- 
noA of Elizabeth, he is th« only English 
JF^t Miaiater who lived and died in a State 
«f Celibacy. He was not therefore attached 
to die Commonwealth by thoae endearin; 
He*, whi^ blend the Statesman with the 
Hosband and the Father ; thus giving a Spe- 
cies of compound Pledge for exemplary Con- 
duct, to the Country. Henry Felhun, who 
-presided ova- the Councils of Great Britain 
daring ten Years, under George the Second, 
was, it is true, like Pitt, only a youngs Son 
of a noble House; but, his Brother, the 
Duke of Newcastle, might be justly con- 
sidered as one of the greatest Subjects in 
Fortune, as well as in Rank, to lie found 
within the Kingdom. Mr. Pelham, who 
married a Dau^ter of the Duke of Rutland, 
had likewise by her a namerous Family, and 
possessed in his own Person, considerable 
landed Property. 

£ven Fox, though he remained long un- 
married, yet finally ent«ed into that State ; 
and he asfrired to have do'he it much earlier 
in- Life, if his Efibrta for the Purpose had 
not pNiTed unsucces^. During, the early 
2w2 
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Part of Hastings's Trial, in 17^7, he raised 
his Byes eind Hopes to the I>uke of 'New^ 
castle's Box iq Westminster Hall, where 
usually sat Miss Pnlteoey, afterwards created 
by Pitt, Coantess of Bath in her own Rights 
then justly esteemed one of the lichedt 
Heiresses in the Kingdom. After exhiUting 
his great Powers ' of Oratory, as a public 
-Man, in the Manager's Box below, he sonie- 
tinres ascended in his private Capacity, to 
try the Effect of his Eloquence under ibe 
Chanceter of a Lorer. All his Friends aidM 
. a Cause, which^ by rendering theic '• Chief 
.independent in his Fortune, wonid have 
healed the pecuniary Wounds inflicted by 
his early Indiscr^on. General Fttzpatrick, 
with friendly Solicitude, usuaUy kept- a 
Place for him, near the Lady; and for some 
,Time, the Courtship assumed so auspi(»ons 
-an Appearance, that 1 remwnber, Hare, 
' when speculating on the probable Issue of 
the Marriage, said, with admirable Humour, 
that " they would inevitably be Duns, with 
-•^BJack Manes and Tails:"? alluding to the 
. Lady's fair Complexion and Red Hair, can- 
-trasted with Fox's darit Hue. The Affair ne- 
.' vertheless termi»ated« from whatev^ Cauae, 
.without l^ttCcesB. Pitt, though, .'at difftimt 
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Periods of his Life, be distinguishecl C0*tain 
Ladies, some of whom I could name, by 
Marks of great Predilectioa; apd io .one lor 
$taDce seemed even to meditate ]^f arriage^ 
yrt never persisted ia tJ»e Attempt: but* 
his Name, Descent, Abilities, and private 
Character, surmounted .every Impediment to 
tiis Elevation. Fox could no more have 
been placed at the Head of the Tr^sury,. 
than Dean Swift could have been made 
Archbishop of Canterbury ; or tha,n Lord. 
Bolingbtoke, nnder Queen Anne, or the 
Duke of Wharton, under George the. First, 
eould have filled the Office of FirHt Minister. 
He vranted, like them, an essential Quality. 
f will not say, high moral Chaxacitej- ; — ^for, 
1 believe, bis Honour, Int^rity, and Pror 
blty, were above all Impeachment , or Re- ■ 
{urooch ; but,, correct moral Deportment Of 
this Deficiency he vras, himself sensible, and 
was said to have once expressed his Convic- 
tion (rfit, in laconic, but, forcible Tenns. I 
lesuiiis t^e Progress of Events, 

While Pitt unquestionably autijsipated thft: 
probable Necessity for his ultimately recur-< 
ring to the Measure of calling together a 
oew.IJonBe. of Commons;, be by no Meana 
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(Usdaioed to arail himself of all the Mtani 
and Modes tbat could be soggesied, for di> 
miniBhiDg, and if possible, annibil&tinf the 
M^oritf , to whicb Fox owed his aotnal 
ConsequcDi^ Every Effort ma exerted by 
himself, and by his Friends, in order to ao. 
compUsh tiiat Point, The Beoess, Upiit«d 
to little niore than a Fortnight, allowed him 
only a very short Space for Exertioii ; and 
the Numbers which had hitherto supported 
the Coalititm, daring the Progress of ^m 
" East India Bill" through the flouse, in 
every Stage, generally amounted to douUe, 
or almost double the Votes on the opposite 
Side. Two hundred and seventeen MemT 
hers had voted for its Coramitmeat ; a great 
proportion in an Assembly, then composed 
only of five hundred and fifty-eoght Persons, 
To reduce such a Superiority, first to some> 
Aing approaching an Equality, and flp^y 
to a Minority, might well seem a hc^less 
Undertaking; evm admitting all the Vor 
nality, Waut of Fripciple, or Tergiwrsation,. 
with which that Assembly has been so often 
r^iroached, Much more Success was, how- 
erer, expected fnm Applications addressed 
to the Part of the CoaIMm which mtght be 
considered as holding to Lord North; than 
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from the Adherents of the Rocldngham 
Party, or amoDg the personal Supporters 
and Friends of Fox. Many of Lord North's 
politicaj Connexions, who had in Fact voted 
with him on the India BUI, under a Codt- 
viction of the Measure itself haring obtained 
the Consent <^ the Crown ; vere naturally 
disposed to withdraw their Support, if not 
to ^ansfer their Servicec^ on the Discovery 
of (hdr Mistake. Here exiafed only three 
Ways by which Fox's Majority might be 
reduced. In Consequence of the Attend* 
BDce of new Members, who had not hithtfto 
taken any Part. By the future Non-attend- 
ance of those, who had supported the CoaU- 
tiam up to tiie present Time ; and lastly, by 
Desertion from the Enemy's Ranks, over to 
those of ithe new Admiaistration. The latter 
Votes, as counting double, of Course became 
most sought after and valued. 

A Separation had, indeed, already taken 
Place among Lord Nrath's itnmediate per^ 
soual Followers. Of the two former Secre- 
taries of the Treasury, Sir Grey Cooper coa- 
tiuued to support him iuruiably : but,. Ro- 
binson, coQceiving himself absol Fed from any 
Obligation to accotnpwy bis antienl: Prin- 
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cipal, through all the Consequences of hiel 
new political Alliances,- quitted altogether 
that Party. No Man in the House of Com- 
mons, as I have had Occasion to remark, 
knew so much of its original Composition; 
the Means by which every Individual at 
tained his Seat ; and in many Instances, 
how: far, and through what Channels, he 
might prove accessible. Though Mr. Pitt 
made the fifth First Minister, whom that 
Parliament ha4 beheld in the short Space 
of little more thsm twenty-one Months ; yet 
the individual Members composing the 
lower Hoase, had undergone only a very 
trifling Variation smce the general Election. 
Recourse was therefore had to Robinson, 
undn* the present delicate and arduous Cir* 
cumstances of public Affairs, in Order to 
obtain his active £xertionB for Government 
He complied with the Application, and un- 
questionably rendered very essential Service. 
I haVe always considered the Earldom of 
Abei^venny, as the Remuneration given 
by the Crown, for that Assistance, th'oagh 
I by no means assert it as a Fact Robin- 
eon's only Dai^hter and Child had beeii 
married some Years before, to the Honor- 
abl& Henry Neville, eldest Son of Lord 
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AheegBLvenoy ; who was placed at Che Head; 
of.the List of Earls, created by Pitt, ou the. 
nth of May, 1784, not five Mod^ after* 
the Facts took Place, under onr Disouasion. 

While J am ei^aged on the Subject of thr 
House of Commons, and of the Influence or: 
CorraptioD by which it has been alwayr. 
managed, particularly during the last, and a 
Part of the present Reign ; I shall rektt& 
some curious Particulars, which cannot per- 
haps be introduced with more Propriety tbu 
in this Place. We may see in the " Me-^ 
moirs of Prince £ugene of Savoy," (which. 
Work, though composed -under its.presaib 
Form,bythelatePrincedeL^e, withwhouL 
I was well acquainted at Vieoaa, is founded 
on original Papers or Documents ;) what 
Influence he attributes to the " Preeepts of 
" Champagne and Bufgundy," made by* 
Marshal Tallard, then a Prisoner of War 
in England, to '* Right Honorable Membra. 
?' of Parliament." Nay, the Prince aasert» 
positively, that in the same Year, 1711, .when 
he came. over in Person to. London, witii tfa^ 
avowed Otyect of retaining, if possible, Queen 
Anne and her Ministers, in the Grand Allt' 
wee f^^st France ; he had Recourse, hiio' 
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edf, to ConuptioD. "Je^ de$ Prisens,' 
■ays he, " ettr, on pent acheter beaausoup at 
** Angletare.'* If Such coastituted the or- 
dinary Practice under the last Priocess of 
the Staart Line, at a Time that Parliamenta 
were not s^tennial, bnt, ooly triennial; we 
may be quite assured, that Aej did not b*- 
coma more virtuous afler the Acoession of 
the reigniBg; Family, when the Hoose of 
CommoiM was elected for seven Years. 

Proofs of the Venality practised by Sir 
Ilobert Walpole, during the whole Course 
of his lon^ Administration, it seems unno- 
cessary to produce, as that Minister did not 
disclaim ur resent the Imputation. Nor did 
his political AdTerearies disdain, whoever 
Profesaimis of public Virtue they mig^t 
maJce, to have Recoorse to the s«ne 'ua> 
worthy Expedients, in order to effect his 
Aemo^. W« have ibe Authority of a 
Monh^ of their own Body, for the Fact. 
" Dm Carioa," (Frederick, Priooe of Wales,) 
says Mr. Glower in his '• Memoirs," receoUy 
published, " UAd me, ti>at if cost Inni Twelve 
" l^usand Pounds in Corruption, particu- 
*' laHy among the Tories, to carry the West- 
'* minster uid C%ipprabam Elections in 
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** 174% and oUur Points, which compelled 
" Lord Orford, at that Time Sir Robert 
" Walpole, to quit the House of Commons " 
It is difficult to adduce mcH« satis&ctory 
and nnimpeachablfl Proof of aoy Fact, as 
Glover yraa a Man of strict Veracity. Nm- 
ih&r -nea Mr. Pelham, who, aftor a short 
Interval succeeded Sir Robert, and held 
his SituiUioa near eleven Years ; though he 
may be justly esteemed one of the most up- 
right Statesmen who presided iu the Coun- 
cils of George the Second ; less liable to the 
AccQsatioB of corruptiag Parliament, than 
was his Predecessor. 

A Friend of mine, a Man of Raak aud 
high Character, whom I do not uaue, be- 
cause, being still alive, f consider myself not 
at Liberty to divulge it ; luit, whose Name 
wmdd at once stamp the Veracity and Au- 
th^itidty of whatever he relates; has fre- 
quently assured me, Uiat abmit the Year 
1767, he was penooally acquainted with 
Roberts, who had beoi Secretary of the 
Treasury under Mr. Pelham ; but, who was 
theu old, infirm, and iKar his End. He lies 
buried in Westminster Abbey, in Peet't Cor- 
mar, where his Epitaph describes htm, as 
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" the moBt faithful Secretary Of the Right 
."Honorable Henry Peiham." This Gen- 
'tleman converaDg with Roberts, upon the 
Events of those Times when he held a I^ace 
under Administration, and patticulariy on 
the Manner in -which the House of.Com- 
:inonB was then managed ; Roberts avowed 
without Reserve, that while he remained at 
the Treasury, there were a Nnmber of Ment- 
-bers who r^ularly received from him their 
Payment or Stipend, at the End of every 
Session, in Bank Notes. The Sums, which 
varied accordmg to the Merits, Ability, and 
Attendance of the respective Judividnala, 
amounted usually from Five Hundred- 
Pounds, to Eight Hundred Pounds, per 
-Anmm. " This Largess I distributed," 
added Roberts, " in the Court of Requests, 
*' on the Day of the Prorogation of Parli»- 
^ ment I took my Stand there; and as 
" the Grentlemen passed me, in going to, or 
" returning from the House, I conveyed the 
" Money, in a Squeeze of the Hand, What- 
" eva Person received the MinistCTial Bounty 
'** in the Manner Uius related, I entered his 
>' Name in a Book, which was preserved in 
-*' the deepest. Secrecy; it being never ia- 
■".spected by any human Bewg, exc^t^tjie 
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*' KJDg said- Mr: Petham. On tbe DeoeaSe of 
-" thai Minister in 1754, his Brother, theDoke 
" of Newcastle Mr. Fox, afterwards Lord 
" fltfllsod, and otliers of the Cabinet, who 
**: succeeded to Power; anxious to obtain an 
'" accurate'Knowledge of the^'tuife Stateof 
." the' House of-CommonB, and particularly 
'* to ascertain the Names of all tbe Indi^ 
" viduals who received Money during Mr. 
'" Pelham's Life, applied to me for InforiDa- 
'" tion. Tliey' fiirther demanded of me io 
i" surrender the Book, in which, as they 
-" knew, I was accustomed to enter the above 
'" Farticnlars. Conceiviiig a Compliance to 
." be dishonourable, 1 peremptorily refused 
:*' to deliver it up, ' except by the King's ex- 
** press Ccwimand, .and- to His Mjg^ty in 
■" Person. lii Ccmsequence of my Refusal, 
i" they ttcquainted the King with the Circum- 
:" stance, who sent for .me to St. James's, 
" where I was introduced into the Closet ; 
." more than one of the above-mentioned Mi- 
" ntsters beiug [ffesent. (xeoi^ the Second 
'^ ordered me to return him Ibe Book in 
'" question, with which Injunction I imme- 
/' diately complied. At .the same Time 
/'taking thie Poker in his Hand, he put it 
(" int6:tbe Fire,, made it red hot,, and theo, 
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** while w« stood ronnd him, he Anut the 
. '* Book into the Flames, where it was imme- 
** diately reduced to Ashes. He considered 
** it in Fact, as too sacred and confidaitial a 
" Roister, to be thus traBsferred orer to 
" tiie new Mimstera, and as itaving bectane 
" extinct with the Administratipn of Mr. 
'• Pelbam." 

It is nnquestibnable that the Duke of 
Newcastle, though he failed in getting Pos- 
session of his Brother's secret Tnfomation, in 
eoiiseqaenceofJ{o(«rfy's Firmness; yet pur- 
sued the same Mode of Maiiagement, chi be- 
comii^. himself first Lord of the Treasury. 
Under Lord Bnte''8 GoTemmoit, when, from 
a Variety of Causes, a violent Oppontion in 
Parliament arose, which required the whole 
Power of Ministry to stem, similar Practices 
were carried to a greater Length. John 
Ross Mackay, who had been priTate Secre- 
tary to tbe Earl of Bute, and afterwards, 
during seveoteen Years, was Treasuro' of 
the Ordnance; a Man widi whom I was 
personally acquainted; frequently avowed 
tbe Fact He lived to a very advanwd Age, 
sat in sevCT&l Parliaments, and only died^ 
I believe, in 1796. A G^itloBui of lugfa 



..Google 



1783.] HBMOIHS. 671 

profetsional Rank, and of unimpeacfaed Ve- 
racity, who 16 ttill alire, told me, that dining 
at th6 late £arl of Beaborough's, in Cavendish 
SqnaiFe, in th« Year 1790, where only fonr 
Persons were present^ inclading himself; 
Ross Mackay, who was one of the Number, 
gave them the most ample Information upon 
this Subject. Lord Besborongh having called 
after Dinner, for a Bottle of excellent Cham- 
pagne, a Winetowbich Mackay was partial; 
and the CoDTersatioa accidental^ toraing 
t>tt the Means of goTeming the House of 
Commons. Mackay said ib&t *' Money form- 
" ed, after all, the only eflectnal and certain 
" Method." "The Peace of 1763," conti- 
naed he, " was carried through and approved 
" by a pecuniary DistribntioD. Nothing else 
" could have surmonnted the Difficulty. 1 
** was, mysdf, Uie Channel through which 
" tiie Money paa^d. Witii my ovm Hand 
" I secured above one Hundred and Twenty 
" Votes, on that most important Question 
'* to Ministers. Eighty Thousand Pounds 
" were set apart for the Purpose. Forty 
" Members of Uie House of Commons re- 
" ceived from me, a Thousand Pounds each. 
*' To eij^ty others, I paid five Hundred 
" Poiuda apiece." Mackay afterwards con- 
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finned more than once, this Fact, ta tiie 
GeDtleman abore mentioned, who related k 
rto me. 'He added that Lord Besborough 
appeared, himself, bo sensible of the Impm- 
dencei as well as Imptopriety of the Avowal 
made by Mackay, at hie Table ; ibat hjs 
-Lordship sent to Urn, {md to the fourth 
Person who had been pree^it on the Occa- 
sion, (the late Reveroid Mr. Dutens,) necct 
Morning, to ^itreat of themi on no Accouit 
to divulge it during Mackay's Life. What 
Attestatifm so strong of the Truth of this 
Anecdote can be produced, as the Testimo- 
ny of the late Bishop of LUmdaff! He 
expressly inforins us, in the " Anecdotefr" 
of his Life, just published, that the £arl of 
.Sbelbnme, then first Minister, assured him 
on the 17th of February, 1783, that " he^" 
Lord Shelbume, " well knew, above sixty * 
;" Thousand Pounds had been expended, 
" (among the Members of the House of Com- 
" mons,) in procuriI^f an Approbation of 
" the Peace of 1763." 

Wilkes was howerer perfectly well i»-- 
structed on the Subjectj smd made no Secret 
of his Information, evoi at the Time yfitea. 
the Treaty of Fontainbleau was a r^qent 
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Transaction, In his memorable Letter ad- 
dressed from " Paris, 22d October, 1764," 
to the Electors of Aylesbury, he says, *' I 
" will not compliment the present, profligate 
" Majority in the House of Commons, so for 
" as to say, they were so well informed, that 
" they knew the exact Truth oi every Asser- 
" ti<m in the-' North Briton,' No. 45. One 
" Particular, however, came withiu their 
" Knowledge; the. Means by which it is 
" hinted that the entire Approbation of Par- 
" liamemt, eren of the Preliminary Articles 
" of the late ioglorions Peace, was obtained; 
" and the prerious .Step to the obtaming 
" that etUire Approbation, the large Debt 
■" contracted on the CivU List. They knew 
** this Assertion, was extremely true, and 
" I am as ready to own that it was extronely 
" scandalous." It is imp<»sible to convey 
a Chai^ of such a Nature, in less equivocal 
or ambiguous Language. 

Relative to the three successive Adminis- 
trations, aft^ Lord Bute's Secession from 
Power ; namely, that of €»e(H^ Grenville, of 
the Marquis of Rockjngham, and of the 
Duke of GraAon, which comprized the 
whole Period of Time between April, 1763, 
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and January, 1770, I can state nothing from 
my own personal Knowledge. Bradshaw 
cObducted that Department, as is well known, 
under the Duke of GraAoo. The same Sysr 
tern certainly continued to be acted on 
during the Period of the American War, 
when RobmsoDr and under him, Brunimell, 
were ita Agents. I remember, Mr. Whit- 
bread, with whom I was well acquainted, 
one of the most upright, honest, and bene- 
volent Men who ever sate in Parliament, 
at that time Member for Bedford ; rising in 
his Place, on the 19th of March, 1782, 
stated to the Hou^e, that during Lord 
Norths Administration, many Millions had ~ 
been lost to the Nation, by exorbitant Con- 
tracts, and wasteful Barons. " Some of 
*' the former," added he, " are so lucrativei 
" that even though Thousands of Pounds 
" might be given for them, yet they would 
" produce a large Profit. I do not chai^ 
" the noble Lord at the Head of the Trea- 
"sury, "with ever receiving one Penny of 
"such. Money. I believe he never did : but, 
" the Individuals who transacted those Mat- 
" ters at the Treasurtf, are well known. Nor 
" is it any Secret, to whom the Contracts in 
" Question are given, by Favor or. Pre- 
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" fereuce. That all the Business of the 
" Treasury, Admiralty, Navy, Victualling, 
" and Ordnance, is conducted on the same 
" corrupt Principles, is a Fact beyond Dis- 
" pute." Lord North was not present when 
Mr. Whitbread spoke; but, no Denial of 
these Allegations was made or attempted 
by any of his Friends. 

Burke on the following Day; — a Day me- 
morable in the Reign of Geoi^e the Third, as 
on it Lord North laid down his Power; — 
observed in the metaphorical and elevated 
Style familiar to him, " We have witnessed, 
*' Mr. Speaker, for numerous Years, the Sys* 
" tern of Corruption advancing. We have 
" beheld it with Melancholy and Depression. 
" For, from the prodigious Power of that Cor- 
" rnption, from the Tow«^ and Battlements 
" with which it was fortified, we nourished 
" no Hopes of being able to overthrow it.- 
" We remained therefore, from our Dejec- 
" tion, inactive. Despair rendered us sub- 
" missive. This Torpor gave to the Enemy 
" additional Force. It even gave them an 
" Appearance of Stability, by which delu- 
'* sive Advantage, weak Men were seduced 
" to join them, and wicked Men became 
2x2 
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" confinned in th«r Adherence." Such wafc 
the Lan^age held at that Time, Aritbin the 
Walls 6f the House of Gonnnons. I incliDe 
n^eithelefls strongly to doabt whether, t^ 
wa^ds the Termination of Lord Nortfi's 
fifibistry, these Practices suhsisted in all 
their Force ; by which 1 mean to eay, that 
I question whether any individual Member 
of the House, was paid for his Vote and 
Support in Bank Notes ; as it would appear 
had been done under Walpole, Pelham, and 
most, if not all their Successors, down to 
that Time. M bre Refine^ient had insensibly 
been introduced into the Distribution of 
pecuniary Gratifications ; which were con* 
veyed ih oblique Sh^)es, such as Lottery 
Tickets, Scrip, Jobs, Contracts, and other 
Beneficial Forms, by which the Majority was 
kept together, fi>r near seven Years, in De- 
fiance of a' mo^t unfortunate, if not an ill 
conducted War, 

Sawbridge, who without the Learning or 
the Talents of Algernon Sydney, possessed 
as republican a- Spirit as tliat illustrious and 
unfortunate Individual, put a Case hypothe- 
tically, in the Course of one of his Speeches, 
which the House perfectly understood. I 
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was present on tbe Occasion, which hap- 
pened in March, 1781, under Lord North's 
AdmiDistratioD, during the Discussion of 
tbe Loan negotiated in that Session. Saw- 
bridge's Words were nearly these: " Per- 
" haps, Mr. Speaker, it may chance at some 
" future Period, — for, the Age is too Tir- 
" tuous to admit its Possibility in these 
"Days; — that a Member of Parliament 
" may retire behind the Speaker's Chair, 
" with ithe first Lord of the Treasury, and 
'* engage to support him on all Questions, 
" provided he (the Member,) shall he allowed 
*' to subscribe for ten Thousand Pounds of 
" the present Loan." Lord North, when 
Sawbridge sat down, instantly rose, in Order 
to answer and to deny, or to refute other 
Passages of hjs Speech : but, to the Allu- 
sion above cited, he made no Reply, nor at- 
tempted to rebutt such an Imputation; pro- 
bably because he knew that Sawbridge, if 
contradicted, could name his Man. Neither 
was he called to Order for it. Indeed, Fox, 
Burke, George Byng, and others of the Op- 
position of that Period, made no Scruple of 
advancing similar Chains, without Circum- 
locution or Delicacy. Sir George Savile, on 
the 12th of June, in the same Year, 1781, 
exceeded in Severity, or rather in Asperity, 
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aDytfaiog that 1 witoessed ; and he did it 
frith perfect Impunity. After branding the 
Loan recently negotiated, with the Epithets 
of tre~Dal, corrupt, and disgraceful, he added, 
that '* such a. Measure coDstituted an Act of 
" Plunder and Robbery committed on the 
" Nation, in Order to bribe with the Spoil 
" those Members of the House, who per- 
" sisted in a Con^iracy for the Destruction 
*' of their Country, The Minister might 
*' just as well say in plain Terms to his Fol- 
*' lowers, I know that you disapprove this 
" ruinous and accursed War with America : 
" but, as it is indispensable to prosecute it, 
" for the Preservation of my Employment, 
" provided you consent to raise thirteen 
" Millions on your Constituents, I will allow 
*' you to share one Million of the Money 
" among yourselves, who are my Accom- 
" plices." Not a Word was said from the 
Treasury Bench, nor any Indignation ex- 
pressed at so unqualified an Accusation. 

Fox observed no Measures, when declaim- 
ing against the asserted Corruption of Parlia-- 
ment. "The Minister," exclaimed he, " well 
" aware, that he must die with the present 
" War, has encountered Shame and em- 
*' braced it, in Order to produce its Con- 



.y Google 



17fl3.] MEHOlRfl. 679 

" tiRuance. His Supporters well know 
" that their Payment, like his own Sreadt 
" depends on its Prosecution. The War 
" begets Extraordinaries, wfaich b^;et Loans, 
" 'which beget Douceurs, which beget Mem- 
" bers of this House." Such was the Lan- 
guage of Opposition in 1781. I heard Fox . 
prouounce those Words abtyve cited. In 
thus endeavouring to vilify and degrade the 
first Minister, he only looked to the imme- 
diate Object of overturning the Administra- 
tion ; inconscious within how short a Tinie 
he should be induced to form a Coalition 
with the very Nobleman, whom he had de- 
nounced for successive Years, as the De- 
stroyer of his native Country, In February, 
1782, Burke, pleading the Cause of Hohen, 
the Jew, who bad suflTered in his Propertyj 
at the Capture of St. Bustatius; Jenkinson, 
Secretary at War, demanded, " what was 
" the specific Object that he had in View? 
" Did he mean to move for a Grant of public 
" Money to the Petitioner T If so, he en- 
treated Burke to reflect on the Consequences 
to which such a Precedent would , lead. 
" Oh r answered he, " Ministers may easily 
" make Compensation to Mr. Hohen, with- 
" jout putting their Hand in the public Purse, 
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" Thet) may give him a Slice of the Loan ; 
" for, those Profits are not esteemed pablic 
" Money ; or, they may place him en Croupe 
" of sotne overgrown Contractor." 

One of the most humiliating Scenes that I 
' ever witnessed, aa affecting Lord North in 
his ministerial Capacity, and which occOp 
sioned him the greatest Embarrassment, took 
. Place just at the Time when Burke made 
these severe Animadversions. A Contract 
of a most improvident Nature, had been con- 
cluded with a Member of the House, an East 
India Director, one of the two Representa- 
tives for a Somersetshire Borongh, by the 
Board of Ordnance. The Article furnished, 
was Saltpetre, for which a very exorbitant 
Price was given to the Contractor. George 
Byng, aided by Hussey, and by Colonel 
Barr^, with most meritorious and indefatiga- 
ble Pertinacity, traced, developed, and ex- 
posed the whole Transaction. Lord Towns- 
end, then Master General of the Ordnance, 
■ disavowed any Knowledge whatever of it, 
by the Mouth of his Friend Coiirtenay, and 
reprobated the Business. Under these dis- 
tressing Circumstances, the first Minister 
had no other Refuge or Means of Extrica- 
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tion, than to protest his total Ignorance of 
the Coiiteact, the Terms of which he ad- 
mitted to be eoormous ; and be theref<n« 
proposed to omit the Article of Saltpetre^ 
amoanting to near jflSO.OOO, if the House 
would vote the remaining Articles of tbe 
Ordnance Estimates. Fox launched out on 
the Occasion, into severe, tis well as indig- 
nant ComtDNits, on the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer's Conduct. No Heply was made 
by Lord North, and on the Question being 
pat for receiving the Report, Ministers car-> 
ried it only by a Majority of Thirty; tba 
respective Numbers being 122, and 03. 

Lord North, when First Minister, was 
supposed to command lull one hundred and 
seventy Members at his absolute Devotion, 
who were prepared to vote with him upon 
every Question: nor would his Head, in- 
deed, have been secure, from 1777 down to 
1782, unless he could have counted upon 
such a steady and numerous Support, at a 
Time when every Mouth teemed with Mis- 
fortunes or Defeats. Of this great Body,- 
only a comparatively small Portion had 
however continued to adhere to him, after 
he joined with Fox ; and many more had 
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qaitted him on the first Introduction of the 
" India Bill," or subsequent to its Rejection. 
Still, even in the last Days of December, 
17S3. when dismissed from Employment, he 
remained the nominal Head of a considerable 
Party; upon many Individuals composing 
vhich, it was natural to suppose that an 
Impression might be made, by Representar 
tioDs addressed to their Principles, their 
Passions, or their Interests. Nor can Mr. 
Pitt, standing as he did, in the critical, as 
well as hazardous Predicam^it,- of having 
accepted the first Offices of Government, 
unsupported in one House of Parliament ; 
be blamed for availing himself of every fiiir 
or honorable Means, to diminish the Majo- 
rity possessed by his Adversaries. I am at 
the same Time persuaded, from the Eleva- 
tion of his Mind, and the Purity of his Prin* 
eiples, that he was incapable of authorizing, 
no less than Robinson would have disdained 
to practise, any other Methods of procuring 
Adherents, than such as the British Consti- 
tution either recognizes, or which are in Fact 
inseparable from its practical Existence. 

Among the Persons of Eminence to whom 
Mr. Pitt had Recourse for Support, at this 
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delicate Crisis of his Ministerial Life, vheo 
every ParliameDtary Aid which could sns- 
feio him against the Coalition, was anxiously 
sought after, the late Lord Sackville attracted 
iiis Attention. That Nobleman had hitherto 
taken no decided Part in the Debates, du-^ 
ring the Progress of the " East India Bill ;" 
though he voted against it personally in both 
the Divisions which took Place on the 15th 
and 17th of December, in the House of Peers; 
He had, indeed, early considered it to be a 
Measure which would excite great Fermen- 
tation throughout the Country, as well as 
Opposition on the Part of the Crovt^n, when 
its political Consequences came to be well 
appreciated and understood. He even re- 
peatedly predicted, that it would probably 
overturn the Ministry of Lord North and 
Fox. Impressed with these Sentiments, he 
exhorted his Nephew, the Duke of Dorset^ 
who arrived in London from Paris, soon- 
after the Session opened ; to be cautious how 
he engaged himself too far iu supporting it, 
till he had ascertained and sounded the 
Ground. The Duke profited of the Advice. 
Lord Sackville, besides his own Vote, and 
hia Brother-in-law Lord Milton's Proxy, of 
which, from his Influence over that Noble-* 



.y Google 



684 - HISTORICAL [1783. 

inaD's Mind, he might be sliid to di^M>se, in 
the satDe House of ParliameDt ; brought in 
gratuftouiily two Members at East Grin- 
stead ;'-^or, he had a Mind too ooble ever 
to sell eithfei* of the' Seats ; — thus cOmmaodiiig 
or iDfluenciDg four Votes, io addition to bis 
own personal Weight and Connexions. 

1 cannot pass over Lord Milton, who was 
afterwards created Earl of Dorchester, witii- 
ODt 'saying a few Words respecting himself 
and his Family. He descended collaterally, 
if not directly, from Darner, the famous Miser, 
wfabm Swift has commemorated ; and Lord 
Milton had attained a very advanced Period 
of Life, at the Time of which I now speak. 
Neither his Person, nor his Manners, were 
attractive; but, though difficult of Access, 
reserved, and r^utsive in his Exterior, he 
possessed solid' intellectual Parts; and no 
Man of his high Rank in the Kingdom, 
entertained with greater Magnificence. In 
bis Youth, the Duel which he fought with 
Earl Paulet, bad rendered him scarcely less 
distinguished, than Lord Byron became in 
consequence of his fatal Encounter with Mr. 
Cbaworth; and neither the one, nor the 
other, remained exempt from R^ections od 
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' tbe Circumstances supposed to have respec- 
tively taken place. If Lord Byron was 
tried by his Peers, Loi^ Milton underwent 
scarcely a milder Inquest, from the Preju- 
dices imbibed respecting the Transaction. 
At his Seat of Milton Abhey in Dorsetshire, 
where he maintained a gloomy and seques- 
tered Splendor, analogous to his Character 
and Habits, he had made immiense landed 
Parchases ; which exhausting his pecuniary 
Means, extensiTe as they were, reduced him 
to a Species of temporary Distress, and 
realized Horace's 

" Hagfas inter Opes inops.*' 

His Palace in Town, contiguous to Hyde 
Park, from the secluded Life which Lord 
Milton led, Eind the very limited Nnmh^ of 
Persons who ever entered within its Gates, 
obtained the Denomination of " Milton's 
Paradise lost." His very Appearance conr 
veyed indeed an. Idea of " dry and bald 
" Antiquity," Misanthropy,, and Inaccessi-; 
fajUity ; but, when be tfccaaionally unbent 
himself in select Socijetyt his Conversittioift 
was interesting, often witty, and sometimes 
cheerful. Of his three Sons, I had the Honor 
to know only the second, who succeeded 
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liiB Father as Earl of Dorchester, and was 
ooe of the most engaging, lively, but, eccerr- 
trie Noblemen of his Time. It is difficult to 
convey an Idea of the Species of Humour 
that characterized him, which was truly 
original, and irresistibly comic : nor did he 
commonly impose any severe Restraints on ' 
its Indulgence. Lady Melbourne passing 
him, one very cold Day, in her Carriage, as 
he stood conversing with Partington, an 
eminent Solicitor, at the Corner of Lower 
Brook Street, Grosvenor Square, she bowed 
to him. Unwilling to take off his own Hat 
in the severe State of the Atmosphere, he 
instantly made free with that of Partington ; 
who having his Back towards Lady Mef- 
bourne, was not a little surprized at finding 
himself thus made the involuntary Instru- 
mentof Mr. Damer'tt good Breeding. Having 
however performed this Act of Civility by 
Proxy, he coolly replaced Partington's Hat 
on the Head of its Owner, with many Apo- 
logies for the Freedom. He survived his 
Father only a few Years,^ and dying unmar- 
ried, a Martyr to the Gout, the Title of 
Earl of Dorchester expired in his Person. 
I resume the Thread of Public Affairs. 
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During the Christmas Recess, after the 
Adjourntnent of the two Houses, Lord 
Sackville weat down to his Seat at Drayton. 
Mr. Pitt having applied to a Member of the 
House of Peers, requesting bis Exertions to 
procure Lord Sackville's personal Attend- 
ance and Support in that Assembly, at a 
Moment of such Difficulty ; he mentioned 
my Name to the Minister, as a Person 
capable, from the Friendship with which 
Lord Sackville honored me, of facilitating 
his Wishes on the Subject. The Nobleman 
in Question subsequently called on me, at a 
Tery late Hour of the Night, of the 2&tb of 
December, after I was in Bed,' and ac> 
qilainted me with the above-mentioned Cir- 
cumstances. Impelled by the Wish of serving 
Mr. Pitt, and supporting His Majesty's Go- 
vernment, I waited on him, next Morning, 
at his Brother Lord Chatham's House in 
Berkeley Square, where he then resided; 
and at his Desire undertook the Service. 
But, I candidly informed him at the same 
Time, that, from my Knowledge of Lord 
Sackville's political Sentiments, and for the 
obvious Reasons which must render Lord 
Howe, as well as the Marquis of Carmar- 
then, who were both Members of ih^ neij 
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AdministratioD,perBODallydista8tefuUDhifn; 
1 doubted his CompliaDce, unless the Solici- 
tations were sustained from varioDs Qiiarters. 
And 1 exhorted him^ not only to write, him- 
self, to Lord Sackville, hot, to procure similar 
AppIicatioiM from his three personal Friends 
in the Cabinet; the Chancellor, the Lord 
President, and Lord S^dn^. Mr. Pitt 
readil; adopted the Suggeetiott. I then as- 
sured him that I would set off on the follow- 
ing Day; it being previously settled, that 
the Messenger, who was to be chaiged with 
the ministerial Letters for Drayton, should 
not pass me on the Road, but allow me to 
arrive before him at my Destination. 

On the ensuing Moniing, being the Slat 
of December, I left London very early, in 
order to have Time for conversing with the 
Duke of Dorset, in my Way to Lord Sack- 
ville. The Duke was then on a Visit at 
Lord Salisbury's, at Hatfield. I acquainted 
him with the Object of my Journey, in the 
Success of which he co-operated with all his 
Exertions. It was past Ten at Nig^t what 
I reached Drayton, in most inclement Wea^ 
ther. Lord Sackville, whom I found en- 
gaged at Chess with his youngest Daughter, 
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expressed some Surpnize at mj first Entrancd 
into the Apartment But, his natural Pene- 
tration soou led him to conceive, that my 
Visit at such a Season, must have originated 
in a deeper Motive than Friendship or 
Amusement. As soon as we were alone, 
I therefore told faim the Cause of my un- 
expected Arrival, and related every Circum- 
stance that had taken Place, except the 
Advice which I had ventured to offer Mr. 
Pitt, respectingApplicationsA'om bis Friends 
in the Cabinet. Next Day, the Messenger 
brought the Dispatches; and Lord Sack- 
ville, after perusing them, Returned the An- 
swer which I had foreseen ; namely, that 
" though he neither desired, nor would ac- 
" cept any Office under Ministry, nor ask 
" any Favour from th6 new Administration, 
'* either for himself, or for his Connexions ; 
" yet, that his Principles, and the dutiful 
" Submission that he felt towards His Ma- 
'* jesty, would impel him to give every Sup- 
" port to the Government, in the present 
'* -arduous Crisis of public Affairs." He 
punctually performed this Promise, evincing 
himself a steady Friend to the Ministry, 
during the whole future I^rogrew of the 

VOL. III. 2¥ V . . . 
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er^ntfiil Contest then carrying on in Pjurlift- 
igent. 

[1784. — Ist—lOUi J^apuai?.] ft was not, 
however, by indivtdaal Applications of any 
Kind. Dor even by private Exertions and 
Assistance, however successful they might 
be, nor even by the persooai Interference o£ 
the Sov^reig^ himself, that Mr. Pitt could 
have been maintained in Office. The Pub- 
lic, and the Public only, enabled him to 
defeat the powerfnl Phalanx drawn up 
against him. During the two first Weeks 
of December, while the Fate of the " India 
" Bill" remained still doubtful, the Com- 
mittee of Proprietors, which sat unintermit- 
tingly in L<eadenhall Street, sounded the 
Alarm from one End of the Kingdom, to' 
the other Extremity. A Member of r that> 
Committee^ who took an . active Part . in 
thdr Deliberations, assured me, that in tiie 
circular Letters which they addressed to 
almost every Town, or Corporate Body 
throughout Great Britain; they conteqted 
themselves with saying in few Words, " Our 
" Property and Charter are forcibly invaded : 
" Look to your own !" This laconic Invo- 
cation bore some Analpgy to one of the pu- 
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ritoDical Appeals made under Charles the 
First, to the English People, ^ivhen, in the 
Language oi Scripture, their Leaders ex- 
claimed, " To your Tents, O, Israel I" A 
Copy of Fox's Bill, enclosed) which senred 
as the best Commentary on tiie Text, soon 
produced a corresponding and general Ef- 
fect. Ridicule and Satire joined their Aid 
to expose the CotUition to Laughter or Con- 
tempt. Two Prints in particular, lioth con- 
ceived with admirable Humour, were circu- 
lated throughout the Metropolis. In one, 
Fox, under the Character of a " Political 
'" Sampson," appeared carrying away on his 
Shoulders the India House, that he had 
pulled down ; out of the Windows of which 
Edifice, the terrified Directors were endea- 
vouring to effect tlieir Escape. The other 
Print, denominated " The triumphal Entry 
" of Carlo Khan into Delhi," displayed the 
Secretary of State, habited in the Costume 
of a Mogul Empsror, seated on an* Elephant, 
whose Countenance bore a moat striking 
Resemblance to Lord North ; end preceded 
by Burke, as his Trumpeter. It is difficult 
to conceive the moral Operation, and wide 
Difiiision, of these Caricatures, through 
•voy Part of the Country. 
2t2 
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Towards the CommeDcemeDt of the new 
Year, the First Minister exhibited, (pertiapi 
not without profound Design,) a Proof of 
Power, which his Predecessors had never 
been able to display during their Adminis- 
tration ; by devating his Relation and active 
Supporter, Mr. Thomas Pitt, to the Peerage. 
Burke, only a few Daya afterwards, allud- 
ing to the Circumstance, in the Course of _ 
one of his Speeches, obserred, " A Persoo 
" who waa very recently a Member of this 
" Assembly, has just been, — not transport- 
" ed, — but, translated, to a Place of Rest ; 
" the House of Peers; which Place, Lord 
" Chesterfidd used sometimes to denominate 
<* the Hospital of Incurables, or of Invalids. 
" — ThePersonwhoDiImean,iBliordCamel- 
" ford, who, like Elijah, has been rapt up into 
" the Heaven of Rest. To whom, he has 
" left his Cloak, it is not my Business to 
" enquire." Then having read several Pas- 
si^;es from a Pamphlet, attributed to Mr. 
Thomas Pitt, in which Production, the con- 
stitutional Right of the House of Commons 
^ advise the Sovereign, was strenuously 
maintained, and eloquently enforced ; Burke 
added, " Pta-haps, this Pamphlet may be 
" conaider«d as his Cloak, which he has left 
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" to his Disciple on the Treasury Bench." 
Pitt, who waa present, did not condescend 
to notice such an Attack. 

Before the Month of January elapsed, two 
other Individuals, namely, Mr. Carteret, Bro- 
ther of Lord Weymouth; and Mr, Eliot, 
Member for Cornwall whose eldest Son mar- 
ned Lady Harriet Pitt, in the Course of the 
subsequent Year ; were raised by him to the 
same Dignity. He probably meant to shew 
his Adherents, as well as his Opponents, in 
the House of Gommonn, the Facility with 
which he disposed of the Honours of the 
CrowD, withheld by the S(>Tereign from the 
Coalition; and consequently, the Rewards 
which might attend thdr early repairing to 
the royal Standard. In order to counteract 
this Display of Ministerial Favor, and with 
a View to keep their 'Forces tc^ther, bis 
Antagonists were said to have promised a 
long List of contingent British Peerages, 
«xceediDg thirty in Number, to their principal 
friends in the lower House. The Names 
of these Gentlemen were in general Circular 
tion ; and the greater Part of them have 
fliuce, at different Periods subsequent to the 
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French Revolution, received from Pitt the 
Boon, which they bad foiled to obtain from 
the Coalition Administration. 

[12th January.] Whatever favorable Ef- 
fect, the Peerage conferred by the Minister 
on Mr. Thomas Pitt, might produce within 
the Walls of the House of Commons; an 
Act which he' performed soon afterwards, 
operated for more beneficially for him with- 
out Doors, on the Minds of the Public. Sir 
Edward Watpole's Death having vacated 
the lucrative Post of Clerk of the Pells in 
the Exchequer; Pitt, instead of taking it 
for himself, or conferring it on his Brodier 
Lord Chatham, as m^ht not only have 
seemed natural and veaial, but, as he was 
urged to do by fats political Friends ; imme- 
diately gave it to Coloniel Barr6, in order to 
extinguish the ample Fusion enjoyed by 
that Gentleman ever since Lord Shelfoume^ 
Accession to Power. So unusual a Proof 
of Superiority to pecuniary TMnptation, ex- 
hibited by a Man destitute of patrimonial 
Fortune ; ev&a though it mig^t have origin- 
ated in deep Policy, more than in Disinter- 
estedness, as his Edemies asserted or insinn- 
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ated; yet attracted jast Admiration, and 
extorted general Applause. Fox, neverthe- 
leas, while he admitted the abstract Merit 
of the Action itself, did not reprobate with 
less Severity, the Principles on which Pitt 
had acquired Possession of Office. Nor did 
he display with less Ostentation, on the 
Day when tiie House of Commons met, 
after its short Adjournment, the nnlimited 
Commaud that he exercised over the Mino- 
rity of that Assembly. Of this Empire he 
gave the most convincing Proof, by not only, 
in Parliamentary Language, taking Posses- 
sion of tiie House when it re-assembled; 
but, by precluding the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in Subversion of all Usag«^ 
from being heard, though chained with a 
Message from the King, till Fox had sub- 
mitted and carried five Resolutions, in a 
Committee on the State of the Nation.' 
Three of these, he moved, himself. The 
Other two, he dele^tM to Lord Surrey, 
who was ' Said to have been selected from 
among the numerous Candidates for Parlia- 
mentary Service, ih Cbusequence of a classic 
Riecomm^adation. It having been agitated 
dt the Meeting of the Opposition, held on 
die preceding Evening, at Burlington Housed 
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what Individual to choose for briDg:iDg for^ 
ward two of the Resolutions nejct Day, in 
the House of Commons ; and Opinions being 
divided on the Subject, Sheridan, when asked 
for his Sentiment, exclaimed with Richard, 

" Saddle black Surrey for the Field to-mornnr !" 

Throughout the whole Debate wbicb took 
Place on that Occasion, Fox appeared as the 
Arbiter of the Scene, propelling, restraining, 
and directing the Machine, according to his 
Volition ; while the Minister, sustained only 
by the vast Powers of his Mind, and a Con- 
sciousness of possessing equally the royal 
and the popular Favor, struggled vainly 
.against the Current. He was borne away, 
together with his Followers, by its Violence ; 
after making an eloquent and masterly, but, 
' ineffectual Appeal to the Candor of his Audi^ 
ence. Erskine, who performed a conspicuous 
Part during the Discussion of that memorable 
Night, was placed, if I may so express myself, 
by Fox, in the front Hanks. In the Course 
of a long Speech, he drew a Parallel, or 
rather, a Contrast, between the late Secre- 
tary of State, and the actpal First Minister. 
The latter, he depictured as devoured by an 
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insatiable Thirst of Power, and throwing 
into Confusion the whole Frame of Govern- 
ment, in Order to attain the highest Offices 
of State, without passing through any subor- 
dinate Employments. " How differeut," con- 
tinued be, " has been the Progress of my 
" .Honorable Friend ! He was not hatched 
" at once into a Minister, by the Heat of his 
" own Ambition. He, passed through the 
"inferior Gradations, and matured bis Ta- 
" tents, in long, as well as laborious Opposi- 
'* tioQ ; arriving by the natural Progress of 
" his powerful Mind, to a Superiority of 
" political "Wisdom, universally felt and ac- 
" knowledged." The Parody which he drew 
from the fourth Scene of the third Act of 
*' Hamlet," intended to display Pitt under 
two opposite Points of View ; first, as a 
'Patriot, when fonOerly united with Fox, and 
next, as the Creature -of Secret Influence ; 
did not however appear to produce on his 
Hearers, the same strong Impression, which 
the Citations from " Julius Caesar," had 
done, when applied to Fox, by Scott, and 
by Arden. Powis, though he continued to 
speak of the late East India Bill, in Terms 
.of the strongest Abhorrence, as a Measure, 
.which, if it had not been frustrated, would 
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have ioflicted a mortal Blow on onr consti- 
tutiooal Frame; yet expressed his ardent 
Wish, that the State might not lose the Be- 
nefit of Lord John Cavendish's Inte^ty, and 
of Fox's resplendent Abilities. " It would 
" immortalize," he said, " the Indiridual 
'.' who could effect a Reconciliation, and 
" produce a Union, between the late Secre- 
" tary, and the present Chancellor of the £x- 
" chequer." Widely different was the Lan- 
guage held by Mr. Palteuey, and by Goro*- 
nor Johnstone. Those two Brothers, acting 
to a certain D^ee iu Concert, extended an 
invaluable Assistance to tiie new Adminis- 
tration. The elder, Mr. Pulteney, who re- 
presented Shrewsbury ; under a very forbid- 
ing Exterior, and a still more n^lected, or 
almost thread-bare Dress, which he usually 
wor^ concealed strong Sense, a masculine 
Understanding, and' very independant, aa 
well as upright Principles of Action. Nor 
did he want a Species of Eloquence, though 
it could boast of no Elegance or Ornament. 
Representing in Consequence of his Mar- 
riage, the Name and Family of Pulteney, so 
eminent under the Reign of George the Se- 
cond ; inhabiting the Mansion of tiie cele- 
brated Earl of Bath, in Piccadilly ; and Heir 
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matrimonial to that diatingnuhed NoblemaQ's 
vast landed Property ; Pulteney was always 
heard with Attention. 

Fox, in a Speech of the most inflammatory 
and criminating Description, having rung the 
Changes npon Secret Influence, conceided 
Advisers, and all the Apparatus of the Back 
Stairs, by which he accused his Rival of 
having unconstitutionally ascended to Power; 
and having strenuously exhorted the House 
to adopt Measures without Delay, for pre- 
venting the Possibility of their own Dissolu- 
tion, Pulteney rose. " The present Mo- 
*' ment," observed he, " calls on every Man 
". to come forward, and I do not hesitate to 
'* assert, that lar from approving Resolutions 
" calculated to prolong the Duration of this 
" Assembly ; I thinlt, whenever it is sus- 
'* p'ected that the House of Commons does 
" not speak the Sentim^its of the People, it 
" ought to be dissolved. That Suspicion is 
" strongly entertained at this Time, because 
" the House has passed a Sill which is re- 
" probated by the Nation. I will even go 
" further, and maintain, that the more violent 
" are the Resc^utions into which they enter^ 
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" with a View to prevent their DissolutioQ, 
" the more onght their political Extinction to 
" be accelerated. Much Obloquy and Cla- 
" mour have been excited relative to Secret 
" Influoice. But, -even if it existed, I aee 
" no ipjurious Consequences to be appre- 
*' headed from its Operation :^tbr, as every 
"Measure advised, can only be carried into 
" Effect by efficient Ministers, they must be. 
" devoid of all Honour or Spirit, if they 
'* vould execute Measures not their own. 
" On the other Hand, he must be a dastardly 
" Minister, who, finding Parliament engaged 
" in prosecuting Measures odious to the 
" Country, would hesitate to advise their 
" Dissolution. And does any Man doubt, 
" that a House of Commons may speak a 
" Language opposed to the Sentiments of the 
*' Country ? The Support which the noble 
" Lord in the blue Ribband, found within 
" these Walls, during successive Years, when 
" prosecuting the American War, may con- 
" vince the most incredulous Person. I do 
" not scruple to declare, that the Adminis- 
" tration just dismissed from Power, formed 
" a Blockade roiiod the sacred Person of the 
" Sovereign, and endeavoured to despoil 
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" bim of every Attribute of MEgesty, except 
" its external Decorations, or its empty Par- 
" geantry." 

Tbose Opinious which Pulteney always 
maintained with stem Sererity, but, in tem- 
perate Lai^uage, Governor Johnstone en- 
forced with the Violence of Manner and 
Tone, characteristic of his natural Disposi- 
tion. " [Qstead," exclaimed he, "ofadmit- 
" ting that the Horrors and Rapacity of the 
" £ast India Bill, produced its Rejection in 
" the upper House, the late Secretary tells 
*' us that it proceeded entirely from Secret 
" Influence. But, what Proof of the pre- 
"tended Fact does be adduce P None. It 
" is merely the . Catch-word of a Party, in- 
'* vented to delude the credulous Vulgar, 
*' and to render the Sovereign, or his Ser- 
" vants, unpopular. The same Cry was 
" raised against the noble Lord in the blue 
" Ribband ; but he now protests that no 
" such Influence ever existed, to his Know- 
" ledge. Indeed, he must either confess 
" that such was the Case, or subscribe to his 
." own Meanness in submitting to it What 
*' stronger Attestation can be given that it 
>' is chimerical, since the noble Lord, though 
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" DOW acting in perfect Concert vith his Tate 
" Colleague, and willing to avail himself by 
" every Expedient, of the Clamoui' of the 
" Hour ; yet, when called on to speak from 
" his own personal Experience while First 
" Minister, declares the Accusation to be 
" totally groundless? — The present Pro- 
" ceediog appears to me to have been open 
." and avowed, not concealed. A noble 
" Earl, convinced of the fatal Consequences 
" which must have resulted from the East 
" ludia Bill, both to the Sovereign and to 
" his fellow Subjects ; is said to have de- 
*' manded ati Audience, in which he fully 
" ex[Uained them to His Majesty. The 
" Nobleman in Question having related the 
" Purport of this Interview, and its Opera- 
" tion on the royal Mind, to various of his 
** Friends, a R^istance was set on Foot to 
" oppose the Passage of the Measure itself 
" tiirough tbeuppdr House. A Change of 
" Administration naturally and properly fol- 
" lowed. What I are we to deny the King 
" the Privil^e of conversing with his own 
" Subjects and Nobles ! If so, we deprive 
" him of the Power of dismissing his Minis- 
" ters." — " We have doubtless a Right to 
" d^nand iksX the Government shall be 
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" entrusted.to Men of Ability and lDt^;rity. 
" But, if these Qualities are found in the 
" present Cabinet, and if the Measures which 
** they propose, appear to be wise, it is the 
" Height of Faction to refuse our Support 
" to such Men." 

Stimulated by the personal Attacks made 
upcm him, not only by Fox, but, &om vari- 
ous other Quarters of the House ; all accu> 
sing him of the Attainment of Power through 
Secret Influence, and demtoiding an unequi- 
vocal Explanation of bis Intentions relative 
to tho PissolutioQ of Parliament ; the Chui- 
cetlor of the Exchequer now came forward in 
his own Person. Having denied in the n)os.t 
positive Terms, the All^^tions advanced 
to prove bis unconstitutional Attainmait of 
Office, '* I declare," continued he, " that I 
" came up no Sack Stairs. When my So- 
" vereign was pleased to send for me, in 
" Order to know whether I would accept of 
" Employment, I was compelled to go to 
" the royal Closet : but I know of no Secret 
" lufluepce. My own Integiity forms my 
*' Protection against such a concealed Agent; 
" and whenever I discover it, the House m^y 
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" rest assured, I will not remuD one' Hour 
" in the Cabinet ! / will neither have the 
'* Meanness to act upon Advice given by 
" Others, nor the Hypocrisy to pretend, when 
" the Measures of an Administration in which 
" I occupy a Place, are censured, that they 
" were not of my advising. Jf any former 
" Ministers are hurt by these Charges, to 
" them he the Sting! Little did I conceive 
" that I should ever be accused within 
" these Walls, aa the Abettor and the Tool 
" of Secret Influence ! The Nature and. the 
^ " Singularity of the Imputation, only render- 
" it the more contemptible. This is the sole- 
" Reply that I shall ever dei^ to make. 
" The Probity and Rectitude of my private, 
*' as well as of my public Principles, will 
" ever constitute my Sources of Action. I 
" never will be responsible for Measures not 
" my own, nor condescend to become ~the 
" Instrument of any secret Advisers what- 
" ever.— With Respect to the Questions put 
" to me on the Subject of k Dissolution of' 
" Parliament, it does not become me to 
*' comment on the Expressions composing' 
*' the gracious Answer of the Severe^, de- 
" Hvered by him (torn the Throne. Neither 
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" will I aHDpromize the royal Pt&ngsdyet 
" norhergahi it away in the House of <!oid- 



Thia Speech, the Dignity, Elevation, and 
Firmneas of which, it is hot easy to aj^Mre^ 
ciate fully, when we reflect that it was |ffo* 
nonnced by a Minister, in an Aasemhly of 
which his AdTersariee possessed a decided 
Migority ; called up Lord North. I thi^ 
I neTea* saw him so much agitatCid, except 
ODce, when Barr^ was the Cause. He coqld 
. not indeed remain silent unda* Imputations 
so severe and pointed, as were those levelled 
at him by Pitt. With more Indignation than 
was natural to him, he repelled the Churges 
of M&auuss and ffjfpoeri^ : — Accusations^ 
which, he said, were the most grqss and 
scandalous that he had evo* h^ard withifi 
the Walls of that House. Sberidaii r^orted 
on the Chancellor of the Exchequer witii 
still greater Asperity; applying to his nunis* ' 
terial Conduct, the very Epitiiets which Pitt 
had used, whoi addressing Lord North. 
Rigby even indirecdy accused the Minister, 
of putting a Fallacy into the sacred Mouth 
of M^esty, with Intention to deceive that 
Assembly. Alluding to die late Antw^ 
VOL. III. 2 z 
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from the Tfarane, to die Address of the Cout- 
moDs, be observed tiiat " a THewpiie So^ 
*' citor, he was persuaded, would not have 
" descended to to low and scandalous a 
" Mode ofDeception,ifanyIntaition existed 
** of dissolving; Partiament, after the Assn- 
" ranees to the contrary given by the Kii^." 
Chie of Lord Sarrey's Motions, calculated to 
stigmatize His Majesty paistmally, as having 
p«initted " bis sacred Name to be nnconstt- 
" tutionally used, in order to affect the Deli- 
" berations of ParUament ;" was voted by a 
very considerable Migority, in a crowded 
House, at seven o'Clock in the Morning. 
Yet^ even amidst so conspicuous a Triumph. 
Fox m^ht find Subject for just Apprehoi- 
sion, in his already diminished Numbers. 
Instead of dividing, as he h^ done before 
the Recess, nearly ttno to <me upon almost 
every Qoestion, he carried the first Divi- 
sion against Administration, npon " going 
** into the Committee on the Order of the 
" Day," by only tktrtjf-msie ; though four 
hundred and twoity-five Members voted on 
the Occasion. Lord Surrey's Resolution 
passed, it is true, hy^Jhf-fow; but, as only 
three hundred and tiiirty-eight Persons voted 
on that Question, it appeared evident that 
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the Augmentatton on the Side of OppositioD, 
arose from the betttf DiscipliDe and closer 
Attendance enforced among^ their Followers, 
than was observed by the Adherents of Go- 
vanment. When Fox, elated by his Ad- 
Tantage, attempted, four Days aiterwards, 
on the lOth of January, to make the House 
declare, that " the Continuance of Ministers 
** in Office, was contrary to the Principles 
" of the Con^tution," he fonnd his Msgo- 
rity declined to twetUjf-one, on a Division 
where three hundred and eighty-nine Mem- 
bers voted. His Parliamentary Ascendancy 
therefore, however apparently imposing, pal- 
pably rested on a most precarious and de- 
caying Foundation. 

[16th January.] Some Features of this 
Discussion, which took Place on the State 
of the Nation, were of a Nature to make 
a deep Impression on the Memory. I have 
already maitioned, Uiat during the Existence 
of Uie CoaUtion Administration, Intentions 
had unquestionably been nourished, of trans- 
porting Lord North to the upper House of 
Parliament: — Intentions, the Accomplish- 
ment of which was frustrated by the King. 
Powis, during the Debate in Question, hav- 
2z2 
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iag ezpwsBed his anxious Wish, thaX a Umoa 
might take Place between Pitt and Fox; 
after pasguig fery high £Bconii«tD»ioD'botii, 
as Men of transcendent Abilities, fitted fiw 
the Government of a great Country, ' addcd^ 
" Idonot,hoveTer, approve of the' Coalition 
" between the late Secretary of State, and 
" the noble Lord in the blue Ribband. 
" The Ambition of the former, is indeefl 
" laudable in itself; but, i believe he is' not 
*' delicate about t^ Means of its Gratifica* 
" tion. I perceive likewise plainly, the Kt 
" ficulty of inducing the two Right Honoor- 
" able Gentlemen to act tc^ther : — Sot, tiri 
" noble Lord must not be di^;raced. He 
" shines indeed no longer, except with a 
" borrowed Light. He is a Man of whom 
** I cannot say, Idudandus; bnt, Mtumdus, 
"' tottenAta. I would that such could be 
" the Case." Lord North, in Uie Coursfe of 
his Speech, having alluded with great good 
Humour, to Powis's Obs^r^bns, however 
painAil, on hia shining with a borrowed 
Lustre; observed, that a classic Expression 
had been applied to bim, though with ths 
Difference of a Monosyllable }—KON ktudait- 
diu; — omandui, — toitaidus. " I hope," 
eontianed he, " toUendut is not to be nn- 
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** dwstood in the wont Sense, It is not 
" nieant to kili me. It is only intended 
"that I stionld be [orntrndus i—^in vulgar 
" English, kicked up Sttars. But, Sir, I 
" fee) no Inclination to be kicked up Sttdrs. 
" I should be very nnwiUing to stand in the 
" Way. of any potittcal Agreement which 
" might be beneficial to the Country ; yet I 
" vill ' not go up to the House of Peers. 
" I_wiU ranain in tfai? Assetnbly, for the 
" Purpose «f defeodii^ my Honour and 
" Character. I^ in the Course of Nature, 
'' such aU Event should indeed take Place, 
" I shall esteem it a v«*y gre^t Distifiction, 
*' I mean, pronded the present Ministers 
" will suffer this House to retain its f^>pro- 
" priate Privileges in the British Frame of 
** Constitution. If they do not suffer any 
" Constitution at ^1 to survive, then 1 wilt 
" repair to that House, as to a Place of Rest, 
" a Place o( Sle^, where I may repose 
" during the Rest of my Life. But, neither 
*' my Honour nor my Character will allow 
" me at presoit to accept of a Peerage. Its 
*' Acceptance would place me in Agrippina's 
" Situation, whm she says, • Je vois eroitre 
" If* Momtatrs, et tomber vton CrSdit.'" 
So much Suavity, Taste, and Wit; did that 
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most amiable, as well as accomplished 
Nobleman, nsually mix np with hie Ad 
dreeses to ParliameDt! 

He had oot many fmitators ; — for, never, I 
believe, were Debates conducted with more 
Asperity and personal RecrimioatioD, than 
during the Period of Pitfs and Fox's Con- 
test for Power. Accusations the most futile 
and unbecoming in their Nature, were pre- 
ferred on both Sides, with the View of roi- 
dering each other odious to the Nation. Sir 
Richard Hill, Manber for Shropshire, ani- 
madverted with some Severity, on the fre- 
quent Attendance, and Marks of warm 
Interest exhibited by the Prince of Wales, 
while present in the lower House. " What- 
" ever Censure may be lavished on secret 
" Influence," observed he, " corrupt Influ- 
" ence must necessarily be pernicious. The 
" fermer may produce possible Beoe6t. The 
" latter never can, under any Circumstances. 
*' What might be the Consequence, if it 
" should happen that oh Heir apparent at- 
*' tended the Debates of this Assembly, and 
" endeavoured by his Looks or Gestures, to 
" countenance a Faction, and to it^uence 
** individwd Votes ? Might not such Cod- 
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" duct be esteemect a Species of comipt In- 
^* fluence?" A very general Cry of Order! 
acGOtnpaDied with Tratimooies of Disappro- 
batioD, arising from various Parts of the 
House; Lord Melbourne, who then occu- 
pied the Place of a Gentl^lDan of the Bed- 
.chamber to die Prince of Wales, declared 
that the Words spoken, amounted to a direct 
Attack ou His Royal Highness, and there- 
fore he should demand Proof of the alledged 
JPact. Sir Richard replied, that " the PriiKa 
." to whom he alluded, was only a snppo- 
" sititious P»8onage." Lord pelaval, on 
whom the CotfiUitm Ministers had conferred 
an Irish Peerage, only a few Months earlier ; 
and who was raised to the British Peerage 
by Pitt, about two Years later ;— a Noble- 
man with whom T bad the Honour of being 
jnueh acquainted, and whom I may have 
Occasion to mention again in some Part of 
these Memoirs ; — rose to remark, that " the 
" Prince of Wales acted most wisely in 
" attending Debates, for the Purpose of im- 
" bibiag just Ideas of that Constitutioo, 
'* which mnst probably at some future Day 
"be placed under his Protection, as its 
" natural Guardian." But, Hilt, hot at all 
disconcerted, calmly answered, that *' for 
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" siloh Purposes aa those jast mentioned, 
" he could have no Ol^ection to His Royal 
** Highness's Appearaoce in that House." 
Hare the Conversatioa terminated. 

The Prince, though iir(Hii D^erence to his 
Father's Wishes, signified to him, he had ab- 
sented himself on the Day when " the East 
*' IndiaBilfwas finally rejected in the upp«- 
House, yet did not the less retain and avow 
his Prec^Iection for its Authors. His Pre- 
sence in the House of Conunons, among 
the Peers, where he took his Place under 
the Gallery, might ther^ore be considered 
as indhrectly encouraging to Fox and tfa^ 
CaaUtiou. Fredeiie, Prince of Wales, his 
Grandfather, had however, as is well known, 
given the same Marks of Partiality to the 
Minority which drove Sir Robert Walpole 
from Power, in the Banning of 1741, with- 
oat exciting any OommeDt or Dis^proba- 
tion. Pulteoey, then at the Head of Oppo- 
sition, even alluded in one of his Speeches, 
to his CouBciousness of the august Personage 
before whom he spoke. Sir Richard Hill, 
whom I very particularly knew, was one of 
the most upright, disinterested, and honest 
Men who ever sat in Parliament. Andrew 
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MarvM wan not' taore> iocwniptv but, his 
rdi^ons Cast of Character laid him open to 
the Sh^ ofHifUcale. His Manners were 
quaint and pttritanical ; his Addi^ss, shy 
and ranbarrassed. He possessed however a. 
most hieneroleiit Disposition, together with 
B great Estate, which enabled him to gratify 
his generous and philanthropic Feelings. 
Sir Richard, &ougb he attained to old Age^ 
bmg, I b^ier^ serentjT'fiTe at the 'Kme of 
his Decease, remained always unrnfuried. 
In the SimpKdty, Singularity, and £c<ientri- 
citiefl of his Character, as weH as Deport- 
ttKmt, h« fdway« raninded me of Addison's 
Sir Roger de Corerley. The " Rolliad," 
which treats him with great Severity, de- 
»crR>es bim as 

<• FriMM) of Kbv G«»:ge, bti^ of King Jomh more." 

In the same Manner, the £arl of Dartmouth, 
while a Membo- of Lord North's Cabinet, 
being likewise known to entertain very deep 
Sentiments of Rel^on, had obtained irom 
the Opposition of that Time, the Nick-name 
of " the Psalm Sij^er." 

The indecorous Personality of Debate 
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that distingtiiflbeil the lower Houae, dariiif 
ihis extrwN^ioary Crisis of Ajftin, ftfo- 
duced Scenes appsrently anbecoffling the 
Assembly where tbey originated, tmd such 
.as we would Tainlj expect to fiod in more 
.tranquil Periods of onr Parliamraitary His- 
tory. General Ross, a M«i of Toy eccen- 
.tric Mfuiners, rising in his Place, accused a 
.Lord of the Bedchamber, the £arl of Cal- 
loway, with endeavonring to influence his 
Vote, by Allusions or direct Intimations of 
ttie royal Displeasure at his supportiBg 
the CtHiUtioH, Lord Galloway's Brother, 
the Honorable Keith Stewart, read a writt^i 
Denial of the Assertkm : but, the Goieral 
persisted in maintaining the Charge. £[« 
had served with great Gallantry and Dia* 
tinction, under General Eliott, during the 
itiemorable Siege of Gibraltar; where he 
conunanded the Troops employed on the 
27th of NoTcmb^, 1781, i» the SaJfy made 
from the Garrison with such Success, wbeQ 
the lAn&s and Batteries of the Besi^ers, 
were burned or destroyed. This extraoi^ 
dinary Attack op Lord GaUoway, was com- 
monly dcDominated -" Goieral Rose's SaUif" 
Lampoon*, a Wei^n, in the Management 
<of which, the Opposition unquestionably ex- 
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ceHed their OppoQents, were circulated with 
great Assiduity and Effect In oae of tbem, 
Stewart was thus apostrophized : 

" CaptuD Kalh, Captiin Kddi, 
Keep TOUT Taogae in jour Teeth, 

Lest you Beddumber Secrets betray ! 
Aod if you want more. 
Why, iny bold Commodore, 

You may borrow of Lord GsUoway.* 

Keith Stewart, who waa a Captain in the 
Royal Navy, bad incurred, as a professional 
Man, some Censure or Reflectioas, perbajw 
very unjustly, during the War with HoUuid, 
for havinft; allowed a homeward bound Dutch 
Ship of War to slip through the Downs, and 
, reach the Texel, white he was said to have 
beoi on Shore at Deal. His Brotb^, Lord 
Galloway, havii^, like £x)rd Sandwich, the 
Inside of his Month most defectively fur- 
nished for Purposes of Mastication, it was 
well known, . used a complete Set of arti- 
ficial Teeth. Sir Richard Hill, accustom^ 
almost always to draw his Allusions or Au- 
thorities firom Holy Writ, endeavoured to 
prove that even Benefits might result from 
.secret Inflnence, .by adducing the Instances 
of Haman and of Mordecai. " The honest 
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" Imraelite," be obeerved, " repaired jm> 
^' vately to Court, and averted tbe Danger 
" which threatened the People of God, 6vm 
" Hainan's Ambition ; who bang driven from 
" the Cabinet, was finally suspended on a 
" Gibbet" I thought however, at the Time 
when Sir Richard pronounced this Speech, 
that Pitt was not perfectly pleased with tbe 
Comparison made betwe^ himself and Mor- 
decai. Even Duudas, who might have been 
esteemed incapable of descending to such 
Modes of Attack; yet, when referring to 
L^'s very imprudent Assertion, mad^ I 
think, on tbe 12th - of .Jannaly, that " a 
*' Charter was only a Scroll of Parchment,^ 
" witb a Piece of Wax dangling to it ;" ob- 
served, that it had been ' asked with equal 
Reason, " What was the great Harm of 
" hanging an Attorney General ? An hanged 
'* Attorney General, was only a Carcase 
" dangling at the End of a Rope." She- 
ridan, bowevo', retorted on him with equal 
Ability and Severity, for this curious Meta- 
phor. Lord North did not scruple to ac- 
cuse the Ministers with canvassing for Votes, 
from one Extremity of the Kingdom, to 
tbe odier :— an Imputation repeated in still 
stronger Language by General Conway, who 
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denominated their Agents, Rat Catchers; 
bat, which Charge was repelled b; the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, as wholly destir 
tute of Proof. On the other Hand, fUgby 
complained that Rolunson, in tiie Antic^- 
tion of a speedy Dissolntioii of Parliamoit; 
had made Use of Ministerial inflnence, to 
affect the future Election of a Mnnber for 
. the Borough of Harwich ; though he did not 
think proper to ground any specific Motion 
•ohis Complain! 

Fox, alluding to the Reflections which 
had been thrown out by Sir Richard Hill, 
on the Prince of Wales, for attending Ques- 
tions under Agitation in that House, ex- 
claimed, with Warmth, " God forbid, that 
" Royal Personage should not participate 
" in its political Concerns! Where can be 
" so well imbibe a Knowledge'of the Princi- 
" pies of our ConstUntiOD,' as within th«se 
" Walts P How can he better illustrate the 
" Excellence of his Characto*, than by thiis 
" blending personal Respect for the King 
^ his Father, with Attachment to his Coun- 
*' try ?" Not deterred however by such Ob- 
kervations, from animadverting on other Cir- 
cumstances comiected with His Royal Higl^ 
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Dess's personal AppearaDce under die Gal- 
lery; the new Treasurer of the Nary re- 
marked bjrpothetically, that " if the great 
" Personage in Question, not content with 
" nierdy listening to the Debates, shoald 
*' on any Occasion testify by his BehaTiour 
" or Gesticnlatioiis, while in the House, a 
** Predilection or Partiality for any Set of 
" Men; siich Marks of his Prefereoce would 
" be unbecoming, and might operate aa a 
" Means of Influence." No Answer was 
given- by any Member of tbe Opposition, to 
the supposed Case thus stated : but Lord 
North, in the Course of die Evening, after 
expatiating on the raninent Virtues of the 
Heir Appar^it, expressed a becoming Ad- 
miration at " his att«iding the House of 
'* Commons, where he might imbibe the true 
" Spirit of our Constitution, and become ac- 
" quainted with tbe Nature of this limited 
" Crovernment, rather than listening to Flat- 
" terers." The Comments on this ddicate 
Sabject, proceeded no further, and were not 
rmewed during U>e Remainder of the Par^ 
liamoit. 

[23d Janaary.] The City of London led 
the Way to tbe rest of the Kingdom, by 
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goki^ ttp at this Jancture to the Foot of the 
Throne, mlh an Address, thankiug his Ma- 
jesty for the very InterfareDce, which tiie 
House ttf CommoDS bad pronounced to be 
subTersive of the Constitutioii. They re- 
torted at the same Time, upon the Audiors 
of Fox's India Bill, the Chai^ of " raising 
*' a Power uuknowD to this free GoTera- 
" meat, and highly inimical to its Safety." 
-Encouraged by such unequivocal Demon- 
strations of the Affection of the Metropolis, 
and of Ae corresponding Defection in the 
Opposition Ranks, Pitt had already framed 
end brought forward another £ast India 
Bill, the second Reading of which took 
Place at this Time. All the Faculties of 
the two great Leaders, who had originated 
those respective Measures, were exerted in 
its Attack and its Defence. Fox, aRer con- 
trasting its pret«ided Inefficiency tuid Fluc- 
tuation of System, with the Vigour which 
characterized his own Measure for the Go- 
vernment of our Asiatic Possessions, con- 
cluded by protesting, " If &e present Sili 
" ii adopted, the Company may continue to 
'* transmit Orders to their Servants. They 
" may fill their Dispatches, with Morals and 
" with Ethics ; but, all their Commands will be 
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" pemaisd with badiffereno^, and tamted with 
" Disrespect. ^ adopitdt I do not. keaiiate 
" to assert that India is lost, trreeoveFoi^ 
" lost /or ever." This most iinibrtUBate Pro- 
diction was not howerer meant so moob &fr 
Faturity, as calcqlated to -(^)crate.aD the 
A{q)rehenBions of bis AndUenoe. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, with more Atten- 
tion to the Patience of the Htiuae,, bnefiy 
pointed out the dangerous, as well as uneoh- 
stitutional Nature of the Foit^er, proposed 
by Fox to be vested in Lord Fitzwillianif 
** iudependant of the Crown; dependai^'on 
"die good Graces of the Ministers who 
** could command a Majority in Parliament" 
The Division took Place before Midnight 
when Pitt's BiU was rejected only hy. eight 
Votes, out of four hundred and thirty-six 
Persons who divided. Snch, indeed, was 
Fox's Consciousness of these Victories finally 
terminating in Defeat, that no soon^ had he 
thrown out the Bill of the Minister, than he 
moved for I^eave to introduce his own Bill 
a second Time ; but, so changed and modi* 
fied in its leading Principles, as to be 
scarcely recognizable for the same Measure. 
He unqnestionably perceived when too late, 
the Error into which his own ill regulated 
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Anlbition, spelled by Burke's ardeot and 
theoretical Spirit, had precipitated the Party. 
In Order therefore to conciliate the Favor 
of the House, and of the Country, to the 
Measure,' be now offered to abandon almost 
all its obnoxious Provisions; particulartyi 
the Patronage, which hajl excited so much 
Obloquy and Clamor. There remained only 
two fundamental Principles or Features, 
which he declared himself unable to retract ; 
namely, the Permanoicy of the System for 
the Government of India, under I^riiameo- 
tary, not Royal Authority; and secondly, 
that the supreme Control itself should be 
established, not on the Ganges, but here at 
Home. The Proposition, however, appeared 
to be no longer suited to the £xigeDcy. It is 
impossible not to accuse Fox of betraying 
Want of Judgment, throughout every Part of 
the Transactions which led to his ministerial 
Downfidl. A cautious, or atemperate States- 
man, would not have fiiniisbed the Sove- 
reign to whom .he was personally unaccept- 
fdile, with the Means of precipitating him 
from the Elevation which he h^ attained 
with so . much I^bor. Had the CotUition 
made a judicious and moderate Use of their 
Power, the King, however be might have 
VOL. III. 3 a 
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lunented bis Situation, could tact have li- 
berated bimself from their Yoke. tTiey en- 
abled him, by their Errors, to enaandpMe 
liimseir. When we reflect that tttiothc«r Co- 
alition, formed by Lords Grenville and Grey, 
UDinstrdcted by Experience, renews sdid 
exhibited m 1807, nearly the same Birdr, 
followed by the same Results, it afibrds M> 
conlmon Matter of Astonishment. 

After the Rejection of the Minlster'is BiH 
for the Government of India, Fox, svataineA 
-by Members in various Parts of the House, 
endeavoured to force from Pitt an explicit 
Declaration of his Intentions relative to a 
Dissolution of Parliamait: but, neitha 
Menaces nor Expostulations could pra- 
vail over his Determination to observo a 
profound Silence on that Point. He re- 
sembled a Rock, i^nat -which the Waves 
dashed and spent their Force. To GeoenU 
CoDway, who accused him of attaindHg 
Power by unconstitutional Means, and ex- 
isting by Corruption, he replied vriih great 
Dignity ; but, reftised to answer any Int*N 
ro^tories frtan Individuals. *' I will be ttie 
" sole Judge of my own Honour," said b^ 
** and thoi^h 1 have not been long bccus- 
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** tomed to the strong Language used within 
" theee Walls, yet, nei^er unsupported , 
" Slander, nor intemperate Threats, shall 
*' discompose my Tempw." Vainly Fox 
exhausted his Indignation on the Minister's 
" sulky Siloice, and Want of Decency to- 
*' wards the House." With as little Effect, 
Lord Surrey pledged himself, if Pitt per- 
sisted in denying the Information demanded, 
to bring forward a Motion of a compulsory, 
at a criminating Nature. Lord North and 
Sheridan, each, assailed him with every 
Weapon of Dehate : while Martin, notwith- 
standing his avowed Detestation of the Co- 
ahHon, declared that on this Occasion he 
Gould not support Administration ; hut, 
would abandon them, if the threatened Re- 
solution should be brought forward. Pitt 
renained immoTable. It was a Moment of 
Crisis; the Majority irritated, clamorous, 
and ripe to have come to a Vote of a violent 
Nature. But, Fox, who well knew that 
any such Act would only furnish a momen- 
tary Triompfa, followed by the Destruction 
of his Parliamentary Machinery, interposed 
witti apparent Moderation. " Perhaps," ob- 
terted he, " the Minister conceives that be- 
** canie he ha^ mmilted this House to snch 
3 A3 
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" a Point, he may proceed still farther. I 
" am Devertiielesa averse to take any iotem- 
" perate Advantage of his Cooduct." He, 
therefore, proposed an Adjournment of A 
few Honrr, 'till twelve o'Clock of the same 
Day, (Saturday, the 24th of January ;) ex- 
presRin^f bis Hope that a fall Attendance 
would then take place. His Expectations 
were realized; — for I have rarely witnessed 
a greater Number of Members than ass^n- 
bled OQ the Occasion, Fowis instantly ris- 
ing, with Marks of strong and visible Emo- 
tion, reiterated Fox's QuestiMi of the pre- 
ceding Night; but, Pitt, though he no longer 
declined making any Reply, yet was with 
Difficulty induced to guarantee the Exist- 
ence of the House of Commons, even. for 
eight and forty Hours. With that slenda: 
Assurance of their Duration, they instantly 
adjourned. 

Notwithstanding the rising Indignation of 
the Capital and the Country, which every 
Da; manifested itself with augmenting En- 
ergy, in Favour of Administration ; yet the 
Minister's Situation at this Juncture, equally 
painful in itself as it was without Precedent 
in our Parliatuehtary History, appeared to 
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be at Times not wholly exempt from per- 
soaal Danger. Fox might be said, without 
eiUier Metaphor or Exaggeration, to hold 
suspended ovfx his Head, the severest Marks 
. of the Indignation of an ofioided House of 
Commons. His Removal from the King's 
Presence and Councils, as an Enemy to his 
Country ; his Impeachment, or his Commit- 
ment to the Tower;— any, or all of these 
Propositions, might probably, nay, mi^t 
certainly have been carried, in Moments of 
Efferrescence, when the Passions of a po- 
pular Assembly, inflamed by such a Con- 
ductor as Fox, seemed to be ripe for any 
Act of Violence. The Irritation and Impa- 
tience produced by Debates, protracted or 
repeated Night after Night, rendered, bis 
Followers susceptible of Impressions the 
most hostile to the Minister ; who, in sullen- 
Itfajesty, or in contnmdious Silence, h^uid, 
nnmored, their clamorous Denunciations, 
Mated calmly on the Treasury Bench. Mr. 
Pitt displayed in that Situation, during suc- 
cessive Weeks, a Combination of Fortitude, 
Self-possession, Presence of Mind, and Abi- 
lity, which I never recollect without Admi- 
ration. He did not indeed manifest the Su- 
ftvity, Amenity, and Wit, of Lord North, or 



.y Google 



f^ UtSTOBICAL [1764. 

of Sheridan. But, atirays preserving the 
Command of himself, he was neTO* led into 
DeviationB from Caution and Pmdencey eren 
when he seemed most to set at Defiance, the 
Menaces of his Adversaries. If w« reflect 
on his Period of Life, our Surprize is aug^ 
mented. He constituted indeed in himself 
the Administration which he defended ; and 
which, without him, could not have been 
maintained for a single Week, in Existence. 

It may natundly be asked, why Fox, 
holding in his Hand so powerful an Engine 
as the Ms^ority of a House of Commons, 
which Assembly, he well knew, tnight every 
Day be dissolved ; and the individual Mmor 
faers composing which Superiority, he saw 
diminishing after almost ev&ry Debate or 
Division, in consequence of the natural 
Operation of a Variety of obvious Causes ; 
yet should never have let fall its Yeng«(uice 
on the Head of the Minister, whom be ap* 
parently held in his Power? Why, when 
he saw all the ordinary Expedients exhaust- 
ed or ineffectual, which might compel the 
King to dismiss his Administration, or ra- 
duce the Ministry to resign ; did be tamdy 
^ait, till Mr. Pitt's Measures being rip^ 



.y Google 



%7M.} HEMQIBft. 737 

tmd tke Conntry b^^Tiiig declared almOBt 
vpauimously on his Side, a Dissolution r«r 
duc^ tbe Coahtion to losigmficance, aod 
ov^whelmed their ill-concerted Schemes £or 
p^petuating thdr Authority ? Fox wanted 
•either Vigor, Decision, nor Inclination, 
to have anticipated bis own approaching 
Fall, uid the Extinction of his ambitious 
PlaBi0. Nor eould he deceive himself rela- 
tive to die political Destmction which imr 
prided over the CotUitiou, if they did mA 
prove viebnioDs in the actual Contest. How 
tb^ and on what Priociples of common 
Sense, are we to explain this seeming- Coa? 
tradiction ip )>is €ondqctF 

Fox possessed no absolute Certainty in 
the first Place, whatever he might believe, 
that the same Majority which had supported 
him in votting Remonstraiices to the Throne, 
would either sto^ the Supplies, or carry up 
^p Address for Mr-. Pitt's Removal. Various 
Country Gentiemen already called for a 
Union, and thoujj^t that no Adqiinistration 
from which he should he excluded, would 
he fouvd equal to the national Emergency. 
Even 9iaay of Fox'^ Sqpporters among th«B 
lotfLdly d^>tecated ^1 Ex|renuti<^. They 
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might abandon him. He might tfaer^re be 
left in a Minority, and alt his Consequence, 
as the Head of a great Party, would thus 
be lost by one imprudent Step. But, grant- 
ing however, as se«ned rndst pi^hable, that 
he should carry a pa-sonal Question against 
Mr. Pitt, by tai, twenty, or thirty Votes, 
in a crowded House; what would be the iu- 
eritable Effect of such a Victory? TlUit the 
King, sustained by the Voice of the Coun- 
try, and not susceptible of Fear, when he 
believed himself to be acting right ; instead 
of dismissing his MiDisters, wonld disstilve 
the Parliament, and confidenUy appeal to 
the People, against their own Representar 
tires. In that Case, Fox, fiu- from attaining 
his Object, would only have accelerated a 
Dissolution ; and would affbrd to his Anta- 
gonist, a plansible, if not a solid Excuse, 
for advising the Sovereign to adopt that Mea- 
sure. These were unquestjonably, the real 
Causes of Fox's seeming Moderation. Nor 
did Pitt, on the other Hand, want Motives 
equally powerful in restraining him from any 
precipitate Movement. The County Mem- 
bers who supported him, were adverse to a 
Dissolution, unless Circumstances rendered 
it mdiapensable. By temporizing and pro- 
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tiacttng, however irksome, and even in some 
D^ree humiliatiDg, might be considered his 
Situation in Parlimnent ; he gave Time for 
tiie public Smtimait to be loudly, as well 
as generally pronoaaced, and could avail 
himself of it at any Moment. Such were the 
Considerations which mutually withheld the 
two Chiefs from proceeding to Extremities, 
till the natural and unavoidable Progress of 
Afiairs, produced the final Consummation. 

[20th Janua^T^.] The Idea of endeavouring 
to reconcile two Men, who comtuned in their 
Qiaracters, almost all the great Endow- 
ments fitted for Government ; if it could be 
realized, seemed apparently pregnant, at 
first View, with incalculable Benefit to the 
Counfa-y. Some Individuals of Respectabi- 
lity in the House of Commons, impelled by 
these Feelings, undertook the Experiment 
As early as the 30th of January, the Idea 
was sHg^fested irom various Quarters, in the 
Course of Debate; but, neither Fox nor 
Pitt, though botii affected to consider it as 
an Object highly desirable, pretended to 
think it practicable without a Sacrifice of 
Principle. Fox fairly avowed that he en- 
tertained very little Hope of seeing such a 



.y Google 



730 HI»TORICjkL [1784. 

Umon effected, as could prove a BlesBins 
to the Country. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer professed a similar ConvictjoD, and 
stated it in still plainer I^an^age. " I am 
" hj no means averse," obsored he, " to 
" the Union so strenuously and so respect- 
" ably recommended ; but, I agree with the 
" Right HonoraUe Gentl»nao, (Fox,) that 
" sueh a Union, not founded on Principle,. 
" would only prove 6illacious, and would 
" produce Disunion in a Quarter where it 
".must be attended with worse Conseqamoes 
" to the State, than can result from our I)i»- 
" putea in this Assembly:" Marsham, while 
he coincided in Sentiment with the two pre- ' 
ceding Speakers, yet expressed his wann 
Satis^tion at the Assurances which tbey 
gave, of their mutual Disposition to act to- 
gether for the public Extricaitiott. But; 
Powis, with more Discernment, exdwrnedi 
" A Union of AbUities has been loudly 
" called for witlun these Walls. I latber 
" wish to see a Union of Pnociple. The 
" forma* may produce discfMrdant Coonsde^ 
" and feeble Measures. The latter must 
" h«,v« opposite Resolts." 

In Wafitf hoviever specions the Project afK 



.y Google 



1784.] UEHOIRS. 731 

peared in Theory, it proved impracticably 
and ODiy served to detnoDBtrate the Futility of 
the Attempt. The St. Alban's Tavern be- 
came the Sceoe of this Parliamentary Drama, 
to which Place repaired about sixty or mOre 
Members, distiogaiahed for high Character^ 
lai^e Property, and acknowledged Upright* 
ness of IntentioD. Though they chose Mr. 
Thomas Grosvenor, Brother to tfae Peer of 
Uiat Nam^ and one of the Representativefl 
for the City of Chester, aa their nominal 
Chairman; their Deliberations and Proceed- 
ings were chiefly conduct^ by two Gen< 
tlemen, . who had already on various Occa- 
sions, taken a Lead in Uie Debates carried 
on within the Walls of the House. The 
first, the Honorable Charles Marsbam, Sqq 
and Heir of Lord Romaey, himself Member 
for Kent ; though a Man by no Means pre- 
possessing or engaging in his Manners, 
which were coarse and inelegant ; yet waat- 
ed not Ability, and attracted deservedly 
general Consideration in hiq Parliamentary 
Capacity. The other, Mr. Powis, whoai I 
have had so crftm Occasion to mention, 
and who commonly pre&ced his Speeches^ 
on Occasions of great Interest, by a copiouc 
Discharge of Tears, which he seemed to 
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command at Will ; challenged AttentioD 
from his Tec<^ized Int^ity, Eloquence, 
Energy of Mind, and Impartiality. 

The Duke of Portland, as nominal Head 
of one Party, and Pitt, as Leader of the 
other, affected equally to receive with De- 
ference, the Propositions made to each, on 
the Part of the associated Members. It is 
probable, however, that the Duke, in this 
Profession, might be more sincere than the 
Minister. Difficulties and Objections, either 
to a personal Interview, or to a Negotiati<Hi, 
were started in turn by both. Pitt refusing 
to resign, or even to hear of a virtual Resig- 
nation, which was required of him, as a 
pTevious Step to any Conference for the Pur- 
pose of forming an extended Administration; 
the Overtures were suspended, and finally 
broken off, in consequence of these prelimi- 
nary Impediments. But, the patriotic Zeal 
of the St. Alhan's Meeting, was not to be 
overcome by ordipary Obstacles ; and they 
returned to the Charge some Time after- 
wards, apparently under more propitious 
Auspices. In Compliance with their Sug- 
gestion Mid Wishes, tlie King was even in- 
duced, towards the End of the Month of Fe- 



.y Google 



1784.] HEHOIRS. 733 

bruary, to send a Message to the Duke of 
Portland, recomiDendiDg a Confereoce he- 
tween bim and Pitt, witb a View to consti* 
tute a Ministry, on " a wide Basis, and on 
"Jitir and equal Terms." Instead of in- 
stantly closing with such a Proposition, from 
which, neither the Sovereign, nor the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, whatever might have 
been their secret Wishes, conld easily recede 
without incurring the Imputation of Insince- 
rity; the Dukeof Portland and Fox thought 
proper to cavil about the Acceptation of the 
Term "equal." At this Opening, with 
which they injudiciously furnished him, Pitt 
escaped, by refusing to define any Expres- 
sions, before the proposed Interview. 

All further Efforts were therefore ulti- 
mately abandoned, with a View to produce 
a political Union between two Men, whose 
mutual Animosity and Rivality seemed to 
derive new Force, from the unsuccessful 
Attempts made to effect a Reconciliation. 
With whatever Complacency and ostensible 
Alacrity, Pitt invariably received the Pro- 
positions for such a Junction, it is difficult 
to persuade Ourselves that he could cordi- 
ally desire their AccompUshmeat. He beh«M 
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Ihe Prize for wbich they yrete contending^ 
nearly attained and secured. His Ambitioii 
impeUed him to govern alone, without an 
Equal and a Co-adjutor in the Cabinet, of 
such Energy as Fox. Even their Recrimin- 
ations in Parliament, which had been so 
acrimonioas and so recent, seemed hardly 
to admit of being buried in instant Oblivion, 
irithont a mntual Sacrifice of Principle. 
We are warranted therefore in believing, 
that an Accommodation, forced on both by 
imperious Circumstances, would have prov- 
ed hollow, insincere, and of short Duration. 
They appeared to be not formed for acting 
together as Members of the same Adqiinis- 
tration; nor did they ever openly coalesce 
for an Instant, during their whole r^uain- 
ing Lives. The Froich Revolution itself, 
which successively brought over to Govern- 
ment, as to an Asylum against the Evils of 
a saagumary anarchical Republic, so many 
othor eminent Individuals, at whose Head 
•were the Duke of Portland, Barke, and 
Windhun; could never induce Fox to quit 
-the Opposition Bench. He ronained fixed 
tbere above two and twenty Years, till 
Death liberated him from his Antagonist ; 
•ad he then <nily be>came a Minister, vkax, 
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perkaps unJortnnately for his Couotry* his 
own Career drew to its Close. 

During the Debate of the 29th of Janu- 
ary, in Answer to the Chaoses farongbt 
against lam hy Fox, who called on him to 
resign his unconstitutional Power, as a ne- 
cessary Preliminary to acoy Unioii ; the new 
First Minister replied with equal Dignity 
ajid Force of Expression. He seemed, in- 
deed, to feel not the slightest Apprehension 
from the Indignation or the Votes of his An- 
tagonist's Majority. " I came into Office," 
observed he, " to fulfil the Duty whiah 1 
" owe his Majesty, whose Confidence I have 
" n6t forfeited by any Experiment for intro- 
<* dncing a new Power or Estate into the 
** Constitntion.*^-— '* I consider myself «b «g- 
" grieved ; since, wholly nntried in my mi- 
" nisterial Capacity, I lie under tte Cen- 
" sore of a Resolution of this House : bat 1 
" have at least the 'Consolation to rcficc^ 
*' that in Proportion as fte present Cabust 
" becomes nwre known, its M^beis rite 
" in the Confidence and BstMnt «f I^arlte- 
" ment, as well as of the People. I may 
" appeal for tfae Truth ef my Assertion, to 
"-4b« decaying Majorities of the Opposliau 
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— " Not that I am iniinical to a Reconci- 
" Uatiou or a Union, which has been so 
" strongly recommended ; but, in Order to 
" accomplish this Object, all personal Views 
" or Prejudices, all Pride and Punctilio, 
" must be laid aside. The Right Honorable 
" Gentlouan has insiited on the entire Re- 
*' signatioo of the present Ministers, previous 
" to any Negotiation. But, thou^ I oc- 
" cupy an Employment of Eminence, it is 
" not one of Choice ; and I trust, whenever 
" the Occasion calls for it, I shall approve 
" myself neither tenacious of Power, nor 
" improperiy attached to Office. I act from 
" patriotic, not private Views : but, my Sense 
" of public Duty compels me to retain my 
" actual Situation, till another Arrangement 
" can be formed ; and not to suffer this great , 
" Conntry to be again plunged into a State 
"of Anarchy, ; accompanied with the Ab- 
" sence of all Government, as we experi- 
" enced on a recent Occasion." The In- 
flexibility and Detennination manifested in 
Pitt's Speech, left little rational Prospect of 
Accommodation. 

[2d— leth Febraary.] The Discussions 
which took.place iu Uie House of Commony, 
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between the Termination of January, and 
the Middle of the ensuing Month, though 
equally violent and acrimonious with the 
preceding Debate, contained less Matter of 
Interest, or of 'NoTelty. Accusations, level- 
led against the ** East India Bill," from the 
Treasury Bench; or against Secret Influ- 
ence, from the opposite Side ; began to weary 
their Hearers, and made little Impression. 
Fox continued, it is true. Master of the 
Deliberations of the' lower House of Parlia- 
ment; his Majorities sometimes falling as 
low as nineteen, and at other Times rising 
to thirty-one : but, this precarious Superiority 
was far overbalanced by bis Decline in the 
popular Esteon. No Eloquence, nor any 
Exertions of Sophistry, could reconcile the 
Public to his Union with Lord North, fol- 
lowed immediately by the Introduction of a 
Measure, obviously calculated to cement 
their political Power at the Expence of the 
Crown, which it must have reduced to a 
State of Insignificance or Vassalage. During 
the Course of the Debate which arose on 
the 2d of February, whea Mr. Grosvenor 
moved that '* an exiendid and umted Admi- 
" nistration was necessary for the Extrica- 
" tion of the Country from its distracted 

VOL. III. 3 B 
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" State," great Difference of Opinion re- 
specting its Eligibility, was exhibited among 
the Members of the AssemUy. Powis, 
whose Sentiments upon every Point inspired 
great Respect, declared that " a general 
** Coalition was now' become a Matter, not 
" of Choice, but of Necessity." '* No Man," 
added he, " can any longer oppose it, with* 
" out voting in Effect that the national Busi- 
" ness shall be suspended, which must pro- 
" duce general Ruin." Widely different was 
the View of Things taken by Sir Cecil Wray, 
who, however inferior to Powis in Ability, 
yet, as beiug Fox's Colleague for Westmin- 
st^, and possessing plain common Sense, 
was heard with much Attention. " I caa- 
" not," said he, " consistently with my Duty 
" or my Principles, contribute by my Vote 
" to replace in Cabinet^ tlie very Individuals, 
" who by their late daring Invasion of the 
" Rights and Properties of their fellow Sub- 
" jects, have been so justly dismissed by 
" His Majesty, and some of whom ought to 
" have been brought to the Slock." — " As 
*' to the Distractions in the State, which are 
" mentioned in the Motion, I know of none; 
" nor do I believe in tfadr Existence. On 
" the contrary, the People seem to be nearly 
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" of one OpinioD, r^pecting the present Mi- 
" nistera, fuid those rec«itly in Power. The 
" former are generally regarded as honest 
" and virtuous ; while the others are thought 
" to have justly forfeited their Employihents, 
" for having attacked the most sacred Privi- 
" leges of their fellow Citizens. There are 
" hardly two Opinions on this Subject, with- 
" out Doors. This House, indeed, has de- 
*' clared that it has no Confidence in the 
" Administration ; but, the Addresses which 
** are daily pouring in from different Parts 
*' of the Kingdom, prove bow much the 
", Public confide in them. The unavoidable 
" Inference is, that the Voice of the Souse of 
" Commons, is no longer the Voice of the 
" People of 'England^ 

Fox, in his Reply, treated the Addresses 
to which Sir Cecil bad alluded, with great 
Contumely ; not foreseeing how rapidly they - 
would spread over the whole Surface of the 
Country. Of Westminster, and of Middlesex, 
he spoke, as Portions of England inaccemihle 
to Ministerial Artifice or Delusion. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer having assented 
to Mr. Grosvenor's Motion, Mr. Coke, Mem- 
ber for Norfolk, immediately proposed, that 
3b2 
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" the CoDtinuance of the present Ministas in 
" Power, is an OhsUiele to an extended and 
" mtited Administration :" Fox thus con- 
ducting his Majority forward from Step to 
Step, till he should carry them to the in- 
tended GoDBummation. On this Mode of 
Parliamentary Proceeding, Pitt commented 
with much Severity and Justice of Animad- 
version. " The House," observed he, "has 
" hee« insidiously led on from one Resolu- 
" tion to another, without ever discussing 
" any single Proposition on its own proper 
" Merits. The first Resolutions were voted 
*' at six in the Morning ;— a most unusual 
*' Hour ; with scarcely any Dehate or Dis- 
" cussion. The second gTe.w out of the 
" former, and were followed by the third. 
" But, how had they been discussed? — As 
" mere CoroUariira to the preceding Propo- 
" sitions, which this Assembly was bound 
*' in Consistency to adopt, as a Matter of 
" Course. Thus artfully have we been k^t 
" from forming a feir Estimate of the Ques- 
" ti'ons submitted to us."— Having endea- 
voured to point out the Contradictions in 
which Powis involved himself, by voting for 
the Resolutions, though he oj^>»sed and dis- 
t^prwed them; though he admitted diat 
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*' they were hastily proposed, grounded oa 
" doubtAil or unautfaenticated Premises, and 
" held out un^r Conclusions;" — Pitt ad- 
verted to other Parts of that Geotlenian's 
Speech. " He does not v/iah me," added 
the Minister, " to quit the Forb^ss, as he 
" doiominates it, that I occupy, and to 
" march out with a Halter about my Neck. 
" Sir, the only Fortress that I rect^nize, or 
" ever desire to defend, is the Fortress of 
" the Constitution. For its Preservation. I 
" will resist every Attack, and every Seduc- 
" tion. With what R^ard, indeed, either 
" to my own personal Honour, or to public 
" Principle, can I change my Armour, and 
" meanly beg to be received as a Volunteer 
*^ among the Forces of the Enemy ? This is ' 
" a Humiliation to which I never will con- 
" descend." — " 1 am nevertheless disposed 
" to facilitate, as &r as my Principles will 
" allow me, the Union so much desired. 
" But, I see no Reason for the previous 
" Resignation of Ministers, and never will 
" consent to it. If the House think other- 
" wise, there are constitutional Means open 
" to tiiem, either by Impeachment for our 
" Crimes, if we have committed any, or by 
'' addressing Uie Crown for our Removal." . 
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Mr. Coke's Motion passed by a Majority of 
Niaeteen, id a very crouded House, where 
four Hundred and twenty-seven Members 
wo-e present. 

NotwithBtandiii^ this apparait Triumph 
of the CoaUtion, their Cause declined in the 
public Estimation fixm Day to Day. Nei- 
ther the powerful Eloqnence of Fox, the Sal- 
lies of Wit which illuminated every Speech 
of Lord North, nor the happy Mixture of 
Humour, Ailment, and Satire, which cha- 
ractoized the Efforts of Sheridan in Parlia- 
ment, could rescue the Party from the Im- 
putation of having made mutual Sacrifices 
of Princijrfe. During the Debate of the 
subsequent Evening, the third of February, 
Sheridan even avowed without Circnmlocu- 
ti<m, that when Fox first communicated to 
him, the Proposition of coalescing with his 
auti«it Adversary, he advised his Right Ho- 
norable Friend by no Means to accede to it ; 
as the insurmountable Prejudices imb3>ed 
throughout the Nation, would infellibly pro- 
duce the Loss of his Popularity, Character, 
and general Estimation. Sheridan added 
indeed, that on maturdy wdghing the Mo- 
tives of State Necessity by whkh it was 
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dictated ; \^hen sustained by his Expecieace 
of the Honour, Principles, and Steadiness of 
Lord North ; he rejoiced at Uie Unioa wbicb 
had taken Place, even in Contradictioa to 
his own Advice. But, it is evident from 
this Disclosure of bis Sentiments, that he 
reasoned more dispassionately than Fox; 
who, seduced by his Ambition, goaded by 
his Wants, and beholding only the nume- 
rical Ascendant which Lord North's Junc- 
tion would give him, in one, if not in both. 
Houses of Parliament, imagined that he 
could coerce the Sovereign, and might either 
persuade, delude, or despise the People. 
The Event fully justified Sheridan's Opi- 
nion, and manifested the Supmority of his 
Judgment : since, even though we should 
admit that Lord Shelbume would inevitably 
have remained in Power, if Fox bad not 
joined Jjord North, yet the former must 
have occupied the most impoeing Situation 
as a pnbltc Man, placed in some Measure 
at the Head of the Rockiugham Party, while 
muntaining hie original Ground of Oppon- 
tion ; and could not probably have been 
long excluded from a Participation in the 
Counsels of the Crovrn, ewm by Pitt faiu- 
seU. 
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In rain did Sheridan, with admirable 
Wit, endeavour to shew that an equal Sa- 
crifice of all political Principle had taken 
Place on the ministerial Side of the House, 
as was exhibited tunon^ the Members oppo- 
site them : — an Assertion whidi he attempted 
to illustrate by the Spectacle which the 
Treasury Boicb presented, where the Indi- 
Tiduals now seated Side by Side, were be- 
held recently acting in Hostility towards each - 
other. But, the Union of inferior or suImh'- 
dinate Persons, did not excite Sentiments 
of equal Repugnance, nor awaken such mo- 
ral Condemnation, as the Coalition of two . 
Principals, the one of whom had, for siic- 
cessive Years, been loaded by ^e other, 
with the severest Imputations, and denoun- 
ced as a just Object of national Vengeance. 
In vain did Fox accuse the First Minister, 
." after assassinating the Constitution by Se- 
" cret Influence, in one House of Parlia- 
" m«it ; with having Recourse to Methods 
" of the basest Corruption, in Order to pro- 
*' cure a Majority in another." As vainly 
did Rigby reproach Pitt vrith lavishing Peer- 
ages for the same Purpose; while it was no- 
torious that the late Administration was de- 
barred from cooferring similar Dignities, end 
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had Dot been able to make even a single 
British Peer. With as little Effect did 
Marshaw read the Resolations adopted by 
the Meeting at the St. Alban's Taveni, 
affirming " that any Administration foanded 
" on the total Exclusion of the M^nbers of 
" the last, or of the presmt Ministry, would 
*' be inadequate to the public Exigoicies ;" 
or did Powis ui^ the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to resign, as a necessary Pre- 
liminary to all Conciliation. Pitt, thou^ 
he still professed to desire an Uoiou, " pro- 
" Tided it could be ^fected without a Sacri- 
" fice of Principle or of Honour ;" yet not 
only refused previously to retire from Office, 
but, started many ulterior Impedimenta to 
the Accomplishment of the Object itsell 

No Symptoms of Approximation between 
the contending Parties, beyond unmeaning 
Professions of mutual Disposition to bury in 
Oblivion past Animosities, took Place : while 
among their respective Adherents, a Spirit 
of inveterate Enmity was exhibited. Lord 
Mulgrave, in one of his Speeches, charged 
Fox with " trampling the House of Bnins- 
*' wick under Foot," by his " East India 
'* Bill ;" and though called to Order by the 
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late Secretary of State, iBTeighed against 
him as " a Plunderer and an Invader." 
GoTernor Johnstone said, that " if an Elec- 
" tion for o King were to take Place in this 
" Co«utry, Mr. Fox should hare his Vote; 
" so high an Opinion did he entertain of 
" those transcendant Abilities which the 
" fiight Honorable Gentleman possessed : 
" but, wishing to preserve the Constitution, 
" he had negatived a Bill which would have 
" placed its Author above all Control." 
" His Talents," added Johnstone, " I admit 
" to be prfreminent : so were those of Julius 
" Casar, who undid Rome. Oliver Crom- 
"well, who made the House of Commons 
" his Instrument, overturned the Constitir- 
" tion. Such would have been the Effect of 
" the East India Bill, if it had passed the 
" I>!gislaturc. Nor is the Contmuance of 
" the present Minister in Office, less neces- 
" sary in Order to prevent the Renewal of 
» that Measure, than was his original Ao- 
" ceptance of Employment, to defeat it in 
" the first Instance." Wilberforce dedared, 
that " even if that obnoxious Bill had passed 
" the House of Peers, by as great a Majority 
■• as it did the lower Houses yet he should 
<■ equally have thanked the Crown for di»- 
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*' missing the la*e Ministers." Piitt himself^ 
treating with Defiance, as well as with Ccm- 
tempt, Fox's indirect Attempts to force his 
Resignation, called on his Antagonist to come 
boldly forward ; and either to criminate his 
Conduct as a Minister, or to move a personal 
Question for his Removal from Office. Pro- 
fessing his own Purity, both as a Man, and 
as a public Functitmary, he avowed his lo- 
difierence for all the Clamour of Party, or 
the unfounded Imputations brought against 
the Mode of his attaining Power ; and coo- 
cluded by trusting that the House would do 
Justice to the Motives, which actoated his 
present Line of Conduct. 

[11th— J7th February.] Burke by no 
means took tbe same active or conspicuous 
Part in the Ddbates that followed the Re- 
jection of the " East India Bill," as he bad 
exhibited while the Measure was on its Pro- 
gress to the upper House. With the Loss 
of the Pay Office, he seemed to have lost for 
a Time, much of his Energy of Mind. Even 
Lord. NOTdi scarcely occupied the second 
Place in these Parliamentary Convalsiona. 
where Sheridan and Erskine, Powis and 
eveA Marsham, severally attracted almost as 



.y Google 



748 HISTORICAL [1784. 

much Atteution, as the' late First Minister. 
His blue Ribband, seen conspicuous among 
the great Coats, buff Waistcoats, and dirtjr 
Boots of his new Allies, involuntarily re- 
called the Reflection of bis having given the 
Law from the Treasury Bench, during 
tvrtive Years,' to the same Assembly, in 
which he now performed so humiliating 
tuid inferior a Character. He bore never- 
theless, this political Chaoge, under which 
many Men would have sunk, with that im- 
perturbable Serenity and £quality of Tem- 
per, which ever distinguished him through 
Life. He acquired even the Applauses of 
every Party, by the manly Promptitude, 
and cheerful Readiness, which he shewed 
to sacrifice all personal Objects or Inte- 
rests, to the public Tranquillity. When Pitt 
avowed, that however highly he might res- 
pect tiiat Noblonan's Abilities, or esteem 
his private Character, yet they could never 
sit together in the same Cabinet ; Lord 
North, while he loudly censured the con- 
temptuous D^ity, and unaccommodatmg 
Spirit of the Chancellor of the £xcheqaer ; 
jtevertheless declared, that no Considerations . 
relative to himself, should for an Instant im- 
pede the Formation of a new Ministry, con- 
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eonant to the general Wishes of the Coun- 
try. 

" There may be Individuals," observed 
Pitt, '* against whom I eotertain no personal 
" Dislike or Ill-will; whose private Cha- 
" racter I even respect and revere ; whose 
" Abilities are great ; — and yet, with whom 
" I could never bring myself to sit, or to 
" act, jn the Cabinet." No Reply could 
be more dignified, yet disinterested, than 
that of Lord Nortii. " It is impossible for 
" me to avoid perceiving," said he, " that I 
" am the Person to whom Allusion Ir made. 
" From whatever Quarter, however, such 
" Expressions may come, and with whatev^ 
" Form of Words, they may be cloathed, I 
*' never will quit niy Situation, or be driven 
" from the Ground which I occupy in this 
" Country, to gratify the Caprice or the 
" Prejudices of any Man, whatever may be 
" his Position in the State, or his Opinion of 
" himself. But, if in the present distracted 
" Condition of the Country, produced by 
" the Means which the Chancellor of the 
" Exchequer has used for obtaining Power, 
" T find that the national Voice danands my 
" Retirement; or that public Opinion regards 
" me as an Obstacle to that extended and 
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" united Administration, so anxiously re- 
" quired, God forbid that I should impede 
" the Consummation of siich a salutary 
" Union ! No Love of Power or Emolu- 
" ment, do Object of Ambition, shall induce 
" me lor a single Day to form a Bar to the 
" Completion of that great Object." This 
Declaration eticited the warmest Expres- 
sioDs of Admiration from Marsham and 
Powis : — Eul(^umB the more noticed, as 
no individnals in the House, had treated 
him with greater Acrimony, when First 
Lord of the Treasury, during the latter 
Part of the American War. Powis, after 
pan^yrizii^ Lord North's Virtues, sub- 
joined, " For my own Part, I am not among 
" the Number of those Persons, who would 
" wish to exclude the noble Lord from any 
" Place in a iiiture Administration ; but, 
" since he has so disinterestedly expressed 
" bis Readiness to sacrifice his own Pros- 
" pects, to the general Tranquillity and Be- 
" nefit, the Fault will henceforward lie with 
" the Minister, if he should still refuse to 
" pay to the House of Commons, the De- 
" ference due to a Branch of the Legisla* 
" ture." 

. Lord North was nerotheless unable to 
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prevent the Borough of Baobury, for which 
Place he sat in ParliameDt, and where 
his Family liad always possessed a deci- 
sire Influence; from joiuing in the gene- 
ral Oy against the Coalition, and even 
framing an Address, thanking His Majesty 
for the recent Dismission from Office, of 
their actual Representative in the House of 
Commons. A Delegation from the Inhata- 
tants of Banbury, waited on me in London, 
bringing with them the Address itself; ac- 
companied by a Request Uiat I would pre- 
sent it to the Ring, on the first Levee Day, 
at St. James's. But, on full Consideration, 
I declined taking such a personal Part 
against a Nobleman whom I greatly . res- 
pected, loved, and honoured, though I had 
withdrawn from the Party with which he 
had connected himself. Lord Nordi, allu- 
ding afterwards, during the Debate which 
took Place on the 27th of February, to this 
Address, declared that " he had the Conso- 
" lation to know, it was not signed by one 
" of those Individuals, his Constituents, who 
"returned him to Parliament." It spoke 
nevertheless, the Sentiments of a large and 
respectable P<H'tion of the Inhabitants and 
Householda^ of Uie Place. 
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[I8th and I9th February.] No Circum- 
staDce could more forcibly demonstrate the 
little Apprehension felt by Pitt, of the 
Effects of Parliamentary Indignation; or 
could prove in a stronger Manner, the 
Confidence with which his own Popularity 
inspired him, than his Conduct at' this - 
Juncture. Almost immediatdy after the 
Extinctioa of the fallacious Expectations 
awakened by the St. Alban's Tavern Meet- 
ing, the Chancellor of the Exchiequer rising 
in his Place, calmly acquainted the House, 
that " the King, notwithstandiDg their Re- 
" solutions, had not thought proper to dis- 
. " miss his Ministers ; and that they had not 
*' resigned." Such a Piece of Information, 
so delivered, seemed meant to force the 
Coalition on some Measure of Violence. 
Fox, nevertheless, while he did not affect 
to conceal his Indignation at the AfiiroDt 
offered to the l^islative Body, and at the 
O^ance conveyed in the Minister's Words ; 
yet knfew too well the feeble State of the 
Machine over which he presided, to press 
heavily upon its Springs. He reprobated 
indeed, the Treatment which the House 
experienced ;— a Treatmoit demanding, be 
said, exemplary Punishment. But he con- 
cluded with only proposing an Adjourn- 
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moit of eight and forty Hours, in order to 
give the Minister Time for Reflection. This 
Motion, so diatioguished by involuntary 
Forbearance, he carried by twelve ; a very 
slender Superiority, where above four Hun- 
dred Members divided. 

Fox, on this Occasion, though he pre- 
tended to deprecate any intemperate St^, 
and only demanded a Respite of one or two 
Days ; exclaiming with Dido, while he ax> 
commodated her Complaints to his own 



" Tempus inane peto ; Spadiun Reqniemque Fwrori ;" 

yet endeavoured, by a most able and laboured 
Appeal to the wounded Pride of the House, 
to inflame their Passions, while he directed 
their Resentment against the Minister. Powis 
highly approved and supported the Motion, 
which, he said, was in itself moderate, for- 
bearing, and the only proper Course ad^ted 
to the extraonlinary Circumstances of the 
Country, as it allowed breathing Time, while 
a Compromise, he hoped, might yet be effec- 
tuated. But, there were other independent 
Members of the House, who held a different 
Language. Sir William Lemon, one of th* 
VOL. III. 3 c 
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Representatives for the County of Cornwall, 
declared that he wished not for asy Union, 
on the Principles laid down by. Fox. " I 
" never liked," said he, "any of the Reso- 
■" Ivtious- adopted by this - Assembly, of 
" which the present . Ministers are the Ob- 
"ject. I consider them as arbitrary, vio- 
" lent, and personal. The Chancellor of 
" the Exchequer has already made every 
*' Concession compatible with his private 
" HoDory BMd, his official Situation. ThoiSe 
" two great component Parts of his preset 
" Existence, must stand or iall together. 1 
" am happy that he has displayed so much 
" Firmness in so good a Cause, and I trust 
" he will not stoop to any unhecoming Ne- 
" gotiatioD." 

Thus sustained from without, as well as 
from witiiin, Pitt not only displayed the 
•most detenpined Resolution, but, charged - 
Fox and his Adh«ents, with systematieally 
withholding the Supplies ; tfaits sacrificing 
their Country, as he asserted, to private 
Faction,Enmity, or Ambition, ADistinctiou 
was however drawn by the Opposition, be- 
tween withboidiiig tha Supplies, and only 
pot^toaing them ; which latter Line of Con- 
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duct, Powid, in moderate Language, and Mar- 
sham, with much stronger Asseveration, de- 
clared to constitute their sole Intention. T^e 
last mentioned Member recriminated with 
Asperity on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
as expecting from him the same servile Sub- 
mission in r^stering the ministerial Edicts, 
which the French Sovereigns exacted in the 
Assemblies denominated Parliaments. With 
more Ability, Fox attempted to make a Com- 
promise with the Minister ; offering instantly 
to vote the Supplies, provided that the House 
might receive Assurances from him, that 
" His Majesty would comply with the De- 
'* sires of his Ikithful Commons." But, Pitt, 
after first declaring the ConvictioD of " his 
" personal Honor being inseparably con- 
" nected with his present official Situation, 
" and his Determination never to resign, as a 
" Prelnde to N^otiation ;" — in other Words, 
■ " to leave bis Place, and then to treat with 
" the Opposition, in Order to form Part of a 
" new Administration ;" — peremptorily re 
fused to barter Office for Supply, or to > 
enter into any Stipulation on the Subject. 
From this Resolution, expressed in laconic, 
but, energetic Tenns, neither Menaces, Blan- 
dishments, nor Expostulations, could mduce 
3c2 
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him to recede: and after a protoiif;ed De- 
bate of two successive Days, Fdx, ai the 
Master of the Assembly, finally moved to ad- 
journ the Sitting on the State of the Nation, 
which was carried without a Division. He 
still remained all-poweriiil within those 
Walls; but, Pitt's Superiority lay without 
Doors, in every County, Town, and Vil- 
lage, 

Already, Addresses crowded in, from 
London, down to New Sarum; a Borough 
which, Uiough consisting only of one soli- 
tary Farm House, yet, as belonging to Lord 
Camelford, who had just been elevated to 
the Peerage, did not omit to offer its Tribute 
of Loyalty to the CrowD, and of Abhorrence 
for the Measures of the Opposition. Mid- 
dlesex, Southwark, even Westminster, aban- 
doning Fox, approached the Throne with 
Congratulations, or with Testimonies of Ap- 
probation at the Dismission of the late Mi- 
nisters. York, a City where the Cavendish 
Interest had always been predominant, and 
which Place the late Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer actually represented in Parliament; 
— Edinburgh, Worcester, Exeter, and many 
other inferior Towns, followed the Example, 
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which spread with Rapidity throughout the 
whole Island. When we reflect on these 
Facts, we shall probably think that Mr. 
Pitt, whatever Professions he might either 
make, himself; or whatever Wishes for " an 
" united and extended Administration," he 
might judge proper to put into bis Royal 
Master's Month, in Reply tq the Addresses 
of the House of Commons; yet could have 
nourished no serions Intentions of dividing 
his Power with Fox. 

Among the Persons of Rank who acted a 
conspicuous Part, and manifested more than 
ordinary Enthusiasm in the Cause of Pitt, at 
this Time, were two well known Noblemen, 
Lord Mahon, and Lord Mountmorres. I 
have already made Mention of the former, 
whose Eccentricities of Dress, Character, 
and Deportment, however great they might 
be, were nevertheless allied to extraordinary 
Powers of Elocution, as w«Il as Enea^es of 
Mind. My Acquaintance with him was 
slight; but, during many Years I lived in 
Habits of ^miliar and frequent Intercourse 
with Lord Mountmorres. In bis Person he 
was tall, slender, of a dark and adust Cow- 
plexion; active, and always on his Feet, t9 
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so great a Degree, as to codt^ an Idea of 
Ubiquity personified ; — for, he seemed to be 
in many Places at the same Time. Invaria- 
bly busy, yet oerer attaining his Object ; nn- 
sucoesaful in Love, in Ambition, in every Pur- 
suit ; yet still continuing the Chace. An Ora- 
tor in Print, bat, destituteof Eloquence ;^ and 
printing Speeches which be bad nevo* pro- 
nounced. Fluent and plausible in Conver- 
sation, though wanting Judgment. Abim> 
doniog his hereditary Seat in the Irish -House 
of Peers, where he might have been useful to 
his Country, he preferred London; borne up 
by the fallacious Hope of acquiring a Place 
in the English House of Commons, which 
he never accomplished. An Enthusiast in 
Politics, he was not the less an Economist 
in his Expences; and though -ardent in his 
Views, always keeping his Purse close shut. 
Perpetually planning Marriages, but never 
succeeding in them, he finally died without 
entering into that Stat«. Such was Lord 
Moutttmorres, to whom the AuUiors of the 
'* RoUiad,"haveassigned*«Jo" Probationary 
" Odes ;' while to all the other Individuals 
selected for Ridicule, among wh(«n I hold 
- my Place, they have only attributed one 
Production of that Kind. On U*e Hustings, 
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whether, erected in Govent Garden, in Palac« 
Yard, «■ in ' Weistmin ster Hall, both the above 
meDtioaed Nobtemen were conatantiy founds 
as in their proper Element; and Fox haduot 
in the whole Range of the Metropolis, two 
more detennined Enemies. Lord Mahon 
was however in all Sen8e» the most formida- 
ble, pertinacious, and respectable. 

As the Tide of populiu- Indignation rose 
againet the "-East India Bilt," tumnltuary 
Meetings took Place in many Parts of the 
Kingdom, where the general Sense of the 
Inhabitants was collected. Westminster it- 
self which during tiie last Years of Lord . 
North's unfortunate Administration, had 
constituted the Citadel and the Sanctaary' 
oi Fox; renouDcing its ToIuBtsffy Alli- 
ance, raised the Standard against him. He 
vainly- maintained, both by himself ■ and' 
through his Adherents in Parliame&t, parti- 
cularly Enikine, titat this psunAil Change 
originated steely in Delusicm or Imposture: 
as if it required a fwp^rior Intelligence, to 
appreciate the Objects of that Measure ; or 
as if PHt^ lik^ the Ms^cian in the " Arabian 
" N^td' Entertainments,'' could tKuisft)rm 
Beef and Mutton, into the Appearance of 
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littmul Flesh. Lord North, alluding to one 
of these Assemblages of People ia W'^ttnin- 
ster Hall, which had very recently taken 
Place» and at which Fox was oecessarily 

present; 1 think, it happened in the 

Course of the Debate of the 18th of Febru- 
ary; — —gave a most picturesque. and ludi- 
crous Description of the Scene, as well as 
of the principal Performers. *' Much," ob- 
served that &cetious Nobleman, " has been 
" advanced relative to the pretended Popula- 
" rity of the present Mimster. From what 
" Source does he derive such Nostrums? 
" Is it from the Meeting, held a few Days 
" ago, in Westminster Hall ? One Descrip- 
" tion of Citizens there vociferated, Nif Coor 
" lition! while others exclaimed. No back 
" Stairs Ii^uence! But, it demanded the 
" utmost Precision of Ear, to decide which 
*' of the two Clamours predominated. In- 
" deed, the N(»se owed its Origin, as I am 
" assured, oot so much to the Multitude, as 
" to two oohle Lords who were there pre- 
" sent. The first, (Lord Mahon,) by his 
" nervous, impassioned Gesticulation, and 
" sonorons Oratory, is well calculated to 
'* carry away the Prize in such a Contest.- - 
" The disinterested Eloquence of the other 
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" Peer, (Lord MouDtmorres,) claims peculiar 
" Respect. Not iofluoiced by British Pro- 
" perty, he has m^;DaDimously exposed his 
" Person in a Voyage to this Island, and 
" has hazarded the Perils of the Sea. Pro- 
" fessing himself a Citizen of the World, 
" an Advocate for the universal Rights of 
" Mankind, he has abandoned his native 
" Country. He has even left its Freedom 
" in Jeopardy, in Order that he may devote 
" his whole Faculties to the Interests and 
" Preservation of this Nation. From the 
" Operation and Influence of such exalted 
" Characters on the public Mind, we cannot 
" reason with Safety." 

Masterly as this Piece of historic Oratwy 
must be esteemed, and powerful as was its 
Operation on the Muscles of the Audience, 
when pronounced ; Lord Mahon, two Days 
afterwards, during the Discussion of- the 
20th February, retaliated with great Seve- 
rity, not unaccompanied with Ability, on 
bis political Adversaries. After enumerating- 
tbe unequivocal Proofe of Unpopularity 
which Fox rec^ved at the Meeting alluded 
to by Lord North, " Does he," exclaimed 
Lord Mahon, " interpret Groans into Ap- 
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" plaase, and take Hisses for ApprobatioD ? 
*• — ^There was a Time, wh«i he was beard 
** likie an Oracle! Why? Because the Pub- 
** lie credalously belieTed that he was fi^t- 
** ing their Battles, as a sincere and honest 
" Tribane of the People. But, th«r Eyes 
" arei opened since he has attempted to raise 
" himself' above the free Constitution of his 
** Country, by aspiring to the Place of a'Dic- 
" tetor."-^" How was thdr Zeal expressed ? 
" In pretty intelligible Words. No Grand 
" MogiUJ No India T^tant! No Usurper/ 
" No Tuneoatt No CatHinel—K such be 
" the Popularity to which he aspires, and if 
" such are the Marks of Approbation Of 
*' which he boasts, long may be continue to 
" recme them !" Even Pitt, in Uie Course 
of the same Evening,- bad Hecourae to simi- 
lar Illustrations of the Decline of Fox'a In- 
fluence over his Constituents, who once idol- 
ized turn. Having stated the De£eat of the 
Coalition at IReading, he next adverted to 
their Discontfiture at Haekntg, where tfie 
Freeholders of Middlesex had bem conven- 
ed. Fixings bis Eyes on Geo^ Byng, one 
of the Members for that County, " I see 
" over:, against ^m^" observed be, '^a most 
" determined Chieftain, just returned from 
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" that Field of Warfiure ; whose Brow, in-' 
" deed, is no longer, as tonaerly, adorned 
" with the Smiles of Victory. WheUierat 
" Weatntinster it is a Proof of Trinmi^, th^- 
" the People would not even hear Uie Right 
" Honorable Geatleioan, (Fox,) who once 
" coald charm the Multitude into mdte At- 
" tention ; — whether Me, emphaticaiHy deno- 
" minated the Man, aadtie Ckampion, of the 
" People, is now content with the Execra- 
" tion of those Multitudes, whom he so long 
" held in voluntary Bonds of Attachment 
" and H(»nage ; — these are Points ob whidi- 
" I will not decide: bat, sure I am, that if 
" Westminster constitutes his only Proo( 
" the Voice of the People is no longer with 
" him." Fox, though little aocostOm^ tw 
aDoW' such Speeches to remain ' unnoticed,' 
did not offer any Reply eitiier to Pitt, or to 
Lord Mahon. We may, however, form soow" 
Idea, from the Scenes pourtrayed within the 
Walls of the Houaeiof ConmiMs, ■b<m great 
was the Ferment wbich 'then pervaded the 
Metropolis and the Kingdom. 

[February 4tii— 16tb.] The fiouse «f 
Pe&Si which. AssemUyr after. armliBg the 
Progress of the " £ast India Bill," as if ex- 
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haaoted by that Effort, had ever since re- 
mained silent and aupine Spectators of the 
Contest carrying on betwerai the Crown and 
die CommoDs ; exhibited some Symptoms of 
Animation about this Time, by adopting, 
early in the Month of February, two Proposi- 
tions of a Nature tending to condemn the Con- 
duct of the lower House, and to stret^hen 
the Himde of the Sovereign. The Earl of 
Effin^am, who during many Years of his 
Life, had manifested the most decided Hos- 
tility to the Ring's Government ; and who, 
as late as June, 1780, was unjustly accused 
of personally mixing in the Riotsof the Ca- 
)Mtal; now appeared as the zealous Defen- 
der of Prer<^tive. He was sustained by 
tiie Duke of Richmond, whose political 
Character and Opinions had undergone since 
. 1782, a similar Transformation: while on 
the other Hand, the Resolutions moved by 
Lord Effingham, found the warmest Oppo- 
nents in the Earl of Mansfield, in Lord 
Stormont, and Lord Loughborough, so long 
the systematic Champions of Royalty. 

Few Debates more animated, as well as 
acrimonious and personal, have ever taken 
Place within the Walls of the upper House, 
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than - occnrred on this OccasioD. While 
Lord FitzwiUiam drew the most unfavour- 
able Portrait of the young First Lord of the 
Treasury, whom he described as deficient 
not only in £xperience, and averse to every 
social Source of Information, but, as devouiv 
ed by an ov^'weening and insatiable Thirst 
of Power; the Duke of Richmond pane^- 
rized his Industry, his Abstraction from I>i». 
sipation, his Application to public Business, 
bis Frugality of the national Treasure, uid 
' Elevation of Mind; the last of which Quali- 
ties had been so conspicuously displayed in 
his recent Renunciation of a lucrative Sine- 
cure Place. Lord Stormont endeavoured to 
point the general Indignation against him, for 
his Presumption in continuing to retain his 
Situation, in Defiance of the Votes and Reso- 
lutions of the House of Commons : while his 
Predecessors in Office, Sir Robert Walpol^ 
Lord North, and the Earl of Sfaelbume, had, 
each in Turn, anticipated, or respectfully 
obeyed, the first Demonstrations of the Plea- 
sure of that Branch of the L^islature. The 
Earl of Mansfield, with the political Timi- 
dity so characteristic of bis whole Life, in 
every Situation, judicial or parliamentary; 
deprecated, as the greatest of national Ca- 
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lamities, any Resolntion, which, by inter- 
nq^ing the Uuinony subsistiDg between the 
two Houses, might lead to a DiBsolutioo. 
He seemed to contemplate sadi an £Tent, 
if it should take Place, as conunensnrate 
with the Destruction of the British Consti- 
tution itself; aS' dtsbandii^ the Anny, laying 
^P, (he, Navy, suspending the Functions of 
Government, and throwing the Country into 
irremediable Confusion. The House, nei- 
ther deteired nor intimidated by these De- 
ntinciatioiis, voted the Resolutions by a laj^ 
Majority, of fortyr«even; and followed them 
immediately with an Address to the Throne, 
expressive (tf their Reliance on His Mi^^ty's 
Wisdom in the Selection of his confidential 
Servants, as well as t^ the Assurances of 
ttiHr Support, in the just £xercise of those 
Pcert^tives entrusted to him for the Pro- 
tectipn of his People. It was difficult to 
imagine a Triumph more decisive over the 
CoaUtioH, or a more opportune and impor- 
tant Accession of Strength to the First Mi- 
nister^ stni^ling against a M^onty in the 
House of Commons. The King received, 
and replied to the Address, in laconic, but, 
vanu and i^fectionate Language. 
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In other Pmoda of our History, su<^ an 
Interference, followed by such a Censure, 
might, and unquestionably would, have call- 
ed out the Res^iOnent of the RepresentatiTes 
of the People. But, as Fox justly dreaded 
all Occasions of Rupture or of Dispute 
between the two Houses, which might afford 
the new Ministers a plausible Pretence for 
the Dissolution of Parliament ; he contented 
himself with dictating and carrying six 
Counts Resolutions, tending to justify the 
Line of Conduct- that had beoi adopted by 
the House of Commons. Lord Beauchanq> 
was selected for the Performance of this Ser- 
vice; and after a Series of Debates which 
occupied elercu Days, flistioguisbed through- 
out by the same Aspmty as had been exhi- 
bited in every preceding Discussion, the 
Resolutions finally passed without a Divi- 
sion, In the Prt^p-ess of these gladiatorial 
Eicbibitions 6f Parlianaentary Ability and 
Dexterity ; — lor, such they could only be 
deemed ; — Fox, conscious that the Coa^ct 
in which he had engaged, wMe fi^om Day 
to Day a more sinister Appearance, and 
nost, hoVever it mig^t be protracted, ter< 
minate in his Fall ; assumed every Shape, 
and tried every Means oi indaciag his Ad- 
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versary to propose, or to accept, some Prin- 
ciples of Accommodation. At one Time, 
denouncing the First Lord of the Treasury, 
Fox held him up to national Execration, as 
a Conspirator, who aimed at the Lif&of the 
House of Commons ; which Assemhiy he at 
the same Time daily insulted, by appearing 
among them as a confidential Servant of the 
Crown, thongh destitute of their Confidence 
or Support Changing altt^ether his Tone, 
a few Days aft^'wards, in soothing Accents, 
calculated to win their Way into the Heart, , 
he complimented Pitt's Abilities ; professed 
Respect for his political Principles ; ex- 
pressed his Readiness, nay, his Eagerness, 
to form an Union, provided it was grounded, 
not on private Interest or Aggrandizement, 
but, on great public meritorious Motives of 
Action; apolc^zed for any harsh or un- 
guarded Expressions, which might' have oc- 
curred in the Warmdi of Debate; avowed 
his Ambition and Love of Glory, as Senti- 
mmts which he felt in common with the 
First Lord of the Treasury ; and finished by 
protesting that he would make every per- 
sonal Sacrifice at the Shrine of his Country. 

In further Corroboration of these couciti- 
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ating Dispositions, Fox took Occasioo to 
declare, that he was ready to accommodate 
and modify his obnoxious Bill for the Go- 
vernment of India, bo as to meet the public 
Wish, and to acquire the public Confidence. 
He would abandon the Patronage which it ' 
conferred, and ffould submit every Clause 
or Regulation of the Measure itself, to the 
Discussion of Parliament. His noble Friend, 
Lord North, would prove no Obstacle to 
Union between the two Parties. There re- 
mained only one Stipulation, from which he 
could never recede; namely, Mr. Pitt's virtual 
Resignation ; as being indispensable in itself, 
and as an Expiation to the violated Consti- 
tution of Great Britain. In Reply to these 
alternate Menaces and Blandishments, the 
Minister, on his Part, affected and professed 
an equal Desire of Union, on Bases of Prin- 
ciple and Honour; disclaimed all personal 
Views in the Line of Conduct which he had 
adopted, by his Acceptance of Office ; de- 
clared that he should ever think be had per- 
formed an essential Service to his Country, 
by defeating a Measure big with Destruction ' 
to the Constitution ; expressed his Consola- 
tion at finding that Fox was disposed to re* 
nounce any of its pernicious Features ; pm< 

VOL. III. 3 D 
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tested tfaat lie and his Colle&guei irere all 
ready to resign tbeir Empl^yaeatB, as soon 
as a Prospect presented itself of fonniog aa 
Administration, by which tiie State might be 
^ectually served; but, took Care to conclude 
by declaring, that he tfivld neither reconcile 
it to the Duty which he owed his Sovereign 
and the People of England,, nor to his own 
Honoiv, to lay down his Office, before he be- 
held such a, Prospect. It was evident thal^ 
amidst these veciprocal Professions and De»- 
monstrations, not the smallest Advance was 
made on ealher Side, towards real Approxi- 



[SOtb FelHiiary.] However decidedly the 
Sentimenta of the Capital and of the Nation, 
had been already pnHioonced in Favour of 
the new Ministers, yet Fox still retained firm 
Possession of the House of Commons ; though 
he held that Assonbly, as he well knew, 
only by a irail and decaying Tenure. Powis, 
who, notwithstanding his avowed Disappro- 
bation of the JEatt India Bill, and his in- 
vincible Repugnance to the Coaiition, did 
not the less condemn and oppose the Form- 
ation of the new Administration, as wholly 
subversive of the Dignity and iuhereoit Rights 
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oi the lowo* Home of ParJidmtot ; rising 
in iaa Phte^ vr^iaated another £fibrt for 
compelling the King to ditmisa the Fihrt 
Lord of the Treasury. A most animated* 
long, and acrimonious Debate ensued, ter- 
minating in Favour of Opposition, »t a very 
late Hour of the Morning, aftier two Diri- 
sions, both which Fox carried ; the first, by 
a Majority of ttceiUyi the last, by twdUy-one. 
The Address voted, was ordered, to. be pre- 
sented by the whole House. . But, this Tri* 
umph, however apparently gratifying, mig^t 
be considered rather as nominal, than real ; 
not eadending in Fact beytmd the TbreshDld 
of the Lobby, and bang neither calculated 
to intimidate the Sovereign, nor to accelerate 
the First Minister's Resignation. 

Ix>rd Nugent, who might with ^en more ' 
Propriety dian W^bore Ellis, be dehomi^' 
nated the Nestor oithe House of Commons, 
at the Pmod of which I am writing; and' 
who manifested all the Garrulity of 01(f' 
Age, sustained by a Sort of unblushing Fa-' 
cility of Utterance, which might pass for 
Eloqtience;!— took, a prominent, and on es^ 
traol'dinwy Part in.the Di«eua««n. Though 
dosdy eoaaccted .with Earl Temple, tt} 
3 D 3 
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whom he had married his Daughter, the 
Heiress of his Fortuoe; yet be professed 
ardently to wish a Reconciliation and a 
Union between' the two Rival Statesmen. 
As an Encouragement to attempt so great 
' a national Object, he stated that he had 
accomplished, more than thirty Years be- 
fore, a similar Undertaking, by means of a 
personal Interview between Lord Granville 
and Mr. Pelham, which took Place at his 
own Residence. " These two Candidates 
" for Power," said Lord Nug^it, " came to 
" the Appointment, disguised. I introduced 
"them to each other, and then left them 
" alone. A good Supper, and excellent 
" Wine, which I had provided, soon banish- 
" ed mntual Reserve. They spoke freely, 
" became Friends, and so remained. Thus 
" was tliis Coalition effected in a dngle 
" Night. I am not much acquainted with 
"the two Gentlemen bow sitting of^site 
" each other; but, if they will meet at my 
'^ House, they shall have a delicate Supper, 
" with the finest Wines. They nuty even, if 
** they pletise, get gloriously drunk. And I will 
" answer for it, over the Bottle, their Punc- 
" tilios and Distrust will vanish : while Con* 
** fidence will spring iip, where Diffidence 
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"iweviously" existed," This PropositioD, 
.which seemed rather adapted to a private 
.convivial Party, than .becoming a l^islatiye 
Assembly, excited do Remark from any 
Quarter ; and was excused on Accoaot of 
the Age, sustained by the bold Peculiarities 
of the noble Person with whom it originated. 
Pitt and Fox could not have been reconciled, 
or made tq act together, like Mr. Pelham and 
Lord Graiirille. The Men, and the Times, 
^ere, both, equally different. 

I have never witnessed greater oratorical 
Exertions made by Fox, than on that Even- 
ing. In a Speech of prodigious Lei^h, 
which might be said to try the Patience of 
the House, he endeavoured to concentrate 
every Argument, and to exhaust every Topic 
of Declam^ion. Biit, bis Antagonist, ele- 
vated by the Victories obtained " without 
Ooors, in various Towns and Counties ; as 
well as nearer Home, at Hackney, where the 
Freeholders of Middlesex had been con- 
Tened ; and above all, in Westminster itself, 
where Fox had just received the most un- 
equivocal Marks of the Disapprobation, or 
rather Indignation, of his own Constitueiits ; 
— elated by his Consciousness «f these Ad- 
vantages, Pitt, with far more Brevity, but. 
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ID a htgber Tone than He' bad erer yet as- 
sumed, retorted on bis Adversary with iii- 
conceiTable Severity. After exposing to 
Derisum, the Inconsistence cf bis present 
Conduct, in becoming the Champion of a 
small Majority of the Honse of Commons, 
instead of constitnting tiie distinguished Or- 
gan of the popular Voice, as he once was; 
and complimenting him on tbe Dexterity, 
with which he supported in tarn the most 
opposite political' Characters; Pitt justified 
himself from the Chai^ of Imposture, in 
representing to the Nation tbe pernicious 
Consequences to the British Constitution, 
Uiat must have resulted from *' tbe East 
" India Bill." His Expressions, — I mean, 
Pitt's, — were dipt in Gall, though arrayed 
in all the Elegance of Language. " Tbe 
" Right Honorable Gentleman," observed 
the Minister, " has this Evening appeared in 
" a Character entirely new ; but, which he 
. " supports, as, indeed, he does all bis Parts; 
" — with wonderfiil Ability. He is to-night 
" the Champion of a small Majority of 
" this House, against tbe loud and decided 
*' Voice of the People. He has even endea- 
" Toured, in this, his new Character, to 
" calumniate the English People. Jinpw 
" ture was the T«ib used by his learned 
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" Friend; (Erakine), — ^for, how should the 
" People understand the India Bill ? Do 
" they know all the Abuses practised on the 
** Gauges ? — Sir, they know, that the Loss, 
** nay, the Auoihilation of India, could not 
" compensate for the Subversion of the Con- 
" stitutioD. They could see that the Silt 
** raised up a new Power, strippiug the 
** Crown of its Prerogative, and the People 
" of their chartered Rights, in order to ren- 
" der its Author, a JMctator over both his 
" Sorereiga aod his Country." 

Then descending to personal Objects, " the' 
** Right Honorable Gentleman," said he, 
*' calls me a mere nominal Minister, the Pup- 
" pet of Secret Influence. It is because I dis- 
" dain io become his Puppet, by resigning 
" my Office, that he thus denomin&tes me. 
" But, his contemptuous Expressions sliall- 
** never provoke me to Resignation. My- 
" own Honour tuid Reputation f never will 
" resign, to place myself under his Protec- 
"tion; to accept a Nomination from him,- 
" and thereby to become a poor, powerless, 
" self-condemned, unprofitable Minister in 
" his Train:— a Minister, serviceable to him 
" perhaps, but altogether incapable of serv- 
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" ing my King, or my Country. IC indeed, 
" 1 have, as he asserts, submitted to become 
" the Puppet and the Mioion of the Crown, 
" why will he condescend, to admit me 
" among his Band?" — '* Severe, therefore, as 
'* the Conflict is, my Conscience, my Duty, 
" my Attachment to the Constitution, main- 
'-' tain me in my present arduous Situation. 
" It arises not from Contempt or Defiance 
" of the coostitutional Resolntions of this 
" Assembly. Neither a Point of Honour, 
" nor the Love of Power, impel me to cliog 
" to Office. The Nature of the Hme, and 
" I will add, the Voice of the Country, call 
" on me to defoid this Fortress, and nothing 
" shall induce me to surrender it." He con- 
cluded by levelling the severest Reproaches, 
on Fox, for stopping, or as the Opposition 
termed it, suspending and postponii^ the 
Supplies ; thus sacrificing the public Inte- 
rests, to private Animosity or Ambition. No 
Reply was made to this eloquent Harangue, 
which seemed finally to extiognish all the 
fallacious Hopes, so long nourished by san- 
gnine or credulous Individuals, of beholding 
an Administration founded on a broad Basis. 
It became evident, that no Intentions of such 
a Nature, were seriously cherished or en- 
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couraged ; and it was equally palpable, that 
one of the two conteodiDg Parties, must ulti- 
mately . sink under the Superiority of his 
Opponrat. 

j;2l8t^27th February.] Already Fox's 
Majority, undennined by many Caasesi .be* 
ganto exhibit ' Symptoms of rapid Decay. 
While some Members abaodoned the Caaii- 
tien, ia Deference to the public Voice, or in 
Obedience to the Remonstrances of their 
immediate Constituents ; Others yielded to 
Su^estiooB of a personal or interested PJa- 
ture, and withdrew from a siukiog Parfy, 
whose approaching Extinction they antici- 
pated. These latter Individuals drew on 
themselres the bitterest Sarcasms for their 
Desertion, not only from Fox, but, at di^ 
fereot Times, from various Members of the 
Opposition. The King's Answer to the last 
Address, drawn up with consuraraate Skill, 
gracious in its Language, conciliating in its 
Professions, declaring how anxiously His 
Majesty desired to form " a firm, efficient, 
" extended, and united Administration ;" 
but, lamenting the Inefficiency of his £0brts 
for that Purpose ; denying that it would be 
advanced or fecilitated by the previons Dis- 
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missioD of his Ministers, a^mt iriiom no 
Chaige or Complaint was prefmred; ob^ 
serruig that Nnmbers of his Subjects ha4 
expressed thdr SatisfactioD at the late Chai^ 
m bis Councils ; and finally declining to va- 
c«te the essential Offices of execative Go- 
Tcmment, till he should see a Prospect of 
cffiscting such a Union as his faitiifiil Com* 
JBODS recofnmended: — this R^ljr aogrooited 
flie Embarrasnnents, while it added to Uie 
Dismay, of the CotUitum Leaders. 

On the Question being agitated, of ad- 
Jonnm^ its Consideration for two or three 
Days; after a short Debate, Fox fonnd 
ft«DBsdf indeed still in a Majority, but it con- 
nsted only of seven, thoogh near three Hun- 
dred and fifty Members voted. He made 
■ererlheless, on the first Day of the ensuing 
Month, when the Royal Answer was read 
by the Speaker, another desperate Attempt 
tn carry tiie ministerial Trenches by Storm, 
■ad sustained it by bis accustomed Display 
of Eloquence. The Debates themselves had 
however ceased to excite the same Interest, 
m to awaken the same Attention, as they 
bkl produced in earlier 'Stages of the Con- 
test. Yet in a very full House, falling little 
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i^rt of fonr Hondred, tliie Opporition main- 
tamed ^leir Superiority, and even nwe to 
twelve. AnotbcT Address was Toted; but, 
thongfa it stfll besought tfae Soverngn " to 
" lay Uie Foundation of a strong and stable 
" Goverament, by ihe previAns Removal of 
" his present Ministers ;" it lamented " tba 
" Failure of bis EndeaTonrg for forming aa 
" nnited Administration ; and their Concern-, 
" as well as Disappointment, at bis M^esty'-s 
" not having been advised to take any further 
" Steps for effecting the Object" It was 
impossible nlore clearly to admit their Ina^ 
bility to dictate to the Crown, and their 
Desire of dividing with Pitt the Power, of 
which it had become evidently impracticable 
wholly to deprive him. 

The whole Drift and Object of Fox's 
Speech were designed to prove, by Refe- 
rence to the fivoits of the two preceding 
Rdgns, that both Geoi^ the First and 
Second had invariably complied with the 
expressed Wishes of the House of Commons^ 
in the Choice or Dismission of their Minis- 
ters. No Principle of the Coostitution could 
indeed be more clearly recognized, or more 
indisputable. Pitt himself admitted it But* 
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its practical Application in the. present la- 
stance, violated comtnon Sense, because nei- 
ther Cause nor Reason was assigned for com- 
pelling the King to dismiss his confidmtial 
Servants. " No Man," observed the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in his Reply to Fox, 
" can more strongly maintain than myseli^ the 
** Right of this House to advise tiie Sovereign, 
" in Uie Exercise of all his Prert^tives. But, 
" that a Declaration of this House, disap- 
** proving His Majesty's Ministers, should, 
" ipso Facto, compel him to dismiss them, 
" or oblige them to resign, I never will 
*' allow." — " Does the History of this Coun- 
" try afford any Instance of an Administrar 
" tion called on to retire irom Office, without 
** a Cause?" — Fox's Mfgority constituted the 
only Refutation of such Reasoning. 

[4th and Sth March.] In his Answer to 
their Address, the King nearly repeated his 
preceding Declaration ; only subjoining, that 
" he did not consider the Failure of his 
" recent Endeavours to form an extended 
" and united Administration, as constituting 
*' a final Bar to its Accomplishment, if it 
" could have been obtained on Principles of 
" Fairness and Equality." But, as though 
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he had been desirous at the same Tim^ of 
extibguishing any such £xpectation8, be 
added, " I know. of no fiirtber Steps that I. 
"can take, that are likely to ~ remove the 
" Difficulties which obstruct that desirable 
" End." Fox, who beheld as in a Mirror, 
the Sentence of his perpetual Exclnsicm fix>ui 
Office, conveyed under these Expressions of 
the SoToeign; after first postponing the 
Consideration of His Migestys Reply^ for 
four Days, endeavoured to throw an insur-' 
mountable Barrier in the Way of Dissolu- 
tion, by delaying the Progress of the Mutiny- 
Bill through the House. An animated De- 
bate ensued on the Subject ; in which, while 
the two Leaders took only a comparatively 
inferior Share, Lord North spoke at con-> 
siderahle Length, and with great Abili^; 
Under the possible Anticipation that the 
Majority might be able to prevent the Mu- 
tiny Bill from passing, Opinions bad been 
hazarded from Persons seated on the Minisi 
terial Benches, that even though that annual 
Act should be suflered to expiry yet tiie 
King might keep the Army t<^ther ;. both 
the Men, and the Money for their' Payment, 
being already voted. When therefore Uie' 
Consent of the House of Peers shoald be 
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obtaioed, die Crown, it was asserted, m^;kl 
jMve an Anny oh Foot, with the reei^niaed 
Approbation of Parliament. Sk Adam Fer- 
guson, Member for the €ounty of Ayr in 
Scotland, a Mao of sound Sense, himself bred 
to the Scotch Biu", where he had attained to 
Eminence, supported the Proposition/ 

ThoB Doctrine, wluch, it most be ooofes- 
sed, was not to be found ia " the ffill of 
'* R^ts;" and which might, in its Bffects, 
have proved snbversiTe of the British Con- 
stitution ; received, it is true, no direct Sane* 
ti(Hi from Pitt r but it did not the less pro* 
Toke and produce from varions Qnartov, 
^ severest Animadversion. Lord North 
obser^K), that " anch a Discov^, if founded 
•? in Law, might well make esvery Man 
" treitible for his Liberty. Those whomam- 
" taioed it, must however likewise assert, 
'* that the Array ihight be kept t<^ther 
*^ witfaoat Discipline, and without JPanieh- 
** ment ; the first being only enfonced, and 
** Uie latta- (»ily infiibted, under the Mutiny 
" Act" He conduded by reminding Mini»- 
tcn, ** that Dotwidistanding the Money had 
'* been vottd for the /Payment <rf the A^my ; 
*'. yet, until the A<it specifically op^roprwtn^ 
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" k to that Brtttdi of Service, had passed; 
" no Power or Right existed in. Administrft- 
" tioD, to issue any Sum, however small, for 
"the Puipose." Finally he warned them, 
that " as a Prorogatiou or Dissolution does 
" away every Vote of Supply, not previously 
" carried into an Act oi ParliameDt ; if 
** therefore the Mioist^ should have Recourse 
** to sncfa a Measure, tiie Votes of Army, 
^ Navy, Ordnajice, and Supply of every 
" Kind, moat instantly be destroyed and &J1 
" to the Qround." No_ Answer was made 
or attempted irom the Treasury Bench, to 
these Denunciations, which did not indeed 
admit of any constitutional Reply; and only 
•erved to shew the critical, as well as awful 
Powtion of the Country, left vrithout an 
efficient Government, and apparently on the 
Vei^ of a Suspension or Extinction of tH 
its Establishments. 

Powis and Marsham, who commonly acted 
in Conoert, uniting their Efforts on this Oc- 
taisiop, attacked tbe MiBister in Language of 
equal Eneigy and Acrimony- The forma*, 
«fter expiessing bis Amazement at the King's 
Answer, and wishing for Time to «hed a 
Tew. over dte expitjiig Pignily. and t« legu- 
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late the Fuueral Procession' of the House 
of CommoDs ; lamented that Admioistration 
appeared to be detennined on prosecntiDg 
their mad Career^ and on elevating Preroga- 
tive above Privil^e. Marsham reiterated 
the same Sentiments, while he protested that 
no Act could be more remote from his In- 
tention, than to delay the public Business^ 
or to plunge the Country into Confiisiob. 
Rigby, who had been called on by the 
Attorney Qeneral, only a few Days b^ore, 
to pay into 'the Ei^chequer, the large Ba- 
lances of public Money remaining in his 
Hands; — a Demand of which he loudly 
complained, as harsh and illiberal, though 
he could not venture directly to oppose or 
resist it; — came forward once more Very con- 
spicuously in the Course of the Debate. 
With that blunt, bold, dictatorial, and coarse 
Style of Oratory, which always characterized 
him ; but, of which, since the Extinction of 
Lord North's Government, he had exhibited 
comparatively few Specimens; he reprobated 
the Audacity of a Minister who presumed 
to remain in Office with a Majority of the 
Hoase of Commons against him : observing, . 
that it was reserved for the present Days, to 
produce a Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
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said to Pcurliament, " I care not for yojqr 
" Migority. Tbe King; has appointed me, 
" and you have ootbing to do with the Busi- 
" ness." He fioiMhed by declaring, that bis 
Blood boiled with Indigoation, at tlie bare 
MeotioD of retaining an Anny without a 
Mutiny Bill. Pitt did not condescend to 
notice these personal Sarcasms or Auimad- 
versioDS ; which, he well knew, however they 
tnigbt operate within tbe 'Walls of the As- 
sembly where they were pfobounced, would 
produce uo injurious Consequences . to him 
among the People without Doors. On tbe 
Division for adjourning tbe Committee upon 
the Mutiny Bill, be was again left in a 
Minority of nine; the !^umbers being 171 
against 163; Fox still retaining his sLoider 
Possession of the House. 

[8tb March.] But, the Termination of this 
great Ccmflict, on which, not only England, 
but. all £urope had their Eyes fixed, and 
which bad ^ready lasted near eleven W^ks; 
to the Suspension of every kind of public 
Business, . could not be longer protracted by 
any Efforts of Eloquence,- oar aay Combina- 
tions of Faction. The Kii^, in Terms of 
gracious, yet firm DeterminatioB, had twice 
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..Google 



780 UtsTOitldAL [1784. 

defused to coniply with the Demand oif a 
Majority of the lower Boose ; and that Ma- 
jority was become not less odious to the 
People, than it had proved itself hostile to 
the Crown or Administration. So nonatu- 
ral a State of Things, carried in its Essence, 
the Seeds of its speedy Extinction. Fox, 
though apparently Master of the House, 
found himself unable to advance ; and he 
could not remaiu* stationary, or recede, with- 
out exposing his Party to Ridicule, while 
they were silently undermined, and dimi- 
nished in Numbers, from Day to Day. 
His Embarrassments, which did not admit 
of Concealment, necessarily augmented the 
Confidence of his ministerial Adversaries. 
Nor did he attempt to disguise than, vben 
the Consideration of His Majesty's Answer 
to the last Address, came before the House. 
In Terms of querulous Indignation, he stig- 
matized the Reply, as a Compound of Con- 
tradiction, Duplicity, Insult, and Violation 
«f the British Constitution. Having attempt- 
ed to justify and defend the Rtght of the 
Commons to demand the Removal of Mi- 
nisters, without stating their Reasons, or 
assigning any. specific Cause for such Dis- 
mission; he avowed that the only becoming 
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Measure now left, vas to move a Resolii- 
tioD, that " whoever should advise his Ma- 
" jeaty to codtioue his preseot Admiuistra- 
" tioD, was an Enemy to his Country." But, 
however disposed and desirous he might be 
to proceed to this Act, he was restrained by 
his Consciousness that be could not cany 
with him even a Majority of the most limited 
Description, if he made the Attempt. Many 
of his Adherents had already announced to 
him their Determination to proceed no fur- 
ther, accompanied with Menaces of with- 
drawing their Support, if he tried so des- ' 
perate an Experiment. Thus situated, Fox 
stopped; and after loading Ministers with 
the bitterest Reproaches, for having, as he 
.asserted, overset the Country, involved pub- 
lic Credit in remediless Confusion, suffered 
our foreign Concerns to run to Ruin, and 
incurred the Guilt of leaving our East In- 
dian Possessions, a Prey to every Species 
of Enormity, Peculation, and Tyranny ; he 
declared that it was not his Intention to stop 
the Supplies. While he charged Pitt with 
inordinate Ambition, as well as with having 
manifested a decided Aversion to political 
Union ; he finished by only moving, not an 
Address, but, a Rqrreaentatwn to the King. 
3e2 
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It was tong, expostalatory, arguDiefltativ^, 
if not cruDJiwdng; and recapitnlated all tlie 
Points, oh vhicb tbe Crown and theCommons 
Jiad so obstinately contended: bnt it con- 
tained no new Matter, except lamentiiig that 
" His Majesty's Advisers had not tboug^t 
" fit to suggest any fiu-ther Steps, for re- 
" BioTing the Difficulties which impeded the 
" Formation of an extended Administra- 
" don." 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer took 
little or no Part in the Debate which ensned 
on that Evening. Dandas, howerer, b^>- 
plied his Place, witii great Acnteness, Eo- 
ei^, and Ser^ity. Retorting on the Oppo- 
sition, all the AccnaatioBS bron^t forward 
by tiiem, of pursuing a mad and desperate 
Career, to the Subversion of the Constitatioa, 
whose true Principles tbey outraged; he ea- 
deavoured to shew that Fox's Experience 
proved the Incapacity of the House of Gom- 
tnons itself, however powerful a Bruicfa of 
the L^;;i8latuTe it might be, to enforce its own 
unconstitutional Resdutions. He treated the 
•Representation, as a Mam/esto, caloolated to 
delude the Nation, by disguising 4be Teal In- 
tention of Fox ; which aimed at elevating the 
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Speaker's Mace above the Royal Sceptre; 
and gmng virtnally to the R^reseDtatives 
of the People, the Right of naming Minis- 
ters. Towards the Conclusion of his able 
Harangue, after vindicating Pitt from the 
Imputation of opposing a Union of Parties, 
if it could have been effected, on fair and h<>- 
nourable Principles; he alluded with great 
Force, though guardedly and bypotheti- 
cally, to the well authenticated Lists of 
Peerages, Offices, and Emolnments, known, 
to be promised to their Adber^its, by the 
Opposition l^eadears, who thus condescended 
to avail themselves of every Engine of Se- 
duction or Corruption : — Engines, by which, 
it was obvious, the Country m^ht be as 
completely enslaved, and the Constitutioa 
subverted, as by the worst Minion of the 
most wicked, or arbitrary Mooarchl Sd- 
doin have I heard Dundas, during the Coarse 
of his long and brilliant Parliamentary Ca- 
reer, display mwre Ability or Eloqumce, 
than on that Evwing, which may in Fact 
be r^arded as having terminated the Con- 
test between Pitt and .Fox; between the 
Crown, and a Majority in the Uonse of 
Commons. " Why Will not the Right Ho- 
" nwable Gentleman," . observed he, '* insert 
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'.* in his Manifesto, that this House claims a 
" Right of putting a Negative on His Ma- 
"Jesltf's Appointment of Ministers, without 
" assigning any Reason ? — Because he knows 
" that such a Pretension might alarm the 
" Countrj', add then CoiiDter-Declarations 
" might appear against it" — '* But, let me 
" suppose for a Moment, that instead, as 
" the Constitution directs, of the Sovereign 
" naming and protecting Ministers, this Ae- 
" sembly should assume .both those Privi- 
" leges; in that Case, a Combiuation of 
" Men might pay as servile Court to indivi- 
" dual Members of Parliameat, as ever Mi- 
" nion did to a despotic Prince, If the 
" House exercise the Right of Nomination 
" and of Controul, any abandoned Faction, 
" commanding a Majority ; by Artifice with- 
" in Doors, and by Corruption without ; 
" by Promises of Peerages, Places, and 
" ^nohmeiUs, may so entrench themselves, 
" that if they can likewise name themselves 
" Ministers, the Country may be as com- 
" pletely subjected, and the Constitution as 
" totally overturned, as by the most able or 
" systematic Tyrant." 

This Mirror, though only held up as a Fic- 
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tion or a Hypothesis, reflected most distinctly 
to every Bdolder, the Image of the Coalition. 
Fox madeno Reply to Dundas; but, Burke, 
who, ever since the Rejection of " the East 
India Bill," as if overcome by his second Dis- 
mission from the Pay-Office, had scarcely 
once risen in the House, or taken his accus- 
tomed Share in the Discnssions which arose 
within its Walls; made ample amends on that 
Night, for his preceding Silence. Though he 
spoke with great Animation, and with equal 
Elotpience, yet no Exertions could sustain a 
declining, as well as unpopular Party, or 
infuse Vigour into its component Members. 
Even die Subject of Controversy itself^ agi- 
tated and exhausted by so many Repetitions, 
no longer inspired the same Interest; the 
greatest Ingenuity being scarcely able to 
Bug^iiest any new Ideas, or to strike out 
any fresh Matter of Argument Uncommon 
Anxiety was manifested, and Impatience dis- 
played, for the Division, which took Place 
about Midnight; when Fox's Majority be- 
came reduced to one solitary Vote, the 
Numbers on each Side considerably exceed- 
ing those on the Division of the 5th of 
March. Three Hundred and eighty-five 
Members were present, of whom 191 di 
vided with Oppontiop, and 190 with Admi- 
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iiistration. Great Exultation was expressed 
by the miDisterial Side of the House, while 
eorresponding Depression appeared on the 
opposite Benches, at so decisive a Proof of 
the approaching Fall of the Coalition; 

[9th March.] The political Spell which 
had so long suspended and paralyzed all the 
Functions of Government, was now dissolT" 
ed ; and on the ensuing Day, the Mutiny 
Bill, no longer opposed, passed through the 
Committee. Fox, divested of that Cwitro! 
which he had exercised over the Assembly 
ever since it met in November, appeared there 
in Person ; but, " shorn of his Beams:" not 
can we consider the Discussions which sub* 
sequently arose on various Points, as other 
than mere Conversations, since no Division 
was ever again attempted by the Opposition, 
down to the Period of the Prorogation and 
Dissolution of Parliament. Yet, scarcely 
any Debate which, took Place during the 
interesting Session under our Review, opeO' 
ed more curious Matter of Speciilation or 
of Controversy, than the pne that followed 
Fox's Defeat. Powis and Marsham, who 
had taken so conspicuous a Part tbrotigh- 
out the whole Contest, appeared for the last 
Time on the Theatre. The. forma-, in a 
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Speech replete with pointed AnimadTer- 
sions, and conceived with great Powers of 
Mind, endeavoured, while be justified him- 
self from the Chai^ of iDCOnsistency in hig 
Conduct, to throw on Pitt the Accusation 
of Duplicity or InsiDcerity, in his preten(jed 
N^otiation for forming an extended Admi- 
nistration. He admitted that the House of 
Commons and the Minister having engaged 
in a constitutional Contest, the former was 
conquered; " for though scarcely a Century 
" had elapsed, since a Vote of the Commons 
' " could bestow a' Crown, it could not in 
" 1784, procure the Di&mission of a Miois- 
" ter." Having related, vrith apparent Ex- 
actitude, the leading Points ou which had 
hinged the Attempt to produce an Interview 
between the Duke of Portland and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as the first 
indispensable Step' towards a general Unitm;' 
be hesitated not to declare, that " all ' the 
" Concessitm was on one Side, while the 
" Minister refused either Explanation, or 
" the smallest Advance leading to Concilia^ 
" tioD." Pitt made, it is true, a prompt, 
able, and animated Reply to this Imputa- 
tion : but I will fairly own, that it impressed 
me as more rhetorical than solid, and car- 
ried with it no Couviction ;, though the Rear 
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sons assigned by him for the Rupture of the 
proposed Conference, if not severely scruti- 
nized, appeared specious and reasonable to 
the Ear. 

I ought here to observe, that though Powis 
and Marsham seemed to perform equal 
Parts in this Portion of our History, and 
might be considered as joint Conductors of 
the St Alban's-Tavem Meeting; no Compa^ 
risoo could be made between their respec- 
tive Talents. Marsham was an ordinary 
'Man, of good Intentions, and plain Sense, 
without Ornament 'or Decoration of any 
Kind. But, Powis possessed a classic and 
a cultivated Understanding, strong Feelings, 
a natural, ardent, and winning Command of 
Words, with much Discrimination of Cha- 
nct^. ' Though in my Opinion, his Rever- 
enee tor the House of Commons blinded 
him to such a Point, as to prevent him from 
percaviogor recognizing bow Fox had con- 
verted that Assembly into a mere Engine 
of his Ambition ; while Pitt really defended 
the Constitution against the House; — yet I 
do not on that Account consider Powis as 
entitled to less Respect under every Point of 
View. Some Parts of his Speech on the 
present Occasion, were of uncommon Beau- 
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ty, warm Colonring, and great Truth. I 
allnde particularly to his Description of the 
Forces led on by the Minister, Thorn he 
divided into three Squadrons, having, each, 
their appropriate Characteristics, " The 
" first," (whom I have mentioned ali^ady ' 
elsewhere,) said Powis, " may be deno- 
" minated his Sod^ Guard, com[K>sed of 
" light, young Troops, who dischai^e their 
" little Arrows with no ordinary Dexterity, 
" against all that refuse Allegiance to their 
'* Leader, The second is his Corps of roy<U 
" Volunteers, the steady Champions of Pre- 
" rog^tive, ever ready to attack those who 
" presume to oppose Privii^;e against royal 
" Authority. The last is his L^on of De- 
" serters, attached to him by no other Tye 
" or Principle than Interest ; and who hav- 
" ing deserted to him fi'om that Motive, will 
" quit him as soon as Fortune apd Favour 
" abandon him. Such, Mr, Speaks, is the 
*' Composition of the Armyt which has 
" vanquished this Assembly, and conquered 
" the Constitution !" We must candidly ad- 
mit that Powis was no common Orator ; nor 
ought we to be surprized that such Parlia- 
mentary Talents raised him ultimately to the 
Peerage. 
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If, howev^*, we admire bu Description ct 
tiie ministerial Forces, which wis the Re- 
snlt of Premeditation, and may be regarded 
only as a Comftosition pronounced before 
the House of Commons ;-^how much more 
Admiration is exbited by Pitt's Reply, iQade 
on the Instant, and delivered as soon as 
Powis sat down! AftM* complimentiug bin! 
on bis versatile Facility of displaying equal 
Bloqnoice, On whichevo' Side he spok^ 
whether supporting or opposing Administra- 
tion, Pitt proceeded to comment on Powis's 
Delineation of the Anny ranged under bi^ 
own Banner. Allading to the first Corps, 
" who direw tiieir little Arrows with so mucit ' 
" Dexterity," he observed, " Probt^bly, the 
" Honorable Gentleman's Armour has not 
" been Proof against the Darts of these Ar- 
" chers : — for, those little Weapons, which 
" he affects to despise, appear to have galled 
** him -very severely. As to-the Prerogative 
" VolunteerSj who form the second Band, I 
" am [M^ud of their Support, because Pre- 
" rogative forms a Part of the Constitution, 
" like the House of Commons ; and is coo- 
".sequentiy an Object of my Veneration. 
" But, why he should denominate the third 
*' Squadron, Deserters, I own myself at a 
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" Lorn to comprefaeDd, merdy because &ey 
*^ may not tiimk proper, to adviuioe Uirougb 
'* all the Stages of F^tion, into which it 
** is attempted to precipitate thti Home" 
Hariog thus encouraged his own Troops, ht 
retorted on Powis, and eDdeav<Hired to shew 
Aat no becoming Testimonies of a aincere 
Desire to unite with the Duke of Portland, 
and to form an united Admioistration, had 
been omitted by him in bis ministerial Ca- 
pacity, during the Course of the late Nego- 

tkttOBS. 

Those Pra-soDs vtho best knew tbesecret 
Sprii^ of Affairs, at the Period Under our 
Review, have, however, 1 believe, felt, and 
some of them, have candidly avowed to me, 
tfaat the First Minister could not sincra^lf 
denre, or even mean, to form a CoaUtidn 
with FoK. Nor, if he had wished it, can wb 
easily conceive on what Basis it could bav^ 
t%posed, that offered a Prospect of Conf^e- 
tion, «id still less, of Duration. We mnst 
auppose .that Fox would have at leatd: de- 
manded the Treasury for the Duke of Port- 
land, the foreign Office ftn- bimoelfi an4 
pr<^ably, the Admiralty ibr Lord KeppeL 
Even though Lord North i^ulet have pef- 
Bftually withdrawn lus own Pretensions, yet. 
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some of bis Coanexious would necessariljr 
haT« been admitted iato the Cabinet. Does 
aDy Mao imagine that Pitt, who had atreadjr 
attaJDed'iD his own Person, to the Head of 
the Treasury and Of the Exchequer; — an 
Eminence on which, during seventeen Years 
he stood ' firm, and from which he at last 
may be said to have Toluntarily descended ; 
would have retreated into the latter of those 
two Employments, merely to place the 
Duke of Portland in the former? His Am- 
bition was not made for such moderate Li- 
mits. Still Less can any Person conceive that 
Fox wonld have consented to Pitt's con- 
tinuing to occupy his double financial Situa- 
tion, and have taken Office, as Secretary of 
State, under him. How then was the Equi- 
poise of Power to have been adjusted on 
** fiiir and equal Terms ?" The Cabinet must 
have preponderated in Favour of one, or of 
the other Candidate for Power. And which 
of them would have submitted to become the 
Subordinate? When Lord North struck his 
Bargain with the Rockingham Party, he con- 
sented to act under them a secondary Part ; 
receiving in Compensation, a Share of the 
ministerial Spoils, and obtaiuiog from them 
Protection a^nst Impeachment, for the 
Errors or Calamities of the American War. 



.y Google 



1784.] MEMOIRS. 790 

The Motives therefore for bis Conduct, were 
obrioas, natural, venial, perhaps justifiable 
in every Sense. Lord North did not demand 
to be received amoo^ bis New Allies, " on 
*" fair and equal Terms." He exacted only 
Indemnity, Oblivion, and a Participation of 
Offices. But, Pitt must have begun, like 
Sylla in Antiquity, or like Fairfnx m our 
-own History, by laying down his Power, at 
a Moment too when be had nearly consoU- , 
dated its Tenure.- 

Other Motives for avoiding sacb a Con- 
nexion with Fox, would unquestionably sug- 
gest themselves to his Mind. The late Secre- 
tary of State no longer constituted an Object, 
either of popular Affection, ot of Royal Ap- 
prehension. His own Imprudence, Ambi- 
tion, and rapacious Policy, had precipitated 
him from his Elevation. Nor could the 
Minister have formed a Junction with the 
Colleague of Lord North, the Author in his 
own Person of the " £ast India Bill," with- 
out perhaps incurring some D^ree of politi- 
cal Condemnation, if not of moral Contami- 
nation or Censure. Fox, indeed, might and 
undoubtedly would, have consented to mo- 
dify that obnoxious Measure, in a Way to 
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render it barmletjs to the Constitution. Bat, 
Experiebce of the bitto- Fruits produced by 
the late Coalition, held out no Encourage- 
ment to Pitt, (or concluding a second similar 
Union. He stood moreover on &r higher 
Ground than his Antagonist ; combining at 
once the FaTour of the Sovereign, the At- 
tachment of the People, and the Command 
of tiie House of Peers. Hovr is it to be sup- 
posed, that he would spontaneonsly descend 
from such a Situation, and consent to mingle 
his future Fortunes in some Measure vritii a 
Man, whose Line of public Action he had stig- 
matized with the severest Epithets ; merely 
to conciliate the Suffrages of the Gentlemen 
who met at the St Albeo's Tavern } These 
Reflections may probably induce us to b&- 
fi^ve, that neither George the Third, nor his 
Minister, could really intend to replace Foy 
in any D^ree, on the Eminence from which 
be had fallen ; though during the Progress 
tifa Contest, in which he remained, for many 
sii(:ceseive Weeks, Master of a Majority ia 
^ House of Commons, and before Matters 
were ripe for their Dissolution, Deference 
towards th£lt Braiich of the L^islature, dic- 
t^ed sin apparent Compliance with th^ 
anxious Wishes. 
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Pitt, with great Dexterity, in the Course of 
his Reply to Powts, probably conscions that 
hie conM ooit altogether disprovP, however 
he might doiy dfr repel, the Charge of 'Insin- 
cerity, contrived to briag forward a counter 
Accusation against him aod Marsfaam. To 
Both,' he indirectly applied tbe'Appellatif^ ' 
oi **.a Spy," as having obtained-by a pre- 
tended Impartiality, Access to the Secrets of 
die two contending PaMies, while they en- 
joyed the Priril^es and Immanities of Em- 
bassadors. They took Fire at the Term, as I 
doubt not, he intended they should ; and after 
respectively vindicating themselves fh>m so 
dishonourable an Imputation, Marsbam read- 
in bis Place, the Letter addr^iaed by the 
Duke of Portland to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. It served iiilly to prove, that 
the Chief of the O^ftosition Party, as 
anxiously dewred to cotmn«ice a N^otia- 
ttOD with the First Minister, as the latter 
dexterously eluded and afoidied a. Cour 
^ence. Marsbam professed bis owb. per- 
fect Conviction of the Fact. - So did Powis.. 
" I never acted as a Spy," indignantly ex- 
claimed Marsham ; ," and I make .no Scru- 
" pie of declaring my private Opinion, that' 
" I did not pei:<^ive in the Miiki^ter, the same ' 
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^' cmoeUiatory Spirit which was moiulested 
" by the Dake of Ptu-ttand.'' Powis entered 
into nrncfa more rainate D^ails od the Sub- 
ject, embraci^ die respecttre Demands «r 
Preliminaries insisted on by both PajrtieB, 
previous to actaal Negotiation. Pitt exacted 
dvee Con^tioQs. Lord North's Exclnsion 
from tiie Cabinet. A Rennnciation of the 
objectionable Parte (^ the " indin Bill ;" tuid 
an IntCTview with the Duke of Portland, 
" OB ftiir vaA equal Terms." All these 
Points were promptly eanoeded. The Coa- 
litioit, on their Part, equally demanded three 
Stipulations. First, Pitt's rirtual, though 
not actaal, Resignation. Secondly, that the 
Duke -might recdve persoually from His 
Mfgesty, the Message recommending an In- 
terriew. Lastly, that the Meaning c^ the 
Word. '^ equal," might be defined or ex- 
plained. But, all these Points Pitt refused. 
Nor wouM he tist^i to any Explanations on 
the Subject, which might fecilitate the Ac- 
compUsbment of the Object itself. Powis, 
after spedfying every Particular, subjoined, 
" Thus stood the Balance between the two 
" Parties. One, ready to make every Con- 
" cession : the other, oone. But, why should 
" a triumphaat Minister make Concessions ?" 
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F(»c spoke witb bis usual AbHity, though 
not in the commanding Tone that had cha- 
racterized him, when conscious that he could 
dictate his Pleasnre to an olxequioas Ma- 
j<«ity. With more Bitterness than was &*• 
taral to him, he felicitated his JRival qb 
" having attamed to something like a Mi^ 
" rity to su^^mt hkn ;" nor did be spare his 
sererest AnimadTersioDs oa those Indivi- 
duals, who haring hitherto voted with Op- 
position, had recently changed Sides, aad 
joined the Administratioa. Fox concluded 
by pointing out the Delusion of Pitt's Propo- 
aition, to treat on *' equal Terms," while 
be rejected the Ofier made by the Dnke Qf 
PwUaud, that the ministmal ArrangeniCBit 
■bould be conducted '* with Attention to 
" Principles of £quity and Fairness." Tb«« 
ttould remain no Doubt in the Mind of xny 
impartial Person, that the Expressions " &ir 
«< and equal," were in themselves ambigu* 
ous, and understood in different, or opposite 
Soises, by the two contending Parties. Bat. 
these Recriminations, however they might 
lor a Mookent agitate the Minds of M«t ia 
psivate Society, no longw inqieded the Pro- 
gress of public Business ; the House votli^ 
3*8 
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OD the ensuing Eveniog, the Extraordintunes 
of the Navy, without a Division. 

[liih Marcfa^^d.] It became indeed 
more and more apparent irotn Day to Day, 
that Pitt's Machinery being now tiearly com- 
plete, a Dissolution of Parliament would not 
be loDg delayed. Yet, the Opposition still 
fondly indulged a Hope ; — for, it did not 
amount to a Belief; — that, as no Act of Ap- 
propriattoQ had passed, though the Supplies 
Were voted, Ministers would hot dare to 
«pply the public Money to specific Pur- 
poses, contrary to all Precedent, if not to 
Law; and in direct Violation of. the Pr(^i- 
bitions of the House. Various Attempts 
"Were made to sound the Minister on this 
delicate Point, but, without Effect. Fox 
toolc however no personal Part in them'; and 
thoo'gh he occasionally attended in his Plac<^ 
I believe he hardly, if ever, spoke on any 
Subject, during the last eleven or Twelve 
Days that Parliament continued . in Exist- 
ence. Burke remained equally mute-; while 
Powis and Marsham, engaged in Preparar 
tions for an approaching general Election, 
disappeared altagether from a Scene, where 
they had recently performed the principal 
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Characters. The little D^;ree of Opposi- 
tion experieDced by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, arose from the Adherents of 
Lord North, or was made by that Nobleman 
himself. Sir Grey Cooper, when the Order of 
the Day was mo'ved, for going into a Com- 
mittee of Supply, on the Estimates for the Ex- 
traordinaries of liie Army ; 'conscious that it 
offered the last Occasion whjch svould present 
itself, for protesting against a DisflolutioD ; 
expatiated with considerable Energy, on thq 
Infraction, of the Constitution thfit would 
wise ;&om such a Measure. . He at the same 
Time warned the Ministers, that '* to issue 
" Money for the Pay of the Forces, contrary 
" to a Resolndbn of the El^use, declaring 
" such a Froceeding to. be a high Crime and 
*' Misdemeanour, and without any Appro- 
" priation Act," was not only illegal, but, a 
Subversion' of the Very Tenure by which the 
Ring held his Crown ; a Vote of Parliament. 
No Answer whaterer was returned to these 
Denunciations, from the Tr^sury Bench; 
but; the Supply being voted in the Commit 
tee, withontany Division taking Place, the 
Hoi^seadjoumod to the following Day. 

■ {23d March.] As the immediate piss^lu- 
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tion of PtrliameDt, had now become Matter 
of umrerBal Ncrforiety, and PreparatioDs for 
carrying it into Effect, -were already making 
in the Public Offices; a ccmsider^Ie At- 
tendance was produced in the lower House^ 
by Curiosity to witness its Extinction, rather 
ihan by any Other Motive, l^e First Minis- 
ter ai^iearing in his Place, was assailed trMn 
Ttuions QQart«*s, oo the Question beitig put 
by the Speaker, tbat " Ifae Re^rt oo iba 
" Army Extraordinaiies should be read a first 
" Time." Mr. Eden led the Way, and was 
Mlowed by Lord North, as well as by G& 
neral Conway. While each of them avowed 
that tiiey considered tfaemsdvee es address- 
utg for the last Time, an Assembly, which 
. they knew was on the Point of being difr- 
solved ; tfaey did not remonstrate or menace 
in less animated Terms, on the Supposition 
that sttch a Measure should be actoally 
carried into Execution. Every Argument 
adduced in the preceding Debate, was reite- 
rated, pressed, and ni^ed with angmoited 
Force of Lai^age. The Chancdlw of the 
Bxcfaequer ranaimng nevertheless coDtopifr- 
Monsly silent, the Report was read : but, oa 
a Motion being made for the second Reading, 
iiwd North once more rose ; and after some 
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Kxpostnlatiwis rdatire to tlw cOBtabptooQ^ 
TVeatnient e^ierieBced by the Honse apoft 
the presoit OccaBion^ demuided, " on what 
** Prfadirfe of Lam, on wiiat Doctrine re- 
** specting Hat CVmstitatioii, mi what Axph 
" ment, ot- on Irhat Antbnrit^, vben Pitriia- 
'* mcBt fdwnld be dknoWed, vonld Ministen 
" prewuie to issne Money for the Snbnst- 
" aiee oi Ae Amy ?** 

Pitt bad not he«e*er adnoiiied eohr, t6 
be now delared from consumfaiatii^ hii 
Trinmpb, by the impotent Threats of a 
powefleBs and exhatasted, aa well aa an un- 
pc^mlar FactiMi. He cat the Knot, vhieb 
he was unable to nutyc ; and dedinii^ any 
DiscosaoB of thoae great constitational 
Points which he conld not solve, and the 
Infraction of which, hecoidd not abstractedly 
justify ; confidoitly tnuted his Cause to the 
unirersal Sentiment of national Approbation, 
for coveriiq; any Derit^on fr<Mn Pariiamoi- 
tary Usage. Like /c^o, %lio in Reply to 
every £Dquiry, answos, 

" Aik me no Quesdons : what you know, yon know ;" 

he briefly obsored, that " Gentlemen might 
" make whatever Speeches they chose, and 
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." the House might act as it thoagbt proper ; 
." he would not say one Word upon the 
^" Suhjiect." The Report being then read a 
second Time, the House adjounied, and was 
summoned on the following Day, to attend 
the: House of t^eers ; where the King having 
prorogued the Parliament, after pronoancing 
a short,, but, judicious Speech from the 
Throne, welt calculated for the Emeigoicy, 
slated it to be a " Duty which he owed to 
" the £oDStitutioD apd the Country, under 
" its actual Circumstances, to recnr as spee- 
'.' dily as possible, to the Sense of his People, 
" by conToking a new Parliameot." A Dis- 
solution followed within twenty-four Hours ; 
and the Coalition, confounded, as well as 
overwhelmed, amidst the Storm which they 
had injudiciously excited, disappeared in an 
Instant, leaving the Fragipeots of their poli- 
tical Greatness scattered ia aU Directions. 

[25th March.] I have i«lated these Events, 
as they passed aoder my own Eyes, vf^ith 
the most rigid Impartiality. And if I have 
dwelt minutely on the Transactions or De- 
bates that took place in the House of Com- 
mons, during the Contest between Fox. and 
Pitt ; it must be remembered, that within 
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the Walls of that Assembly, the History and 
the T»y BxisteDce of the Country, were 
coQcentred duriog; more thaa three Moaths. 
We would vaialy seek them elsewhere. AH 
the FuQctions of Govemment stood still : 
white the'SorereigD, the Peers, and the Na- 
tion looked OD, expecting the Issue of so 
extraordinary a Conflict, which must nece»- 
sarily impress a new Character on the open- 
ing Year. Never did any -King of Great 
Britain contend for so vast a Stake, since 
Charles the First ! In contemplating the 
Scene, Mr. Pitt arrests our first Attention. 

Nothing in the Annals of this Conntry, 
subsequent to the Accession of the House of 
Brunswic, bore any Analogy to his' Position. 
When .we consider that be struggled against 
a Majority of the House of Commons, cod- 
ducted by such Talents as those of Fox, 
from the 19th of December, 1783, up to the 
9th of March, 1784 ; on any .Day of which 
Interval, he might possibly have, been im- 
peached ; and if we reflect that he vanquished 
so vast a Combination of Party, without pre- 
maturely recurring to a Dissolution, .till all 
bis necessary Arrangements of every Kind 
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were ctHopletod, atad tbe wlK>le NatfoB Iwd 
declared od his Side ; we shall probably nd* 
mit that, as do sach Instance occurs before 
Mio, no simUar Example will probably mtt 
be again ezliilHted. If, in Compliance wiUi 
laird Temple's Opinion, he had begun by 
dissolmg the Parliament as soon as he was 
i^ipointed First Lord of the Treasury and 
Chancellor of the Excheqoer, in Decembo*, 
1783 ; when the People at laige, and when 
eren tbe Inhabitants of London, »> well as 
of Westminster, were imperfectly informed on 
the Nature and Tendency of " the Bast India 
" Bill"; it is possible that a rery different 
Resnlt might have been the Consequence. 

Fox's Defeat arose from one Ihadamental 
BiTor or Miscalculation, into which he was 
nerertlieless led by tbe Experience of ail 
Paiiiamentary Contest ; namely, that a Ma* 
jority of the House of Commons, could com* 
pel the Crown to dismira its Ministers, or 
could oblige the Ministers tbnnselTes to give 
in thdr own Resignation. In his Hands, 
this constitutional Weapon, hiUierto irre- 
sistible, lost its Edge, and became hannless. 
He affected to attribute its Failure^ to a 
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spirit of Dduakm, vhicb, m lie asserted, 
aod as Iub Adheremts maiDtaiiied, had inca- 
pacitated tiie British People to distin^ish 
Trutfa from Error, Imposture from Reality. 
There is, howerer, mo Sophistry capable of 
Minding completely a whole Nation, upon 
Points 80 level to eraryUndcTstaoding; and 
if there existed any Delnaon in the Estimate 
formed by the Conntry, respecting tbe Nature 
and Tendency of " the East I«dia Bill>" the 
IMosion still snrriTet at this Day, in all its 
Force. Bat, there existed another DelflsioB 
into which Fox himself fell, when he erro- 
BCoasty cencMTed, that a Majority of the 
lower House, m whatever MaaBcr acqnired, 
and whaterer Measures or Objects it mig^t 
parane, most necessarily dictate its Pleasure 
to the SoTcrdgn, to the Hoase of Peers, and 
to the Public The two foriDcr would, 
indeed, if unsapported by the Body of &te 
People of England, hare been fonnd only 
Dust m the Balance when engaged in a 
Struggle with the genuine KepresentatiTes 
of tiiat People, the real Oi^ns of their Will 
and Oinnton. CSiarles the First, and James 
the Second, each, made the Experimrat; by 
which die fomer lost his Head, and the 
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latter, his Crown. Bat, Geoi^ the Third, 
neather attempted to exercise oppressive aod 
antiquated, if not ill^al, Prerogatives ; nor 
to impose on us a Religion prohibited by 
Law, and odious to his Subjects. And 
never did the Britiidi Conedtution manifest 
its latent Energies so strongly, as in the - 
very Act of arresting that Assembly, which, 
calling itself the Representativeti 6f the Na- 
tion, became ui the Instance before us, the 
Instruments of the Ambition of a Factitm, 
or rather, of an Individual. 

The Steadiness, the Principles, and the 
Repugnance of the King towards the CoaU' 
tiok, operated as powerful secondary Agents; 
bot they were not primary Causes. Fox, 
attentive only to the three Brwiches of the 
Constitution, which be consida^d as ornni- 
pbtent, regarded as null the Nation itself. 
But, when awakened, ro,used, and informed, 
the People hurled him in an Instant from his 
Situation. For, it' was not the Dissolution 
of Parliament, which would have reduced 
bim and his Party to Insigniflcuice, if the 
public Opinion and Confidence had accom- 
panied him. Of this Truth, a great Example 
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was ex)iit>ited in 3^80, when Lord^ North 
dissoWed the ParliameDt. The Crovenupent 
was not idle on the Occasion, and. a large 
Sam was believed to ha;Te been expended in 
EndeaTours to procure &TOurable Retunw 
to the new House of Commons. Yet, so 
unpopular wais the' Sovereign at that Time, 
so weak the Administration, and so odious 
the Amencan War, that the First Minister 
derived little permanent Strength or Adrai^ 
tage from the Measure. He held out with 
Difficnltj for one Sessi(»i, and surrendered 
early in the next, on the 30th of March, 
1782. Fox on the contrary remained for 
several Years, only an illustrious Victim of 
his inordinate Ambition, seated on the Op- 
position Bench ; till the memorable Maladj 
of bis Majesty in 1788, recalled him for a 
Moment into Day, only' to plunge'him de^ 
servedly anew into g^^ater political Depres- 



The Obligations which the King owed to 
Pitt, for liberating him froin the Chains <^ 
the Coalition, at the' Time when they were 
about to have been riretted, were certainly 
of the first Magnitude: No other Subject 
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in his Dominions, woold |m»bably bwe at- 
tempted, but, assuredly no otfaor ImUndMl 
would have Boccessfaltf perfcHined, so im- 
portant and ardnons a Service. After wit- 
nessing the Formation and Extincttou of 
tiiree Administrations, within tiie Space of 
little more than tweatf Months, George tbc 
Third behdd in Prospect, domestic Trut- 
quillitj, personal Freedom, and natiuul 
Prosperky. Nor were these the only Bea^ 
fits that resalted to him, from the Evenls 
diat we have related. All tfae Errors ani 
Mi^>rtanes of his Ragn, seemed to be 
swallowed up and foif;otten in the Grave of 
the CoaUtim. The Odium of Lord Sato's 
Ministry, and the Peace ct )7S3, aggravated 
by the Prosecution of Wilkes; — the bumi- 
liatiug Negotiation and Compnnnise nbUire 
to the Falkland Islands, which Jumim bad 
consigned to pexp^nal Re|wobatHm ; — bst}^ 
the Dii^;races of the American War, fol- 
lowed by the Loss of an Empire beyond the 
Atlantic, for which national J>e&lcation of 
Power and Territory, the King was regarded 
by a lai^ Portion of his Subjects, aa pecn* 
Uarly responsible ;—<the accumulated Evils 
of three and twenty Years, diss^^Mared at 
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once, and were obliterated. Only the Vir- 
tues of the Sovereign Bcemed to survive in 
the Memory of his People. The same 
Prince, who, in March, 1782, labored under 
a Load of Prqudice and Unpopularity ; wan 
considered in March, 1784, as the Guardian 
of the Constitution, worthy the warmest 
Testimqnies of Afifection, Gratitude, and 
Respect. They poured in upon him from 
all Quarters, acknowledging the Blesdftgs 
of his paternal Government, and approving 
the recent Interference of his Prerogative, 
for the Destruction of an unprincipled Fac- 
tion. Wilkes, who had been among the 
most ardent Opposers of " the East India 
Bill," and among the foremost Supporters 
of Pitt in Parliament, as Member for Mid- 
dlesex ; re-appeared at St. James's, where 
he met with the most gracious Reception. 
A new Order of Events, and a new .£ra, 
seemed to commence from this auspicious 
Date. In Fact, if we would point out the 
Period of Time, from the Commencement of 
this long, as well as eventful Reign, during 
which the Sovereign and the Country equally 
enjoyed most Tranquillity, as well as Feli- 
city; we should not hesitate to name the 
Interval, comprizing about four Years and 
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a half, that succeeded Pitt's Triumph aver 
Fox, in the Spring of 1784, down to the 
King's severe Seizure in the Autumn of 
1788. Here, therefore, as at a Political 
Land-mark, I shall condude the Third 
Fart of the Historical Memoirs of my own 
Time. 
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MANUSCRIPT NOTES of Mrs. H.L. PIOZZI. 



VOL. I. 

Page 53, last line. So different it is to paint mere 
mannerE, or to depict general nature ; but JohoBon 
said, that Fielding gave us the husk of life in his 
books, while Richardson picked out the kernel. 

Page 67, 1.7- I wonder Wraxall, in all this gossip, 
forbears to tell how Dr. Goldsmith said once to Lord 
Shelburne, " Why do the people persist so in calling 
your Lordship Malagrida F I am told Malagrida was 
a very honest man !" 

Page 161, 1. 22. He [Johnson] has dined with him 
[Wilkes] very often ; and they used to laugh toge- 
ther at the Scotch. Johnson says, in some of his 
letters, that he *' passed acme evening, 1 forget when, 
cracking jokes with Jack Wilkes against the Scotch." 
It was at Dilly's : and Wilkes hearing our old 
philosopher loud at the other end of the room, 
'* What is he talking there in praise of?" said he, — 
*' Of Liberty," one answered. — " Liberty !" replies - 

VOL. III. 3 G 3 
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Wilkes, " wh;, the word sounds as ridiculous in Ais 
mouth, as religion would in mine." 

Page 305, 1. 12. All this is strange to me, who 
have seen letters from the Electress Sophia to my own 
greal-^-andfather, Sir Robert Salusbury Cotton, who 
was kept by King James the Second in the Tower, 
for having bad Correspondence with her Serenity. 
He had my grandpapa with him there, a little boy — 
kit portrait is at Streatham Park now ; and the last 
Baronet, Sir Robert Salusbury Cotton, father of thb 
Lord Combermere, burned the letters: of Which I 
remember only that they were full of Latin quota- 
tions, and that she signed her name with a longy, 
fophia. This last Sir Robert S. Cotton was first 
cousin to her who writes these notes, July 1815. 

H. L. Piozzi. 

•Page-307, 1. 14. It was certainly very odd that 
the Princess never made George the First learn 
English when he was Duke of Cambridge, and, I 
believe, prayed for as heir to the Crown, — very sur- 
prising, sure ! 

Ibid. 1, 23. The poor Pretender, when I saw him 
at Florence, was under the care of a natural daugh- 
ter of his, — not very young : who took the wine 
from him if he drank too much, and the words out 
of his mouth if he talked too much. It was melan- 
choly to see the man. — La Ducbesse IVAlbani wore 
the Garter round her neck, a diamond George and 
cross pendant from it, I remember. 
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Page 316, 1. 16. Not meaning Miss Ashe, I should 
think. She muBt have been too old to be offspring 
of Rodney, sure : yet I know no one else the writer 
can mean. Mias Ash was always supposed the Prin- 
cesses daughter, but I never heard by whom. 

Page 317, ). 25. Learned, as Lord Glenberrie 
told me, by studying an old editioo of Plutarch's 
Lives, wherein are delineated the orders of battle ex- 
hibited in the ancient contests ^t Leuctra and Man- 
tinea ; and now, they say, Buonaparte wins all his 
battles by this manceuvre. 

Page 320, 1. 2. So he [Lord Lyitelton] did ; but 
the warning was given in London. He called on his 
uncle there, and told him of it. His uncle reproved 
him, and scouted the story, — of a littk bird — no 
dove — teizing him about his bed-curtains, and when 
he waked to drive it away, changing to a female 
figure, who said, " Prepare to die, my Lord ! you '11 
soon be caUed !" — " Hoto soon ?" cried lie, " within 
three years ? hah !" — " Three years !" repeated the 
figure tauntingly, "three (ia^j/" and vanished. This 
tale he told Lord Sandys ; who said, " If you do 
really believe this strange thing, and would have me 
believe it, I counsel you to change your rakish life ; 
but I suppose it is one of your fine imaginative 
whims, told but to make us stare." Lyttelton was 
a fdlow of no veracity ; his companions never cre- 
dited anything merely because he said it. 

Ibid 1. 25. So he f Lord Lyttelton] did ; and the 
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women, Mrs. Flood and two Mias Amphlete<at least, 
came to town at five in the morning, looking like 
ghosts themselves. 

Page 321, lost line. He [Lord Lyttelton] was not 
in bed ; be was reading at a table, and utting on the 
bed, with books, preparing for his speech on the next 
day to be delivered in the House of Lords. He fell 
forward, and the table gave wa;. Williams found 
all on the floor tc^ther. He cried, " Speak, my 
lord i speak, my dear lord !" but in vain. 

Page 322, 1. 25—27. That I did not know. She 
[Miss Lytteltoo] was daughto: to Lord Westcote, an 
intimate of Mr. Thrale's ; and who was no credulous 
man at all, scarcely a sound believer. He told my 
husband the story himself; his nephew told it Mm. 
All London heard the tale. He told it to everybody 
himself: most circumstaDtially, of course, to bis 
valet, Williams. But a Welsh lady, being at the 
play, heard Captain Ayscough tell it in the box, two 
nights before the death of my Lord Lyttelton. 

Page 4ia He [George the Third] was deeply 
enamoured of Lady Barah Lenox, who married Sir 
Charles Bunbury, and many, many years after, mar- 
ried Mr. Napier. The Duke of Richmond never 
forgave Lord Bute hindering his sister from being 
queen — of course j and said, that Wilkes ought to 
be encouraged. If it was only because he acted as a 
thorn in the King'i side. 
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Page 420, 1. 17. [Lady Archibald HamiltOD] mo- 
ther of poor dear old Mr. Hamilton, who died here 
[Bath] in the Circus a vtrg few years ago. He was 
father to Lady Aldborough, yet living, and to Jane 
Holmfui, lately dead. Prince Frederic was his god- 
father. I loved Jane Holman sincerely. 

Page 428, L 2. Her Letters are proofs of ber 
truth, her tenderness, ber plain sense; but wholly 
unadorned by literature. I mean Queen Mary's. 

Page 467, L21. HamiltiHi bad none [lineal repre- 
sentatives] that be owned. He once told me that he 
was the nineteenth child of \iw father and mother, and 
that neither he, nor any of his brothers and sisters, 
bad living and legal issue : I mean legitimate. 

Page 493, 1. 9- His [Lord North's] odd revenge 
on Burke should have been mentioned. The orator 
was inveighing against him white be slept, or appear- 
ed to sleep, till one language being insufficient for 
his abuse of such a minister, Burke, quoting Latin 
against him, pronounced the word " YectYgal," as 
here accentuated. " V^tigal !" said Lord North, 
and slept again. 

Page 542, 1. 10. Thurlow, enraged one day at 
dinner with his butler, cried "Go to bell > Go to the 
devil ; — to the devil, I say." — " Give me a character, 
my lord," replies the arch fellow ; " gentlemen like 
to have a character from an acquaintance." 
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Page 514, 1. 6. He [Lord Chancellor King] told 
my grandmother that they put him apprentice to a 
grocer ; " but," Bays be, *' my lady, I could never 
abide the shop after I had done eating the plums." 

Page 546^ 1. 21. He [Mr. Jenkinsonj wa£ to me a 
very particularly agreeable man aa a converser ; un- 
affectedly good-humoured, and pleasant in his voice 
and manner — though eminently ugly, bng and lean 
— with strange sort of eyes, oddly thrown up, or cast 
dowa ; but never looking like the eyes of any other 



Page 555. Wallace was a coarse man with a 
provincial dialect — his wife was amiable. — Wedder* 
burn was charming; but then he was all over affec- 
tation, and bad beautiful eyes ; and I liked Jenkin- 
son better. 

VOL. IL 

Page 252,1.25. So he [Rumbold] was, and what 
is much more surprising, he had the air and look of 
a man of quality. Very strange, surely, in a black- 
shoe-boy, for such he was, at starting. 

Page 330, 1. 22. By no means disinterested: he 
[Dr. Moore] was sure to get preferment from the 
duke, and only a life-annuity from the duchess, — to 
whom be probably preferred some other woman. It 
was prudent management of good fortune, but by no 
means a proof of disinterestedness. 
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Page 338, 1. 17. The character of George the 
Third was unifonnly moral, and uniformly discreet. 
He was what we call a steady boy io early youth. 
A confideDtial friend, and natural bod, indeed, of one 
of my uncles, was about the court in Leicester Fields, 
when Prince 'FVederic of Wales died : he told my 
mother the following story : — " The princess was 
sitting one day of her early widowhood pensive and 
melancholy, her two eldest sons playing about the 
room. ' Brother,' said the second boy, ' when you 
and I are men grown, you shall be married, and I 
will keep a mistress.' — * Be quiet, Eddy,' replies the 
present King, ' we shall have angw presently for 
your nonsense. There must be no mistresses at all.' 
— ' What you say f cries old Augusta ; * you more 
need learn your pronouns as the preceptor bid you 
do. Can you tell vat is a pronoun f — ' Yes, very 
well,' rejJies Prince Edward: 'a pronoun is to a 
noun what a mistress is to a wife, — a substitute and 
a representative.' " 

Page 365. [Mr. Thomas Pitt.] A finical lady- 
like man. He married Miss Anne Wilkinson, a rich 
merchants daughter, and was father by her to the 
mad Lord Camelford. The other sister, poor soul ! 
married Lord George Sackville's Smith, as they call- 
ed him, and was by him mother to the hero, Sir 
Sydney Smith. 
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impriioDed atCinlnt, 63 ; hii death. 



factor and penonal appearance, ii. 
193 ; hit nctoriei in America, it, ; 
bis resened diipovtioa, 194. 

Anion, Cmnmodore, notice of his ex- 
pedition round Cape Horn, iii.204. 

Aqueduct of A Icantaia, consttucled bv 
JohnV.i. 66. 
eroftSe Ordnance, Anada, Coant d', Spanish ambaa- 
sador at Paiii, his instructions, iiL 



A rde D , Mr. appoiniedsoUcitor-geDeral . 

cbaracier of him, iii< 617 ; hii 

political talents, ib. 
Arnold, Gen. remarks on his appeal* 

ancfl at Court, ii. 635. 
Ashbumhan, John £ail of, groom of 

the stole, remarks iQspecting, iii. 72. 
AshbuTton, John Dunning Aral Loid, 

see Dunning. 
Atkinson, Mr. anertion reipectiDg, ii. 

361 . 368. 
Aubign6, H. d', anecdote in the 



"Mem 






64. 



Life," i. 251. 
ssorlSni 



Althoi_ 

, remaiks re- 

Ameriea. stlempt to tai the cotanies 
of, ii. 1 12 ; disnvered from Eng- 
land. 429; Congress of, leTDset lo 
negotiale with Gi«at Biilun, iii. 
39 ; negoliitioni for peaoe between 
Great BriUin and, 198; emau- 
cipated from Great Britun, 313. 

American Goiemmenl, remarlu ra- 
spscling, ii. 380. 

treat;, eKdi of, on Great 

Britain, iii. 278 ; character of, 305. 

war, remarks raapecting, ii. 

113. 115. lie. S76. 406.423. 451. 
621. 

Amherit, Jafier; first Lord, his cha- 



Augusta Carol !□< . 

wick Wolfenbuttel, married lo tne 

Prince of Wirlemberg, i. 212 ; bet 

m<riterioua death, 213. 319. 230. 

Augusta Eliubeth, Princess of Tour 

the cotaniea and Talis, her supposed execotiOD, 



1.373. 



Bahama Islands, Spaaith expedition 

against, iii. 301. 
Banbnrj, inhabitants of, thdr address 

tolheking, iii. 751. 
Bankes, Mr. member for Coife Castle, 

bis allusion to the proposed ceaaion 

of GibtalttT to Spam, ui. 233. 



.y Google 



Bubara, Pntic«tt, ifterwudi Que«n 
marriage mth Fardi- 



rSpaiQ, 
andPrii 



Id Prince of Ait 
lule for muue, 7S ; death, 76. 
Buri, CdI. ha chirgei iLgainit Loid 
Nonh, ii. 133', his talenU ai a 
■pnker, 331 ; bii opiikioa of Mr. 
Hecker, 2B3 ; moirei to nomiaate 

Hoau of Commoni fram it* awn 
roemben, 401 ; appwoted tiea- 
■uier of the ntj, iu. 17 1 peDsioa 
graoted to, 164; hia ipeecb re- 
•pectine, 166 ; appointed clerk of 
the peHi in the Exchequer, 694. 

BaningtOQ, Admiral, repnlH* d'Ei- 
t«igQ at St. Lucie, i. 383, _ 

Bury, Counteu du, her influence 
witb Louii XV. i. 107. 108 ; pro- 
vigion for her, 11D> 

Bauel, Sir Francil, afterwardi Lord 
Danitantille, hia exertions to in> 
creBK the pcoTiaion for Lord Bod- 
ney, iii. 133. 

BBteman, Lord, character of, ill. 36. 

Bathurst, Allen, railed to the peerage 
bv Queen Anne, ii. 203; Pope** 



203. 
Battiatini, Mr. hia thealrical talenti, 

i. 14. 
Beauclerfc, Ur. hit remark > respecting 

Dr, Johnson, i. 153 ; his intimae; 

trith Mr. Foi, ii. 269. 
Bedford, Francis Russell eighth Duke 

of, Junius's acciuBtians against, ii. 



Bembridj 



4lf*i' 



Mr. 



realored to his lituation in 



Berkeley Ladj Beltj, aee Gimuin, 
LadH Betty. 

Berwick. Duke of, placed at the head 
of the French forces on the Bhine, 
in 1734, i. 97. 

Bevra. Prince of, married to Donna 
Maria Benedicli, i. 40 ; bis per- 
sonal appearance, 43 ; death, 43. 

Bill — for teforming the civil list, 
broDght forward bj Mr. Burke, ii. 



365 ; — for the refarm of the king'a 
faouiebcld, iDtroducoi b; Buike, 
333; rejected, 335 ^or the re- 
duction of the civil list, introduced 
bf Burke, iii. 43; plan of, 46; 
remaika reapecting, 50. 52. 54 ; — 
for preventing contractors sitting 
in parliament, introduced by Mr. 
Jennings Gierke, 47; — for ex- 
cluding officers of the eiciie and 
customs fnjm voting at electioaa, 
introduced by Mr. Crewe, tb. ; — for 
preventing bribeij at electioni, in- 
troduced bj Lord Mahon, 137 ;,— 
for tbe relation of appointmenU 
in the West Indies and America, 
150 i — for the regulalian of the ptj 
office, introduced b; Burke, 433 ;— 
for establishing regulations in pub- 
lic offices, introduced by Pitt, 454. 

Bolton, Henry Pautet last Duke of, 
appointed governor of the Isle of 
Wight, iii. 21. 

Bonaparte, Napoleon, remarks re- 
specting, L 103 ; on his projected 
invasion of Ei^land, ii. 317, 

Boothby, Mr. his opinion of Mr. Foi, 



BoscawB 






, Mrs. character of, i. 161 ; 
her account of Lord Bute's fint in- 
troduction to Frederick Friuce of 
Wales, ii. 60. 

Boufflcrs, Marchlonesi de, mistron of 
the Duke of Lorraine, i. 91. 

Bourbon, Duke of, hii proposals for 
Louis XV. 's marriage, i. 81 ; de- 
mands an English princet*, 83; 
banished to Chantilly, 87. 

~ )vd, Hugh Macauley, n ' 

■iorot •■'-■-'- • — 

X. 59. " 
Bragania, Duke, tee John IV, 

family of, lemarks retped* 

ing, i. 60. 

Branl. Princess of, character of, i. 36. 
Bristol, George fifth Earl of, anecdote 

letpecting, i. 135. 
Bmoiwick family, singular ciictun- 

StHDces reapecuug, i. 222. 

Prince Ferdinand of, hit 



1 against Lord 
utt"l?6! 
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Uril; in HotUnd, i. ISl ( cha- 
ncier, it.; Dotice of hii dealb, 

163. 
BruDswidc Blanckenberg, Priocew 

ChailntW Cbriitiiui of, remariLi re- 

ipecLing b«r dealh, i. Ti'Z. 
■■ LuDonbni(^, Princcv Ca- 

ralioe Matilda of, ue Canliiu 

Quten ef Denmark. 
Woirenbuttle, Priaccu Eti- 

labalb of, notice of her iropriioD- 

■DBQl at Sletlin, i, 223. 
Zell, Princeia Sophia of, 

notice of bar impnionmcDl, i. 222. 
Buckhum, Lord Treuurer, lemaiki 






L506. 



Lord, aee Doritt. 

Buifoyne, GeD. deicriptiDn of him, ii. 
292 ; Bipeniaoa upon bit character, 
2S3 ; his interview wiib Foi. 294 ; 
his opinion of Lord George Ger- 
main, 295 ; liii inieclivei agiuDst 
the conupdoD of Parliament, 391 ; 
supporta the miniage bill, 417 ; hii 
animadveniom on the king and 
Lord Georpe Germain, 462 : hi* 
opinion of the Ameiican war, 463 ; 
sent aa commander-in-chief in Ire- 
land, iii. 21 ; ■upports the Eaat 
India .Bill, r>S3. 

Buike, Mr. i, 1S9 ; hii conduct on 
the rioti of 1780, 3S9 ; accuaei go- 
vernment of neglect in not supply- 
ing the ganliOD of Gibraltar with 
gunpowder, Ii. 164 ; his eitraordi- 
DB17 taknia, 264 ; hii eiertions in 
bringing forward the bill for the le- 
fonu of the civil list, 26S ; bis opi- 
nion of M. Necker, 2GG ; his con- 

267 ; remarks on his parliamentary 
conduct, 269 ; his conneiion with 
Earl Verney, 270 ; his oratory, 371 ; 
anecdotes of him, 373 ; hii ridicule 
of Loid North, 274 ; bii eorre- 
spondence with Dr. Franklin, 276 ; 
hii Irish accent, 277 ; bis temper, 
278 ; compariaoni between him and 
FOT, 280 ; his speech respecting Sir 
H. PKlliier'i appointment as go- 
vernor of Gteeowich Monntal, 331 ; 
his bill for the reform of the king's 
household, 333 ) his opinion of Mr. 
William Pitt, 342; his comparison 
between LordNotthandM.Hecker, 
363 ; anecdole of, 360; moves an in- 
quiry into the treatment of tha inha* 
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bitentaofSt-EuBtatius, ii. 39S; bia 
ojHniou of tbe marriage bill, 418 ; 
hu lemarka on tbe state of the 
counlrj, 441 ; on the folly of tax- 
ing America, 444 ; fail opinion of 
the pmposed addreu to the king, 
450 ; hii CDQipariion respecting Mr. 
VVelboreEllis.SlS; hii attack upon 
his speech, 515 ; hii opinion of the 
loan pmpfned by Lord North, 625 ; 
objecti to the pcalponeroent of tha 
taiei, 654 ; hii deicription of the 
slate of tbe nation, 665; ridicules 
Lord North, 566 i bii attack up- 
on Mr. Welbore Eilii, 663 ; hia 
apeech on Lord North'i reiignation, 
604 ; appointed naymaster, iii. 17 ; 
inlraduces his bill for the reduction 
of the civil lilt, 43 ; bii plan for the 

E reposed reduction, 45 ; remarks on 
is bill. 50. 52 ; bis own opinion of 
tt, 63 ; bis remariu respecting Rod- 
ney. 116 ; his encomiums on the 
Marquis of Rockiiugham, 147 ; bia 
regret on reliDqutshing hii office, 
154; aisertioDsrespectiug, 166 ; bii 
declamations againit Lord Shel- 
bume, 179 ; againit Oen. Conway, 
ib, ; ridicnlei tha king's speech, 
219 i reproved I7 Lord North, 225 ; 
bii comporisoD respecting ministen, 
231 ; Lis opinion of tbe proposed 
cesiion of Gibraltar to Spain, 234 ) 
remarks on his speeches, 301 ; hii 
reproof of Mr. Duncombe, 32B ; 
resumes his office! of paymaster, 
and secretary of the treaiuiy, 386 ; 
Goldsmith's assertion reipecling, 
413; lemarki on his restoration 



aituations, 417 ; 
427; hia 

Bembridge 



423. 



of Howell and Bembridge to 

bis defince. 

idge, 431 ; his hill for 
the regulation of the pay-office, 
432 ; accuiations against him, ib. j 
his remarks on the king's speech, 
456 ; his alluuona to Pitt, 467 ; hit 
views mpecting India, 634 ; draws 
np a bill reipectiDg, 525 ; hia 
ipeeches on the Eut India Inll, 
552. 666. 568 ; hii character of 
Foi, 6SI ; his ramariu on the cor- 
ruption of parliament, 676. 679; 
on Mr. Thomas Pitt's elevation to 
the peerage, 693 ; remarks on hia 
dejection, 747. 
Bussy, M. conunatidet of tb* Fitncb 
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rorcM U Cndd^ora. praclaimi Ibe 
cetution sF anni, lii. 495. 

Bute, John Stuart fint Marquil, 
Georgs Ill.'a p>rtialit]r for, ii. 
43) attaclu upon bim, 45; ac- 
couDt of bis brat introduclioD to 
Frederick Princs of Wales, GO; 
hii talenu, 63 ; hii chaiaclei, 04 ; 
hi* admiabtiation, 65 ; taiigm, 06 ; 
accuHttiona a^ainat him, 66. 68 ; 
Temarta on hu relinquiihrnent of 
oSce, 71 ; repom i«tpectiag, 72 ; 
hia visits to Uie Princess Dowager 
of Wales, 73 ; hi* desire to resuroe 
political power, 74 ; remarks on fais 
conelusioQ of the tnntj of Fontain- 
blean, 76. 

Byiig, Admii«l, natica of hk eawu- 



- Geoive, meaiber for Hiddletet, 
it ipeech lespecting ihe loan bor- 
rowod b; Lord North, ii. 



hi* thrae motions raapectieg, 363 ; 
speech on the list of suucribm 
to lb« loan, 370. 
BjTon, Admiral, accotmi of, i. 330 ; 
his action off GreoMla, 322 ; it- 
called to England, 323. 



Calabria, Dnk«af, nmtik* respecting 

his imbedlily, i.245. 
'Camden, Charles Prau 6ret Lord, 
order of the garter, conteired upon 
i. 129; Jmaius's letter to, ii.306i 
his pailiameDtary character, 310 ; 
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plesi, 311. 

Camnena, remarks respecting him,i.62. 

Cantarbuiy, An^bisbopt of, see Ctn- 
vaUii, Hm. Dr. Frtdtritk, and 
Mnrt, Dr. 

Carlelon, Sir Gn*, sent to America, 
to declare the ladepeDdeoce of the 
colontu, iii. 39. 

Caimarthen, Francis Godolphin Os- 
borne Marqius of, objecli to Lord 
George Germain's eletation to the 
peerage, ii. 496. 

Catnatk war, committee appointed 
to inqnin into the cantea iM die, ii. 
36. 

Caroline, Queen of Naples, Arch- 
dnchei* oF Anllria, united to Ferdi- 
nand IV, King of Naplw, i. 249 
chaiaclei of, 261. 



Camline Matilda, Qneeo of Dsanark, 
ntttice of her imprisonment and 
death at ZeU, L 224. 

Queen of Cngtand, charac- 
ter of, ii. 66. 

Carvslho, Sebastian Joseph, Maiqnii 
dePombal, his inSuence with King 
Joseph I, i. 22 ; account of him, 
66 ; his unpopularity, 67 ; his im- 
provements in Lisbon, 70. 

Catherine II, Empress of Russia, her 
friendship for Sir Thoa. Wroughlon, 
i.ieOi her intrigne toeelnp lira tup- 
posed danghter of the Empress EH- 
zabeth, 192. 198; extenuation of 
her conduct, 203 ; injurious report* 
respecting, 204 ; iiiTitei the Prince 
of Wirtemberg into her lecvica, 
216; her partiality for the princos, 
217 1 banishes her to the Caalle of 
Lbode, 219 ; informs the prince of 
her death, ib, ; remark* on her 
conduct, 230 ; her alliance with 
Joseph II, 286 ; unite* nitfa the 
Baltic powers against Englaad,ii.4 ; 
compansoQ between her reign and 
lhatofGeorgelIl,366. 

Caiendish, Lord John, character of, 
ii> 389 ; appointed chancellor of 
the exchequer, iii. II ; his rasigna- 
tion, 173. 178 ; moves an amend, 
men! on the subject of Ihe American 
treaty, 264 ; encomiums on bim, 
312 ; juiti&es Fox's union with 
Lord North, 313 ; appointed chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. 37B ; Fox's 
inHuence with, 380 ; bis proposed 
loan, 395. 446 ; general esteem for, 
447 ; hi* opinion of the Prince cj 
Wales's propoeed income, 465 ; 
Fox's reproof of, 477. 

Cbaodce, Duchess of, remark of, ti- 
ll. 

Chintilly, Mademoiselle, (Madame 
FaisrI) reject* Manbal Saxe'* oier- 
tures, i. 99. 

Charlei Ansehn, Prince of Toar and 
Taxis, separated from hi* wife, i. 
274. 

Chartres, Oake de, remaiki respect- 
ing, i. 134 ; accusa t ion* against 
him, 136. 

Charles Edward, Prince (the Pre- 
tender), remarks respecting, i. 302; 
amount of his iEtcome, 303 ; his 
personal appearance, 307 ; his 
dabililaled lUte, i. 307 ; his in- 
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cbiiet;, i. 309 ; Hckj nfl^ tt Flo* 

niM!, 310. 
ClwrlM f , King of EngUnd, compa- 

riioD betweeohim ■DdKiog George 

III, i. 13 ; hii iuuDcerily, 16. 
Chtrleilll, Kingof Spun, bii duire 
)i GibnIUr la Spcin, iii. 



235. 
CheUsrficld, Philip 

Earl of, ■nscdoU of, 
Cbcnuul, Duke ie, h 

■nemptthe 



Bflb 



nf the Slniut 

Chudjn^h, Idin, ifkenraidi Dochesa 
of KiDgRon, her lepartee to ibe 
Fhnceu Dowager of Wilaa, ii. 73 ; 
her allnilon to Lord Thnriow, 300. 

Churchill, John fint Duke of Mail- 
bonnigh, created Piince of Milden- 
heim, i.38S. 

Lady tStxj, her intimacy 

wilh the Duke of Ic^raine, i. 91 ; 
beraccoDQt of hiadearh, B3. 

the poel, hi* alltuian to 

Lord Sandwich in hii poem of the 
Cantlidale, ii. 183 ; hhi description 
ofWedderbura, SOB. 

Claiendon, Kdmrd Hyde 6r*t Earl 
of, accujation against, ii. 69. 

Clemenl XIV. Pope, Tefam Prince 
Charlei Edward this public bonoun 
at Rome, i. 303. 

Clerks, Sic Philip Jenningi, hiiaaaer- 
tion respecting Mr. Atkiiuon,ii.3{il; 
intiodDCea the ball to pieireni con- 
ttaclon tilting in pariiament, 376 1 
iii. 47. 

Clinton, SirHeniy, appointed to com- 
mand the aimy in Ameiua, U. 119. 

Coke, Mr. Daniel Parker, memberfor 
Nottingham, movei the thanks of 
the Houie to Lord Cornwallii and 
Sir Henry Clinton, 1. 379 ; hii al- 
tack upon miniiter), iii, 90 ; npon 
the psnsioD granted to Col. Bairt, 
I6S ; hii opinion of delegates, 298; 
moves to petition the king to form 
an administialion, 364. 

Coligny, Heniielta, liienu^ entenain- 
msnts given hy, i. 168. 

Coniniona, House of, remarks reipect- 
ing the gnat change in, ui. 26 ; 
compajison respecting, 84 ; peno- 
nalin of debate in, 713 ; presents 
an address to the king, 766. 

Coonay, Gen., character of, ii. 2(K) ; 
' '« petitiMi the 
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kmg" to renounce any attempt to re- 

duccAmerica byforce,"ii.dl2; bis 
addnn to Mr. Welbore EUii, 573 ; 
reminds Dundis and Rigby of the 
declaralioni respecting the Ameri- 
can nai, 626 ; moves an address to 
the kio|;, to terminate the American 
war, 634; proposes a vole of thanks 
to the king, 637 ; bis defence of 
Earl Shelburne, iii. 175. 
Coote, Sir Eyre, commander of the 
1 the Coromindel coast, hi* 



death, 



i. S27. 



Cornwall, Mr. chosen speaker of the 
HoDse of Commons, i. 373 ; bis ta- 
lent*, 374 ; allosion to in " The 

Roliiad," 375. 

Cornwallis, Charles lirat Marquis, 
remarks respecting, i. 380 ; hi* 
victory over the American* at North 
Carolina, ii. 407. 423 ; establishes 
himself at York Town, 428 ; bis 
sorrender, 439, 439. 481. 

Hon. Dr. Frederick, Arch- 
bishop of CaniecbaiT, hii death, 
iii. 347. 

Corsica, island of, annexed to Fraitce, 
ii. 104. 

Courtenay, Mr. one of the memben 
fbrTamworth, chiiaclerof, ii.352; 
his reply lo Sheridan'* reproof, 364 ; 
his speech respecting the maniage 
bill. 418; bis opinion of the Ame- 
rican war, 461 ; his speech on the 
resignation of ministen, 605 ; hii 
remariu on I«>d Shen)uii]e's lelec- 
tton of Pitt, iii. 223. 

Cowper, George Nassan Clavering 
third Earl, created a prince of the 
German empire, L 2S6. 

■ Countess, the Gtand-duka 

Leopold's attachment lo, i. 2S5. 

Cranston, Lord, hi* aeconnt of Rod- 
ney's engagement with de GraMC, 
iii. lOT. 

Crewe, Mr. afterwards I«rd, ioln- 
duces a bill for eiclnding officers of 
the excise and CDStom* from voting 
at elections, ii. 375, iii. 47. 

Crown Jewel*, anecdote iwpectine, 

iii. 187. 
Cumberland, William Aogiutuathird 
Duke of, his ce ■"*" 

George III, L 7. 
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CuDiiioghaffl, Geo. J*me>, goTcraor 
of Barbidoei. bii iccouat of the 
hurricsae of 1T80, i. 36B. 

Coat, Sir Joha, hUtakliti uipnkei, 



Duby, Admiral, not to nliere Gib- 
nltai, ii. 164 ; «iicc«eda in hii ob- 
JBCt, 427. 



I. 381. 

Itaihwood, Sit Fnmcii, altennids 
Lord le Deipeiuer, founds the So- 
ciety of the FranciuaDs, ii. 2S3. 

DeUvu, Sir John, tflerwardg Lord, 
his eulogiumt oa Lord North, ii. 
605; h» ipeech on the Prince 
of Wales'! attendance in the Houm 
orCommani, m.71I. 

Derby, Kdward 22nd EvI of, his do- 
fence of. Fox, iii. 182. 

DsTonshite, William Cavendish fifth 
Duke of, order of the gaiter con- 
fetred upon, iii. 71. 

Duchess of, her partialis 

(or Dr. Johnson's conveiMlion, i. 
163 ; bar alarm on the riots in Lon- 
don in ITBO, 342. 

Dick, Sir John, British consul at 
L^hom, his account of the seizure 
ot the auppned Princess of Taria- 
kanoff, i. 193- 1 97 ; remarki respect- 
ing him, 200. 

Divby, Admiral, sent to America to 
declare the independence of the co- 

Dodinnon, Mr. his opinion of Prince 
FerdiDvid of Brunswick, ii. 176. 

Dolhcn, Sir William, hii opinion of 
SMDciations and delegates, ii. 395 ; 
lefuiei to support (he motion for the 
dlDDiuioD of Lord Sandwich, Sll ; 
declarei bisintenlioD of supporting 

ofLord North, fi87; hisremukire- 
ipectinE bim, iii. 372. 

Dorset, Editard ei|;hlh Eait of, re- 
maHu respecdng liim, iii. 506. 

Charles tenth Earl of, cha- 
racter of, iii. 507 ; his marriages. 



S08; refn 
imbecility, 610. 

Dorset, Lionel Cnnfield Sackrilla 
first Duke of (Lord Bnckhnnl), 
■aecdotesof,iii.511.513; accom- 
panies George I. toXngland, 615 ; 
informs tbe Prince of Wain of his 
death, GI6. 519. 

John Frwierick Sackville 

third doke of, Marie Antoinette's 
observations to, i. 28; appointed 
•mbusadorto Paris, iii. 614 ; cha- 
racter of, 616 ; Marie Antoinette's 
esteem for, 616. 

Draper, Sir William, Juoius's attack 
upon him, ii. 91. 

Duncan, AdmiisI Lord, noticeof his 
victory off Cunperdown, iii. 105. 

Duncombe, Mr. one of the represen- 
tatives for York ; hii petition for 
more etjual representation in parlia- 
ment, iii. 328 ; refuses to support 
Lord North, ib. 

Dnndas, Mr. Lord Advocate of Scot- 
land, atemards Lord Melville, bis 
o)Hnianof LordNorth.ii. 14S ; cha- 
racter of,221 ; his Bpeeche9,223 ; his 
imacywithRigby, 224 jhisopin- 
of Mr. Pitt, 457. 458 i hi* al- 
ion to Lord George Germain, 
I) impuliiiioasagaiasthim,620; 
retort upon Burke, 670 ; his 
inquiries of Foi, 57 1 ; his reply to 
Fox's aoimadveraions upon Lord 
Nonb's adminismition, iii.41 ; hii 
reports rapecting the East India 
Company's lAiri, 75 ; his re- 
marks on the conduct of Mr. 
Haitiogs, 76 ; snpporliLord North's 
adminiitnlion, 101 ; his politi-'^ 
cal capaf iliei, 103 ; disappmvei 
of the pn)pose<{ address to the 
king respecting Rodney, 123, 
134 i his encomiums on Mr. Orde, 
163 ; appointed treasurer of the 
navy, IKI ; his remarks on Fos's 
coaRdon with Lord North, 267 ; 
■■marks on his appointment, as 
keeper of the u^el in Scotland, 
341 i his reply, 343 ; approves of 
the proposed Farliamentuy Reform, 
400 i his speech respecting Mr. 
William Pitt, 410 ; bisencomiums 
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bu pTopMitioD mpectins th« Land 
Tan, iii. 609 ; saVmU &e place af 
lord wird«a of the cinque porti for 
Mr, Willi»m Pitt, 653 ; ha accu- 
aatioui agauiit oppositioa, 788 ; 
bit vindicatioD of Put, 7B9. 

DuDDiag, Mr. hii penoaal defecti, u. 
3B3 ; h»abLlitiea,28Si bii union 
with Barr^, ib. ; hia opiniaa of 
aiBociations, 397 -, remaiki ra- 
ipecting him, 630 ; created Lord 
A^buHOD, iii. IS ; appointed chan- 
cellor of ths Duchy of Laucailer, 
16 ; hii opinion of de^gatei, 298 ; 
bifl pnpoiitioa for diminiahing the 
influence of the crown, 301 ; hia 
death, 499. 

Dutch war, debotea re»p«cting, ii. 265. 



',!5i? 



ledU 



Eoitbquak 
Eaat indi 



the, iii. 7S. 
East India Bill iulroduced hj Fai, 
iii. 63S ; plan of, 540 ; debalei an, 
643. 548. 564 ; pauei the Com- 
mona, 558 ; attacki upon il, 678 i 
the king 

altecatiooa in, 721 ; intioduced by 
Pitl, 719. 

Eden, Mr. Lord Sandwich's letterto, 
ii. IBl ; hit siieech on the Mate of 
Ireland, iii. 29 ; nravea to bring in 
% bill respecting, ib. ; refiisei to 
wilbdmw Ilia retjueit, 32 ; diaap- 
prorea of the American Ireatj, 252 ; 
enters his protest respecting, 363. 

Effingham, Thoroai Howa^ third 
Earl of, accused of hvouring the 
riDters of 1780,1.361. 

Ellis, Mr. Welbore, anecdote respect- 
ing, ii. 127 { character oF, 219 ; 
appointed to succeed Lord George 
Gennain, at secretary of stale, 
490 ; remarks on his capabilities, 
ib, 512 i Burke's compariton re- 
specting, 513 ; diScultiei of his si- 
inaiioD, 514 j his speech, 615 ; 
Powis's remarks tapecting him, 
660; hia reply, 663. 

Eliot, Dr. created a baronel, ii. 163 ; 
his marriage with Lady Harriet 
Piit, iii. 161 ; his elevauoo to the 
peerage , 693. 



minister the Eaat India Company'i 
affiura, 646. 

Elizabeth, Empress of Ruiua, re- 
marks respecting, i. 138. 

England, takes possession of the Falk- 
land Islands, ii. 105 ; discontent 
In, 120. 

■ Ptincesi Royal of, mar- 

ried to the Prince of Wittembere, i. 
214.221. 

English Diyy in 1779, i. 323 ; party 
and faction in, iii. 110 i remariu 
respecting, 310. 

Grtkiue, Mr. nflerwards Lord, cha- 
racter of, i. 160 ; supports the East 
India BUI, iii, 681 ; remarks on his 
speech, 582. 

Eostatius, St. debate respecting ih 
capture of the iilaud of, ii. 1 64, 



Falkland Island, annexed to Englaikd, 
ii. 1U6; remarks leipecting, 106. 

Falmouth, Hugh Boscanen third 
Viscount, his dead), ii. 490; anec- 
dote of, ib. 493. 

Fan Del Ii, hia influence with Ferdi- 
nand VI, i. 76. 

Favart, Madame, see CkantiUy. 

Felkeiheim, Count de, character of, i. 
325 ; story related by, 227. 

Ferdinand IV.. King of Nanles, hii 
partiBlity for Sir WiDiam HamiltoD, 
I. 339 ; determines to remain at 
peace with England, 340 ; hii per- 
soikal appearance, ib. ; charucterof, 
341. 243 ; his neglected education, 
344 ; his grief fur the death of tlie 
Archduchess Josephs, his intended 
wife, 247 ; his marriage with the 
Archduchess Caroline, 349; anec- 
dotes respecting him. 250. 365 ; his 
Eartiality for wrestling, 254 ; for 
unting, 367 ; his affection for his 
people, 359 ; for his queen, 361. 

Ferdinand VI. Prince of the Aatn- 
rias, aflerwardi King of Spain, his 
marriage, i. 73 i histasteformntic, 
76 ; hu death, 76. 
Fielding, Mr. his grave at Ijsbon, i, 
54 ; remark! on his ptoduclions, 65. 
Fitzpalrick, Col. bis opinion of the 
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liott of 17B0, i , „ ._ 

Iba coalitioD benreen Fdi tad Lord 
North, iii. 361 ; «ppoiDtod u- 
creuij U wtr, 386) cbuicteror, 
ib. 

ilun. W 

■ppoinud 
I for tin ■ 
tion of ihe Eait India Companj'i 
BSain, iiL 545 t hii chuactet of 
Pitt. 765. 

Flelcher, Sir Htnry, one of Ihe repre. 
•entitivcirar Cumbeiluid,afip«ated 
one of the commUiiaosn to idini- 
niiter the East India Company'! 
aKira, iii. 546. 

Floury, Bishop of Frcjui, hit infln- 



Eait India tnll. i' 

Florence, inteietling anliquitie* In, i. 
380; prosperity of, under the go- 
vernment of the Grand Duke Leo- 
pold, 3S3. 

Fontainbleau, remuki nspecUng, ii. 
76. 

Foi, Chat. James, remarks respeiHing, 
i.5,S93; hisconductreipecungtfae 
riots in 1780, 359; his opinbn of 
Sir Hugh Pallisei's ooniiDation to 
the gavernanhip of Gieennicb Hos- 

E'taJ,376; his insiaualions againit 
3rd George Germain, 377 ; his 
remarks respectioiC Lord North, ii. 
132 i respecting Lord George Ger. 
main, 164; respecting Lord Sand- 
wich, 189 ; liii opinion of Lord 
Thorlow, 197 ; notice of his union 
with Lonl North. 198 ; hii lemarki 
reapecting him, 208 ; his e*te«iD for 



6 ; hii traveli, 
■eipecting 

his propeniity for gaming, 337 ; 



ratal amusements, 248 ; his friendi, 
349 ; his condnct to Mrs. Hobait, 
3S0 ; bis speech on the debate n- 
ipecling the Dutch war, 365 ; bis 
compariseo between Ueni; VI. and 



id by Lord 
tierigbtto 

; adnses peace 



Geo. Ill, ii. 367; bUbuiwIadnof 
thaclawcs, 359; anecdote of him, 

260 ; his poetic U'eots, 361 ; con- 
pariion between him aitd Burke. 
230 ; his interview with General 
RurgoyiK, 394 ; his reprobation of 
Weddeiburn. 309 ; cenaores admi- 
nistiation for appointiDg Sir H\igk 
Palliier governor of Greenwich 
Hosinial. 331 ; his allouaa to 
Admiral Keppel's election for Sur- 
rey, 323 ; his assertion respect- 
ing Sir Hugh Palliaer'i resig- 
nation of his employmenla, 333 ; 
Johnstone's charges againit bim, 
337 ; his opinion of Mr. FiU, 343; 
his populariiv. 350; his speed) re- 
specting the loan borrowed by Lor 
North, 360; respectiDir tl 
act as delegalea, 393 ; i 

with the ___ , 

his reproof of Rigby, 412 ; hii opin- 
ion or Dundsa, 413 ; of the fim 
Earl of Chatham, jJ>. ; his conver- 
sation with Di. Franklin, 414; his 
opinion of the marriage act, 417 ; 
his comments upon Commodore 
Johnstone, 430 ; his impuUtions 
against administration, 423 ; ac- 
cuses ministers of being in the pay 
of France. 441 ; ot^ecli lo sonifiog 
an address lo tha king. 442 ; his at- 
tempt to step the supplies for the 
American war, 453 ; remarks on 
his conduct, 454 ; his penonid im- 
putaliooi inLDsl Geuige III, 466; 
against LardSandwich,47B; moves 
an inquiry into hii conduct, 486. 
502.609; his attack apon Jenkin- 
•on's speech, 617 ; remaihi on his 
impnident eiprasioni, 51B ; at- 
tempts 10 induce Dnndta lo vote for 
tha termination of the American 
war. 530 ; his opinion of Lord 
North's ptopoaedloan. 623 ; disap- 

Sioveaottbe king's reply lothead. 
reu from the Commons, 638 ; his 
ridicule of Lord North's piolesta- 
tioni, jb. ; hia remarks on the ter- 
mination of Ihe American war, 640 ; 
his speech on the proposed tmce 
with the American colonies, 648 ; 
remarks on it, 660 ; Adam's attack 



Lord Noilh, 586 ; his 
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ii rantrka aa 

bis brilliuit proiptcti, Ui. 6 ; lUUDed 
one of tbe lecreUnes of •tale, 1 \ g 
bii opiaioQ of the public rigbl to 
demaad intereil on tbe balancei of 
maiwj let&ined bj the Kccounlanti, 
19 ; reprove* Mr. Eden for his mo- 
tioD respecliDg IreUnd, 30 ; hii 
ipgech on the tSain of IretLDd, 3S ; 
his carresponJence with the Rui- 
liaa mlniEler lespecling HoUand, 
39 ; hii declUDations sgatiul Lord 
North's admioiatntioa, 41 ; his 
speech an the bill for redncing the 
civil list, 44; Tstpecting Lord North, 
64. 77 ; his condemEstioo of the 
preceding miaistry, 79 -, his pecn- 
aiaiy embamiBBmeats, 87 ; his re- 
ply to Mr. Daniel Purker Coke, 
90 J his speech respecting Ireland, 
93 ; moves to repeal tbe act declar- 
ing tbe dependence of Ireland on 
Great Britain, 93 ; hii desire for 
public spprobaliaD, 96; movei the 
thanks of the House to Sii George 
Rodnej, 109. 131 ; accusatioDS 
■guDst him, 117; his speech re- 
specting his recall, 136. 130 ; re- 
marks on hi* selectioD of Pigot In 
replace Sir George Rodney, 134; 
predicts a change of admioistrm- 
tion, 13S; bis i^ch respecting the 
bill for pieveoting bribery at elec- 
tions, 137 ; respecting tlie inquiry 
into the balance of money in the 
bands of public acccnnunts, 140 1 
his conduct on tbe death of the 
Marquis of Rockingham, ib, ; his 
eatoginm on him, 147 ; his speech 
on Uie bill for regulating appoint- 
menli in America, 151 ; his pri- 
vate circumstances, 153. 1S4 ; re> 
marks on his resignation, 157 ; his 
reply to Bamber Gascoyne, 169 ; 
his accusarioDs againat Lord Shei- 
burae, 170. 172. 174; bU incon- 
sistent character. ITl ; his reason 
forretigaiDgbissecrelarjiship, 173 ; 
FiU's ■ccusaliona anmst, 176; 
comparison beltreen the conduct of 
him and Pitt, 177; insinuations 
against him, 183 ; convokes bis 
constituents, 200; his remarks on 
LordShelbume's declarations, 231; 
on the proposed cesuon of Gibraltar 
to Spain, 333, 337 ; his attempt to 
compel the production of tbe piovi- 



siotuU treaty with America, iii.S3S ; 
his opinion of the American treaty, 
2S3 ; Lord Shelbume's overtures to, 
354 ; his reply to thorn, 356 ; ac- 
coon: of his coalition with Lord 
North, 260 ; animadvertiaQa on hii 
conduct, 267; his reply to ihem, 
370 ; his speech respecting dele- 
g*les, 399 ; respecting peace with 
America; 306 ; general opinion! 
respecting his union with Lord 
North, SOB. 314. 376; his allusion 
to the coalition, 315 ; Lord North's 
encomiums onhim, 326 ; the king's 
o^nnion nf him, 339 ; his remana 
on Lord Thurlow, 340 ; on Mr. 
Townsend's elevation to the peerage. 
341 ; his reply to Mr.Dundas, 342 ; 
his ofunions on the stale of the 
country, 355 ; offsri lo receive Pitt 
into the coalition , 362 ; his speech 
respecti ngjenk iuson 't influence with 
the king, 368 ; his justification of 
his union »ith Lord North, 373 ; 
appointed sacietaryfor fbceign af- 
fairs, 378 ; hii influence m the 
Treasary, 379 ; with the minister*, 
380 ; his opinion of Lord Caven- 
dish's propoied loan. 396; his re- 
ply lo Pitl'simputadoni, 397, 398 ; 

411 ; his speech on the restoration 
of Powell and Bembridge to thur 
siluelioni, 41B. 430; his defence 
of Burke, 433; his advice to him, 
434 ; compariion between him and 
Pitt, 448 ; his opinion of the pro* 
posed income for the Prince of 
Wales, 465. 467; of the bill com- 
pelling public accountants to deli- 
ver up their balances, 473 ; his ac- 
cnsalions against Pitt, 476 ; his 
influence in Eovemment, 478 ; 
his political character, 483 ; at- 
tempts to ingratiate himself in the 
esteem of the Ling, 483 ; conrer- 
eation respecting oim, 484 ; his 
attention to his parliamentary du- 
ties, 485 ; attempts to secure his 
tennra of office, 619 ; comparisons 
respecting his popularity, 530. 531 ; 
respecting his coalition with Lord 
North. 523 ; his views in India, 
624 ; bis India Bill, 625. 539. 
541 ; solicits the order of the gar- 
ter for Mr. Bcilby Thompson, 537 ; 
his conveisatioQ with the king re- 
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tftclias, iii. 630 ; hii infliMiice with 
tha PrlDM of Wale*, 53S ; hit 
■peech OD the trwitie* of peace, 
637 ) on hU India biU. 560. 564 ; 
cani«> the bill to the Lords, 668 i 
compuiwni raipectiDg bim, 6S2. 
663 ; PoKii'i refiectiooi od him, 
665 ; BuiIm'i cbaiacter of, 5^ ; 
hii replj to Mr. Thomai Pitt, 
S7I [ aUoMODi to JeakiauD, 
573 i to Pitt, 674 ; Wiltei'i 
leflecdoDi npoo him, 577 ; Sir 
Bichud Hill'i comparison con- 
cetnio;;. 580 ; hii defence of the 
bill, ^6 1 reflactioDi upon him, 
694 ; hii acciuatioDi againit the 
king, 598 ; hi* speech on the bill, 
602. 604 ; deliren up the teali of 
hii office, 606 i hii speech on the 
propowd dinolutioD, 623 ; Lord 
Narth'i eulogiums un, 627 ; his 
unpopuluity, 631 ; his cluiical 
knowledae, 644 ; comparisoB be- 
tween his oatory and Pitt's, 647 ; 
his conduct respecting the BegencT, 
667 ; hii Bitachment to Miu Pol- 
taney, 660 ; his want of moial d<^ 
ponment, 661; cuicaluies respect- 
ing him, 691 ; his influence in the 
Commans, 695 i his charges against 
Pitt, 699 ; his remarks on the 
Prince of Wales's attendance in the 
Commons, 717 ; on Pitt's East 
India Bill, 719 ; moves for leave 
to re-introilace his East India BiU, 
720 ; bis alterations in it, 72 1 ; re- 
maiks on hii conduct to Pitt, 727 ; 
plan to procure a reconciliation be- 
tHwen him and Pitl, 729. 731 ; bis 
attachment to the oppnsitioa bench, 
734 ; charges sgainit him, 746 ; 
moTes an adjournmenl, 753 ; con- 
duct of the inhabitants of V/eat- 
miniter towards, 759 ; remaiki on 
bis declining influence, 762 ; Pitt's 
reflections on him, 774. 776; de- 
lays the piogreM of the mutiny bill, 
7B1 ; his embarraated situation, 
786; his remarks on Pitt, 803; 
cause of his deleat 810 ; his delu- 



EmpenH of Austria, his marriue 
with the Prioceis Elisabeth of Wii- 
tembere, 1.216. 

Francis, Sir Philip, opinions respect- 
ing his being the author of " Ju- 
nius'! Letters," ii. 103. n. 

Franciscans, society of, founded by 
Su Francis Dasfawood, ii. 253. 

Franklin, Dr. notice of his coraeapond- 
ence with Surke, ii. 275 ; his con- 
versation witli Mr. For, 414; his 
attempts to emancipate Americ* 
from Great Britain, iii. 213. 

Eraser, Mr. under secretary of stale, 
his remarks on George II. 'a blind- 
neis, ii. 64. 

Frederick William I, Kinc 
his reception of Paul, i 
of Rassia, i. 20B ; anecdote of, 
209 ; his interview with the Empe- 
ror Leopold, at Piluili, 291 ; his 
negotialions with the Emperor Leo- 
|»Td,394i his dislike of England, 



Gascoyne, Bamber, his attack upon 



George I. Kin^ of England, remarks 
respecting, ii. 36. 36 ; his partiality 
for Dr. YonngBr, iii. 60; pief for 
his supposed death, 61 ; his con- 
venalion with Lord Dorset, 516 ; 
his death, 616. 

George 11, King of England, hisdii- 
like of Loid Temple, i. 128 ; le- 
narks respecling, ii. 36. 46, 47. 63 ; 
character of, 55 ; his opinion re- 
suecting Lord George Germain, 
176; account of bis accession, iii. 
616. 



him. ii. 230. See h 
France, notice of the peace between 

England and, ii. 17. 
Francis, Prince of Tuscany, aAetwards 



objection to confer the garter upon 
Lord Camden, 129 ; coDlents (o hi* 
daughter'a marriage with the Prince 
of Wirlembeig, 221 ; his unpopv- 
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ltii^,320.ii.38 ; bis fimnMi during 
IbeiioU inl780,i. 347.355, 356; 
JudIub's reHectioDi apon him, 357 i 
reTuseiliiipeniiiiiiaDlbrSirFletchei 
Norton 'sre-eleclioD uipeaker,3T3 ; 
bis tcmperunce, S ; lemaiks re- 
specting him, 6; tug lenileac; to 
corpuleDcy, 7 ; his levees, 9 ; re- 
marks oa his icign, II ; cooiparuaii 
between him snd Chsries I, IS ; 
his Ksrniol to take Wilkea into cus- 
todj, 16 ; liis fidelilji to biseneage- 
meDd, 16 ; hii reception of Mr. 
Adams, the Anterican envoy, 17 ; 
bii conduct on the ligning of the 
prelimiDaries of peace with Fruice, 
tb. ; bis altenlioD (o his coronation 
oath, 19 ; preparM for the instal- 
lalioa of the knights of the garter, 
20 ; his edncation 22. 24 ; his taiiU 
for the arts and sciences, 26; his 
penona] courage, 28; attempt to 
assaaainata him, 29 ; threatening 
letters sent to, 30 ; his attachment 
to Pitt, 32 ; lemnrks retpecting 
bim, ib. ; compared io George the 
First and Second, 34 ; hi> panialit; 
for Lady Satah Lenox, 37 ; his se- 
cluded life previous to hit accenion, 
30; Junius sreiDark>iespeclin^,40; 
repoiU respecting him, 42 ; bis at- 
tachment to Lord Bute, 43; hi* 
personal resemblance lo Lord Norib, 
49 ; his unpopularity through sign- 
ing the treaty of Fontainblean, 7S ; 
bis firmness during the riots in 1769, 
82 ; Jnniui'a tetter to, 85 ; bii re- 
mark reapecling him, 88 ; prejudices 
against him. 111; bis opinion of 
the right to tax America, ib. ; his 
lirmaeu during tbe Amerinn war, 
123 1 his persooal dislike of Dr. 
Eliot. 162; compaiisons between 
bis reign and that of Catherine II, 
266; between bim and Henry VI, 
257 ; remuks on his conduct to- 
vards Fox, 262 ; esteem of his sub- 
jects for him, 317 ; regrets the hoi- 
tiiities with Hollind, 319 ; bill for 
reranning his honsebold, 333. 339 ; 
visits Afniral Parker at the Nore, 
425; verses respecting bim, 426; 
bis letter respecting the surrender 
of the British forces at York Tinrn, 
439 ; bis finnneu, 440 ; Fox's im- 
putations against him, 4S>i ; i 



EX. 827 

Lord Geo^ Germain to tbe peer- 
age, ii. 496 ; bis reply to the petiliati 
nom (he Commons, 535 ; refuses 
to accept Lord North's resignatioD, 
696 ; regrets bis retirement from 
oSice, iii. 3 ; bis conference with 
the Earl of Shelbume, 7 ; with tbe 
Marquis of Rockingbsm, 8 ; places 
him at (he head of the Ministry, ib, ; 
bis piaCerence of Lord Shelbume, 
9 ; raises Dunning (o the peerage, 
12 ; creates Sii Fletcher Norton 
Lord Grantley, 15; his friendship 
for Lord BatemaD,il6; confers (he 
order of the garter upon hii third 
son Prince WiUUm Henry. 71 ; 
petitioned to recal Sir Elijah Im- 
pey from Bengal, 77 ; protoguea 
the parliament, 187; his speech on 
the re-opening of the session, 318 ; 
Burke's ridicule of, 219 ; bis can- 
duct an Lord Shelbume's resigna- 
tion, 337 ; bis opinion of Foi, 339 ; 
bis interview with the Duke of 
Portland and Lord North, 346; 
offers tbe archbishopric of Canter- 
bury to Dr. Hurd, 347; to Dr. 
Louth, 348 ; bis projected visit to 
his electoral dominions, 353 ; pe- 
titioned to farm an administration, 
354. 366; his reply, ib.; sends 
lor the Duke of Portland , 374 ; bis 
contest against the CaaUtim, 375 ; 
his conversation with the Duke of 
Portland, 377 ; bis esteem for Gen. 
Sirjahnlrwine, 442; his donalioni 
to him, 443 ; his delerminalion in- 
specting tbe Prince of Walea'i pro- 
posed income, 466 ; his coolness lo 
ministers, 4B1 ; convertatioa con- 
{ Fai, 484 ; his dejecUon, 
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489 ; reftises to create British Peon, 
490; bill respecting India pre- 
sented to, 526 ; leftiseB to confer 
the order of the garter on Mr. 
B«lhy Thompson, 529. 631 ; dis- 
approves of tbe East India bill, 
589; remarkson his conduct, 696; 
bis determination respecting tbe 
India bill, 597 ; desires Lord North 
and Fox to resign, 606 ; forms ft 
new admioistivtion, 612 ; reeeives 
tn address from tbe citiiens of Lon- 
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from the ComiDoni, 767. T7I. 779 ; 
hi* repliei, 767. 777. 780; bia 
opinioD of Powis, 794 ; diualvei 

Mr. Pitt, Sia/hii popultritf ia 
17S4, 81fi. 



reudence in the rioti of I7B0, i. 
347 ; hti nply to Foi'i innnutlioiii 
■nioM him, 377 ; »ppoied author 
of " Juoiui'i Letun," ii. 90 ; bii 
atuduaent to George 111. 91 ; k- 
muti on his abilities. 157 ; bii 
peraonal appemnnce, 158 ; bi* con- 
verutioa, 150 ; bii edocatioQ, 160 ; 

Bocam the rank of a bsrooet for 
r. Eliot. 163 ; attacki apon him, 
ib. ; bis oratoi;, 167 ; hii illutui- 
oui extraction, 168 ; bia conduct at 
the battle of Mioden, 171.178 ; tried 
b; a oourt-maitial, 175 ; hii duel 
with Govenior Joboitoae, 177 ; 
178 J Geo. Burgojne'i opinion of, 
395 ; object* to au inqniir into 
the treatmeut of the iubabitanti 
of St. EustalioB, 399 ; hi* uneui- 
new reapecting the American war, 
433 1 inform* Loid North of the 
anrrender of the Irtish at York 
Town, 434 ; bia ipeech reipectiag 
the American war, 464 ; hiBi«plj to 
Mr, Bjng, 465 ; toMr. Townaeiid'e 
acctiaations, 4^ ; oBeii to reiign, 
477 ; Bcconnt of hi* deration to the 
peetage, 494 ; created Lord Sadc- 
ville, 495 ; debate* reipecting hi* 
tdmi*(ion to the hon*e of peer*, 
497. 499; anecdote reapectiug, 500 ; 
hi* opinion of the loaa of America, 
iii. 339 ; account of his ancces- 
aion to the Mtate of Divvton, 500 ; 
his account of the SachnUea, 506 ; 
his birth, 514 ; Pitt'* ap[Jication 
to, 683 ; support* him dnring the 
Ea«t India bill, 689. 

, Sir John, BOConnt of him, 

iii. 500. 

_LadT Beltj, (Lady Batty 

Betkelqr,) net mtiriaga with Sir 
John Genniin,iii. 503; Sir John'* 
adtice to, 504. 

Gibhon, Mr. hi* ■•DediM and Fall 
of the Roman Empire," ii. 460 ; 
member for Ljmi^ion, 461 ; rap- 



far terminating the American war, 
&90; notice of his retireoient to 
Genera, iii. 64. 

Gibraltar, besieged b; the Spanianls, 
ii. 164 ; iii. 208. 210 ; debate* re- 
specting the proposed cession of, to 
Spain, 336. 

" Giorieox," commanded by ^ Hoa. 
CapL Cadogan, disappearance of, 
iii.20». 

Glover, Mr. author of " Leonidai," 
assertions respecting his being the 
author of " Junius's Letlera," ii. 
96 1 refaled, 97 ; remaika in his 
" Memoirs," iii. 666- 

Goldamith, Mr. his lemarlw concero- 
ing Buifce, iiL 412. 

Gordon, Lord Geoi^e, favoun the 
riot* of 1780, i. 363 ) indignation 
•gainst him, ib. ; attempt* to di*' 
perse the riotera, 365 ; character of, 
366 ; notice of bis imprisonmeot in 
Newgate, 367. 

3ir William, hi* miauon to 

the French court, iL 108, 109, 

Gower, Gran*ille Leveson second 
Earl, office of fint lord of the 
treasury oSend to, iii. 344. 

Grafton, Augustus Henry third Duke 
of, his treatment of Mr. Wilkea, ii. 
81 ; recei>e> a letter from him, 93 ; 
Junius'* remark* respactii^; bim, 
86 ; their eSect upon bim, 86 ; hit 
rewgnacion, 87. 

Grantham, Thomaa Robinson aecond 
Lord, appointed foreign aecretaty, 
iii. 160; pension granted to, 340. 

Gtantlev, I/»d, tee Nvrtm, Sir 
FlMiAer. 

Graase, Admiral ds, his engagement 
with Adminil Rodiej, iii. 107 ; de- 
livers hii sword to Lord Craaiton, 
ib. i bis complaint* respecting bi* 
officers, 113; public indignation 

Graves, Admiral, accusationa against 
him, iii. 206. 

Gieatnkea, Mr. William, private *e- 
CretBiy to the Earl of Shelbume, 
accused of componng "Junnu'a 
Leiten," ii. 96, 

Gr^i^, Mr. bi* cbaiacter, ii. 387 ; 
hu independence, 368 ; ^pointed 
one of the commissioiKn to admi- 
niiter the East India Company's 
■ffiui*, iii. 546. 
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Om 



i. 332. 



uuiand to tbe Fnnch, 



Orennlle. George, hii attempt to tut 
the AmericBD colonic*, ii. 112. 

Thomu, his niuuoD to 

Puii, iu. 39. 

W illlun, hU apeech on the 

Eaillndk bill, iii. 646. 
Greville, Hon. Cbula, retieni hii 

office of tresiurer of tba homehold, 

iii. 619. 
Grosvenor, Hr. liii motion to unite 

admioiitiatian, iii. 737. 
GniUbnl, Fradeiick, eighth Earl of, 

Me NoTtt, Lord. 

H, 

HadMd, allempti tbe lifa of George 

ni. ii. 39. 
Ilaniilton, Hon. William Gerard, tap- 

poied author of " Juniiu't Letleii," 

Sir William, 'hii remarki 

reipecltng Gmnd-diike Paul, ol 
Rniua. i. 310 ; hig penonal appear- 
ance, 234; character, 335; per- 
formi the Tanintell*, 337 ; the King 
of Naplei' partiality foi, 239 ; hii 
lemaiks respecting him, 243. 254 ; 
hit opinion □[ the kingdom at 
Naplei, 361. 

Lad?, informed of Lord 

NelioD'a vktorj over the Daoei, 1. 
236 ; performt the Tarantella, 237 ; 
itoriei related by, 363. 264. 

Lady AKhibald. Frederick 

Prince of Wal 



Haiiey, Aldermui, asecdoK reipect- 

ing, ii. 273. 
HtrraoD, Mr. one of the noBben for 

Orimaby, hii apeech reapecting the 

khig'i frimU, ii. 218. 
Hartler, Mr. member for Hnll, ligna 

a treat; with Ameiiea, iii. 490 ; 

length of hii ■pew:hei, 491. 493. 
Haidnga, Waneo, Goremor-getieral 

of Bengal, remark) on hii caodnct, 

iiL76:liia promptitude alter Hyder 

Ally's invaEiDD of the Camatic, 245. 
Hawke, Sir Edmud, hia character as 

Gnc lord of the admiral^, ii. 186; 

remarks respecting him, 187. 
HawkeebuiT, Lord, signs the pt^mi- 
'bsoT peace with France, u. 17. 



S«e 



" Heroic Epistle to Sir William Cham- 
ben," remarks respectiDg Foi in, 
ii. 336 ; respecting Lord North's ad- 
ministration, 377 ; venes respecting 
Geoi^elll. in,426. 

Hertfoid, Francis Seymour Convay 
seyenleenth Eartof, remarks teapect- 
ing, iii. 36 ; appoinled lord chun- 
berlain, 381. 

Hill, Or. LordBute'sliberali^to. ii.64. 

Sir Richard, member (or Shrop. 

shire, hii comparison respecting 
Fox's junction with Lord North, 
iii. 329. 580 ,- hii remarks on the 
Prince of Wales's attendance in 
the house of commoni, 710; cha- 
racter of, 712 ; 

Hillsborongb, WUIs fint £ul of, 
character of, ii, 155. 

Hinchinbroke, Lord, ippmnted master 
of the buck hoandi, iii. 386. 

Hippolito de Medicii, Cardinal, dit> 
pensated from hii ecclesiastical 
vows, i. 381 ; Lis marriage, 283 ; 



It of, ii. 260. 

Hohen, Mr. his losses at the capton 
ofSuEustatios, iii. 679. 

Holland, Stadtholden of, i. 176 ; war 
declared against, by the British, 
3B7i rEma^re«peclmg,3a9; cum- 
mencemeni of hostiliiies between 
England and, ii. 319 ; refiises the 
negotiationi with Great Britain, iii. 
39. 

Stephen Fox, eecoDd Laid, 

his talents, iL 231 ; his unpopu- 
larity, 332 ; his death, 240. 

Hobu^, Col. created Lord SbeCeM, 
his coniagequs cwiduci at the riots 
in 1780, 1. 351. 

Home, John, Lord Bute's liberality 
to, ii. 64. 

Hood, Sir Samuel, captures two French 
line-of-baitle ■hips, iii, 300. 

Howe, Adminl Sir WUIiam, after- 
waids Lord, recalled from the com- 
mand in America, ii. 1 19 ; chaiacler 
of, 287 i hii oratorical talents, 288 ; 
prevents a juiM^an of the Dutch 
squadron with tiM French and Spa. 
Dish fleet!, iii. 80 ; relietetGibnthar, 
211.316) app(unlsd Gist lord of the 
admiraltv, 246 ) teitoied to the head 
oftba admiralty, 613. 
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Uubeit, Mr. Henry, ■fiarwardi Eul of 
CaraarTOD, hil iadignatiaD agaioit 
Lord G«ar^ GardaD, i. 3S3. 

Huid, Dr> Buhop of Wotcetter, re< 
rows the «rcbbitbopric of CiDter* 
barj, iii. 347. 

HurHcue io the Wat Indies, u 367. 

Huuejr, Mr. member for Siliibuiy, bii 
OiunioD of the loan railed bj Lord 
North, ii. 361 ; his ipeech relative 
to public abiusa, iii. 463. 

Hjdei All;, hit iniaiion of the Car- 
DBtic, tL 3S2 ; driien from Madras, 
iii. 216; his death. 493; hU auo- 
ceuea, 496 ; anecdote of him, 497 ; 
his character, 498; CMite of Lis 
death, ib. 



)6 ; hit reported inflnence witl 
11.207 ; his pemnsl appear 
209 i his education, 310: 



I. 

IIIumiD^, societj of the, i. 184 ; im- 
pression made bj, in Dresden, 326. 

logletield, Mr. his account of the fate 
of the Centaur, iii. Z04. 

Impey, Sir Elijah, remains on bis 
conduct as chief justice of Bengaj, 
iiL75. 

Ireland, requiras a reauncialioD of 
pRiliamentoij lapremacj on the 
part of Great Britain, iii. 92. 

Irwioe. Gen. Sir John, character of, 
iii. 439 ; entertainment given bj, (o 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland, 440 ; 
decorated with the oider of the 
Bath, 441 ; anecdote of him. 442 ; 
his pecuniary difficulties, 443 ; re- 
ceiies donations from the king, 
ib. ; bis reudence at Parma, 444 ; 
death, ib. 

Lady, penuon gnuitad to, iii. 



J. 

JackaoD, Mr. Richard, hii |etwral in- 
formation, iii. 161. 

James, Sir William, bis death, iii. 
659 ) account of him, 660. 

Jenkioaon, Charles, aflerwardi Lord 
Hawkedwiiy and Earl of livei- 
pool, accusations agtinil, ii. 110, 
206 i hi* character ai tecielaryal 



wur.206;hi 
Geo. 111.20 
ance, 209 j 

his parltamentaiy talents, 311 ; hii 
speech respecting the American 
war, 516 ; Fox's attack upon it, 
S17 ; hii juilificatiDn of adminia- 
tralion, 6ai ; his speech on the 
Eait India bill, iii. 549 ; Foi's 
allniion to him, 573. See Hmnha. 

Jervis, Sir John, raited to the dignity 
of Earl SL Vincent, Iii. 119. 

Jesuila, number of impriioned in the 
Castle of St. Julieo, in 1773, i. 
68. 

John IV. king of Portugal, remarks 



Johnson, Dr. his opinion of the " Es- 



say o 



. 147; 



marks respecting him, 160. ISl ; 
bis composition!, 162 ; reason for 
hia not cultitating his poetical ta< 
lents, 163 ; opinions respecting him, 
154; his talent as a biographer, 
156 ; hi* prejudice*, 166 ; nia oih- 
nion of lung George III. ii. 10 ; 
hi* deure to obtain a seat in parlia- 
ment, 690. 

Johnstone, Caet. George, character 
of, ii. 334 ; hia remans respecting 
Adminl Keppel, 326. 327; re- 
s^tinp Poi, 327 ; comments upon 
hit action at Praya Bay, 430 ; his 
speech respecting Sir Georn Rod- 
ney, iii. 125; aniowsity between 
bim and Fox, 133 ; bis attack upon 
bim, 141 ; declaims against the 
Anieiican treaty, 369 ; hii enco- 
miums on Lord Tburlow, 368; 
hia opinion of Lord North's onion 
with Fox, 371; of Loid Caven- 
diib's proposed loan, 396; of Ibe 
grant to the Prince of Wales, 468. 
470; on Foi's proposed East Indlft 
bill, 538. 633. 701. 746. 

Jones, Sir William, remait* on kil 
poetry, ii. 378. 

Joseph I. Kin^ of Portugal, chaitcter 

bis dread of earthquakes, 18 ; his 
annual visit to the palace of 3»li» 
Tiem, 19 ; his pobtictd capacitj. 
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i.21; impcDTeiMnt of (be PoHngntM 
aodar ba govcnuncDt, 33 ; hu re- 
•«Duei, 23 i Bttempt to aBunioite 
him, 25. 28, 20. 33 ; hii paitulit; 
lor bull Ceuti, 46 j kit nuti to tha 
Italiin Opera li Liibon, 49; hi* 
prediltction lor the Connt de Pnda, 
60; remains on hii rtiga, 71. 

Joseph II. Emperor of Auatrii., uec- 
doie respectiag. i. 256 ; hi* conduct 
in Naplei, 366 ; remarkaoahitra^, 
385 ; bin mUitu; inrapltcil;, 386 ; 
bJB illitDce with CKtbetim II. it, ) 
huimpradence,28S; hii death,388. 

JoMphi, Arehducheu, her duth, i. 



JuDhu, bii reflecdou npoa King 
George III. i. 357 ; hii opinion of 
King Chulei I. ii. 16 ; hU com- 
puiion reapecting George III. 40 ; 
hit " Letter to the King," 45 ; hii 
BccnutioDi Bnimt the Duke of 
Bedford, 66 ; liii ■■ Addten to the 
Prioier of the Public AdveitiHi," 
84 i hii " Letter to the King," 86 ; 



103; bi* attack npoa Sb Willtun 
I^per, 91 j fuppoeed reuon for 
bii wciecy, 100; hii remark] re- 
•pecting Lord North, I2G ; leipecl- 
ing the fctiw'i frittidi, 217; bii 
letter to the Duke of Grafton, 334 ; 
bii deicription of Gen. Burgoyue, 
293 ; hii remarki reipecting the 
Earl of Mantfield, 305 ; hit parting 
letter to Laid Camden, 306; hi« 
altuiiou to Lord Weymouth, iii. 
73, 74 ; hii accuiation a^ainit the 
Duke (^Grafton, 118; hn opimon 
of the Maiqnii of Rockiiigbam, 
148. 



Kempenfeldt, Admini, diipUched to 
intercept the Franch fleet intended 
for the Weat Indiei, ii. 477. 

Kenjon, Mc. afterwuds Loid, u- 

Eintad attorney- genaal, iii. 17 ; 
I character, 18 ; bii speech re- 
apecting the public right to demand 
inlereMOD the baUocei of mon^ 
ratained by tbe acconnlanti, 19 ; 
hii penonil appMrance, 21 ; hii 
inqnu; into the baUncea of money 
VOL. III. 



in tbe haiMk of public 



hiiipeecbon (belaud [ai, 611. 
Keppel, Admiral, hii reply to Sir 

Hueh PalliKr, L 366; character 

of, lb. ; hii oratorical talenta, 286 ; 

elected meiabei for Sntrey, 386 ; 

fail abililiei, 2B7 ; teiected a« mem. 

ber for Windior, ii. 322; notice 

of hii election for Surrey, t6. ; Capt. 

JohnitDDe'i reinarka respecting, 

325. 327 1 hii defence of his cod. 

duct, 328; his 

British nary, iii. 3*17 . 

situation offirst lord of the 

ralty, 246. 
Kerr, Lord Maik, anecdote of, i 
Kingtion, DncheM of, see CkMdUi^h, 



improvementi in the 






destruction of hii n- 

inee and warehouses in the riots 
" " ■ 1780, L 336, 337, 



quis, see Shtiburjii. 
Laurens, Ei-preiident of America, nc» 

tice of his impriiODmeat in the 

Tower, ii. 276. 
Leciinsha, Mariade, married to Looi* 

XV. i. 86 1 anecdote of, 86. 
Lee, Mr. bii accuiationi against Lord 

Shetbume, iiL 180. 276 ; his opin- 

ion of ihe bill to compel public ac- 

coantanli to delirer up tbdr ba- 

Uncei, 473. 
Lemon, Sir William, disapprona of 

the propoied oniou between Pitt 

and Foi, iii. 764. 
Lenox, Lord George, his high opinion 

afLonlSackTtl]e,ii.500. 
Lady Sarah, George III'* 

partiaJityfor, ii. 37. 
Leopold, Grand-duke, after wards Em- 



i Germany, remarti on his 
goremment of Florence, i. 283 ( 
his ammementi, 284 ; his attach- 



ment (o the Countess Cowper, 285 ; 
succeeds to tbe Austrian throne, 

3b 
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i. 388 ; deurmiBei t 
■llimce witb Kuuii, 201; COD- 
clud«a p«iG< with the Turks at Sis' 
tovi, 290 ; *eli on foot the inter- 
Tie* of Pilniti,29l ; cKmned Em- 
peroT of Genniny, iSi ; faia doiibti 
reipectitig IhesiDceritj of Ibe Bri* 
tiih gavernmeitt, 295 ; uiecdote of, 
297 ; his deelh. 298 ; luppoMd W 
have been poiioned, ib. 301. 

" Letter to the Electors of Ajrles- 
bary," ramarka on Laid Sandoich 
in, li. 182 ; iU. 673. 

Lewisbam, Viscounl, one of thecom- 
miasioDen appointiid lo admiDitter 
the East India Campaay'i aSain, 
iii. 646. 

Ligne, Prince de, nmarki in his 
"MetDoiraof Prince Gugene of 
Savof ," iii. 665. 

Lisbon, remarka on the canrt of, L 
ITieatthqnskei in. t6. SO. 57,68 ; 
destructioD of the public buildings 
in, 51 ; improved appearance of, 70. 

London, compari&on between the H>. 
cie^ of, and that of Paris, i. 163 ; 
diasalisfactioD in, (1779.) 318; 
rioli in, (1780,) 333; tumulu in, 
(1 769,) iL 82 ; exultation in, on the 
Dews oF Rodney's victory ovei De 
GtaMc.iii. 103. 

— citiiens of, petitioB parlia- 
ment to lenuinate the Amerion 
war, ii. 633 ; pncent an addreu to 
Ihe king, iii. 719. 

Lonain, annexed to France, i. S8. 

Duke of, ree SWniilatu. 

Lorraine, Prince Cbailea, gevernoc of 

the Aostriau Netherlands, account 
afhini,i.3l7; his death, 318. 
Louis XV, King of France, his mar- 
riage with Maria Ledimka, i. S6 ; 
bis acquisition of Lorrain, SB ; his 
illness at Meti, 96 ; his popularitj, 



96; 



. 101: 



. ii.487. 

Louis, Dauphin, son of Louii XV, 
his death, i. 104 ; his chaneter, 
105 ; accimut of his cenTCmtion 
with David Hume, 106. 

Loughboroagh, Lord, snpporls T,ard 
North, ii. 308 ; hit opinion af 
Bodney's vicUujr orer de Graaae, iii. 
106. «ee IfiiiUfrfrnra. 

Louisa, MadauM, dau^ter of Loni* 
XV, hecLnlerTiewmth him,). 112. 

Loath, Dr. Bishop of l,oadoD, re- 
fuses the Archbiahopric cf Canter- 
bury, iii. 348. 

Lowther, Sir Janes, afterwards Earl 
of Loaedale, his parliaraentaiy 
" " ' 1 ; liii character. 



)b. ; hu pmtectxin o 
trick, 347 ; his ■not 



cuBcd of poisoning hii son, 106 ; 
remarks on the latter years of bis 
reign, 107 ; hti provision for Ma- 
dame du Bany, 110 ; account of 
hia death, 111. 
Louis XVI, King of France, charac- 
ter of, i- 113; his talents, 114; his 
selection of his ministr;, 115 ; re- 



Lutlrell, Hon. Capt John, hi* de- 
fence of Lord Sandwich, ii. 1S3. 

Coi. afterwards Earl of Car- 

hampton, his mnaiks on the a&irt 
of Ireland, iii. 29, 

LyttletoD, Thomas second Lord, 
character of, i. 338. 333 ; his doth, 
329. 331. 

■ Ladfi her belief in supec- 

natunl facts, i. 330. 



MacpbersoD, James, notice of his 
poems of Oasiao, ii. 64. 

MacpheisoD, Sir John, Governor-Ge- 
neral of Bengal, his account of the 



sent to negotiate peace with the 

Mahratlas, iii. 284. 
Mutre de Dice, chorch of, in Uiboa, 

i. 73. 
Madrid, Coiui of, their proceedings 

agunst England, ii. 106, 
Maffra, palace of, erected by John 



I napectine b 
ge, 119; bise 



, 116; 
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upon Lord Norlh'i fiiuncUl dIbiu, 
ill. <46i hueccentiicily, 767; hit 
replylo LonJ NorUi. 761. 

Maine, Doeben de, liteniy enter- 
tuomentB eivcu 1^, i, 170. 

MliiUnd, ViKonnt, aftenraids Eail 
of Lauderdale, remai^ on bis 
apeecheg, iu341 ; liii altachment to 
Oeorfp III, 342 ; hU ipeecii re- 
specting the public right to fonn at- 



Ualagrida, Gabriel, an Italian Jesuit, 
imprisoned in the castle of St. Jn- 



Manchester, Geoi^ Montagu foarth 
Duke of, appointed ambasudor at 
Paris, iiL ^8. 

Haen, Sir Horace, his predilection 
for the House of Medicis, i. 280 j 
his remarks reapacting John Gas- 
ton, 381 ; prolealshlsdetestationor 
ataodaCJoos and committees, ii. 394. 

Maiu6eld, William Murray fitstl^rd, 
chief justice, deatruetion of his rcii. 
deoce in the hots of 17B0, i. ^i^ - 
remarks reapecting, 367 - 

of him, ii. 303; Wilka'i 

(ions againal him, 303 ; Jonina's, 
306, 307 ; disapproves of a disso- 
lutioD, iii. 766. 

Mansfield, Hr. solicitor-general, hii 
bill for the prevention of abuses of 
the Sabbath, ii. 244 ; his remarks 
respcctiog Fon and Burgoyne, 397 ; 

Cats Sffaiuat the inquiry into 
Sandwich's cooducl, 487. 

Margaret, Queen of Navanv, rcniaiks 
on bar " Tales," i. 375. 

Mans Aniw,daaghtarof King Joseph 
1, character of, i. 38. 

Maria, BeoedicH, daughter of King 
Joseph I, character of, i. 39 ; uur- 
Tied to the Prince of B«^ia, 40. 

" Marriage Bill," debates respecting, 
ii. 417. r—B- 

Marianna Victoria, Queen of Portu- 
gal, her jealoosrof ber hnsl>uid, i. 
15; her honting dress, 16; ac- 
count oF her marriage with King 
Joseph I, 34 : ber penonal appear- 
aace, 36 ; her paitialitj for bull 
feans, 46 ; attends the ItaUan 
Opei* at Li^Ktn, 49. 

Mana Theresa, Queen of Hungar; 
and Bohemia, ber death, i. 3S3 ; 
' ■ account of her 



last moments, i. 394 ; ber lengna- 
tion, 396. 
Marie Anloioelte, Queen of France, 
her remarks to the Duke of Doiaet, 
i. 38 ; remarks respecting, 133 ; 
birth of her bod, ii, 431 ; her recep- 
tion of Pitt, iii. 487 ; her esteem 
for the Duke of Dorset, 616; her 
influence in the cabinet, ib. 
Maikbam, Dr. ArchUshop of York. 
Totes agaiDil the East India bill, 
iu.690. 
Marlborough, Dake of, sea ClntTehiU, 
Jaka. 

Dndiess Dowager, ber 

partiality for Dr. Moore, iii. 351. 
Maraham, Hon. Charles, one of the 
committee to procure a coalition be- 
tween Pitt and Foi. iii. 731 ; ac- 
cused of being a spy, 801 , 
Martin, Mr. member Ua Tewkesbury, 
his speech respecting gaming-house*, 
ii. -244. 345 ; on iBe East India 
bill, iiL 579 ; Loid North's allo- 

chanoter Mawbey, Sit Joaeph, lenuiks respect- 

ing, r381. *^ 

" Uemoiia of Prince Eug^M of Sa- 

Toy," remarks in, iii. 665. 
Millar, Mr. anecdote of, i. 56. 
Hinchin, Mr. member for Ookhamp- 
ton, Ms motion lelalire to the con- 
dition of thenBTj, iii. 394. 
Minorca, remarks on the capture of. 



i.540. 



. i. 684. 
Montago, Fredeiick, hi* enlogium oa 
the Marquis of Bocklngham, iii. 
146; character of, 16D| one of 
the GODimissioners for administering 
the East India Company's aAIrs, 
545. 



Mrs. partiei given by, i. 

144 ; herpenooal appeannce, 146 ; 

her acqaaintancas, 147. 



Mooie, Dr. John, Bishop of Bangor, 
appointad Arehbisbop of Canter- 
bury, iii. 349 ; account of him, 360; 
votes against the £aalIndiabiU,S90. 

Monntmorres, Lord, his personal ap- 
peatukce, iii. 757 ; character, 766 ; 
Lord North's remarks respecting 
him, 761. 

Mulgrave, Constantine John Phippa 

3h 2 
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wcood Lord, hit auaian uf Sir 
Edwwd Hiwke, ii. IST : hii tk- 
fence of Letd Sandwich, 190 ; Tia- 
dicates Admiral Kempeiifeldt's ex- 
peditiDQ, 479 ; om of Loid Saad- 
wieh'i delerulers, 488 ; anecdote 
oF him, 489 ; his i«maTki on Lo:d 
North, iii. 614 ibU charge* gainst 
Fo., 745. 

Hurray, Gen. hii indignatioa ^ainit 
Ixtrd (ieorge Gordon, i. 363. 

Uiu^va, Dr. his aueftiOD reapectiDg 
tbe Princew Dowager of Walca 
and Lord Bute, ii. 68. 

HbUdj tnli, debatn on, iii. 781, 782. 



Naplci, remark! retpeding the kiog- 
dom of, i. 362. 

King of, tee FmUnand IV. 

Queen of, sea Canlint, Arch- 

•tutluu of iliulriit. 

Neapolitan Kinn, remarlit on their 
limited autlioiKj, i. 360. 

Na*j, improramenti in, i, 

259. 

Neapolitani, their aflection for Fer- 
dinand IV, i. 260. 

Necker, M. remarks iwpecting, iL 
366.282. 334 1 compaiiuD between 
Lord North aod him, 367. 

NelioQ, Admiral Lord, notice of hii 



Baike'i corretpoadence with Dr. 
Frank! in ,ii .376 ; his motion respect- 
ing Powell and Bambridge, lit. 433. 

Nicholion, Margaret, her attempt to 
aiausinite George lil, ii. 28. 

Nile, batUe of the, notice of, iii. 105. 

North, Frederick Lord, hii coDdact 
during the riots in 17B0, i. 343 ; 
stAts of the country under hii go- 
TernmeDl,ii.2 ; hii remark respect- 
ing George 111, 27 ; hii penoaal 
resembUace to him, 49. 134 j 
appointed first minitlar, 87 ; his 
attempts to prevent a wu with 
Spain, 107. 109 ( his ministerial 
c^iacily. 125; anecdotes of him, 
127, 138; remarks op his talent* 
for ridicule, 130, 131 ; on his ifta- 
Wy. 132, 133. 137 ; hii Goavena- 
tion, 130 ; hii adtniniUia^o, 140) 
bis eaay temper, 1 42 ; bin minii- 



terial Grmne**, ii. 144 ; notice oThis 
tesiguBtioD. it.; his attachmeal to 
George 111. 146 ; his family, 147 ; 
f oi'b remarks respecting him, 208 ; 
Bnite'a ridicule of, 374 ; remark* 
on his admlniitratioji, 31B ; an- 
nouacei the commencement of hos- 
tilities aninst Holland, 319; hii 
reply to Burke, 32r) ; to Fox'i re- 
marks on Keppel'i rejection br 
Windsor, 323 ; his reawin for Sir 
Hagh PalliseT*! resignation of hii 
employments, 333 ; attack upon his 
finaticial measures, 359 ; luquiry 
into the loan borrowed bj him, 360; 
his defence of that nieainic, 365 ; 
comparison between him aud Neclier, 
363; Foi'i iorectira against, 373 1 
his reply to them, ib, ; attempts to 



iupp< 



, 375; 



1, 377 : 



attempts to drive him from office, 
389; Pitt's remarks on his character, 
403 j opposes the attention of the 
marriage acl,419; his emotion on 
hearing of the surrender of the BrI. 
tijh forces at York Town, 435; 
justifies tbe principles of the Ame- 
riean war, 446 ; hia ipeeches ro- 
specling it, 461.469; Pitt's allu- 
sion to hia coDversalian with WeU 
bore Ellis, 471 ; his procrastiuatioa, 
182 ; hii unpopulanty, 484 ; denies 
the imputations gainst Lord Sand- 
wich, 486 ; his protection of his 
Jordship, 506; proposes an address 
to tbe crown for his removal from 
oBice, 520 ; proposes a loan, 532 ; 
repels Foi's accusations against 
him, 523 ; declares that minislen 



had . 



1 all i 



carry on the American war. 617 ; 
his rMiIy to Conway's reproach, 
538 ; nil opinion of Conway's mo- 
tion respecting the American war. 
537; hii speech in reply In Foi, 
651. 553 ; dewres to postpooe the 
tares, 555; his speecli respecting 
his adminiilratian, S79; ramatk* 
on the conduct of the American 
war, S80; bis allnnon to Lord 
Sackville, 581 j his wish for peace, 
583 ; comparison between him and 
Wolsey, 585 ; Fox's apology to, 
680 ( lender* hi> reugnatioa, 596 ; 
fait conversation with the king, 567 ; 
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infonat lb« houMaf bUiMignUUD, 
ii. 600 ; tssLimonies to his Uleati, 

606 J raaioDi for his mignKlioD, 

607 ; reoiarki retpactiDg, iii. S. 4 ; 
defendi the peuuDU graoted to Mr. 
Robiaun, 64 ; Fax's uiimadTer- 






D, tA. ; lemarki tn 



retirement, 100 i his speech respect- 
ing Rodney's victoiy, 12! ; his opi- 
nion of hie supersedure, 129. 131 ; 
__.!._! reipectiog his conduct 
* -■'■--■■ -- .185; fail 



Kproves Bnrke Tor his attack on (he 
king's speech, 225 ; hit lemarVsoD 
the peu» with Aoierica, 226 ; on 
Foi. 227 ; on the propoied cession 
of Gibiallar to Spun, 234 ; on the 
production of the prorkuonal treaty 
with America, 341 ; hii popoluity, 
245; remarks respecliDgbim,350i 
'' ' to Mr. Macpherson, 

vation of the British 
; his repij lo Sit 
Cecil Winy, 291 1 meeting and 
associations during his administia- 
lioD, 292 ; remarks OD hit union 
with Foi, 30e, 311 ; Pitt's obsei- 
vatlons reapectiag him, 323; his 
replj, 324 ; his eocomiumi on Fox, 
326 ; his defence of his eoalitioD 
with him, 360 ; his declaratiaii le- 
tpecting Jeakinson, 361 ; opiniooi 
respecting his union with Foi, 37 1 ■ 
376; appoiDled secrelai^ of stale 
ht the Home Depaitmenl, 378 ; 
comparisons respecting him, 386, 
389 ; remarks on his proposed ele- 
vation 10 the peerage, 391 ; hii re- 
ply to PiU, 392 ; his ipeech on 
Parliamentary Reform, 406; his 
reply to Pitt, 436 ; comparison be- 
tween him and Lord Sbelbnnw, 
438 ; bu reply to Laid MBbon,44T 1 
to Pitt's censures, 4S9 ; his reply to 
■he remarks od the ali< 



EX. 835 

iii. 70S ; bis dasite for the general 
public welfare, 748 ; his lepljtoFitl, 

749 ; bis remarks on the inhabitant* 
of Banbuiy's address to the king, 

750 ; hii description of Ibe meetings 
of the iahalutants of Weslminsler, 
760 ; his speech on the mutiny bill, 
782. 

North, Col. SOD of the preceding, eiM 
of the commissioners fijr admiDts- 
tenng the E^st India Ctnnpany's 
" iii. 546. 



-Hod 






wards fourth Earlof Unilford, nego* 
tiates the coalition between Lord 
North and Foi, iii. 260. 

Nortbington, Robert Henley second 
Earl of, his char^ter as lard lieu- 
tenant of Iralaod, iii. 388. 

Norton, Sir Fletcher, the kind's re* 
fosal to permit his re-election as 
speaker, i. 372 ; character of, 393 ; 
notice of hiselevatian to the peer- 
age, 376; created Lord Grmntley. 

Nugent, Lord, created an Irish Earl, i. 
130 : character of, 131 ; aneodotei 
of, 134, 136 ; his intimacy with 
Prince Frederick, 137 ; presenU 
Teries to Queen Charlotte, ib. his 
hmily, 138 ; opposes the bill li>T 
the reform of Uie king's hoosa- 
bold, ii. 338 ; anecdote of, iii. ii; 
his Epeech respecting the Ameiicaii 
loyaTiiu, 263 ; account of the coa- 
lihon between him and Fox, 260 ; 
hiisamnolency,S62 ; his speech on 
the American Treaty. 268 I hiiac- 
couQt of the reconciliation of Lord 
Granville and Mr. Felbam, 773. 



Ogilile, Mr. account of, i. 266. 

Onslow, Georn, one of the represen- 

taiiTes of Guilfbnl, accuses the op- 

potitioD of favouring the insntrec- 

the tion of the American colonies, ii. 

. re. 678. 

Orange, Prince of, see Witliam V, 
Stadtluildtr i>f Holland. 

Prince Frederick of, his death, 

i. 179; character, IBO. 

Princeas of, her reception in 

England, 1. 178 ; her grief lor the 
his'reply to Fowit, deatbof her son, 180. 



Sblic money, 463 ; support 
St India bill, 666; Wilkes' 
marks on him, 576; delivers upthe 
seals at his office, 607 ; his eulo- 

S'ums on Fox, 637; allusion to 
r. Martin, 629 ; comiption of 
parliameDt during his admimitra- 
turn, 674; hit support while first 
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Orde, TboBiis, one 
<if ths tnuarj, Daaila'i euM- 
minn«<.D,ui.i6S. 

Orlekni, Philip, Duke of, ngput of 
Fmtoe, daring Loob XV'* miuo- 
rity,i. 77 ; chancterof bim, 78 ;bii 
ttientB, 79; duth, Oi. ; remuki 
reipectiag him, 126> hii demo- 
tion of Huie ADtoiDotts, i. 27. 

Ort<^, Aluii, ■flaiwtrdi Prince, fais 
IkTOnr with the Knpren Cuthmne, 
i. 191 ; account of liii entrapping 
the lappoMd dingtrtar of the Ji^- 
pRH Qinbeth, 194. 198. 

Oirilliira, H. d', oommuder of the 
Franch ud Snuuih fleeu, i. 319. 

-'-lBof,i.l«5. 



(WMxn, Mr. 



PalliMr, Sir Hugh, appointed gorei- 
Dorof Greenwich HoipitBl. i. 377. 
3S3 ; elected onmber for Hunting- 
dan, 384 ; hit repl; to Fox'i de- 
clamations Bgftinit him, ib.; remarki 
on his nanf talent!, 386; debates 
nEpectiDE hit appointment u go- 
vernor of Greenwich Hospital, ii. 
331 ; remaiiEOn hia reiignaliaa or 
hii employmenla, 333 ; hit defence. 



W 



of liteiary nwetinga . 



Parker, Admiral, hit engageaent with 
Zoutman in the North Sea, ii. 424 ; 
viaiied 1^ King George III, at the 
Nore, 445. 

Pailiunant, prorogation of, iii. 1B7; 
compariiona between the leisiDui of, 
1781 and 1783, 216; re-apeoing 
of, 318 i cormption of, 674, 075. 
677, 678. 

ParliamentaiT fefbrm, Pitt's propoii- 
tioD for, ni. 393. 403. 

Faal, GTRDd-doke of Ruaala, after- 
ward! Emperor, bis marriage with 
the PrinccM oF Heiae Darmitidt, i. 
303 ; with the Ptincets Sophia of 
Wirtemben, 307 ; proceeds to Ber. 
lin,30S ; (he Kiog of Pruiua's re- 
ception of, ib, ; anecdotes of his st- 
uAiDieBttotbe Gratid-ducbeH,310. 



Pedro, Don, characMi of, i. 43 { no- 

tics of hit deaA, 44. 
Pedro II, King of Portogal, chartcter 

of, i. 63. S*. 
Pelham, Mr. remarks on his ndminis- 

ntioB, iii. 668. 
Perceral, Hon. Mr. Charles George, 

propoiet an addiett to the king, ii. 

Perc;, Lord Algtreon, hit hnivT at 
the riolt in 1780,1. 361. 

Pigot, Admiral, hit ra 
lation tgainst Lon 
507 ; iMt ta nc 
Bodne; in the West Indiei, iii. 
117 ; remaAt retpecting him, 133, 

PilniH, Treaty of, i. 391, 393. 

Piom, Mn. see ThnU. 

Ktt, Mr. afterwards Eail of Chatham, 
remark* oa hit talentt, ii. 59. 

Mr. Thomat, hti speech on 

equality of repreaenlalion, iii. 83 ; 
protests againat Fm'idactrines, 93 ; 
appTovet of the propned pailia- 
menlaiy reform, 400 ; his speech 
respecting, 404 ; bit relationship 
to Mr. WiUism Pitt, 401 ; recom- 
mends an appeal to the elector! 
throughout the kingdom, 442 ; bit 
speech on the stale of tiie country, 
446 i bis speech respecting Lord 
Sandwich, 611; character of his 
onton, 631 ; lus opinion of the 
East Indiabill, 671 ; created Lord 
CamtUiud, 693. 

Pitt, Right Hoo. WiHitm, remarks 
respecting, i, 393 ; approros of the 
Emparar Leopold's views, 394; the 
King's partiality for, ii. 33 ; hit 
speech on (he bill for lelbrming die 



mark! «n his 6rel nppmnace, 335, 
336; opuentretpeOinghiin, 342; 
his leceplion at Brooke'sclnb, 343; 
representative fat Amileby, 344 ; 
hit intimacy with the JJuke of Rut- 
land, 346; inteten to procuie his 
election for Appleby, 347 ; his ta- 
leolB, 349 ; fall populari^, 361 ; 
his imiaiki respecting the commis- 
siooen of accounts (or the House of 
Commons, 403 ; hit speeches re- 
specting the American war, 408, 
447 ; his nwiecl for the king ihown 
in hit speeches, 4S7 ; character of 
hit oratory, 621 ; hia elevated viewt 
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it. 676 ; his rapnwcbn on niniitera, 
689 i refniei >av utnttioD during 
the Maraai* of RodtiDgbam'i ad- 
miniltratiDD, iii. 33 ; ippoinls 
George 9eliryn larTeyor-geDGral of 
the CTOHD Uiids, 63 ; hu apeech 
lapectiDg eleotiom, 81 ; propoMi 
Ibe amKiintmeDt of i comnuOee for 
inqoinag into the ilate of oatiaaal 
repreHDlaliOD, 85; remarki on his 
pditical opiniooB, 98 ; approve* of 
the bill for prventine bribery at 
election*, 137 ; hii Mmintion of 



bis 



le life, 1 



of 



pnvale li . 
bvhim, 149j appointed chancellor of 
''- — rbequer, 159 ; his ai *■ — 



□ Foi and t 
feiUBofLoidSbclburne, 223; re- 
fuses to sit in the cabinet with Lord 
North, 250; hii eminent lalents, 
361 ; altercatioa between him and 
Sbeiidan, 273 1 bis institution of 
the linking {nnd, 303 ; bis speech 
reipecling Fai'i uaion with Lord 
North,'3 16 ; effect of hii quotations, 
317 : hiiadditutoFox, 319 ; his 
comparison reapecting the Briliah 
empire in 1763 and 1783, 320 ; his 
remark* re*pecting the Ear! of Shel- 
Imme, XKI i concerning Lord 
North, 323 ; remarks on bis con- 
duct to the Earl of Sbelbume, 332 ; 
refuses to act with Lont North, 
S36 ; Powis's encomiums on. him, 
337 ; o8er to rec^ve bim into the 
coalition, 363 ; hi* reply, 364 ; re- 
signs hi* bffice, 36T ; bis political 
opinions, 370 ; bis projected motion 
lor parliamentary reform, 392 ; hi* 
imputatiuna against Foi, 396, 
39B ; bit addtest on the tubiecl of 
pirliameBtary reform, 400 ; his re- 
htion to Mr. Tbomas Pitt, 401 ; 
chancier of his parliamentary re- 
form, 403 ; hii inmiuks on minii- 
ten, 434 ; on Lord North'* taiei, 
447 i comparison between him and 
Foi. 446 ; hia bill for tegnlating 
public office*, 434, 466; hi* oen- 
■urei opon Lord North, 458 ; hia 
remarks on the alienation* of the 



> ; on Ibe propoaed 
ince of Walea, 



1,486; 

pieaeated to Louis XVI, 487 ; hia 
opinion of the propoaed addrais to 
the king, 636 ; apMches oa the E^aat 
India bill, 643, 665 ; hU declara- 
tion coticeraiag, 674 ; appoiiited 
€fsl kird of the Ireasuiy, 607 ; i«- 
marki on hia utpointmeat. 608 ; 
oppoiea a dissolation, 609, 634; 
his personal appearance, 635; hi* 
character, 636 : hii love of wine, 
639 i anecdote of bim, 640 ; hi* ac- 
quaintances, 643; bii claaaical 
knowledge. 644 ; bii parliomentaiy 
career, 645 ; coinpanion between 
hia oratory and Fox's, 647 ; bis 
want of economy, 649, 6S3 ; ap- 
pointed Laid Wanlea of the doque 
ports, 663 ; hi* debt*, 654 ; hit 
judgment, 665 ; his conduct respect- 
ing the regency, 657 ; regularity of 
his private life, 659 ; bis attempt to 
reduce Fox's majoHn' in the com- 
mooB, 662 ; seeks tbe support of 
Lord SackviUe, 683. 687 ; laiies 
Mr. - 
692 ; appoint! 
clerkship of the pelU in the Exche- 
quer, 695 i hia reply to the attacka 
upon bim, 703 ; Sir Richard Hill's 
com parisoQ, concerning him,7l6i 
hi* East India bill, 719; hi* secre- 
cy reipectiag bii pailiameaury in- 
tentioDi, 723 ; hi* penooal danger, 
735; plan loreconcile him with Fox, 
729, 733 ; bis opinion of it, 730 ; 



749 ; iaformi the house of tbe 
king'i delenninatioD to retain mi- 
niatera, 763 ; refuie* toreiign, 766 ; 
hii alluainni to Fox'a McUoing 
popularity, 763; Fox'* lemarka 
on bim, 768 ; hia reply, 769 ; bis 
leBections upon Fox, 774, 776 ; 
Powii'i aocusations against him, 
793 ; description of hi* followeri, 
795 ; hia reply, 796 ; lappositions 
respecUug him, 798, 799, 800; ac- 
cuses Fowi* and Manham of act- 
ing Bs anies, 801 ; reflections te- 
■pecting liim. B09; hi* services to 
tbe king. BIS. 
Fitt, Lody Harriet, notice of her mar- 
riage with Mr. Eliot, iii. 161. 662. 



.y Google 



Podotiki, Count, bii duga 



i.276. 



Pope, Mt. hit iDlinucT ' 
PiiBMof Walu, iL fi. 

Pomkial, Maiquii de, no Carvalho 
SAattian, Jsupfc. 

Portlud, WilliiM Haaij CtitBdidi 
B«ntuid eighd Dake of, teiiioi 
the loid-KeuteiuDC7 aflraUnd, lii. 
163 ; hii interview with the king, 
3M. 374. 377 ; appoioled fint lord 
of the maiarj, 378 ; bii apiDion oT 
Piu'a bill of regulUion, 467 ; hi* 
CDDTeraidoD wilS the king respecl- 



ii^Mi. Beilby TtxRunoa, 
Pcwtunoatb, Ducfaeu of, her 
ofChulM I.'a 



II. 

itate pnum in, i. 68. 

Poitugueee, improvenMot of under 
King JoMpb I. i. 22 ; their rindic- 
■ire cbknctcr, 69. 

Polerakin, hia cooqucM* otci the 
Tn^, i. 289 i hii oonducl toward* 
the Emperor Leopold, 390. 

Ponlett, I^loD. Mr. remarki retpecting 
him in " The Rolliad," iii. 49. 

Povell, Mr. ucuiationi against bin), 
iii. 417 ; restored lo hii situation in 
the pay ofliee, ib. ; his resignatian, 
428 ; hia snicide, 43a 

Powii, Mr> hia accualions asninit 
Laid North, ii. 140 ; hia opinion of 
Lord Stormont, 153 : his cilatioa 
from Gibbon's " Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire," 461 ; hia 



' and the principal membeia of oppo- 
(itioD. 560; his tpeech on the bill 
for reducing the Civil list, iii. 44 ; 
hia opinion of the American treaty, 
■■ impartialilf, 287; his 



Lord North, 310 ; bii remarks coo- 
caroiag Earl Shelbarne. 336 ; con- 
cerning Pitt, 337 ; his speech on 
parliamentary refonn, 403 ; bis 
speech on tba East liidia bill, 563 ; 
remarks on Foi, 565 ; hit remaiks 
on Pitt's acquainlancea, 642 ; on 
LofdNorth, 707 ihisopinioaof the 



Poitamoath, Duchess of, her accoont 



to procore it, 731 ; approvea of an 

adjonnunent, 753 ; his tcAeetions 

«D Pitt, 755, 793 1 his dOKriptioil 

of Pitt's followers. 795. 
Prado, Count de. King Joseph L'a 

regard for, i. SO. 
Prf, Governor du, hia interview with 

Hyder AU^ , iii. 496. 
Prie, Marchionen de, her interview 

with Mademoiselle de Sens, L 83. 
Priestley, Dr. patronised by the E«ri 

ofShelbume. ii.31d. 
ProveDce, Count de, character of, i. 

134. 
Piusaia, King of. Me Fradtriek Wil' 

liam. 
FulteDSy, Mr. character of, iii. 698 ; 

bis speech on the propoeed diM^n- 

lion, 699. 

■ Miss, afterward* Coanlsia of 

Bath, Foa'a attachment to, iii. 660. 



Queensberrj, Charlea Duke of, one of 
the favourites of Frederick Prince of 
Wale*, ii. 49 ; hb conversation with 
George lit. iii. 484. 

Qnerouailla, Mademoiselle, remarks 
respecting her, ii. 312. 

R. 

RamboDillet, Maichiooeas of, literary 
aodeties at her revdence, i. 169. 

RawdoD, Francis Lord, aflerwtlds 
Marquis of Hastings, demands sa- 
ttafactioQ for the Duke of Rich- 

ii. 600. 

RayaaJ, Abbe, character of, i. 160. 

Kichmond, Charles Leanoi teventh 
Duke of, hi* character, ii. 311 ; hii 
activi^ in parliament, 312 ; bis 
speech respecting Lord Geo^ 
Germain's conduct at Minden, 
499 ; his declaration respecting 
Lord Rawdon, 500 ; order of the 

Cr coofaned upon him, iii. 71 ; 
pinion of the right of voting, 
rJ ; bii remai^ on Lonl Noitb% 
prapoaed elevation lo the peerage, 
391 ; bis reflections upon Fox, 594 ; 
I.;. : on p,t,^ 755, 
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mpport* 

ShendiD B remark! ropecting, 313; 
hii peraonal appearance, 214 ; bii 
oretonr, 215; hii complinwDMrf 
tpeech 10 Mr. Foi. 243 ; hii ridi- 
coIb of Sheridan. 300 ; hii uMition 
mpeeting ih« Amerinn colonta. 
413 i hii teitimonj in lavoni of 
Powell and Bembridg*, 429 ; op- 
pOMi an appeal lo tin electon 
thranghout the kingdom, 443 ; his 
apeech ncpeeting t^rd North and 
Lord Geoi^ Germain, 4T3{ impu- 
lationi agunal liim, 620 i bit opi- 
nion oF tbe motion of "declarrng 
eDemiei to their connti? all who 
ihould adiiie the king to conliQue 
the war with America," 543 ; re- 
mark in bii ipeech, 644 ; Pitt'i at- 
tack upon it, G46 ; hit ipeech aa 
Lordnorth'ireiieaation, 603; ridi- 
culea the modan for iliortening the 
duration of pailiamentl, iii. 9S i 
lemuki DO hii political talenii, 
103 ; balaoce of public moDcy in 
bii pouauioD. I!il9 ; declared ac- 
eouolabla for, 140 ; bii pecuniary 
embamiimeiiti, 195 ; hit conoei- 
ioDwith Rnmbald. lEK; biiipeech 
on parliameptarj jeform^ 414 ; hii 
ipeecb relative to the pra«eediogi 
againit Rnnibold, 460 ; hii reflec- 
tions on PiU, 786. 

Rioli in LondoD in 1780, account of, 
i. 333.336.337; compntitiou of tbe 
killed and woooded. 348. 360 ; pre- 
cauliom to eonceal tbe damagn. 
361 ; eoDiuliatiaiiE leipecting, 366. 

Bobecti, Mr, hia remuli od Mr. 
Palham'i admiuiilralioD, iii. 668. 

Robinioa, Mr. one of the lecmariei 
of tbe treasury, deicriptiaa of him, 
u. 236 ; hii employmeaM, ib. ; hi* 
Ktivi^, 236; C«iuurea upon the 
pen^n granted to, iii. 63. 66 ; joioi 
put, 664. 

Roekiasbam, Chailei Walion Wenl- 
worth Mventfa Maiquii of, n- 
proacbei minuter* for tbeir negli- 
gence in tbe rioU of 17B0, i. 3M ; 
bis conduct ai Gnt lord of the trev 
i. 310; appointed Sntminii- 



a peerage for Sir Fletchei Norton, 



iii. 14; biimnev. 145; death, 146; 
eulogtnmi on bim, <(. 147 ; Jnniu'l 
character of, 148. 

Bodnej, Admiral Lwd, leinuk* re- 
ipectiug, i. 333 ; character of, 334 ; 
hu pecuniary embanauroenti, 32G| 
appointed to commaiul the expedi- 
tion for the Wdl Indiei, 326 ; bii 
nctoty oter da Graiae, ib. ; remarki 
on hii treatment of the inhabitanti 
of St. Enitatiui, ii. 398. 400: hii 
Ticloiy oTer de Gnne, 609 ; iiL 
103. 107 ; hii reaion lor not poi- 
■oing the enemy, 109 ; his remaiki 
on the spirit ol parW and faction in 
hiifleet, I10;cHtici>mianhii let- 
ter to the secretary of tbe admiralty, 
111 ; aiiertioni respecting. 113; 
hii cootneii during the action with 
de Giaiie, 113; lupeneded by 
Admiral Pigot, 117; crested a ba- 
ronet, 120 ; thanki of the Houie of 
Cammoui voted to, 121. 127 ; pub- 
lic diustisraclian at hii recall, 127; 
return! home, 133. 

IU>lle, Mr. bii inquiriea reelecting 
Rodney's Bupersedure, iii. 122 1 
movea an addreu to the king ra- 
ipeciint; him, 123, 124 ; bii opi- 
nion of bii luperudure, 137 ; his 
moiioD retpecting Powell and Bern- 
brid^,436. 428. 



49. 



; to Hr. Poulett, va. 



Roaenbagen, Rev. Philip, acciued of 
being Uie author of " Jnnini'i Let- 
tera.'' ii. 94 ; character of, 95. 

Ross, Gen. his accniationi agaiiHt 
the Earl of GallowBy, ill 71 4. 

Rom, Sir John, movei to declare (bat 
" tbe Houae hu no further confi- 
dence in miniitera," ii. 677. 

Royal George, account of the loii of, 
iii. 201. 203. 

Rumbold, Sir Thomai. late governoi 
of Madrii, accuiationi agsinit, iii. 
76 ; hii contrivance (o elude pu> 
niihment, 77 ; accuiationi againit 
him, 190 ; bill for infiictiag paiiks 
and penaliiei on him, 191 ; hii per- 
aonal appearaitce, 193 ; hii con- 
nexion with Rigby, 196 ; remarki 
an bii extrication from the proceed- 
ing* against him, 197 ; proeeedinga 



.y Google 



1,453. 

BnuU, remtik* on the Impaiiil Ik- 
mil]' of, i. 306. 

' Unutd-dutool', uePauL 

Gnnd-dudMUM of, »etWU- 

jtf/oiiu PrinMU iif Heua Derm- 
ilBdt; and l¥iTltmb€rg, Friittu 
StfAia (f. 

Rutliuid, Chulea Manner* fourth 
Duka or, bii JDlimttcy with Mr. 
WUliun Piti, iL 346 i inteiaMi 
himisif to procure him ■ leet in 
parliameDt, 347 ; ranuiki respect- 
inghim, iii. 84. 

R^fder, Sir Dudk;, acciuatioai 
^ut, ii. 418. 



SickTille, George Giat Viicount, hi* 
intimacj with Lord Mark Kerr, i. 
139 ; ue fi«r»uin lufri Oiirg: 

Seckvillei, bmily of the, accooDt off 



78. 
St. Enttetiui, captun of the islind of, 

u. 398, 424. 
St. Jnlien. culle of, aumber of pii- 

loDersiB,(1773,)i. 6B. 
St. Kitu, iiland of, report feq>«cting 

the capture of, ii. 540. 
SfVineeDt. Lord, aotica of his vic- 

toiy at Cape St Vincent, iii. 106. 
SaDdwich, John Montagu Eail of, 

character of, ii. ISO; hii conduct a* 

firttlanlofthsaiinuralt}', 186, 187 ; 

accuutiooi against him, 189, 190 1 

raoarka rapecting, 477, 478 ; in- 

Juiry into bis conduct ai firU lord of 
la admiialtjr, 486. SOS ; hia spMch 
respecting Lord George Oennain's 
contt-martial, 497; hii onpopn- 
laii^, 604 i his improvemeais in 
the navy, COS ; reported offer made 
to him, 607 1 reject* it, 608; ap- 
pointed ranger of the parks, iii. 



Ike loam bomnrad bf Lord North, 
ii. 369 ; bis wirebeaiuins respecting 
America, iii. ISO ; his language on 

Ereeeoting the Ytok petition to the 
[ouae of Commons. 393 ; hii re- 
marks OB the cormption of Peiiii- 
ment, 677. 

Sairbridge> Aldeman, his cenioie of 
the peauon granted to Mr. Bclun- 
soo, iii. 63 ; his speech respecting, 
66 ; hie ototion for shortening the 
duration of parliaments, 96 ; liis 
speech on the celmptioa of parlia- 
ment, 676. 

Saie, idsrahal, his militan reputa- 
tion, i. 97 i his establidmieiit at 
Chambord, SSj his oiertuna to 
Mademoiselle Chantilly, 99) lus 
dee,th, 100. 

Sydney, Lonl. see Ttaatrntd, Thamat. 

Scott, Mr. (afterwards Lord £ldonl, 
his speech on the East India bill, 
iii. 650 ; his comparison respectiDg 
Foi, 562. 

Sebaatian, Prince, remarks respecting, 
i.72. 

Selwyn, George, his opinion of the 
biU for the reduction of the civil 
list, iii. 54; remarks respectina him, 
66 ; his wit, 56 ; his remarks re- 
specting George I. and IL 59 ; an- 
ecdote of him, 63; appointed but- 
veyor-geneial of the crown lands, 

SheffieM, Lord, see Halroyi, Cvl. 



uons at his residence, 314 ; his 
protection to Dr. Priestley, 316; his 
convenation, ib. ; insinuatians in- 
specting him, 316; his abilities, 
4S3 ; his amference with the king, 
iii. 7 ; refute* the ministry, 8 ; the 
king's partiality for, 9; ' ~ 



of s 



11; s 






barony for Duoning, 12 ; recmvea 
the order of the garter, 71 ; hi* let- 
ter eddresued u ihs magistrates of 
the principal cities in the kingdom, 
89 ; his advances to Mr. Pitt, 144 ; 
introduces a bill for regelating ap- 
poiatmeots in the West indies and 
America, l&0;6t« loidofthetir- 



way'a defcDce ut, 176 1 invMliTet 
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, Mr. Wiltn, hU r 



^a 



tkin^un, ib, ; his i 
inst Foi, ie3;iutio 

caiicatona nipecting 



iS ; Dotict of bii n 



him, 186; hk politjcal np&bilities, 
19B ; Foi'i ramaiis mpecUaE him, 
321 ; PiU'3 defence of him, 222 ; 
accawd of inuncerity imddupUcit]^, 
239 ; lumaan mpecdng, 331 ; ha 
overtaras to Foi, 354 ; regrati Iha 
lou of Amerim, 288 ; Pin'i «iici»- 
miumsoQ him, 323; hiireugnatioD, 
331 ; anecdote racpectiag him, 333; 
created Mti^nii of Luudovne, 
334 1 eampaiBOn b«tw«eD him and 
Lord North, 438. 
8fa«ridan, Rich aid Biinile^, his 
ipe«h reqMcdng Rigby. li. 313, 
316 i hi* attack npoa admioiitra- 
lion, 246 ; cotnplaiiu of the bribeir 
al eleclioiu, 299 ) account of hit 
fint reception in parliament, 352 ; 
reprovea Couiteoay fbi his mirth, 
354 ; bia speech lecpectiDg; the in- 
leriereDoa of an aitned force in np- 
nuDg the riots of 1780, 365, 



fceV 



Cretan fo 



1 the House of Common*, 
his speech reapecting the se- 
» for Ireland, iii. 33 ; bis ex- 
hortaoou to Piu, 2S3 ; account of 
the alleimtion between him and 
Pitt, 2T3 ; appointed secretary to 
the treaanry, 38B ; his reply to 
Scott'* comparisons concerning Mr. 
Fox, 662 ; lopporti the East India 
bill, 565 ; hi* retort upon Pitt, 644 ; 
bis speech on Fox s naioD with 
Lord North, 742. 
^Mvel, Sir Ck>iidesla]>, notice of his 
shipwreck on the Sally Island*, iiu 

Sinldng fund, instituted by Mr. Wil- 
liam Fill, iii. 303. 



Stanialins, King of Poland, re- 
ma^ respecting, i. 80 ; mairiage 
of hi* daughter with LonisXV, 86; 
his adtice to her, 88 ; cteated Duke 
of Lorraine, 90; his attachment to 
the Marcbioneu de Booffien, 91 ; 
Seconal of his death, 93. 

State Prisons in Portugal, number of 
prisoners in, (1772,) i. 68. 

Steiena, Mr. secretary of the admiial- 
^, Rodney'* letter to, iii. 111. 

Stewart, Hon. Keith, hii defence of 
Lord Galloway, iU. 714 ; eenanrea 
on his conduct during the war with 
Holland, 716. 

Stormonl, Lord, secretory of itate, 
chaiecler of, ii. 153; sppointed pre- 
sident of the council, m. 378 ; hia 
reflection* on Pitt, 765. 

Stnsbnrgh, eiecatiotwr of, stoij N- 
specting, L271. 

Stuart fiunily, misfortunes of, l. 



the coMt of Coromandel, iii 
Surrey, Earl of, bia rema^ on GeiK 
Arnold's appearance at court, ii. 
536 ; second* the proposed petilioa 
to the king to fbnu aa administra- 



Gen. Richaid, appointed chair- 
nan of the commitlee to examine 
tbe state of the oowt of Bengal, 
ii. 361. 

Sophia, Frineesa, statement r«spect- 
ing, i. 313 ; bei letten to the conrt 
of St. Germain, 314 ; bet relation 
to James II. 315. 



i.35S. 



Tarantella, an Apulian dance, L 33S 
remark* reapectiog, 237. 

TarrakHDoff, aocouni of tbe seizure o 
the ■opposed princess of, i. 193 
194. 197. 199 ; suppodtion reaped 
ir^ her, 201. 

TavoTB, Marquis de, his consinraCT to 
assassinate King Joseph I. i. 25 
executed, 30. 

■ Marchioneai, conducts the 

conipiran lo astatsinale King Jo- 
seph I. 1. 27; her execution, 30; 
her revengeful character, ib. 

Temple, Lord, character of, i. 137 ; 
disliked by Oeo^II.ISB. 
. Eari, appointed lord-lieute- 

nant of Ireland, iii. 163. 

1, Mr. Beilby, proposal to 
:he order of the garter opon 
i. 527 ; the king's refusal. 
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Tbnie, Mr. hit i«tn>ck Kspcctine Dr. 
jDhnwD.i. 153. 

M™. (anerwtrdi Mn. Pk>Bi) 

her opinion of Dr. Johoiton, u 
IS4;lierUleDU, 158. 

TliiirioK, Edvard Lord, hii pulii- 
menlBjy abilitiei. ii. 195 ; penonil 
sppeBrance, 196 ; Foi'i opiaioQ of 
bU, 197 ; hii defecti. 199 ; big cou- 
veiution, 200, 201 ; nfCotAn re- 
■peeling bim, iii. 50. 136; Fai't 
tttack Dpon bim, 340. 342 ; hii 
advice to the king, 353 ; charges 
agWDit him, 357 ; hii opinion of 
the East Indin bill, 536. 593 ; 
■ppointed chancellor, 612. 

Tolkmache, Ladji Bridget, George 
111. 'b reported atuchmeiit to, ii. 42. 

TonrandTaiis, Prince of, m Charla 

Princeis of, ut Au- 

gvtta EUubtth. 

Tonrnaend, George fiiat Marquit, 
placed at Ihe head of Ihe ordnance, 
■ii. 362 ; anecdote of, ib. 

Cbarlei. creeled Loid 

bayning, iii. 364. 

John, afterwards Lord, 

character of hia ipeecbei, ii. 341. 

Thomai, moves a vote of 

thanks 10 Sir Fletcher Nortaa, i. 
379 ; hit remarks on Lord North, 
ii. 130 j appointed a member of the 
privy council, 291 ; his remarks re- 
■pecting Mr. Atkinson, 368 ; his 
o|union nipecting the American 
ar, 406 ; of tba loan proposed by 



comiums on Lord Joha Carendish, 

312j created I.«rd Sydnej. 341. 
Trafalgar, notice of the baule of, iii. 

105. 
Trapaud, Gen. Cynu, promoted by 

George II, ii. 56. 
Tachisme, victory of, notice of, i. 

205. 
Turner, Charles, accepts a baronalcy 

from the Marquis of Rockingham, 

iii. 24 ; chaiscter of, 2S ; hia com- 

lespecting the House of 

>n>, 84 ; hii reply lo RJgby, 

■ remarks respeclins Lord 

NoMh, 310 i bis opinion of Foi's 

coalition with him, 339. 






V. 



Van Bnikel, ugns t 

American inmrgenis, i, aa. 
Vanghau, General, remarks 

trealmenl of the island ofSL Ens- 

tatlqs, ii. 398. 400. 424. 
Verne*. Earl, his connexion with Mr. 

BuAe, ii. 270. 



with the 

II. 

his 



Vil le de Pans, loss of the, iii. 205. 



Wales, George, Prince of, see Gtwgt 

■ ■ Frederick, Prince of, his 

death, ii. 46; bis iavooriles, 49; 
hii attachment to Lady Archibald 
Hamilton, 50; bis character, 61. 

George, Prince of, income 

bestowed on, iii. 465 ; chaiscter of, 
632 i hia preference for Foi's party, 
535 ; remarks on Lord North, 676 i 
oD FoT, 577; supporU tbe East In- 
dia bill, 691; remarks on his attend- 
ance in tbe House of Commons, 
710.712.717, 718, 

Princess, Dowager of, her pre- 
cautions lo prevent access to George 
111. ii. 40 ; accusation against, 68 ; 
rsmarka respecting her, 72, 73 ; 
her death, 110. 

Wallace, bis death, iii. 499. 

Walpole, Hon. Horace, voles for Mr. 
Foi at Ihe Westminster election, 
■i.250. 

. Sir Robert, remarks on bis 

Admiaistmion, iii. 666. 

Washington, GeneitJ, remarks le- 
specting, ii. 114. 

Wedderbnm, Mr.> afterwards Lord 
Idnghhorough and Earl of Rosslyn, 
bis opinion of the power of the mi- 
lilaiy to disperse riolen, i. 366; 
cbaracterof, u. 97 ; sappoied author 
of "Junius's Letters,' 98; Church- 

■ ill's description of him in one of 
his " Satires," 308 ; Fox's reproba- 
tions of his conduct, 309 ; hia ta- 
lents, ib. See Loughbanmgh. 

West Indies, huiricane in, in 1780, 
L367. 

WeynMutb, Thomas Tfayone thiid 
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